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Annexation Tivaty, 86S 
Arbitration with Japan, 1868 
England Seiaee Palmyra Island, 

1180 
Europe on Annexation, 1089 
Excitement in Honolulu, 1084 
Further Particulars of Treaty, 1004 
Inquiry Into Immigration Trouble, 

904 
Japan Accuses Us of DIsoourtesy, 

1051 
Japan AgrMS to Arbitrate, 1160 
Japan Becomes Friendly to United 

States, 1668 
Japanese Immigration to, 786, 787, 



HiKhlanders Terrify Turks in Ovste, 



Japanese Ministor*s Demand. 006, 

1030, 1188 
Japan Protests Against Annexation, 

1080, 1188 
Japan ^s Attitude Threatening, 941 
Japan's Protest in Full, 1066 
KaiulaDl Arrives in United Staten, 

1478,1604 
Lilluokalani Plans, 1868 
Offers to Arbitrate Immifcration, 

1084 
Our Fleet in Hawaiian Waters, 1108 
Scheme to Outwit Annexation, 1977 
Story of Mr. Spreckels, 1408 
Hasleton Strikers, 1811, 1866, 1588 
Health Board, Duties of, 10612 
Heart-beats Visible, X Bays, 17 
Hebrews Returning to Palestine, 1801 
High Buildings, To Prevent, 487 



Hoar, Senator, Petition for the Birds, 

1110 
HoUattd, The New Torpedo-Boat, 866 

Trial of the, 1066 
Holland's Toung Queen, 1866 
HoDduraa, Bebelllon in, 748, 888 
Hostages, 1879 
Hungary, Banderiura, 1018 

History of, 1010 

Ice-floe, Caught In an, 884 

Ioe*Tachts, 880 

Ida, Mount, 484, 694 

Inunlgratlon Bill, 491 

Immigration, I>r. Senner*s Ideas on, 886 

Inauguration of President MeKialey, 
608 

IndlA- 

A Powerftal Tribe Joins Rebels, 1842 
A Story of the Mutiny, 178, 1218 
Af ridis take Kyber Pass, 1876 
Ameer of Afghanistan, 1848, 1898, 

1889,1648 
Ameer Requests Peace, 1088 
Ameer's Arsenal at Kabul, 1486 
Americans Send Com to, 888, 840, 

1888 
Caste and the Plague, 1098 
Earthquake in, 974 
Elephant Batteries Used, 801 
Famine In, ITS 
Fk«8h Revolts in, 18S9, 1408 
Gallantry of Gordon Highlanders, 

1488,1670 
Gallantry of Northamptonshire 

Regiment, 1667 
Mullah's Camp Captured, 1878 
Plague In, 878, 400, 801 
Revolt Suteiding, 1891, 1668 
Riots and Dissatisfaction, 1068, 

1073 
Rising of Hill Tribes, 975 
Rout of Afridls, 1481 
Serious Cheek to British, 1806 
Troubles on Frontier, 1167, 1817 

Indian Schools, 89 

Indians- 
Mexican Treaty with, 978 
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Indians— 

Nez Percte, Chief in New York, 796 

Rising, 941, 971 
Inoculation and Vaccination, 1961 
Invention and Discovery— 

Advertising Balloons, 807 

Aluminum Cyclometer, 4<JS 

Anatomical Saddle for Bicycles, 466 

Baseball Gun, 203 

Bicycle, Canopy for, 761 

Bicycle Chronometer, 886 

Bicycle Cleaner, 466 

Bicycle, Folding Crate for, 806 

Bicycle Hanger, 151 

Bicycle Holder. 1816 

Bicycle Map, 466 

Bicycle, Newspaper Rack for, 788 

Bicycle Propulsion, 1S08 

Bicycle Sleigh Attachment, 501 

Bicycle Support. 501 

Bicycle Umbrella, 508 

Big Python, 680 

Buttonhole Machine, 1018 

Buttons Made of Silk, 488 

Car-steps, 1690 

Chess, by J. L. M., 849 

Clothespin, 1676 

Colored Photography, 1048 

Combination Cot and Folding Bed, 
950 

Combination Eraser and Psncil- 
sharpener, 1176 

Combination Tool, 1986 

Comer Support, 781 

Corn-holder, 1176 

Currycomb, 1619 

CrMndrical Car, 284 

Detachable Shelving, 10» 

Dial Calendar, 960 

Eddy's Kite, 150 

Electric Bicycle Lamp, 967 

Electric Carriage, 96 

Electric Hair Dryer, 1665 

Embroidery Hoop, 1204 

Envelopes, Bronze Lined, 96 

Fish-hook Book. 077 

Foot Pump, 466 

Fruit Cutter, 806 

Fruit Picker, 1174 

Garment Hanger, 1175, 1968 



Invention and Discovery- 
Great Sea Monster, 409 
Hammer, 1566 
Handleless Brush, 866 
Hermann's Trick Explained, 288 
Horseless Fire Engine, 411 
Hose-pipe Tire, 465 
Inventions of 1886, 265 
Japanese Charcoal Bags, 96 
Key-ring, 1287 
Kitchen Cabinet, 1044 
Kite, Lieutenant Wise's. 412 
Lasy Man's Staircase, 266 
Life-saving Ladders for Fires, 96 
Liquid Cement for Tires, 98 
Machine for Sharpening Soisson^ 

866 
Making a Diamond, 176 
Making New Violins Old, 986 
Motor Sleigh, 96 
Mucilage Brush, 885 
New Car, 1090 
New Diving-machine, 880 
New Flower-pot, 607 
New Gun, 96 
New Inkstand, 606 
New Road to Electricity, 670 
New Waterfall, IBS 
Newspaper Slot Machine, 1586 
Niagara to Make Diamonds, 988 
Niagara Utilized, 94 
Paper Cutter. 077 
Paper Doll. 689 
Paper Open Holder, 885 
Parade of Motor Vehicles, 146 
Pencil Sharpener, 1042 
Photos in Relief, 540 
Pioneer Bomb, 848 
Placing or Removing Pictur»^ 

Hooks, 865 
Pneumatic Tire, 1017 
Pocket-knife, 1504 
Pocket Protector, 866 
Polo Stick. 1506 
Pompeii, 891 

Portable Fire-escape, 752 
Por^ble Photographic Dark Rooiii« 

99 
Portable Refrigerator, M09 
Post-office Improvement, 1451 
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Invention and Diaoovery— 

Purse and Parcel Carrier, 1897 

Recording Thermometer, 1043 

Road Map« 1816 

Safety Brake for Baby Carriages. 
1174 

Safety Tire, 861 

Saucer for Plants, 1675 

School Slates, 1S86 

Scissors, 580 

Self-reKulatiuK Letter-Box, 1451 

Sillc Made from Wood Fibre, 1018 

Slcating Cycle, 891 

filed Propeller. 883 

Snow-Melter, 177 

Spring Caster, 1600 

Station-Indicator, 10S8 

Storm Front for Vehicles, 1807 

Stopper for Tires, 12U8 

Submarine Torpedo-boat, 148 

Swimming Device, 94 

Tandem Attachment, 887 

Typewriter for Books, 1426 

Water Skate, 761 

Wrist Quids for Piano, 1817 
Ireland- 
Eviction of Tenants, 111 

Famine in, 110, 1467 

Landslide Near Eillarney, 85U 

Royal Visit to, 1854 
Irish Members Refuse to Attend Jubi- 
lee, 906, 007 
Island, Ellis, Buildings Burned, 969 
Italy, Attempt to Kill King Humbert,797 

Jameson*s Raid into Transvaal, 618, 667 
Japan- 
Accuses Us of Discourtesy, 1051 
Agrees to Arbitrate, 1160 
Attitude Threatening, 041 
Becomes Friendly to United States, 

1553 
Demand of Minister, 906 
Full Text of Protest, 1065 
Hawaii Offers to Arbitrate, 1064 
Immigration Trouble with Hawaii, 

904 
Philippines and Russia, 136 
Protests Against Annexation, 1090, 

1138 



Japanese Immigration to Hawaii, 788. 

787 
Jewish History, 1801 
Jingoism, 871 
Juan Femandea Swallowed by the Sea, 

848, 890 
Jubilee, Queen Victoria's, 907 
Festivities, 996 
Great White Diamond. 906 
Irish Members Refuse to Attend, 

906, 997 
Report that Queen Intends to Ab- 
dicate, 908 
Review at Spithead, 1066 
Story of Leopold of Belgium, 000 
Junior Republic at Freeville, 420, 1040 
Jury, Duties of a, 1060 

Kaaba, Sacred Sbrine at Mecca, 408 

Kaiulani, Princess, Arrives, 1478 

Katonab, Moving Houses at, 404 

Kite- 
Eddy's, 86, 105 
Eddy's and Hargreave's, 487 
Lieutenant Wise's, 10, 418 

Klondike- 
Bicycle for, 1286 
Canada's Action, 1154 
Canadian Laws, 1265 
Cairier-Pigeon from, 1886 
Climate and Conditions, 1140 
Condensed Food, 1266 
Discovery of, 1108 
Fears of Famine, 1161 
Map of District, 1106 
Mode of Travelling, 1868 
Reindeer, 1870 
Richness of Find. 1106 
Wonderful Fish, 1871 

Kootenay, Trouble in the Mines of, MO 

Kossuth 1551 

Krttger, Oom Paul, President of Tri 
vaal, 614 

Language, Study of, 1688 
Launching of the AnnapolU, 284 
Laurada Trial, 107, 190 
Lazy Man's Staircase, 286 
Leeward Isles Earthquake. 786 
Lesseps, and Panama Canal« 861 
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Levees— 

CloBing Crevasse in New Orleans, 
040 

Government to Control, 018 

Mississippi, 643 
Li Hung Cbang. 11, 108, 828 
Liberia, 138, 210 
l^iiliuoltalani. Queen, Protests Against 

Annexation, 1006 
Lists of Books to Read, 468, 406, 407, 
610, 612, 655. 680, 711, 800, 888, 864, 867 
Log of Mayflotoer^ 678, 858 
London, Terrible Fire in, 1612 
Luigi of Savoy, 1270 
Lumber Flume, Trip Down, 574 

Maoeo— 

Conflicting Accounts, 888 
Gomez Hears of His Death, 410 
Indignation About Death, 188 
Reported Alive, 240 
Reported Death of, 141 
Use of Dynamite Gun, 116 

Making Gold, 016 

Manchester Mill Hands, 1520 

Maps, British Possessions, 1100 

Greeco-Turkish War, to face p. 606 
Klondike District, 1106 
Switzerland, Gyger. 848 

Maple-Sjgar Making, 608 

Marlborough, Duchess of, 105 
Son Bom to Dune of, 1473 

Massachusetts, Law Against Wearing 
Feathers, 1110 

McKinley, 88 

Mecca, Pilgrimage to, 400 

Meoelik of Abyssinia, Expedition to, 
670 

Mesa, the Enchanted, Expedition to, 
1100 
Another Story of, 1882 

Message, President's, 1668 

Meteorite, Brought by Peary, 1860 
1416 

Mexican Treaty with Yaquis Indians, 
072 

Mexico- 
Charlotte of. 111, 1881 
Chinese Monuments in, 1142 
Story of Empress Charlotte of, 620 



Mexico- 
Volcano in, 074 
Microbes in the TeX€Uy 120 
Miles, General, Goes to Greece to Study 

the War, 775 
Military Bicycle Trial, 1186, 1165 
Mills' Model Lodging House, 875 
Mine, Coal, Described, 888 
Ministers, Foreign, 88 
Mississippi River Described, 644 
Mississippi Valley Floods, 648, 672, 700, 

7«, 772 
Mohammedan Belief, 401 
Molasses Candy, 180 
Money, What Paper Money Represents, 

855 
Monroe Doctrine, by Mary P. Parmele, 

Supplement to follow page 210 
Morgan's Cuban Resolutions, 606, 820 

Nicaragua Bill, 863 
Momingside Heights, 281 
Morocco, Trouble with, 1116 
Mount Ida, 424, 604 
Mount Olympus, 608 
Mount St. Bernard, Avalanche Partly 

Destroys Monastery, 585 
Mount St. Ellas, Expedition to, 048, 

1278 
Mouse, Singing, 408 
Moving, A Mountain, 746 
Moving Houses in Katonah, 404 
Muskrat, 841 
Mutiny, Indian, 178 

Nansen, History of, 1576 

Napoleon III. and Mexico, 620 

Naturalization, How Accomplished, 471 

Naval Reserve, 1086 

Navy, To Increase Our, 1184 

New York, Mayor of, 1500 

History of Old, 1605 
News and History, Difference Between, 

ST 
Nez Perc6s, Chief, in New York, 796 
Niagara Falls Running the Buffalo 

Cars, 118 
Nicaragua Canal, Story of, 850 

Canal Bill, Plan to Get It Passed, 
448 
Nicaraguan Boundaiy, 1400 
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Kiger Territory Troubles, 1496 
North Pole, 810 

Andrto's Balloon Voyage, 860 

Andrte'B Expeditioc, 1188 

Greely Relics, 1417 

Meteorite Brought by Peary, 1800, 
1415 

News of Aiidr6e, US7, 1869, 1685 

Peary's Bxpedition, 1088 

Ooeanica, 401 

Oklahoma Canal Story, 1119 

Floods In Guthrie, 771 
Olney, Defiance of Congress, 218 
Olympus, Mount, 698 
Orleans, Duke of. Sued for Title of 

King of France, 48S 
Oscar, King of Sweden, 864 

Orders Monument Erected to Mr. 
and Mrs. Toumans, 867 
Ottoman Empire, History of, Mary P. 

Parmele, 618 
Our Ezcunion to Waterbury, H. H. 
Kogers, Jr., 685 

Palestine, MoTsment of Jews Thither, 

1801 
Palmyra Island, 1159 
Panama Canal, Story of, 860 
Paris, Fire at Bazaar, 888 
Paterson Weayers' Dilemma, 1109 
Paunoefote, Sir Julian, Beappointed, 

1888 
Peary Brings Back Meteorite, 1860 
Peers, House of, 1478 

Privileges of, 989 
Philippine Islands, Case of Dr. Bizal, 
254 

Cyclone, 1494 

Mrs. Bizal Leads a Troop of Sol> 
diers, 931 

Peace Offered by Spain. 1456 

Rebellion Spreading, 189 

Beports from, 1066, 1211 

Victory for Rebels, 1401 

Volcano in Luzon, 1297 

War in, 41 

War Still Troubling Islands, 570. 803 
Pier, New RecreAtif)n, Opened, 1898 
Pigeons, Carrier, 1140 



Pins, George C. Cannon, 087 



Chinese, 1285 

Long Island, 1287 
Plague in India, 400, 801 
Poachers, Story of, 56 
Pole, North - 

Andrte's Expedition, 1188 

News of Andrde, 1887 

Peary's Expedition, 1088 
Pole, South, Belgian Expedition, 1288 
Police Examinations, 576 
Pony, Shetland, Story of, 56 
Porto Rico, Insurrection in, 700 
Postal-Box, New, 1170 
Postal Union, Convention of, 860 
President McKinley Chooses His Gab- 
Inet, 882, 578 

First Message to Congress, 685 
President's Message, 160, 1668 

How Given to Senate, 160 

Supplement to follow page 124 
Prisons, Law Forbidding Labor in, 484 

General Latbrop's Plan for Group- 
ing Criminals, 485 
Prize Department, 67 

Ball, Third, System, 017 

Bailway Built Across Afrloan Desert, 

1406 
Range Finder, 80 
Reindeer in Alaska, 1270 
Reindeer to be Used to Help Ice-bound 

Whalers, 1558 
Republic, A New, 221 
Republic, Junior, 1040 
Rhodes, Cecil, 519, 1180 
Riot Act, 1318 
Robinson Crusoe's Island Swallowed, 

243,290 
Rodriguez, Women in Cuban Jails. 420 
Ross, Charlie, Story of, 1006 
Roughing It In a Gold Mine, Jules W. 

L., Jr., 648 
Rothschild. House of, 1028 
Royalty, How Entertained, 107 
Ruffs in Queen Elizabeth's Time, 889 
Ruiz. Dr., Case of, 875, 898, 960, 1124 

Dies in Prison, 478 
Running thn Blockade. 468 
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Buskin, Tenn., Co-operative Town, 10S7 

Ruasiax 

Buyiof^ Qrain for India, 175 
Character and Stories of Czar, 188, 

893 
Checking Japan in Philippines, 

136 
Crafty Turkish Diplomacy, 190 
Czar Gives Freedom to Press, 806 
Czar's Kindness to Students, 888 
Czar's Liberal Policy, 1806 
Great Canal, 1905 
Nihilists, 184, 288 
Russniaks, 985 
Siberia. 188 

Salt on Car-Tracks, 861, 886 

Sandy Hook, 1087 

Sanfniily, Gen. Julio, 687, 658, 699 

Sanitary Code, 1087 

School. Cambridge Manual Training, 
Fire Drill, 744 

School for Truants, 918 

Schoolshlp St. Mary's, 857 

Schubert^s Centennial, M. Bouchier 
Sanford, 486 

Seals- 
Adjustment of Claims, 076 
Branding of, 870, 1090 
Conference Agreed to, 1805 
Conference Asked for, 1069 
England Refuses to Attend Con- 
ference, 1371, 1437, 1466 
Fisheries, Story of. 78*4 
Herd Decreasing, 1866, 1474 
Mr. Sherman's Letter, 1115 
Treaty with Russia and Japan, 

1686. 1667 
Where Found, 806 

See-Yups, Story of, 596 

Selkirk, Alexander, Story of, 843 

Senator Hoards Petition for the Birds, 
1110 

Sham Fight, 1440 

Sharp, Jacob, 800 

Sheep War in the West, 887 

Ships, Curious Kinds of. 1067 
Mr. Knapp's Roller, 1475 
New Ocean Liner. 1418 

Shooting Stars, 18 



Siam— 

Cheek's Teak wood Claim. 806, 533 

Kellett Case Settled. 1448 

King of, 1067 

Our Consul Wounded at Bangkok, 

805, 423 
Ready to Make Amends, 538 

Siamese Invade Indo-China, 1056 

Siberia- 
American Sailors Released. 045 
Americans Imprisoned in, 876 
Change in Prison System, 1806 
Czar's New Rule about Ezileo, 
744 

Single Tax, 1611 

Slavery Abolished in Zanzibar, 911 

Snow Melter, 177 

Soudan— 

About Caravans, 1884 

Berber Su^-renders to British, 1300 

Capture of Town of Abu Earned, 

1283 
Description of, 1060 
English Advancing, 1404, 1408 
Expedition to Recover Dongola, 1060 
General Gordon, 1071, 1860 
Hostilities Suspended. 1644 
Railway Across Desert, 1405 
Rumors of Peace, 1858 
The Mahdi. 1070 

South Pole, 813. 1288 

Spain— 

i^lliance with Japan. 1006 
Almaden Quiuksilver Mines and 

Loan, 1088 
Appeals to Powers, 870 
Assassination < f Canovas, 1180 
Canovas Resigns, 987 
Carii ts Rising, 1008, 1846 
Court Goes into Mourning for Cano- 
vas, 1845 
Dissensions in Cories. 985 
Duke of Tetuan Boxes Senator's 

Ears, 087 
General Azcarraga Chosen Prime 

Minister, 1846 
General Woodford's Mission, 1186, 

1273, 1848 
Glance at Spain's History Since 
i868. 1103 
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BpaiD— 

Minister of Finance Ezoommunl- 

cated, 1883, 1486 
Ministry Resiflrns. 188B 
New Ministry, 1899 
New Premier, 1846 
Ofldcer Inspects our Forts, 1328 
On Message, 1664, 1689 
- Protest A{?ainst Sending Troops to 
Cuba, 1097 
Queen Appeals to Don Carlos, 

1849 
Queen Considering How to End 

War, 1460 
Queen Signs Decree for Home Rule, 

1688 
Reply to Woodford, 1487 
Rothschild, House of, 1028 
Story of Canovas* Career, 1198 
Trouble over Cuban Tariff, 1606 
Sport, New, 1089 
Si. Bernard Monastery Partly Destroyed 

by Avalanche, 585 
St. Ellas, Mount, Expedition to, 948, 

1278, 128S 
St. S within 's Day Legend, 1168 
Stars and Stripes, 87 
Steinway, William, 189 
Stowe, Mrs. Harriet Beecher, Monu- 
ment to, 1016 
Strategic Points, by Mary P. Parmele, 

286 
Striko- 

Coal-Miners, 1091, 1182, 1196, 12S0 
Cotton Strikes, 1628, 1666 
Croton Valley Dam, 1499 
Decision Against Labor Union, 

1508 
End of Coal Strike. 1816 
In Hamburg, 127, 271, 899 
Miners Shot at Hazleton, 1811 
New York Cab Company, 288 
Of Engineers. 1469, 1502. 1508 
Sheriffs and Deputies Arrested, 1866, 

1588 
Tailors, 886, 988, 1009 
Women Fight Troops, 1864 
Sugar, Maple, Making of, 608 
Sultan of Turkey Described, 1441 
Sun Spots, 1677 



Supplements- 
Monroe Doctrine, by Mary P. Par- 
mele, to follow page 210 
President's Message, to follow pag« 
124 
Sweden, King Oscar of, 864 
Swimming the English Channel, 1171 

Tailors' Strike, 886, 988, 1009 

Tariff Bill, 86, 686. 687, 676, 706, 800 
Anti 'Trust Clause, 1084 
Conference Called, 1088 
Europe Opposed to, 880 
Failure of Dingley Bill, 1688 
Passed by Senate, 1068 
Sugar Tariff as Regards Hawaii, 964 
Troubles of New Law, 1248 
Work of Conference Accomplished 
and Bill Passed. 1101 

Tea-Biscuit, Sylvia's. 64 

Tel-el-Amama, 890 

Telescope, Yerkes, 14, 1004 

Tenements in Molt Street. 872 

Tennessee Exposition, 785 

Terminal Bud, 46. 846 

TextiM, Accident to the, 78 
Microbes in, 129 
Reported Seaworthy, 222 

Thanksgiving Day, 44 

Theatre Hats Forbidden, 889 

Third-Rail System, 917 

Three Friends, 168, 260, 278, 888, 871 

Tonnage Tax, 191 

Torpedo-boat Holland, 868. 1066 

Torpedo Drill, 1009 

Transvaal- 
Boers Make Treaty with Orang« 

Free States, 669 
Committee Sends Two Reports, 1098 
Condemnation of Cecil Rhodes. 1190 
Dr. Jameson to be in Legislature, 

1448 
England Leases Delagoa Bay, 703 
England's Rights in. 1805 
History of Jameson's Raid, 618 
Inquiry into Raid. 667 
Kriiger's Message, 570 
Com Paul III, 1420 
Talk of Settlement, 968 
Tries to Purchase Delagoa Bay, 1051 
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Transraal— 

XJopleasant Ramon, 066 

War Feared, 009 
Treasury Walls Bulging with Money, 
864 

What Paper Money Represents, 866 
Treaties— 

Arbitration, 896, 448, 808 

Arbitration with England, 1000 

Olayton-Bulwer, 449 

England Ends Commercial, with 
Germany and Belgium, 1177 

Hawaiian Annexation, 963 

Hawaiian Approved, 1102 

Hawaiian, Particulars of, 1004 

Venezuelan, 968 
Treaty with England, 4 

How Signed, 80S 

Of Stockholm in 1865, 864 

Queen^s Speech on, 881 

Referred to Committee on Foreign 
Relations, 8S9 
Trial by Jury, 106 
Trip Down a Lumber Flume, 674 
Trocha, 6 
Tenant School, 918 
Trusts— 

A History of, 468 

Anti-Trust Clause in Tariff Bill, 
1084 

Anti-Trust Law Unconstitutional, 
1811 

Coal Trust, 888 

Haveraeyer Tried, 888, 911 

Labor Trust, S72 

Lezow BUI Against, 671 

Mr. Chapman Imprisoned for Con- 
tempt, 796, 861 

Tobacco Trust Trial, 1060 
Turkey- 
Armenian Outrage in Constanti- 
nople, 1886 

Armistice Broken, 967 

Armistice Oranted, 876 

Attitude to Armenians, 81 

Characteristics of Turkish Soldiers, 
486 

Demands Greek Rifles, 1681 

Europe Bringing Sultan to- Terms, 
170, 198 



Turkey— ^ 

Europe Decides on Reforms, 891 
Fresh Troubles Feared, 1688 
Home Rule Demanded for Crete, 

1604 
New Slaughter of Armenians, 687 
Oriental Railroad, 1600 
Peace Negotiations, 900, 988, 966, 
966, 967, 1001, 1081, 1046, lOM, 1076, 
1098, 1180, 1164, 1816, 1888, ISH 
Revolt in Albania, 1681 
Russians Demands, 1608, 1681 
Sultan Described, 1441 
Sultan Objects to Ctovemor of 

Crete, 1686 
Sultan Promises Armenian Re- 
forms, 61 
8ultan*s Reforms in Armenia, 1819 
Terrified by Highland Regiment, 668 
Troubles with Greece over Crete, 484 
Turkish Editors Fined, 1816 

Willing to Obey the Powers, 668 

Uitlanders, 614 

Ultimatum of the Powers, 884 
Umpire, King Oscar of Sweden, 864 
Uncle Sam*s Liberality, 168 
Universal Postal Union, 860 
Uruguay, Insurrection in, 697 

Argentina Joins in, 1014 

Rebel Gains, 1186 

Vaccination and Inoculation, 1461 

Van Wyck Mayor, 1609 

Vanderbilt, Consuelo, Duchess of Marl- 
borough, 106 

Venezuela- 
Arbitration, 897 
Arbitration Treaty with, 196 
Difficulty Arranged, 68 
Unal Arrangements for Arbitra- 
tion, 807 
Friendly Once More with England, 
806 

Venice. An American, 808 

Victoria Cross, 1671 

Victoria, Queen, Anecdote of, 808 

Volcano in Mexico, 974 

Voyage of a Bottle, 817 
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Waterlmrj, Oiir Bronnion to, EL H. 
Boson, Jr., 065 
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THE latest news from India is of a most encour- 
aging nature. 

It is supposed that the announcement made by the 
British Government that they mean to send a strong 
force to punish the rebellious tribes has had a good 
effect. 

The Afridis are reported to have held a council of 
war, and have decided to return to their homes and 
gather in their harvests. The head men of the tribe 
are said to be responsible for this decision, because 
they made a strong stand against the continuation of 
the war. 

It is probable that the reason of their return to 
their homes is not altogether because of their har- 
vests, but that other tribes which had agreed to join 
in the uprising have become alarmed at the action of 
the British, and, fearful lest they too may come in 
for punishment, have refused to take any part in the 
border war, 

Haddah Mullah, the mad priest who is accused of 
having incited the tribes to rebel in the first instance, 

Oopjrlght, 1807, by Thb Gr&at Round World Publiahlntr Oompaiiy. 
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has also given in. It is said that he has dispersed 
his followers of the Swati tribe, and that they have 
returned to their homes. 

The Mullah had been gathering forces together for 
an attack on Peshawar, a strong British fort. To 
make his attempt successful he needed more men 
than he had under his command ; he therefore ordered 
a tribe called tlie Mohmands to join him, and marched 
toward Peshawar, expecting to meet them on the 
way. 

"When he and his followers arrived at the meeting- 
place, he found to his dismay that instead of the host 
of warriors he had expected, there was only a mes- 
senger from the chief of the Mohmands, who told him 
in very plain terms that they would have nothing to 
do with either the revolt or the attack on Peshawar. 

On hearing this it is said that the Mullah was so 
discouraged that he refused to lead the Swatis any 
more, and ordered his followers to go back to their 
homes. 

If this repoi*t be indeed true, the worst of the re- 
bellion is imdoubtedly over, for the Haddah Mullah 
was the most dangerous enemy the British had to 
fear in the frontier war. By preying upon the super- 
stitions of the tribe he had obtained such an influence 
over them that they regarded him as a prophet and 
obeyed his slightest word. 

To make them fight bravely he distributed rice that 
had been colored pink among his followers on the eve 
of a battle, and assured them that all who carried it 
would pass through the fiercest battle without a 
wound or scratch. 

On one oooasion when the rice had been handed 
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round from man to man it was found after the fight 
was over that the Mullah's hand was very badly cut. 
His followers began to murmur, and wonder how the 
giver of this charmed rice could himself be wounded 
in battle. The Mullah was, however, smajt enough 
to invent a story about having seized a bayonet and 
purposely cut himself. His simple followers believed 
him, and continued to use the wonderful rice. 

The withdrawal of this crafty priest from active 
opposition will be a great assistance to the British 
cause, which has also been greatly strengthened dur- 
ing the last few days by the friendly attitude of the 
Ameer of Afghanistan. 

We told you how the British suspected that this 
ruler had helped to stir up the rebellion; at one 
time it was decided to send him another letter, calling 
him sharply to account for his double dealing. 

Before any such action could be taken, news was 
brought that the Ameer had caused the arrest of forty 
important tribesmen, who were supposed to have as- 
sisted the mad Mullah in rousing the people against 
the British. 

This action has had such an excellent effect on the 
tribes that many people suppose Great Britain's 
frontier war is over. 

The English have still a great deal to do on the 
borders of Afghanistan. For the sake of their future 
power in India they dare not let the natives think 
they can rebel against England without being severely 
punished. Whether the revolt is really over or not, a 
force will haVe to be sent against the rebellious tribes 
to teach them proper respect for British power. 

4 4 4 4 4 4 
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GENEBAL WOODFORD has arrived safely in 
Spain, and is to be presented to the Queen Be- 
gent in a few days. 

He has, in the mean while, met the Duke of Tetoan, 
and has been very pleasantly received. 

A great sensation has, however, been caused in 
Havana by the publication of a letter from General 
Azcarraga, the present Spanish Prime Minister. In 
this letter the minister says that the Spanish Gov- 
ernment will not listen to any demands from the 
United States, that no one in Spain thinks our coun- 
try has any right to interfere in the Cuban question, 
and that rather than submit to American dictation, 
Spain is prepared to declare war. 

In the letter it is also said that if it becomes neces- 
sary to declare war, Spain is confident that she wiU 
have the support of the nations of Europe. It is 
argued that if we succeed in freeing Cuba we will be 
certain to try and get Canada and Jamaica away from 
England, and the French possessions from their 
mother country. 

The General asserts that if the United States suc- 
ceeds in freeing Cuba, European rule in the New 
World will soon cease to exist. 

Finally, he says that if General Woodford's mis- 
sion is after all merely to claim damages from Spain, 
he will be listened to with the utmost politeness, and 
then informed that Spain also has her claims against 
America. But if General Woodford persists in en- 
tering on the subject of the Cuban war, he will be 
told that Spain does not admit the right of the United 
States to interfere in her private affairs, and the am- 
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bassador will be politely but Sxmlj requested to mind 
his own business. 

Every one is most anxious to learn just what Gen* 
eral Woodford's mission is, and how Spain wiU re- 
ceive it. 

In the mean while many people are wondering why 
Spain has suddenly become so averse to parting with 
her colonies. Many times in the last century she 
has ceded and sold them, and it seems strange that 
she should be unwilling to let Cuba purchase her 
freedom when it is the easiest way out of the present 
difficulty. 

At one time Spain had vast possessions in the New 
World. Louisiana, Florida, Mexico, the Central 
American States, Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Bolivia, Peru, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay, and the 
Argentine Eepublic were all under the rule of Spain. 

One by one these countries have thrown off the 
Spanish yoke; Cuba is only following in their foot- 
steps, and yet while the mother country has been 
content to receive valuable considerations for her 
other provinces, she declares that to surrender Cuba 
would be to forfeit her honor. 

Affairs in Madrid are approaching a crisis. It is 
rumored that within two weeks General Azcarraga 
will cease to be Prime Minister, and that Senoi 
Sagasta will be called to take command of the affairs 
of State. Sagasta, as we have told you, has very 
broad views about Cuba, and wishes for nothing so 
much as peace with the unhappy little island. 

The affairs of the election in Cuba are progressing 
quietly. 

The election should have taken place on September 
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1st, but the bad roads made trayelling so difficult 
that some of the most important members of the As- 
sembly were unable to get to the meeting, and so the 
business of electing a President has had to be post- 
poned for a few days. 

The Cubans say that the first work of the new ad- 
ministration must be to establish a government for 
peace. Up to the present time their thoughts have 
aU been directed toward preserving the army in the 
field, and making it possible to continue the war. 

The rebellion has now such a strong hold in the 
eastern part of the island that it is necessary to pro- 
vide laws for the welfare of those who are living under 
the flag of free Cuba, which, as we have told you be- 
fore, now floats over Santiago de Cuba. 

The Government has already established factories 
and workshops to furnish supplies for the army, and 
about five thousand persons are employed in them. 

There are tanneries where the skins of beasts are 
made into leather; shoe, saddle, harness, gunpowder, 
and dynamite factories, and workshops for repairing 
arms and reloading gun-cartridges. 

A newspaper man who says he has been through 
these establishments states that while they are 
somewhat old-fashioned in their methods, owing to 
the impossibility of obtaining the newest machinery, 
the work they turn out is excellent. 

The Cuban Government is also providing for the 
education of its subjects. Free schools are being es- 
tablished wherever it is safe to do so, and every effort 
is being made to render the people who acknowledge 
the rule of the young republic happy and law- 
abiding. 
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One of the candidates for the Presidency is Gen* 
Bartolome Maso, who holds the office of Yioe-Presi- 
dent under the present administration. 

Senor Maso is a dear friend and close companion 
of President Cisneros ; so warm is this friendship, 
indeed, that Cisneros has offered to withdraw from 
the candidacy in favor of Maso, and Maso has re- 
fused to let him do so, declaring that he can serve 
the repubUc just as well whether he is President or 
private citizen. 

Maso is one of the soldiers who fought in the 
revolt ten years ago. He was one of the first to take 
up arms against Spain on the present occasion. You 
must not confound him with Maceo, the murdered 
general. This man is Bartolome Maso, the dead 
general was Antonio Maceo. 

Senor Maso is often lovingly referred to by the 
Cubans as the father of the revolution. 

Consul-General Lee has returned from Cuba. He 
has been ill for some months, and has obtained a few 
weeks' leave of absence in which to regain his 
strength. There are reports that he is not to return 
to Cuba, but that another Consul-Gteneral is to be 
appointed in his place. These rumors are not gener- 
ally credited. 

From the Philippine Islands the news comes that 
the natives intend to prolong the war until Spain's 
money is exhausted, and then force her to agree to 
their demands. 

The main fighting in this insurrection has taken 
place on the island of Luzon. This island has been 
visited by a terrible disaster. One of its volcanic 
mountains has suddenly burst into activity, and 
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thrown out streams of lava in snch volume that they 
have travelled over twenty miles of country until they 
reached the sea. 

It is said that several villages have been destroyed 
by the lava flow, and about five hundred persons 
killed. 



^TTEEBE is once more a prospect of a settlement 

JL of the Greek question. 

After the rejection of Lord Salisbury's plan, about 
which we told you last week, it seemed as if matters 
would again be brought to a standstill. England re- 
fused to consent to any plan that did not include the 
withdrawal of Turkish troops from Thessaly, and 
Germany would not listen to any arrangement that 
did not include the full control of the Greek Treasury. 

The Bussian Minister, fearing another long delay, 
appealed to England, and demanded that she should 
agree to Germany's plan, or propose some other that 
would be agreeable to all the parties concerned. 

Lord Salisbury therefore made a new proposal to 
this effect. The Powers should take control of the 
revenues set aside by Greece for the payment of the 
war debt; to Turkey, and that yet another sum should 
be handed over to the Powers to secure the payment 
of her other debts. 

The proposal also stated that when Greece had put 
the funds into the hands of the Powers, Turkey was 
immediately to recall her troops from Thessaly. 

The ambassadors all agreed to accept this plan, 
which, in truth, gave both Germany and England the 
points they desired. After the foreign Ministers had 
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decided to accept it, it was shown informally to 
Tewfik Pasha. 

This official also appeared satisfied with the ar- 
rangements, and gave the ambassadors to understand 
that when it was formally presented to him he would 
be able to accept it in the name of the Sultan. 

It is therefore expected that the details of the 
peace treaty will be settled in a very few days. 

Greece, the country most interested in this settle- 
ment, is the party least satisfied with the arrange- 
ment. 

It is felt in Athens that the terms of the peace are 
very hard ones. The frontier question has been so 
settled that Greece is powerless to defend herself 
against the Turks if they should declare war on her 
again. The mountain passes and the important 
places in the mountain ranges will be in the hands of 
the Turks, and Greece will lie at the foot of the hills, 
a ready prey to any army that may descend on her 
from the heights. 

In addition to this, she has to pay a heavy war 
indemnity, and to do so must turn over the control 
of her revenue to foreigners. 

It will take many years before Greece can recover 
from this blow. 

The blockade of Crete is to be brought to an end, 
or "raised" as it is called. 

The Cretans having accepted the Home Eule 
offered them by the Powers, there is no longer any 
need for the allied fleets to remain there, and there- 
fore the war-ships are to leave the island. 

It is difficult to see what good they have accom- 
plished. When Djevad Pasha arrived at the island, 
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giving himself all the airs of a new Turkish governor, 
the Cretans accepted Home Bute in the belief that 
the Powers would protect them from the Torks. 

Not being wily diplomatists, they did not insert any 
clause about the withdrawal of Turkish troops from 
the island, and therefore the Powers do not feel 
bound to demand this of Turkey, and are taking away 
the only protection the Cretans had, and are leaving 
them just as much at the mercy of the Turks as they 
were before Greece tried to go to their rescue. 

It seems a sliabby piece of business on the part of 
the Powers, and one they will have hard work to 
justify even to themselves. 

The admirals have, it is true, requested Djevad 
Pasha to order all the Turks in the island disarmed 
with the exception of the Turkish soldiers. If he 
refuses they threaten to ask for his recall, but this 
is a very poor conclusion after all the fuss that has 
been made, and the trouble the interference of the 
Powers has caused. 



THESE is good news from the Soudau. 
After the British had taken the town of Abu 
Hamed, about which we told you a short while since, 
they continued to advance up the Nile toward the 
next important town that lay in their route to Khar- 
toum. . 

This town was Berber. 

It was expected that the Mahdists would make a 
fierce resistance at this place, and the British troops 
were prepared for severe fighting. 

What was their surprise on reaching Berber to 
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find that the Mahdists had fled before them, and were 
encamped at the city of Matammeh, where they in- 
tended to make a stand against the invading army, 

Berber had been left in the hands of a few Sou- 
danese who were friendly to the English, and willingly 
permitted them to take possession of the town. 

This city is only about two hundred miles from 
Khartoum, and no place of importance now lies in 
the way of the British advance on Khartoum, the 
Mahdist stronghold. 



AVEBY interesting movement is on foot to secure 
the return of the Jews to Palestine. 

We are all familiar with the beautiful story of 
Moses, and how he led the Jewish people out of their 
captivity in Egypt into the promised land of Pales- 
tine. 

We can follow out the history of the kingdom of 
Israel through its years of prosperity under David 
and Solomon,; we can read how the Jews again be- 
came a conquered people, and fell under the rule of 
the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Persians, and 
how under the leadership of Maccabeus they once 
more became a nation, only to fall into the hands of 
the Komans. 

History tells us how they revolted again and again 
under the Boman rule, and how at last, in the year 
135 A.D. , Jerusalem was taken by the Boman Emperor, 
and the Jews, driven from their country, ceased to 
be a nation, and were scattered over the face of the 
earth. 

From the year 135 Palestine remained in the hands 
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of the Bomans, and when they became converted to 
Christianity this land was regarded by them with 
great veneration. Bethlehem of Judea, where Jesus 
Ohrist was bom, is in Palestine, and Jerusalem, 
where He suffered death on the cross, was the capital 
of Judea. 

In the sixth century Palestine fell into the hands 
of the Mohammedans, and it was to rescue the Holy 
City from the hands of unbelievei*s that the Chris- 
tians of Europe first undertook tliose long and 
terrible wars which are known in history as the 
Crusades. 

The Christians finally conquered Jerusalem, and 
established a Christian kingdom there which lasted 
for eighty years, when the celebrated Saladin, Sultan 
of Egypt and Syria, reconquered the Holy City. 

Since that time Palestine has been in the hands of 
the Mohammedans, and in the year 1517 it was finally 
added to the Turkish Empire. 

The present idea of the Jewish i)eople is to pur- 
chase Palestine from the Sultan of Turkey and re- 
settle the Hebrews there. 

A Hebrew Congress has just been held in Basle, 
Switzerland, for the purpose of discussing this 
matter. 

On the second day of the Congress a resolution was 
offered that a home be created in Palestine for the 
Jewish people, and that the consent and assistance 
of the Powers be asked to the plan. 

The resolution was instantly adopted, amid the 
greatest excitement and enthusiasm. 

Little more business was done that day. The x>eo- 
ple present were so excited with the hox)e of becoming 
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a nation once more tliat they could not bring their 
minds to consider any less important subject. 

The next day, however, the Congress settled itself 
to a business-like consideration of the plan. It was 
resolved to treat with the Sultan of Turkey for the 
purchase of Palestine, and a committee was formed 
to collect funds for that object, it being considered 
desirable to raise fifty million dollars as speedily as 
possible. 

The idea of recolonizing Palestine is not a new 
one. In 1840 the generous Sir Moses Montefiore 
endeavored to start the scheme. Since his day sev- 
€^ral other attempts have been made. 

In 1878 some Jews in Jerusalem founded the first 
colony there, and through the assistance of Baron Ed- 
mond de Bothschild, and of a Jewish society in Paris, 
there are already five thousand Hebrews settled in 
Palestine. They have a tract of land about six 
square miles in extent, and have it in excellent culti- 
vation, producing among other things an excellent 
vintage of Bordeaux, which is a high grade of claret. 

The present plan originated with Dr. Theodor 
Herzl of Vienna. He is a literary man whose work 
is well known in Austria, and he is considered well 
fitted to be the leader of this great movement. 

Dr. Herzl says that he does not think there will 
be much difficulty in making terms with the Sultan. 

He visited Constantinople last year, and had two 
long conversations with the Grand Vizier on the sub- 
ject. While this minister did not answer Yes or No 
to his project. Dr. Herzl says that he can but feel 
that the Sultan was favorably impressed by it, as he 
sent him a decoratioiL 
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A *^ decoration" is a badge or emblem, suoh as a 
cross, star, flower, or the like, which is bestowed bj 
a sovereign as a special mark of favor or in reoogoi- 
tion of some great service. Medals received for 
bravery on the field of battle are decorations. 

Some of these decorations, or orders, as they are 
also called, are extremely beautiful in workmanship 
and design. Each country has its own special orders, 
a certain few of which are only bestowed on royalty, 
or persons of very high rank. 

Decorations are intended to be worn on the left 
breast. To attach them to the clothing they are 
threaded on a ribbon which varies in color and design 
for every order. In Europe, medals and orders are 
only worn on full-dress occasions, bat for ordinary 
use the proud owners of these marks of distinction 
will wear a small strip of ribbon belonging to the 
order. 

These favors are not, as a rule, lightly bestowed, 
and the possessors of the important Eurox>ean orders 
are rightfully proud of them. 

The decorating of Dr. Herzl may have been noth- 
ing more than amiability on the part of the Sultan, 
but it certainly showed that his Majesty was not dis- 
pleased with the doctor's mission. 

The leaders of this new movement are not, how- 
ever, pinning all their faith on the Sultan. 

If it becomes impossible to secure Palestine they 
will treat for a tract of land in some healthy part of 
South America. 

The land once secured, it is the intention to send a 
number of the poorer Jews out to it. 

These men are to be drawn from the laboring 
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classes, and it is to be their work to lay out streets, 
build bridges and railroads, etc., and generally pre- 
pare the way for those who are to follow. 

It is not intended to make any class distinctions of 
rich or poor, or to send out a class of rich persons to 
profit by the work done for them by their less fortu- 
nate brothers. The leaders of the movement will lay 
out extensive works in the various kinds of building 
that we have mentioned, and it is expected that the 
business these works will create will attract settlers 
to the new country, who will start up foundries and 
factories. It is the intention to furnish the colony 
with all the latest improvements and inventions, and 
it is but reasonable to suppose that the new land 
will soon become an important centre of industry. 

The promoters of the scheme look for great assis- 
tance from England, and have approached Lord Salis- 
bury in the hope of gaining his friendship. 

Europe would of course have a great deal to say 
about the establishment of an enlightened and pro- 
gressive race on the borders of the Bed Sea, and the 
new nation could not be established without the con- 
sent of the Powers. 



RUSSIA is about building a new canal, which, 
when finished, will be one of the greatest works 
ever undertaken. 

It is to connect the Baltic Sea with the Black Sea, 
and is to be one thousand miles in length. 

It is to start from Biga on the Baltic, and run to 
Kherson at the mouth of the Dneiper Biver, where 
that river empties itself into the Black Sea. 
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The advantages of this oanal will be very great. 

At the present time a yessel voyaging from the 
Baltic to the Black Sea has to go all round Europe 
before it reaches its destination. Take your map and 
follow out the conrse a ship must take. It mnisi 
skirt Denmark and pass into the North Sea, then go 
throngh the Straits of Dover, down the coast of 
France, across the Bay of Biscay, and down the coast 
of Portugal until the Straits of Gibraltar are reached. 
Here the vessel must pass into the beautiful Mediter- 
ranean Sea, and follow it along through the Grecian 
Archipelago, through the Dardanelles into the Sea of 
Marmora, and x>assing through the Bosporus, it at 
last finds itself in the Black Sea. 

The time required to make such a long voyage is a 
great loss to merchants, and the vessel has to pass 
through so many narrow straits and past so many 
strategic jpoints that the voyage could hardly be under- 
taken if Bussia were at war with any foreign nation. 

The canal is to be 213 feet wide at the surface, 116 
feet at the base, and to have a depth of 27 feet. 

It should, therefore, be a very fine canal. 

Germany and the United States are both very 
pleased about this great work, for both nations see 
in it an opportunity to sell their iron and steel manu- 
factures. 

The Czar of Russia has issued an order that there 
is to be no more exiling to Siberia except for certain 
very serious crimes. 

Listead, large prisons are to be built in Central 
Bussia for the political criminals. The change is to 
go into effect in one year's time, when it is supposed 
tiiat the new prisons will be in readiness. 
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It seems almost too good to be true that the terrors 
of Siberian exile are to be abolished. To most of 
the unfortunate prisoners who were interviewed by 
Mr. George Kennan when he visited the Siberian 
convict settlements, even the horrors of the exile were 
as nothing compared to the awful journey on foot 
across the desolate steppes of Bussia. 

All this will soon be at an end, and the nearness of 
the prisons to civilization will perhaps remove some 
of the abuses and ill-treatment of the prisoners now 
practised in the far-away Siberian prisons. 

If the young Czar Nicholas continues his kindly 
and humane methods of government it is likely that 
he will soon need very few political prisons. 

He has shown much kindness and clemency to his 
people since he came to the throne, and there is little 
doubt that his subjects will soon learn to love him 
and trust him in return. 



THE relations between the Transvaal and England 
are again being brought prominently before the 
world. 

Early in the spring, when it was rumored that 
Germany was taking too friendly an interest in the 
affairs of the Transvaal, Mr. Chamberlain, the 
Colonial Secretary of England, sent a very stormy 
letter to the Boers, saying that England insisted that 
the Transvaal should not make any foreign alliances 
without her consent, and that the treaty between the 
Transvaal and Great Britain, which is known as the 
''London Treaty," must be very closely observed. 

To this the Boer Government replied that it would 
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be glad to arbitrate that point as well as the amount 
of the payment to be made for the Jameson raid ; and 
the various other points on which the two govern- 
ments were at issue. 

Soon after this Dr. Leyds, President Kriiger's con- 
fidential agent, arrived in England, and had a confer- 
ence with Mr. Chamberlain. They appeared to come 
to satisfactory understanding, and there was every 
prosi>ect of a peaceful settlement to the dispute. 

Some weeks after this conversation with Dr. Leyds, 
Mr. Chamberlain was asked by the House of Com- 
mons whether he had consented to arbitrate with the 
Transvaal. 

Mr. Chamberlain answered that some points would 
certainly be submitted to arbitration, but the ques- 
tion of the Transvaal's right to allow a foreign coun- 
try to befriend her could not be so treated, because it 
was expressly stated in the London convention that 
England had sovereign rights in the Transvaal, and 
could therefore insist on her wishes being carried 
out. 

When the news of Mr. Chamberlain's speech 
reached Pretoria, the capital of the Transvaal, there 
was great indignation among the Boers. The matter 
was debated by the Volksraad or Parliament, and 
several members declared that Great Britain must be 
shown that she no longer had any sovereign rights in 
the Transvaal. 

Meetings were held denouncing Mr. Chamberlain's 
remarks, and finally President Kriiger delivered a 
speech before the Volksraad which caused consider- 
able excitement, as its meaning was an open defiance 
of England. 
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In this speech President Kriiger stated that the 
Boers were perfectly willing to abide by the London 
convention, but he stated emphatically that the con- 
vention did not contain a word about the sovereign 
rights of England, and since it had been made, all 
such rights had ceased to exist. 

The London convention was made in 1884. 

Li 1881, after the British forces had been beaten 
by the Boers, a treaty was made by which peace was 
restored, and the Transvaal recognized as a semi-inde- 
pendent republic, under the sovereignty of Eng- 
land. 

In this treaty it was understood that the Boers 
would have freedom of government as far as their 
home affairs went, but that no friendships or alli- 
ances could be made with foreign powers. The Brit- 
ish Government reserved for itself the right of man- 
aging ijie foreign affairs of the Transvaal. 

This was in 1881. 

In 1884 a new agreement was entered into which 
expressly stated that England no longer wanted these 
rights, and that the Transvaal was free to govern the 
country without interference, and to manage its own 
foreign affairs as it pleased. One right only did 
England demand, and that was that the Transvaal 
should not make any treaty with a foreign country 
without the approval of the Queen. 

It stated that the Transvaal Government must send 
her Majesty a copy of any treaty it desired to make, 
and that if England notified the Boers within six 
months that the proposed treaty interfered with her 
rights in South Africa, it must be abandoned. Noth- 
ing was said in this agreement which prevented the 
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Transvaal from having friendly dealings with foreign 
powers. 

Mr. Chamberlain seems to have beoome confosed 
about the contents of the London convention of 1884, 
and to have got it mixed with the treaty of 1881. 
The brave old President of the Transvaal has, how- 
ever, determined to refresh his memory. 

In his speech before the Yolksraad he stated grimly 
that the Boers would oppose to the last any attempt 
on the part of England to enforce her fancied rights, 
and having declared himself emphatically for war, he 
concluded with one of his quaint, pious remarks. 
He said the Boers wished to preserve peaceful and 
friendly relations with the whole world, because 
wherever love dwelt the blessing of God was sure to 
follow. 

President Kriiger's defiance was regarded by the 
British Government as mere speech-making. The 
Government refused to believe that the old man 
wished his words to be taken seriously, and so 
passed the whole affair over as unworthy of notice. 

Mr. Chamberlain has been instructed to enforce 
Great Britain's sovereign rights in the Transvaal, 
and notwithstanding the fact that several of the 
London newspapers are calling attention to the 
treaty of 1884, he is determined to insist on these 
rights. 

It was rumored some time ago that as soon as the 
Greek troubles were out of the way, Germany, France, 
and Bussia would take up the Transvaal question. 

This may perhaps be the reason why the Boer 
President so bravely defies the British Government, 
and if Mr. Chamberlain tries to force the Transvaal 
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to snbmity he may find that he has to reckon with 
these three powerful countries as well as the handful 
of Dutchmen in the South African Republic. 



ATEBBIBLE tragedy has occurred in Penn- 
sylvania at a place called Hazleton, about 
twenty-five miles from Wilkesbarre. 

Some miners were shot and killed by order of the 
sheriff of the county. 

These miners were out on strike, their strike, how- 
ever, not being in any way coimected with the great 
coal strike of which we have told you in previous 
numbers. 

These men were dissatisfied because an extra two- 
hours' work was forced upon them every day with- 
out extra pay. 

Some mules which had formerly been stationed in 
another colliery were changed over to the one at which 
these men were employed, and the care of these ani- 
mals occupied the drivers an extra hour morning and 
night, which the miners resented. They therefore 
struck work. 

Two of the drivers did not wish to join in the 
strike, and the superintendent, seeing this, did his 
best to x)ersuade all the men to go to work. Upon 
this the strikers became angry, and bitter words and 
hard feeling resulted. 

Thinking themselves badly used, the men resolved 
to try and make the strike general in the neighbor- 
hood, and began marching from colliery to colliery, 
urging the men at work to lay down their picks and 
join then^. 
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The strikers ha^se been very orderly, and have made 
no disturbance of any kind, but as they were prin- 
cipally f (Hreigners who are ignorant of onr laws and 
customs, it was thought best to have men on hand 
ready to check them if they attempted any lawless 
act. The sheriff of Luzerne County, in which Hazle- 
ton is situated, was therefore notified to be on the 
alert, and in his turn sent word to his deputies to be 
ready for action. 

The sheriff of a county is a very imx)ortant officer. 
It is his duty to see that law and order are preserved 
within the limits of his county, that the penalties 
ordered by the judges are carried out, and to sup- 
press all riots and uprisings in his district. 

To assist him in this work he has the right to call 
on as many citizens as he needs for the business in 
hand. These men he binds by an oath to aid him in 
the discharge of his duty and to help him to preserve 
the peace. They compose what is known as the 
sheriff's posse, and are a body of men who accom- 
pany him and help him to do his duty. 

Sheriff Martin, of Luzerne County, called out about 
ninety deputies for his posse, and had them in the 
vicinity of Hazleton for over a week before the shoot- 
ing occurred. 

On the day of the tragedy a body of the strikers had 
determined to march to Lattimer, a village not very 
far away from Hazleton. They desired to persuade 
the miners there to join their ranks, and started out 
about two hundred and fifty strong, marching in a 
peaceable and orderly manner along the road. None 
of them were armed, and none showed the slightest 
desire for violence or riot. 



u 
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. They had arrived within a few hundred jards of 
their destination when their road was blocked by the 
sheriff and his posse. 

Advancing toward them, the sheriff ordered them 
to go back to their homes, telling them that they were 
creating a disturbance and were acting in defiance of 
the law. 

Most of the strikers were foreigners, and, failing to 
understand what the sheriff said, the foremost men 
crowded round him, trying to prove to him that they 
were only parading, and had a perfect right to march 
through the streets if they only remained peaceful 
and orderly. 

Unfortunately the sheriff cpuld not make out what 
they meant, and supposed they were defying him. 

He therefore proceeded to read them the Eiot Act. 

This is an act which in the name of the common- 
wealth orders the persons assembled to. disperse and 
go to their homes. 

If the rioters fail to obey they are liable to im- 
prisonment and punishment according to the kws of 
the State, and the sheriff or person authorized to 
read the Biot Act is bound to arrest all persons who 
linger around after the act has been read to them. 

When a riot has assumed such a serious character 
that armed men have had to be called out to subdue 
it, the Eiot Act is generally read, and then the 
soldiers or sheriff's deputies charge the mob, being 
careful not to fire on them or wound them unless 
necessary in self-defence or in performance of their 
duty. 

In this instance the sheriff utterly misunderstood 
the rioters, and as they crowded around him, trying 
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to make out what it was that he was reading to them, 
he lost his self-control, and imagining the men were de- 
fying and threatening him, ordered his posse to fire. 

It was a frightfal affair. Ninety well-armed men 
firing into a crowd of defenceless laborers. Twenty- 
three strikers were killed, thirty-six seriously 
wounded, and about forty more injured. 

As you may suj^pose, our whole country is mourn- 
ing over this catastrophe. 

It would seem difficult to find where the real blame 
lies. The sheriff thought he was doing his duty, his 
posse but obeyed his orders, and the x>oor sacrificed 
miners had no idea what the sheriff was reading to 
them, nor any intention of offering violence. 

The whole neighborhood became so excited over 
the affray that the Governor of Pennsylvania imme- 
diately ordered some of the state troops to Hazleton 
to prevent further trouble. 

The sheriff and his posse are to be arrested and 
tried for killing the strikers. 

The Mayor of Hazleton declares that the shooting 
of the miners cannot be excused; that if the rioters 
refused to go home after the Biot Act had been read 
to them, the sheriff should have ordered his deputies 
to fire over the heads of the mob; and then, if they 
still continued rebellious, it was time to think about 
punishing them. 

The Biot Act states that persons lingering one 
hour after the act has been read shall be seized and 
arrested, and those who arrest them shall not be held 
liable for any injuries the rioters may receive; but 
this is only after an hour has elapsed. According 
to the accounts that have reached us, the sheriff or> 
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dered his men to fire immediately after the reading 
of tlie act. 

The great coal strike is, however, at an end. 

A fresh agreement has been offered, which both 
miners and owners have decided to accept. 

By it the men go to work at sixty-five cents per ton 
until January, when a new scale of wages is to be 
used. This scale will be settled by arbitration 
between this and January. 

The masters and men are to meet in joint confer- 
ence, and both sides promise to abide by the decision 
of the arbitrators. 

It is said that Mr. de Armitt will not pay the sixty- 
five-cent rate, but will only give fifty-four cents till 
the new rate goes into effect in January. The leaders 
have determined to continue the strike in his mines 
if this report proves to be trae, but in the other col- 
lieries the miners will go to work. 

C. H. EOSENFELD. 
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INVENTION AND DISCOVERY* 

BICYCLE-HOLDER.~A clever invention comes 
to us from California. It is called a bicycle- 
holder, and is designed for carryiiig bicyclep on 
street cars. 

It is a simple device consisting of two hooks placed 
on an iron bar, from the centre of which another bar 
depends which is also furnished with a hook. 

The wheel is hung on to the upper hooks, one of 
which passes through each wheel. The lower hook 
is so adjusted that the hind wheel rests in it, thte 
forming a perfect support for the machine. 

It is possible to attach two bicycle-holders to the 
back of each car, and if it works as well as it is ex- 
pected to do, will be a great convenience to wheel- 
men. 



ROAD MAP. — This is also a boon to bicyclists. 
The map, instead of folding up to put in the 
pocket, is rolled on two small cylinders. With the 
map comes a nickeled wire attachment which fits over 
the ends of the cylinders and holds a portion of the 
map firmly extended. 

In the centre of the wire holder is a loop which 
snaps on to the handle-bar of the wheel and enables 
the rider to carry his map stretched out before him 
ready for instant use. 

As the rider proceeds farther on his journey he 
can twist the cylinders and unroll a fresh i>ortion of 
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shi map. It is an excellent device, and one which 
can be adjusted to all bicycles. 

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 

WRIST-GUIDE FOR PIANOS.— This is an 
attachment which can be fixed to any piano, 
and is intended to show the learner just the right 
angle at which the wrist should be held. 

Children seem naturally to be flabby-wristed when 
they are trying to learn to play, and to drop the 
^msts below the level of the keyboard seems to be 
the chief aim and object of every young pianist. 

Tears ago there were not so many inventions for 
making learning delightful to the young, and we dis- 
tinctly remember the fierce battles which used to 
take place at each music lesson over this very wrist 
business. 

As no wrist-guide had then been invented, neces- 
sity — which is the mother of invention, they say — 
taught our instructress to make one of her own. 
Hers was more simple than the present one, but 
probably even more effective. It consisted of a pair 
of sharp-pointed scissors which glistened ferociously 
under the learner's wrists, ready to give them a 
sharp reminder whenever they flagged and showed a 
disposition to droop. 

The piano was not as popular an instrument in 
those days as it has since become. 

This wrist-guide ought to save many tears and 
much vexation of spirit to both teacher and pupil. 



J 
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BOOKS RECEIVED* 

TVTE have received from the publishers, Thomp- 
▼▼ son, Brown & Co., Boston, a set of the Dnn- 
tonian Vertical Writing-Books. This series is de- 
scribed by the publishers as follows : 

" This is a distinctly new series of Vertical Writing- 
Books, having some special features of great teaching 
value. One of these is the specially made pax)er with 
water-marked direction lines which pertains only to 
this system, and by means of which a vertical hand 
can be much sooner acquired. These lines are not 
intended in any way as guide-lines to be carefully 
observed in writing the copy, but simply as a ready 
means of verifying the work and determining whether 
the writer is conforming to a practical vertical style 
or not. 



>» 



NOTICE* 

^T^HE attention of readers is called to the advertise- 
i ment opposite the first reading page of this 
number. This contest cannot fail to be pleasant 
work, for to read through carefully the poem of Evan- 
geline is a treat in itself. We hoi)e that many of our 
young friends wiU compete; and if the proper sort of 
interest is shown in this contest, others will follow it. 
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WORLD 

AND WHAT 15 GOING ON IN IT. 
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IT is said that the Sultan of Turkey has at last made 
up his mind to do something for the Armenians, 
and has ordered that a commission visit the villages 
that have suffered from the massacres, and make a 
careful note of the schools, churches, and monasteries 
which have been destroyed. 

This Royal Commission is composed of two Mus- 
sulmans, three Armenians, and one Greek. 

It is to start immediately, and the Sultan has or- 
dered that a careful note of all the damage done shall 
be taken, and a full report rendered to him. It is his 
intention to reconstruct every building that has been 
destroyed. 

In addition to this, he intends to erect orphan 
asylums for the children whose parents were killed 
during the massacres. 

If this report is really true it will greatly rejoice Eu- 
rope as well as the unfortunate people it is intended 
to benefit, for the impossibility of making the Sultan 
do anything for the Armenians has been worrying 
the various European governments considerably. 

Copyright, 1897, hy Thb Great Round World Publishing Compaoy. 
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There is nothing new to tell about the peace nego- 
tiations. 

England insists that the Turks shall leave Thes- 
saly, and it seems as if the other Powers were willing 
to agree with her. The Sultan has thus far raised no 
new objections, and it looks as if peace would be con- 
cluded within a very short time. 

THE Cubans are rejoicing over the news which 
we have to tell you this week. 

They have won a great victory which is of the ut- 
most importance to their cause. 

Under the leadership of Gen. Calixto Garcia, 
the insurgents have taken Victoria de las Tunas, 
a large town in the province of Santiago de 
Cuba. 

This town was considered one of the great Spanish 
strongholds in Eastern Cuba. At the beginning of 
the present revolution it was freshly fortified, and at 
the time of its capture was defended by seven forts, 
which were armed with first-class guns. 

It was garrisoned by a force of three hundred sol- 
diers, but after a fight which lasted three days, the 
commander surrendered. 

The loss of this town was such a severe blow, that 
the moment the bad news reached Spain a Cabinet 
Council was called, to discuss the situation. It was 
decided that the Spanish cause must be upheld at all 
hazards, and that fresh troops must immediately be 
sent to Cuba, to strike some decisive blow which shall 
offset the triumph of the Cubans. 

The capture of this town is of great value to the 



Unb Mbat is (Boino ®n in ft f32( 

Oubans for several reasons, one of which is that it 
breaks the strength of Spain in Eastern Cuba. 

We have told you before that this part of the island 
is now known as Free Cuba, that the insurgent gov- 
ernment controls it, and that there are no Spanish 
troops marching through it, ravaging it or laying it 
waste. What soldiers Spain still keeps in this part 
of the island are shut up in a few large and impor- 
tant towns. 

These towns are, however, more of a burden than 
a profit to the Government, for the Spaniards dare not 
venture out into the surrounding country, the Cubans 
being too strong for them. 

They are thus practically besieged; their supplies 
have to be sent to them from Havana, and they are 
entirely dependent on the main army for support. 

For months past the great object of the Cuban 
troops in Eastern Cuba has been to waylay the bag- 
gage-trains carrying these supplies. Again and again 
they have been attacked, the guard slaughtered, and 
the provisions captured. The Cubans have begun to 
boast that such comforts as their army is now enjoy- 
ing have been supplied to them through these forays 
on the enemy. 

Bayamo, one of the towns that especially depended 
on the convoys, is in a state bordering on starvation, 
as the last three trains sent to her relief have been 
captured. 

The Spaniards declare that a force of ten thousand 
men is necessary to take provisions to Bayamo in 
safety. 

But it is not alone the importance of their victory 
which pleases the Cubans in the capture of Las Tunas. 
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Their great cause for rejoicing is that at this battle 
the Spaniards for the first time accorded them the 
rights of belligerents. That is to say, the Spaniards 
treated them as soldiers engaged in legitimate war- 
fare, not as brigands and bandits. 

The Spanish commander himself requested that 
the Cubans should consent to an exchange of pris- 
oners. 

That you may understand the importance of this 
request, you must remember that there are especial 
rules and laws which govern the conduct of a war, 
and from which no nation dares depart, unless it 
wishes to be branded as inhuman and savage. 

One of these laws relates to the care of prisoners. 
Prisoners of war must not be treated like criminals, 
for they have done no >^Tong. The patriotism that 
makes a man willing to give his life for his country 
is a virtue, not a crime, and therefore prisoners of 
war must always be treated as honorable men. Noth- 
ing should be done to them but to keep them in con- 
finement, and prevent them from fighting. 

As every prisoner captured weakens the fighting 
force of the enemy, all armies try to take as many 
captives as they can. During a war it is customary 
frequently to exchange prisoners ; that is to say, each 
side gives back the prisoners they hold, in exchange 
for their own soldiers who are held bv the other side. 

Brigands, bandits, and rebels are not considered 
prisoners of war, and when captured are treated as 
criminals. 

Up to the time of the capture of Victoria de las 
Tunas, the Spaniards utterly refused to exchange 
prisoners with the Cubans. They have insisted that 
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the Onbans were rebels, and have shot their captives 
without mercy. 

The Cubans have tried in every way to get the 
Spaniards to treat them fairly and acknowledge their 
rights as a nation at war, but have been unable to 
do so. 

Now the situation is changed, and Spain has at 
last acknowledged the belligerency of Cuba to a cer- 
tain extent. 

When it was found that Las Tunas could hold out 
no longer, an unarmed officer was sent out to parley 
with the Cubans. He said that the commander 
would surrender if the Cuban Qeneral would consent 
to spare the lives of the garrison, and grant them 
their liberty in case an exchange of prisoners could 
be arranged. 

General Gtircia was only too pleased to agree to 
these terms, and the forts were delivered over to him 

Eighty-seven Spaniards were afterward exchanged 
for an equal number of Cubans. 

It is thought that the Cubans will endeavor to im- 
prove the advantage they have gained by holding 
the city of Las Tunas, and establishing their govern- 
ment there. 

One of the reasons why both Mr. Cleveland and 
President McKinley have hesitated to acknowledge 
the war rights of Cuba was that the Cubans did not 
hold one important city in which to establish a gov- 
amment. Their government was carried on in secret 
imd hidden places, and the army wandered from 
camp to camp, without one stronghold to call its 
own. 
 Should the Cubans fortify Las Tunas, all these ob- 
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jections will be removed, and the United States may 
be able to grant these brave x>eople the rights they 
ask for. 

Once recognized as belligerents, they will be able 
to buy what they need in our ports, and fit out a navy 
to fight Spain. 

The Spaniards are fearfol that some such action 
will be taken. The Gk)vemment in Madrid has cabled 
to Weyler that Las Tunas must be retaken at any 
cost. 

An attempt has already been made on the town, 
but the Spaniards were routed by the Cubans, who 
still retain possession of their prize. 

The Sx>anish prisoners who were exchanged have 
been put under arrest for surrendering. They will 
be court-martialled, that is to say, tried by military 
court, and called upon to explain why they gave up 
the town. 

From the Cuban accounts that have reached us, it 
seems that they attribute the victory to the fine work 
done by a new artillery corps which General Garcia 
has just organized. An artillery corps is made up 
of a number of cannon, ea^h having its regular num- 
ber of gunners to serve it. The artillery is a very 
valuable assistance in all warfare. 

The new corps of gunners had only lately landed 
on Cuban soil. It consists mainly of American 
sympathizers with the Cuban cause. The guns they 
serve are two heavy cannon, six rapid-firing guns, 
and one dynamite-gun. 

The Cubans declare that as soon as the dynamite- 
gun went into action the victory was assured. 

On the other hand, the Spanish claim that the loss 
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of the city was due to the poor commumcation kept 
up on their side between the posts. 

For more than two weeks before the attack on the 
city, the commander at Las Tunas had been aware 
that the Cubans were advancing, and contemplated 
an assault on it. 

He therefore used the heliograph, and with it 
flashed the news to the Spanish stations on the 
Canto River, asking that reinforcements be sent him. 
He was surprised to receive no answer, and again and 
again the mirrors flashed his message across the hills. 
No response was received. 

For some unknown reason the commander did not 
send out scouts and messengers to find out why his 
despatches were left unanswered. Not receiving any 
response to his messages, it is strange that he did not 
send scouts to find out the reason; but the idea does 
not seem to have occurred to him that the stations on 
the Canto River had been captured or abandoned. 

He throws the whole . blame of the disaster od the 
river stations, and declares that if they had only an- 
swered his appeal. Las Tunas might have been saved. 

As a matter of fact, the insurgents had been so ac- 
tive in the neighborhood of the Canto River that 
the garrisons had all been abandoned, and the mes- 
sages from Las Tunas were never received. 

The fall of Las Tunas has made the fate of Holguin, 
Bayamo, and Jiguani very uncertain. These are other 
towns which Spain still holds in "Free Cuba." The 
Spaniards fear that they too will soon fall into the 
hands of the insurgents. It is rumored that Garcia 
has already sent an expedition against Holguin. 

Reports have reached us that a president has been 
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elected for Ouba. The reports, however, do not agree, 
and it is therefore impossible to make any decided 
statement about the matter. 

One telegram states that General Bartolome Maso 
has been elected, while another, on eqoall}' good au- 
thority, says that the new Cuban president is Senor 
Domingo Mendez Cax>ote. Senor Capote is a young 
lawyer, and while a bright and clever man, was not 
thought of as a possible candidate for the office. 
His election, if it is confirmed, will be a great sur- 
prise. 

The only information which we get reaches us 
through Havana. It had been arranged that couriers 
should carry the news of the election to the West as 
soon as the result was known. No courier has, how- 
ever, arrived in Havana. Such information as we 
have received has been sent through channels that 
may not be reliable. 

General Lee has been interviewed in regard to the 
state of affairs in Cuba. 

He gives a very sad picture of the once prosperous 
island. He says that there is no business doing but 
that which deals with the actual daily needs. No 
crops are being raised, except those that are required 
to supply food, and even these are maintained under 
difficulties, for the Spaniards destroy when they can 
all the crops the Cubans try to raise, and the Cubans 
try to do the same toward the Spanish. Between the 
two the island is being laid waste. 

General Lee also says that he has distributed 
about $15,000 of the $50,000 appropriated by Con- 
gress for the relief of the sufferers. He says that 
there are very few native-bom Americans among 
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those who apply to him for help. They are. mostly 
Cubans who have come to America and become nat- 
uralized. 

Considerable anxiety is being felt on the score of 
General Woodford's mission. 

He has been presented to the Queen Begent, and 
we must now wait patiently to know how the Spanish 
Gk)vernment will receive the message which he bears 
from our President. 

There are new rumors of a Carlist rising. 

It is stated that Don Carlos and his advisers are 
still waiting for a favorable opportunity to come for- 
ward and press their claims. 

Don Carlos is still afraid of prejudicing the i)eople 
against him by coming forward and trying to seize 
the throne at a moment when the country is in so 
much trouble. He is hoping that the new leaders of 
the Government will make some mistake which will 
render it possible for him to come forward and 
declare himself the only person who can save the 
country. 

It is stated on most reliable authority that the 
Carlists have secretly established an elaborate mili- 
tary organization. They have, so it is said, made 
lists of all the men who are willing to fight for Don 
Carlos, and have arranged and mustered them in 
troops and companies, posting each man as to his 
place and duties. When the time comes that the 
Carlists unfurl their standard and revolt against the 
Government of Spain, they expect, by these means, 
to have a well-drilled army to back up the claims of 
the Pretender. 

Arrangements have been made for the Carlist lead- 
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ere to meet at Lucerne iu Switzerland. Thev are to 
disciisB the sitaation. Many of them think that they 
have been passive long enough, and that it is now 
high time that a decided attempt should be made to 
secure the crown for their candidate. 



AFLUTTEB of excitement was caused in this 
country the other day by the news that a 
Spanish officer had been ins|)ecting our Southern 
coast defences, and had made sketches of some of 
them to send to Madrid. 

Our Government ordered the matter investigated, 
and it was found that the man who had apparently 
been spying on our forts was a lieutenant in the 
Spanish navy named Sobrai. He is known to us as 
being the author of certain letters, calling attention 
to the weakness of our coast defences. 

On his arrival in Charleston, Senor Sobrai char- 
tered a boat and went over to Sullivan's Island, where 
the new forts are being constructed, and spent the day 
examining them. 

He was not admitted inside the works, and could 
only make his observations from the outside. A new 
regulation has lately been made by the War Depart- 
ment, forbidding any persons to inspect the new de- 
fences, except American army and navy officers. 

When Lieutenant Sobrai heard of the accusation 
against him, he protested against it vigorously. He 
said that he had not made the slightest effort to in* 
spect any of our Southern forts or coast defences. 

He declared that he had been in the South on a 
confidential mission from his Government, and that 
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his visit to Sullivan's Island was merely to escape 
the intolerable heat of the city. 

Whether his statement be true or false, the scare 
which he caused will have the good effect of making 
our Government still more careful about admitting 
strangers to our forts. 



THE reports from India are not as em^onraging as 
they were last week. 

There seems to have been small foundation for the 
statement that the Mullah had ordered his followers 
to go back to their homes, and had disbanded his 
forces because of the refusal of the Mohmands to join 
him. 

It is true that the Mohmands have not risen, and 
that the British have little or no fear that they mean 
to make trouble ; but the Afridis are just as trouble- 
some as ever. 

They have now been joined by a new tribe called 
the Orakzais. If these people are as terrible as their 
name, they must be an unpleasant enemy. 

The news comes from the hiUs that these two tribes 
now represent a force of forty-seven thousand men, 
and that they are advancing on the Samana Hills, 
where the British have a number of small forts. 

The tribesmen apparently intend to attack and de- 
molish these forts. 

Some brave fighting is being done in these hills. 
One of the forts was attacked by a body of Orakzais, 
one thousand strong. Its garrison consisted of twenty 
native soldiers, who defended themselves with won- 
derful heroism for a period of six hoars. 
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One of these men whose duty it wtis to signal to 
the other forts remained at his i>o6t until the fort 
was captured. In spite of the bullets that were 
whistling around him, he continued sending his 
messages of warning until he was overcome by the 
enemy. 

Another had been told off to defend the guard-room 
of the fort. He remained at his post, killing twenty 
of the enemy before he was shot down himself. 

Of the whole garrison, but one man remained alive 
when the assault was over. 

These heroes were not white men, but native sub- 
jects of Queen Victoria. They belonged to a people 
called the Sikhs, natives of the Punjaub, a northern 
province of Hindustan. 

With such brave men as these loyal to their stand- 
ard, the British should take heart about their future 
in India. 

The expedition which is to be sent out to punish 
the rebellious tribes is being hurried forward with 
all possible speed. 

The Ameer of Afghanistan has, it is said, become 
seriously alarmed over the advance of the British 
troops to the frontier. He is persuaded that Eng- 
land intends to invade Afghanistan, and take his 
country away from him. 

The Government in India has sent him word that 
though they are obliged to send troops across his 
frontier, in order to accomplish their purposes, their 
object is solely to punish the mad priest, or Haddah 
Mullah, and his followers. They assure the Ameer 
that no harm is intended to him or his loyal subjects, 
but declare that all the tribes who endeavor to oppose 
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their advance or harass the English troops will be 
induded in the severe punishment which the British 
intend to mete out to their enemies. 

On hearing this, the Ameer sent a letter to the 
Mullah, ordering him to cease from inciting the 
Afridis to revolt. 

In spite of this the British Qovemment continues 
to be very suspicious of the honesty of the Ameer. 

Word has been sent to him from the Government 
that no war material or machinery for manufactur- 
ing it will be allowed to cross the frontier into 
Afghanistan until the present troubles are over, and 
the tribes at peace. 



SOME time ago we talked to you about the Ex-Em- 
press Charlotte of Mexico, widow of the Em- 
peror Maximilian who was shot by the Mexicans. 

The Empress, as you doubtless remember, went out 
of her mind from the troubles of her short reign 
in Mexico. 

We told you that after thirty years of insanity the 
poor lady had given signs of returning reason, and 
that the doctors thought a visit to Mexico might en- 
tirely restore her. 

Preparations were being made for the visit, which 
was to take place as soon as the doctors thought it 
safe. All plans have now, however, had to be aban- 
doned, for the Empress Charlotte has become so 
alarmingly ill that her life is despaired of, and the 
news of her death is hourly exx>ected. 

Ever since her afiiiction she has been leading a 
quiet life at the Palace of Larken, near Brussels. 
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Her insanity has never assumed a violent or un- 
manageable character, and her sweet and gentle 
nature has endeared the unhappy lady to all her 
attendants. 

Her mania lay chiefly iu a belief that her husband 
Maximilian was alive, and she spent her days in 
hourly expectation of his arrival. She appeared to 
have forgotten all the troubles which had unbalanced 
her mind, and to be unaware of the cruel death which 
he had suffered. 

The Palace of Larken, where the ex-Empress 
passed her life, is beautifully situated in a large 
park. The gentle Princess would wander over the 
estate, interesting herself in all the various phases of 
a country life. 

It is said that her one pleasure was her dairy. 
The King of the Belgians, who endeavored to gratify 
every wish that she expressed, sent a very fine herd 
of cows to Larken, and the ex-Empress established a 
model dairy farm, from which she derived much 
pleasure. 



ANOTHEB traveUer has reached the summit of 
the Enchanted Mesa. 

We told you how Professor Libbey, of Princeton, 
had successfully scaled the bluff, and had reported 
that there were no traces of human life on the Mesa- 
top. 

It seems that the scientists were not altogether 
satisfied with this decision. 

It has been the experience of all men who have had 
any dealings with the red Indians that^ no matter 
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how vague and strange their legends may be, they are 
always founded on fact. Every tribe has an abund- 
ance of legends, and it has been found that there is 
always a leaven of truth in them. 

The story of the Enchanted Mesa, — how the road- 
way which led up to the village on its summit was 
destroyed in a great storm, and how the people left 
on the top were starved to death because they could 
not get down, — exists in one form or another among 
all the ti'ibes in the vicinity, and therefore several 
men who are versed in Indian lore have refused to 
believe Professor Libbey's assertion that there were 
no traces of life to be found on the Mesa's top. 

A representative of the Smithsonian Institution, 
Mr. F. W. Hodge, has just returned from an exi)edi- 
tion to the Enchanted Mesa, and his account is 
utterly at variance with that of the Professor. 

Mr. Hodge ascended the Butte by means of an ex- 
tension ladder, and once on top proceeded to investi- 
gate in a much more thorough and leisurely manner 
than Professor Libbey had attempted to do. 

After a long and careful search, which convinced 
him that people had once dwelt on this mound, Mr. 
Hodge began to dig at various points where he 
thought he had a chance of making a find. 

His perseverance was soon rewarded. After a few 
hours' labor he found two stone axes, a broken frag- 
ment of a shell bracelet, a stone arrow-pointi and 
several fragments of potberj. 

This proves conclusively that there have been 
dwellers on the Mesa-top, and it seems a pity that 
after all his trouble the Professor wsb not rewarded 
by some such find. 
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Mr. Hodge says that Professor Libbey could not 
have attempted to dig, but must have expected to find 
the traces he was in search of lying exposed on the 
surface. 

By Mr. Hodge's measurement, the Mesa is 431 feet 
at its highest point, and 224 feet at its lowest. 

He thinks there is not a shadow of doubt that it 
was once occupied by Indians, and suggests that an 
expedition be sent out prepared to encamp on the 
Mesa, and examine it much more thoroughly than he 
was able to do. 



THE committee apxjointed to look into the possi- 
bility of establishing a government factory for 
the manufacture of armor-plate has rex)orted that it 
will cost about three million dollars. 

The committee was also instructed to look about 
for a desirable site on which to build the works. This 
raised the hopes of the towns within the iron districts. 
Delegates from several States have appeared before 
the board to extol the desirability of their various 
townships. As yet, however, it is not decided 
whether the Government will build the works at all, 
and so the matter of place has not been taken into 
serious consideration. 

It was supposed that the Bethlehem Iron Works 
and perhaps the Carnegie works might make some 
offer to the Government by which the works could be 
under the control of the Government, or the armor 
could be made at the price the Government offers 
($300 per ton). No offer has as yet been made. 

A suggestion has, however, come from a man who 
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thoroughly understands the manufacture of armor- 
plate. 

He says that by the use of a new process of making 
steel the plate can be turned out at a much less cost, 
and with half the waste that there is in the present 
method of making it. The plant to make this new- 
process steel can be built for half the money required 
for the old-style plant, and moreover the armor-plate 
can be turned out in a much shorter time. 

By the use of this process he asserts that the finest 
armor-plate can be made at a cost of $150 per ton, 
and at that price there would be a margin of $50 
profit. 

The armor factory board has written to him, tell- 
ing him that they will be ready to consider any pro- 
posals from him in a few days, and will inquire into 
his process. 

The manufacturer says that if the Government does 
not take kindly to his plan, he will start his own fac- 
tory, and make armor-plate at $150 per ton. 

There is little fear that the article which this Mr. 
Carpenter offers is of an inferior character, for all 
armor-plate is carefully tested before it is accepted. 



THE people who have gone to the Klondike 
gold hunting have found out for themselves 
the truth of the saying that ^ all is not gold that 
glitters." 

Day after day news reaches us of the trials and 
struggles, the hunger and hardships, of those who 
have hurried off in this mad rush after wealth. 
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Only a day or two ago a carrier-pigeon readied its 
home in Portland, Oregon, bearing a message from a 
party of young men who had set out from that cita- 
to seek their foi*tunes. 

Wishing to be able to tell their friends of their safe 
arrival, the yoang men took several carrier-pigeons 
with them. This bird is the first that has arrived. 
The message it brought was by no means a cheer- 
ful one. 

When the slip of paper tied to its leg was unwound 
it was found to contain these words : " We are all well 
and in good spirits, but tell every one you know not 
to come up here this winter." 

It was written on the summit of Chilkoot Pass, and 
dated August 25th. The pigeon had flown a distance 
of 1,071 miles to bear this message, and was com- 
pletely worn out when it reached its home, refusing 
food, and declining to enter the dovecote for some 
horn's. 

The scarcity of food is already being felt. Some of 
the old miners are frightened, and are coming out of 
the district before it is shut in with snow. 

Hundreds of men are, however, pouring in from 
all directions, and shameful stories are reaching 
us of the wild and lawless deeds that are being 
done, 

A returning messenger brought word that a party 
of men who had for some reason been separated from 
their comrades blockaded a mountain pass, and hav* 
ing barred it up with trees and rocks, guarded it with 
firearms, refusing to allow any one to pass until their 
friends came up with them. 

So lawless did they become that they threatened to 
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shoot the first man who ventured to approach the 
barrier. 

Party after party arrived at the pass, until finaUy 
there was a crowd of two thousand people waiting 
in the narrow gorge to be allowed to pass the bar- 
rier. 

This state of affairs continued for several days, 
until a party of men, more resolute than the rest, 
pushed their way to the front, made a rush for the 
barrier, and overcame the resistance. 

The waiting crowds promptly pushed aside the 
barricade, and began to file through the narrow pass ; 
but so eager was each man to be first into the land of 
gold that the -travellers pushed each other aside, 
knocked their fellows down, and trampled them under 
foot till the pass looked like a battlefield. 

It is strange how men lose all sense of humanity 
when they are thirsting for gold. The stories of 
jealousy, hatred, robbery, and murder which have 
followed the rush for riches into the Klondike are a 
repetition of the lawless doings of '49 in California. 

The question of providing food for these eager 
hordes has been considered by the President and 
his Cabinet during the past week. 

It has been decided to send two detachments of 
troops to Alaska, to preserve order and carry sup- 
plies to those who are in need of them. 

As it will be necessary to send the supplies before 
Congress can meet and make an appropriation for it, 
General Alger, the Secretary of War, has agreed to 
purchase the provisions at his own expense, and trust 
to Congress to pay him back. 

4 4 4 4 4 « 
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ABEFOBT is current in London that a great 
honor has been conferred on Sir Julian Paunce- 
fote, the English Ambassador at Washington. 

The term for which he was appointed ends next 
year, in 1898, but it is said that in consideration of 
the good service he has done, Lord Salisbury has 
obtained permission of the Queen to keep Sir Julian 
in office for another year. 

The rumor that a new arbitration treaty is to be 
prepared is again being circulated. 

We told you some time ago that it was likely that 
another treaty would be arranged for, and it is now 
said that Sir Julian Pauncefote is to be kept in office 
that he may have ample time to arrange the details 
of a new agreement which shall be favorably received 
by both countries. 

It is said that when he returns to Washington this 
winter he will bring with him full instructions to 
guide him in this difficult matter. 



"^ i ^hri next mail from Hawaii is being most anx- 
A iously waited for. It is expected that it will 
bring word what action the Hawaiian Congress has 
taken in regard to the annexation treaty. 

The Legislature of the islands was called to assem- 
ble on September 8th, and the first matter to be 
brought before the law-makers was to be that of an- 
nexation. 

While the United States have been invited by the 
Hawaiian Government to annex the islands, the voice 
of ttie people has not yet been heard. The decision 



Hn& TObat is <5oinfl ©n in It J339 

of the Congress of the Sandwich Islands will there- 
fore be eagerly looked for. 

Some members of our Senate are of the opinion 
that the people of the islands are not really desirous 
of being annexed to the United States but if the 
representatives of the people vote for the measure, it 
will remove all such doubts from their minds, and 
greatly help the matter in its journey through our 
Legislature. 

Mr. Thurston, the Hawaiian Minister to the United 
States, asserts positively that the Congress will de- 
cide for annexation. 

He says that just before the Legislature in Hono- 
lulu adjourned, a joint resolution was offered, declar- 
ing that the interests of Hawaii demanded that she 
should be joined to the United States. 

This resolution was adopted unanimously, and as 
there have been no changes in the Hawaiian Senate 
since the adjournment, he thinks it absolutely sure 
that the members voted in favor of annexation. 



/^^NE of the inhabitants of Milledgeville, Kentucky, 
^^ has a very interesting relic of the early days of 
our country. 

It is an old flint-lock rifle which once belonged to 
Daniel Boone, the famous pioneer, who opened up 
Kentucky for us. 

It is asserted that this rifle belonged to Boone when 
he went to Kentucky in May, 1769, and the history 
of the rifle can be so clearly traced back to its first 
owner that there seems to be little doubt of the truth 
of the story. 
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The barrel of the gun measures four feet one inoh, 
and the entire gun six feet t^'o inches. 

The story goes that it was with this gun that Boone 
helped to kill the 2,300 deer whose skins were hidden 
in the mountains of Kentucky, while the pioneers 
went back to Virginia for more ammunition and sup- 
plies. 

When the men returned a few months later, they 
found that the Indians had stolen and destroyed the 
entire lot of skins. 

The present owner of thn gun has had it for fifty 
vears. 



ANEW bullet-proof cloth has been invented by a 
priest of Chicago, Father Casimir Zeglen. 

Father Casimir is a man of peace, who takes but 
little interest in implements of warfare, and this great 
discovery was made by chance. The discovery once 
made, he determined to bring his inventioji to the 
highest state of i)erfection, hoping that through it he 
might lessen the horrors of war, and save many in- 
nocent lives that are now sacrificed for the honor of 
a country. 

The cloth is intended to be used as a padding or 
interlining for the soldiers' uniforms, and its inventor 
hopes to make the cloth so thin and flexible that it 
can be worn without inconvenience. 

It has already been tested, and the results were 
highly satisfactory. 

The test was made at Fort Sheridao, near Chicago, 
and it was decided to use the Krag-Jorgensen gun 
against it. 
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The inch steel bullet thrown by this rifle has, it 
is said, been known to pierce through armor-plate. 
It has made its way through twenty inches of packed 
sand, pierced twenty-two inches of oak timber, and 
fired from a distance of six hundred yards it will 
pass through five feet of earth. 

The cloth stood the test of these terrible bullets 
wonderfully well. Five thicknesses of the material 
were used for the test, all the pieces being exactly 
the same size, and laid together in one compact pad. 

The first shot was made at a distance of four hun- 
dred yards. It was found that the bullet had pierced 
through the first thickness of the cloth, but had be- 
come flattened out against the rest. 

When the bullet was removed from the cloth it 
was said to have looked like a mushroom, the end 
that had first touched the cloth being flattened. 

The exi)eriments were continued at shorter and 
shorter range, but the cloth was never quite pierced 
through. 

The military men who witnessed the trial were 
amazed at the results. 

Colonel Hall, who conducted the experiments, said 
that he thought that the cloth might perhaps be 
penetrated at a distance of fifty yards, but even so, 
there was no doubt that it would afford immense pro- 
tection for soldiers engaged in actual warfare. 

The material of which the cloth is made is a secret. 
Father Casimir will only say that it is made of silk. 
He keeps it so closely covered that no one has had an 
opportunity of examining it. 

He evidently has the most absolute faith in the 
qualities of his invention, for he is anxious that the 
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authorities of Governor's Island, New York, sliall 
make a test of his invention, and offers to envelope 
himself in the cloth and let the soldiers fire at him. 

He wishes to sail for Europe and give exhibitions 
of his invention in various cities. 

If the Governor's Island test takes place, regular 
army rifles are to l>e used, and the only precaution 
the priest will consent to is, that the soldiers shall 
first fire at an animal, enveloped in the bullet-proof 
cloth. When it is found that the creature escai)e8 
unhurt, the priest insists that he shall be allowed to 
become the target. 

G. H. BOSENFELD. 
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^T^HE peace negotiations are settled; that is to 
* say, the plans suggested by Lord Salisbury, 
and agreed to by the Powers, have also been ac- 
cepted by the Sultan. 

On the 18th of September, after a conference of 
three hours, the ambassadors and Tewfik Pasha 
signed their names to the treaty. As soon as tlds 
was done, Tewfik carried the document to the palace 
and obtained the Sultan's signature also. 

According to the terms of the treaty, the troops 
are to be withdrawn from Thessaly within one month 
after it goes into effect, and the Powers are to con- 
trol the income of Greece until the war indemnity 
of fifteen million dollars shall be paid. 

Nothing now remains but for Greece to agree and 
for King George to sign his name beside that of the 
Sultan. 

Though every one must feel glad that peace has 
been made between these two warring nations, yet 
the terms are so hard for Greece that if she signs 

Oopgrrigbt, 1887, by Thb Gbbat Rouvd Wobld Publlghinff Compuiy. 



t344 Ube Oreat KonnD TPOlorlO 

the treaty she will practically be signing away her 
independence as a nation. 

There is a very shameful story behind the Gieoo- 
Turkish war. In the histories that will be written 
about it, it will be recorded that Greece was sacri- 
ficed by Europe for the sake of Turkish gold. 

We have told you before of the money difficulties 
in Turkey, and that the Sultan has been called the 
^Sick Man of Europe" because of the unfortunate 
condition of his affairs, which were in such a deplor- 
able state that it seemed as though the kingdom of 
Turkey must soon be swallowed up by the more 
powerful nations of Europe. 

The Turkish nation has been on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy for many years. To help the struggling Gov- 
ernment along loans of money have been made at 
different times, and all that was of value in the 
country pledged as security for the repayment of 
the loans. Bonds were issued on these securities, 
but owing to the impoverished condition of the coun- 
try they were of very little value, and at one time 
the Turkish bonds were the joke of the stock mar- 
ket. Still, the bonds existed, and their holders 
hoped at some time to get their money back. 

Few governments are wealthy enough to support 
themselves without borrowing money. In Europe 
most loans are arranged by the wealthy bankers, who 
demand security in return. We explained this mat- 
ter to you in speaking of the quicksilver mines and 
the Bothschilds, on page 1023. 

Transactions of a similar character to that of the 
quicksilver mines have been entered into by almost 
all of. the European countries, and the consequence 
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is that there is hardly a foreign nation that is not 
under obligations to its moneyed men, or financiers, 
as they are called. 

The power of the financiers has become so great 
that they are now able to dictate the policy of 
Europe. Behind the will of kings and emperors 
is the will of these financiers. If the moneyed men 
refuse to lend their gold to a country, they may pre- 
vent its going to war, tha erection of fine buildings, 
or the doing of many things that are necessary to 
keep up its proper position as a nation. 

When Greece, enraged that her Christian brothers 
should be under the thraldom of the heathen Turk, 
went to the rescue of Crete, all the brave men of 
Europe applauded the gallant little country for her 
pluck. But the brave men of Europe did not rep- 
resent the money of Europe. The financiers who 
were at the back of the various Powers distinctly 
disapproved of the war. If Greece succeeded in 
whipping the Turks all the money invested in Tur- 
key might be lost. 

It; was well understood that Greece could not suc- 
ceed in the struggle with Turkey unless some of the 
Powers came to her aid, and so the financiers warned 
the statesmen that Grece must not be helped; and 
because of the power of the financiers, and for the 
sake of the money involved, Greece was sacrificed, 
and Turkey permitted to be the victor. 

The whole situation was thoroughly understood 
by the Sultan, who laughed in his sleeve at the di- 
lemma the Powers were in; and knowing that he was 
I)erfectly safe, and that they dare not declare war 
againsf him, he delayed the peace negotiations for 
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months, and settled his army in Thessaly, to destroy 
the prosperity of the country. 

The i)osition of Greece is now something deplora 
ble. When she has given her consent to the terms ol 
the treaty she will no longer be a free and independ- 
ent nation, but a slave to the countries that control 
her treasury. While she still has her King seated on 
the tlirone, his power is no longer what it was. He 
can 'carry out no great schemes for his country's 
good, for he can enter into no plans, that involve the 
spending of money, without the consent of the Powers 
that are to manage his affairs. 

The plan that the Powers should control the treas- 
ury of Greece was not agreed upon until Germany, 
prompted by the financiers, insisted that Greece 
must lay money by to take care of her old debts, as 
well as of the new war payment. 

This is the story of the Greco-Turkish war. The 
great Powers stood quietly by and let Greece be 
sacrificed, and then insisted upon a shameful treaty, 
that will bring ruin and distress to a sister country, 
because the financiers were unwilUng to lose money 
they had invested. 

The Powers are, however, by no means satisfied 
with the result of their fifteen weeks of deliberation 
and discussion. They feel that the Sultan has got 
much the best of them at every x>oint, and even 
though he has agreed to do so, they are uncertain 
whether he intends to keep faith with them about 
either Crete or Thessaly. 

It is said that as soon as the first five million dol- 
lars is paid he will invent some fresh excuse for 
keeping his soldiers in Thessaly a little longer, and 
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that he will lengthen the time little by little, until, 
in the end, he will retain possession of Thessaly 
altogether. 

He has already hinted that he does not mean to 
keep faith about Crete. 

Ho told the Italian ambassador the other day that 
in return for the good terms he had made with Greece 
he expected the Powers to be very lenient in regard 
to Crete. 

The ambassador, much surprised at this remark, 
ventured to remind the Sultan that Home Bule for 
Crete had already been agreed on. 

The crafty Sultan smiled and shrugged his shoul- 
ders, apd intimated to the ambassador that the set- 
tlement of affairs in Crete was not quite so sure as 
he seemed to think. 

The conclusion of the peace has left every one 
weary and annoyed. The Powers evidently feel 
ashamed of the part they have taken in the affair, 
and are seeking to find an excuse for their own 
wrongdoings by blaming their representatives. It 
is therefore rumored that all the ambassadors 
at Constantinople are to be changed, because the 
Powers feel that they have been outwitted by the 
Sultan, and can no longer have any influence with 
him. 

It must not be supposed that the Greeks are tak- 
ing the matter quietly. 

A feeling of intense indignation prevails through- 
out Greece. Mass-meetings have been held protest- 
ing against the treaty, bonfires have been, built at 
which the people have eased their feelings by burn- 
ing copies of the hated peace document. It is even 
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thought that the Greek Congress, the Boule, may re- 
fuse to accept the treaty as it stands. 

Some of the Greeks declare that the signing of the 
treaty will mean that Greece will cease to be a natios 
and become nothing more than a name. 

Were Greece a little stronger than she is, it is cer- 
tain that she would reject the terms of peace, and 
continue the war with Turkey, but unfortunately 
she is in such a feeble condition that it looks as if 
she would have to do just as the Powers dictate. 

In spite of the anger and indignation of her peo- 
ple, Greece has very little choice but to accept the 
treaty as it stands. 



SOME excitement was caused last week by the ru- 
mor that General Woodford had informed the 
Spanish minister of foreign affairs that unless the 
war with Cuba was brought to a close in October, the 
United States would interfere. 

As you may suppose, this report caused a good 
deal of surprise. If it were true it could only mean 
that war was about to be declared with Spain. 

The rumor came from Paris, and there was much 
telegraphing back and forth to Washington, and in- 
terviewing persons in high positions, to know if this 
report was really true. 

It was a relief to everybody when word came from 
the Duke of Tetuan that his talk with General Wood- 
ford had been a very pleasant one, and that nothing 
but kind and friendly words had passed between 
them. 
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It seems that Oeneral Woodford told the Duke that 
the United States considered the present state of 
affairs in Cuba most pitiable, and offered her good 
offices to bring the war to an end. 

The Duke of Tetuan, in repeating what our minister 
had said to him, stated that the whole conversation 
was most satisfactory, and that he was ready to talk 
further on the subject with General Woodford when- 
ever he was prepared to do so. 

He absolutely denied that there was any talk of 
war, and General Woodford, on his part, declared 
that war would not be thought of until every other 
means had been tried. 

Spain's troubles are increasing daily, and it seems 
more than likely that she will be willing to accept 
our friendly intervention, and allow the cruel and 
expensive war in Cuba to cease. 

The report that more troops are to be sent to the 
island has been confirmed, but it is now said that 
only 6,000 will be sent, instead of the 27,000 prom- 
ised. 

The reason for this is that Spain is having trouble 
in raising money. Money she must have, as her 
treasury is empty, and the enormous expenses of the 
war still continue. 

The new government that was formed after the death 
of Oanovas does not seem to have the strength to deal 
with the situation. It is constantly rumored that it 
is about to resign, and that Senor Sagasta, who has 
such liberal views about Cuba, is to be called to form 
A new government. 

While things are in this state of uncertainty and 
public confidence is thus shakeui it is but natural that 
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tite financiers should be nnwilling to loan Spain more 
money, lest they should not get it back. 

To add to the uncertainty it is rumored abroad 
that there is to be an immediate attempt by the Car- 
lists to overthrow the Qovemment and seize the 
throne of Spain. 

The x)oor Queen Begent is much worried with all 
this trouble. The loss of Canovas at the most criti- 
cal moment of the Cuban war seems to have taken 
away all her courage, and it is said that she is very 
unhappy, and is constantly weeping over her boy, 
the young King Alphonso, for the poor mother fears 
she may not be strong enough to hold the crown of 
Spain for him. 

There is a story that in her distress the Queen 
Begent has sent a i>ersonal message to Don Carlos, 
begging him not to begin a civil war at a moment 
when Spain has so many other enemies to fight. 

A civil war is a war carried on between citizens 
of the same country. 

It is said that Don Carlos sent a very unkind reply 
to the Queen, and said that he should come forward 
just as soon as he felt that the country needed him. 

It is stated that he believes that war with the 
United States cannot be avoided, and that he intends 
to wait till war is declared, and then o£fer to save 
Spain if he is made king. 

His friends are all gathering at Lucerne to hold 
the council of which we spoke last week. The un- 
happy Queen Christine is waiting with much anxiety 
to learn what they decide to do. 



Unt Mbat to Gofna Qn in It (351 

FCUBA, the insurgents continue to be victorious. 
The Spaniards are being driven out of the inland 
towns, and their real strength is now only on the sea- 
board. 

Several unsuccessful attempts have been made by 
the Spaniards to recapture Victoria de las Tunas, 
and to break the power of the insurgents in Santiago 
de Cuba. The Cubans have, however, gained victory 
after victory, and have at last driven the Spaniards 
over the trocha, and utterly destroyed the town 
of Las Tunas. They were not strong enough to 
fortify and hold it, so they decided to bum it to the 
ground. 

In one of the engagements to recapture the town, 
General Luque, the Spanish commander, again ex- 
changed prisoners with the Cubans, and in a letter 
to General Garcia, in reference to the matter, ad- 
dressed him as the Commander-in-Chief of the Cu- 
ban forces in the East The Cubans have sent this 
letter on to their representatives in Washington with 
instructions to bring it to the notice of our Govern- 
ment, to convince them that the Spaniards have really 
acknowledged the belligerent rights of the Cubans. 

The indignation in Spain over the loss of Las 
Tunas gave rise to such very severe comment on 
Weyler's bad generalship that he made up his mind 
to offer his resignation to his Government. 

The Prime Minister, General Azcarraga, however, 
replied to Weyler's message that he had perfect 
confidence in him and in his ability- to bring the 
war to a speedy dose, and would not permit him to 
resign. 



1352 Ubc Great 'Roun^ Mortt) 

Weyler, gratified at this, at once sent one of his 
boastful and nntruthfol replies. 

He said that the war was all but over. He had 
still a little work to do before he could consider the 
West of the island entirely pacified, but that so soon 
as this was accomplished he would set out for East- 
ern Cuba and subdue that. 

The Government appeared to be j^erfectly satisfied 
with this statement, but it is strange that this should 
be the case. 

Months ago General Weyler said that Eastern Cuba 
was all but pacified, and that he was just about to 
finish his work there, and proceed to subdue West- 
em Cuba. After a little while he declared Eastern 
Cuba pacified, and started off for his work in the 
West. 

Now he tells the same story about the West, and 
seems to forget that according to his own statement 
Eastern Cuba is subdued. 

If the great Spanish general keeps on at his pres- 
ent rate of progress, it will be a long time before he 
gets both ends of Cuba pacified at the same time. 

Weyler complains bitterly about the filibustering 
expeditions. He declares that the war could have 
been long since terminated if the United States had 
not given so much aid to the insurgents by allowing 
these expeditions to be fitted out in her ports. 

The Dauntless has been successful in carrying three 
expeditions to Cuba lately. 

One of them was landed only a few miles from 
Havana, and passed within gunshot of the great for- 
tress Morro Castle without being seen by any of the 
gunboats which are supposed to guard the shores. 



HnD Mbat is Ooing ^ in ft t353 

Weyler was furious that such a daring act should 
have been safely accomplished, and has written a 
severe letter to the Admiral in charge of the fleet, 
upbraiding him for his carelessness. 

In the last of her three expeditions the saucy lit- 
tle Dauntless ran short of coal and water, and to the 
annoyance of the Spaniards the keeper of a light- 
house situated on one of the West Indian keys that 
belong to England gave the men the supplies they 
needed, and enabled them to make their third trip 
in safety. 

General Weyler has ordered an investigation of the 
matter, and intends to make a formal complaint to 
England about the action of the lighthouse keeper. 

The way the Dauntless managed her three expedi- 
tions without being caught was very clever. All the 
stores, ammunition, arms, and men that were to be 
conveyed to Cuba were gradually gathered on one of 
the Florida keys. There are a great number of 
these little banks and islands stretching along the 
coast of Florida, and some of them are so difficult 
to reach, for any steamer that draws much water, 
that they make good hiding-places. 

When everything was in readiness the Dauntless 
went down to the key, and one after the other took 
off her three loads. The hiding-place was so well 
chosen that no one knows exactly where it is, and if 
the Cubans keep their secret they will be able to 
send other expeditions in the same way. 

General Weyler has other anxieties on his mind 
just now. He is expecting the arrival of a new float- 
ing dock which has been built for him in England, 
at a cost of $900,000. 
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This great dock is intended to be ttsed as a dry* 
dock; that is to say, it is so made that ships can be 
lifted clear out of the water by it, so that they can 
be repaired, cleaned, or painted. 

There is no dry-dock in Cuban 'harbors, and it is 
very necessary to have one. Ships that cruise long 
in tropical waters are very apt to get their hulls cov- 
ered with barnacles and sea-weed. These growths 
after a while prevent the ship from cutting easily 
through the water, and decrease her speed. All 
ships that are long in these southern seas have to 
have their hulls scraped every now and then. Many 
of the war-vessels that are now in Cuban waters have 
been a year without this necessary cleaning, and to 
make it possible to do the work in Cuba, without the 
loss of time necessary to go back to the Spanish 
navy yards, the Government has gone to the expense 
of building the floating dock. 

There have been no end of difficulties about the 
dock. When it was finished it was so big and heavy 
that it was very doubtful if any ship could safely 
tow it across the Atlantic. The shipbuilders added 
a false bow and stern to the dock, to make it cut its 
way through the water a little, and in this fashion 
it is now being brought to Cuba; but the gravest 
doubts are entertained as to the possibility of its ever 
reaching its destination. It is feared that in case of 
a severe storm the hawser, or strong rope by which 
it is towed, will part, and the costly floating dock be 
left drifting about the ocean, a danger to mariners. 

But this is not the half of the trouble over the 
dock. 

The greatest annoyance in regard to it is that it 
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was built without properly considering Vie amount 
of water it would draw; that is to saj, the depth of 
water necessary to float it. 

Now that the dock is on its way to Cuba, it is 
found that it draws too much water for the bay of 
Havana, and cannot be brought in and used there. 

When this unpleasant news was communicated to 
General Weyler, he cabled to his agent in New York, 
asking him to send a dredging-machine over to Ha- 
vana immediately. To the General's mind the whole 
affair was simple enough : he would get a dredging- 
machine, scoop out a channel, and have the dock in 
place in no time. 

He was therefore much angered to receive a reply 
that there were several kinds of dredging-machines, 
and that to send him a machine that would do the 
work properly it would be necessary to know the 
nature of the soil of the bottom of the bay. 

Now no one has ever dredged Havana Bay since 
the city was first founded in the sixteenth century, 
and there are no means at hand of obtaining the de- 
sired information. There will therefore be some 
delay before the required investigation can be made. 

Added to this, the New York firm sent him word 
that a special machine will have to be constructed 
to dredge to the depth required by the floating-dock, 
that it will take six months to build such a machine, 
and another six months to dredge the bay. This 
makes one year before the 8900,000 floating dock 
now on its way to Cuba can be of any use to Spain. 

It seems a cruel waste of money at an hour when 
Spain is so poor. 

4 4 ik 4 4 4 
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^TTELE election of Senor Domingo Mendez Capote 

Jl as President of the Bepuhlio of Cuba has been 
confirmed. Bartolome Maso was made Yice-Presi- 
dent, and Gisneros, the ex-president, was made leader 
of the Congress. 

General Oomez was appointed Mixuster of War, and 
General Garcia Commander-in-Chief of the army. 

The report says that at the commencement of the 
election it seemed as if there would be some trouble 
between the various candidates for office. Bealizing 
that it would be fatal to the cause to have any bad 
feeling among the leaders, General Gomez proposed 
Senor Capote as a man who would be acceptable to 
all parties. Every one saw the wisdom of Gomez's 
suggestion, and Capote was elected. 

It is said that the new President has done a great 
deal to get the laws of Cuba in proper shape. 

All the Cubans seem to be satisfied with the re- 
sult of the election. 



THE British have met with serious reverses in 
their frontier war. 

They were successful in relieving the forts in the 
Samana Hills that were attacked by the tribesmen, 
but two days after this work had been done they 
were forced to retreat. 

They were attacked by a large body of natives, who 
surrounded them, and but for a timely charge of 
cavalry would have routed them. As it was, the 
British retreat was orderly, and they lost none of 
their guns or baggage. 
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Tho natives are delighted at their succesSy and es- 
pecially because the troops they attacked were a per* 
tion of the force sent out to punish them for their 
rebellion. 

The Government in England is much distressed 
that the check should have occurred. For the sake 
of England's position in India it is necessary that 
the British should sweep all before them, and show 
the tribes that they are not to be trifled with. That 
the punishing expedition should have been beaten 
and forced to retreat will make the work England 
has to do in India stiU harder for her. 

The tribesmen are alive to the value of their vic- 
tory, and have continued to attack the troops with 
the utmost persistence. 

The Haddah Mullah, the priest who has been so 
active in raising the rebellion, is again leading the 
tribes, and has roused his followers to such a pitch 
of enthusiasm that they do not show the slightest 
fear, and perform the most daring feats. 

On one occasion the British were drawn up in 
battle array, and had formed into the square, which 
is considered an invincible method of receiving an 
enemy. The Haddah Mullah and his followers at- 
tacked three sides of the square at the same time. 
The rebels were repulsed, but their wonderful cour- 
age was commented on by the British, who, after the 
engagement was over, found their bodies within a 
few yards of the muzzles of the guns. Such people 
are hard to defeat. 

It may interest yoc to know something about the 
square. 

formation of troops is considered the strong- 
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est. It is used prinoipally to xepel cavalry or to 
resist a larger foroe. It has been in ose since the 
sixteenth centnry. 

To form a square the troops are drawn up into a 
quadrangle, or square, the soldiers all standing so 
that they face outward. By this means each side of 
the square presents a solid front to the enemy, and 
it is weUnigh impossible for an attacking force to 
break through. 

In the sixteenth century the square was composed 
of a solid body of men ; at the present time it is a hol- 
low formation. The soldiers stand in ranks four or 
five deep, the officers, colors, and baggage being in 
the centre. 

The English are particularly partial to this forma- 
tion, and it has long been the boast of the commanders 
that a British square has never been broken. 

The force of insurgents led by the Haddali Mullah 
attacked the English camp soon after nightfall. The 
soldiers were at once formed into a square around 
their baggage, and though, as we have said, the at- 
tack was fiercely made on three sides at once, the 
famous square stood firm, and the tribesmen were 
forced to retire. 

Ten batteries of artillery and eight regiments of 
cavalry have been ordered out from England to help 
suppress the insurrection in India. 



IT is reported from the Soudan that a treal^ of 
peace is about to be made between the Mahdi 
and Great Britain. 
Th0 tocms of the traatiy are said to be ihaik the 
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Mahdi will not oppose the British forces advancing 
as far as Khartoum, and that they may station 
troops to keep possession of the land they have 
gained, but that they must not attempt to go a step 
farther. The Mahdi is to remain King of Khar- 
toum. 

It is not yet known whether the terms of peace will 
be accepted by England. 

An interesting find was made at Berber. When the 
British troops entered the town they found on one 
of the boats in the river a uniform-case marked Gor- 
don Pasha. 

The English officers to whom it was brought were 
much moved at the sight of an article that had once 
been the property of the unfortunate General Qor- 
don, who was killed by the Mahdists at Khartoum on 
January 26, 1885. 



THEBE is news of Professor Andree. 
Tou remember that he started from Spitzbergen 
in a balloon, hoping to sail across the North Pole. 

A report from Arctic Russia says that on the night 
of September 14th the inhabitants of a little village 
saw a balloon which was believed to be that of 
Andree's. 

A day or two after this a carrier-pigeon brought a 
despatch from the traveller. 

The tidings brought by this bird were that Andree 
was making a good voyage to the eastward, and that 
all was going well. 

There is no doubt that this message is a gen- 
uine one from the explorer. The pigeon bore on 
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its wings the same markings as on those which the 
adventurer carried with him. Scientists have, how- 
ever, expressed their opinion that Andr^ has failed 
to reach the Pole. The message of the bird and the 
direction in which the balloon was seen to be going 
have convinced them that Andree has been carried 
eastward, and not across the Pole, as he had hoped. 
It is thought that by this time the gas in the bal- 
loon must have become exhausted, and that Andree 
and his companions have had to cut loose from it, 
and are on the ice somewhere near Spitzbergen, and 
that they may perhaps be so fortunate as to drift 
near enough to civilization to be picked up and res- 
cued. 



FrEBESTING news has reached us about Lieu- 
tenant Peary. 

He left Boston in July to see if he could not es- 
tablish a settlement far to the north in Greenland, 
which should serve him as a base of suppUes, or a 
place where he could leave the main part of his bag- 
gage, and to which he could send or return at will. 

Lieutenant Peary's plan for reaching the North 
Pole, when he sets out in 1898, is to establish a num- 
ber of Esquimau colonies at certain distances apart, 
and leave supplies with each colony on which he can 
fall back in case of need. 

He reports that he will have no difficulty in carry- 
ing out his plan. He met a number of old friends 
among the Esquimaux, all of whom were eager to help 
him in his work of exploring the north of Greenland 
and searching for the North Pole. He has every 
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hox)e that the new trip which he is about to nnder- 
take will be a successful one. 

Lieutenant Peary reports that he is bringing with 
him the great Cape York meteorite, which he in- 
tends to place in the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York. 

A meteorite is a fallen meteor or star, a mass of 
metal that has fallen upon the earth from space. It 
is often called a fallen star. 

From the earliest times to the present there is a 
record of 520 meteorites having fallen upon the 
earth ; 142 of this number fell in the United States ; 
13 were seen to fall. 

Forty-five years ago a traveller visiting Green- 
land noticed that the natives used some kind of 
metal with which they put tips and edges on their 
weapons. On inquiry they told him that they ob- 
tained it from some large stones, but they could not 
or would not show him where the stones were to be 
found. 

Lieutenant Peary determined to find them, as he 
suspected that they were meteorites, and after a long 
and careful search he found them on Melville Bay, a 
little east of Cape York. 

There were three rocks, all of uncommonly large 
size, and on examination they proved to be meteor- 
ites, one of them being the largest ever found. 

In 1895 the two smaller ones were brought back by 
Lieutenant Peary ; but before he was able to move the 
larger one, the ice began to form in the bay, and not 
wishing to be blocked in for the winter, he had to 
leave the prize where it was. 

Last year he made another effort to secure the bi^; 
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stone, but the machinery he was using to raise it got 
out of order, and he again had to abandon the at- 
tempt. 

Now a message comes from Sydney, a port on 
Oape Breton, Nova Scotia, which says that he has 
arrived safely, bringing with him the famous me- 
teorite. 

When his vessel, the Hope, steamed into port she 
was in a very battered condition. She had encoun- 
tered so many storms and such furious seas that her 
bulwarks had been washed away. 

In addition to this she was burning her last ton of 
coal as she steamed into port, and so her crew must 
have been very glad when they sighted land. 

We have not yet heard how the big meteorite was 
wrenched from its icy bed, and it is probable that 
when the Hope reaches New York we shall have an 
interesting story to tell you about it. 



THE news from the Sandwich Islands is of a very 
pleasant character. 

The Hawaiian Senate met in extra session, and 
agreed to the annexation of the islands to the United 
States. There was not one vote against it, and so the 
treaty was ratified by a ** unanimous vote " of the 
Senate. 

Every Senator was in his seat as the roll was 
called, and nearly everv one had a good word to say 
for annexation. 

A protest against the treaty was handed to the 
President, and considered by the Senate before the 
treaty was ratified. 
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The Senators did not regard the protest as worthy 
of mtKsh oonsideratioB, as it was signed by but fifteen 
persons, all of whom were friends of the ex-queen. 
They therefore regarded it as a political scheme ar- 
ranged by those royalists who still have hopes of re- 
storing the monarchy. 

It is said that Liliuokalani has a new plan for the 
throne of Hawaii. She has come to the conclusion 
that the people of the Sandwich Islands want neither 
her nor her rule any longer. She did so many bad 
things while she was queen that the people who 
would like to see the monarchy restored would not 
be willing that she should be queen again. 

Liliuokalani has therefore decided to resign the 
throne in favor of her niece, the Princess Kaiulani. 

This young lady is a charming and well-educated 
person, and the old Queen is wise enough to know 
that none of the objections which people have to her 
could apply to £aiulani. 

If the plan is successful, the young Queen is to 
make ample provision for Ldliuokaiani. 

Meanwhile Japan has agreed to arbitrate the im- 
migration question, but refuses to consider the matter 
from the Hawaiian point of view. 

The complaint which was made against Japan in 
the first instance was that she evaded the law which 
provided that every immigrant must have a conteact 
for labor and fifty dollars in cash in his pocket, by 
giving false contracts and lending the required fifty 
dollars, which immigrants gave back as soon as they 
were safely landed. 

The Japanese refuse to enter into the question 
wbfltiMr thk fifty dollars was fraudently supplied. 
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They aaj that so long as each man had fi% dollazs 
in his possession, it was nobody's business where 
or how he got it. They persistently refuse to arbi- 
trate this point, which seems to be the most impor- 
tant of all the questions involved. 

The Japanese are continuing to send large numbers 
of emigrants to Honolulu, and the Hawaiians have 
become very much alarmed about it. 

They insist that the new colonists are Japanese 
soldiers disguised as laborers, and that the Mikado 
is sending them over to be in readiness to fight for 
the possession of the country in case the United 
States decides to annex it. 



•^'1 ^H ri strike in Hazleton is now over, but the set- 

^ tlement has not been made without a good deal 
of trouble and anxiety. 

When the state troops ordered out by the Gk>v- 
emor arrived in the town, some of the men decided 
to go to work under the protection of the troops. 
The spirit of the strikers had been broken by the 
firing of the Sheriff and his posse, and many of the 
men who were peaceably inclined thought the best 
thing to do was to go back to work. 

The women did not agree with them. The wiv^s 
and mothers of the unfortunate men who had been 
killed declared that their dear ones should not have 
been sacrificed for nothing ; and as the men refused 
to continue the strike, the women decided to go on 
with it for them. 

A strike is of no use unless all the men stand to- 
gether and hold out for their point. The women 
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understood this perfectly, and they determined that 
the men should stand together. 

Arming themselves with sticks, they set out in 
a body for the mines that were being worked, and 
under the very noses of the soldiers raided the 
works and drove the men out. 

The next morning the men, still determined to go 
to work, started out in a body for the mines. On 
their way they were met by a body of women, who 
drove them back with threats and scoldings to their 
homes again. 

The general in command of the state troops then 
decided that it was time for him to interfere, and on 
the third day, when the women attempted to stop the 
men, the troops were ordered to disperse them. 

To frighten the women the officers ordered their 
men to fix their bayonets and advance on the women 
as if they meant to charge them. 

The two bodies met — the women brandishing their 
sticks, and the men with their glittering bayonets 
pointed at this unu^al foe. 

The women were, however^ not deceived. They 
refused to believe that the soldiers would charge 
them, and when they saw the men advancing they 
began to laugh. This laugh was rapidly taken up 
by the soldiers; and the two parties facing each 
other, brandishing their weapons and laughing, must 
have been a curious sight. 

For some time the women stood their ground, but 
finally became convinced that, though the soldiers 
were not going to do them any harm, they did not 
mean to allow them to pass or to do any mischief of 
their own. They then fell back, and returned to 
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their homes ; and the women being disposed of , the 
miners went x)eaceably to their work. 



THE sheriff and the deputies who did the shoot- 
ing in Hazletou have been arrested. 

At the first hearing the judge decided that there 
was a grave cause of complaint against the men, and 
so he ordered that they should be tried before a jury 
to find whether they were guilty of murdering the 
rioters. 

As they were all respectable men, who were not 
likely to run away, the judge allowed them to fur- 
nish bail. That is to say, he said that if they could 
each find a friend who would give the court $6,000 
as a surety that they would come up for trial when 
their case was called, they might go free in the mean 
time. 

Each of the accused men was able to furnish the 
required bail, and so they are all at liberty for the 
present. 



QUEEN CHEISTINA of Spain is not the only 
queen regent in Europe. The Government of 
Holland is also in the hands of a queen mother, who 
is guiding the affairs of state for her young daugh- 
ter, Queen Wilhelmina. 

The fact has been brought to our notice by the 
announcement of Queen Emma that her daughter 
will be eighteen years old next August, and will then 
assume the cares of government. 
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Queen Emma has been Begent of the Netherlands 
since 1890, when her husband King William III. 
became insane, and was declared to be incapable of 
governing. 

The little Wilhelmina was then ten years old. She 
is now a grown-up j'oung lady, and there is quite a 
stir among the royal families of Eurox)e to find a 
suitable husband for her. 

A marriage has been proposed for her with Prince 
Alexander of Teck, whose sister is the wife of the 
Duke of York, and will probably one day be Queen 
of England. The Duke of York is the son of the 
Prince of Wales. 

The young Prince of Teck has been sent to Hol- 
land to visit the young Queen at her castle of Loo, 
but as yet the Queen has neither refused nor accep1>- 
ed him. 

It is rumored that Prince Alexander of Teck hopes 
that Wilhelmina will refuse him, as he is very anx- 
ious to marry a young American of great wealth. 

This is a very romantic story, and very pleasing 
to our national vanity to think that one of the 
daughters of America may some day be closely re- 
lated to the Queen of England, but it is a very re- 
mote contingency, and not very likely to occur. 

G. H. EOSENTELD. 
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INVENTION AND DISCOVERY. 

Tennessee has the latest thing in bicycles. 

It seems that the wheel craze is just as rampant 
there as it is in our own fair city of New York, but 
that the facilities for owning machines are not as 
great there as here. 

To overcome this, a bright-minded individual has 
invented a new device, which is certainly the most 
ingenious we have yet heard of. 

It is a " nickel-in-the-slot" bicycle, and probably 
works somewhat on the principle of the " quarter-in- 
the-slot" gas-meter, which for every twenty-five cents 
put in, releases just that coin's worth of gas' to iUu- 
minate your house. 

The bicycle, however, is arranged in such a maimer 
that for every five-cent piece dropped in the slot it 
will run exactly five miles. 

There is not the slightest fear of the rider forget- 
ting to renew the nickel when he has ridden his five 
cents' worth ; nor is there any chance of his cheating 
the wheel out of an extra mile — or half inch, for the 
matter of that. 

When the end of the five miles is reached the hon- 
est wheel stops dead. Whether it throws its rider 
over its head or not is a matter of no moment to it. 
It stops then and there, and refuses to move another 
foot until it is re-fed with a fresh nickel. Then it 
will bound along again as peacefully as before. 

The story does not say whether a device in the 
form of a small red flag shoots out from any portion 
of the wheel to give a warning when the next " lap's 
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rent is due. But without some such plan we should 
doubt whether this kind of wheel would ever become 
very popular; for while four miles and three quarters 
might be ridden with much peaceful enjoyment, the 
last quarter of a mile would be filled with terrors that 
would spoil the pleasure of the nicest ride ever at- 
tempted. G. H. B. 

LETTERS FROM OUR YOUNG FRIENDS. 



Dbar Editor: 

Where can the '^ pocket protector " and scissors-shar- 
pening machine, mentioned in The Qbbat Bound 
WoBLD, be obtained. Mss. M. E. 

NoBTHPiELD, Minn., Aug. 4th, 1897. 

Deab Madam: 

We are not able to tell you where the above articles 
are manufactured, but you could obtain them through 
the agency of any reliable, first-class hardware store. 
In all such stores they have illustrated catalogues 
of the various articles manufactured in their line of 
goods, and you should have no difficulty in finding 
both the pocket protector and the scissors sharpener. 

Editor. 

Dear Editor: 

I have never written to you before, so you don't know 
tny name. Papa is on the school committee^ so you 
sent him a sample copy. I saw it, and was very much 
interested in it. I am extremely fond of reading and 
have read at least ten different histories. And with one 
exception I like your little book best of all. You can 
imagine how well I like to read when I teU you I am 
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eleven years old, and have read over seven hundred 
prose books, and the books of ten different poets. I 
could read primary lessons when I was three years old. 

Yours truly, 

Eleanor J. L. 

P. S. — ^I am going to earn money so I can subscribe. 
Newbubtport, Mass., Sept. 7th, 1897. 

Dear Eleanor : 

We are delighted to hear from you, and to have the 
indorsement of such a bright little critio as you must 
be after all that you have read. 

Would you not like to have our premium list and 
learn the easiest way for you to become a subBcriber? 

Editor. 

Dear Editor: 

Your little magazine is of great interest to me, as I 
am sure it is to many others. I am especially interested 
in the accounts you give of the search for the Korth 
Pole. I do hope that soon somebody will succeed in 
reaching it, so as to tell us just what kind of a region 
it is. 

I hope that the Cubans will soon gain their liberty 
,br I think they surely deserve it. 

Wishing The Great Round World great success, 
and a long life, I remain, 

Your most devoted reader, 

Alison H. 

Brewster. Cape Cod, Mass., Sept. 7th, 1897. 

Dear Alison: 

Many thanks for your nice kind letter, and for the 
good wishes contained in it. EDrroR. 
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THEBE was a very disquieting rumor last week to 
the effect that England had refused to take part 
in the Seal Conference. 

The reason given for her refusal was that she could 
not join in the discussio^n if Bussia and Japan were 
admitted to it. 

At the British Foreign Office, which is the depart- 
ment of the Govemment that has the charge of such 
matters, the officials refused to say positively whether 
Great Britain had declined to take part in the confer- 
ence, but they let it be understood that Canada was 
at the bottom of the trouble. 

The Canadian Government was most unwilling to 
have Great Britain join in the conference, and asked 
that the mother country should withdraw, and leave 
the settlement of the matter to the colony that was 
most interested in it. 

It was thought that Canada feared that Japan and 
Bussia might look at the sealing question from the 
same point of view that we do, and so persuaded Eng- 

Oopyri^ht, 18Q7, by Thb Orxat Bound World Publishing Compaay. 
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land to object to them, and thus draw out of the con- 
ference. 

That England should say she would not join be- 
cause of Bussia and Japan, was a great surprise to 
the officials in Washington. 

When Mr. Foster was in London last July, he told 
the British officials that he had just returned from St. 
Petersburg, haying obtained the consent of the Czar to 
send a representative to the meeting. England con- 
senting to join the conference soon after this, it was 
thought that the consent of the two other countries 
had influenced her to come to a like decision. 

In the same month of July, our ambassador in 
England wrote to Lord Salisbury, told him of the ar- 
rangements that had been made, and asked whether 
Great Britain would surely be represented. 

The Prime Minister kept this note unanswered 
until September, and then said he could not possibly 
take part in any discussion to which Japan and 
Bussia were also to be admitted. 

Every one wondered what this refusal could mean, 
and it caused a very bad impression, as it came right 
after the publication by the Foreign Office of a book 
in which the letters and despatches which had passed 
between the two countries in the seal dispute had 
been printed. 

This book contained some very unfriendly remarks 
about the United States. Among other things it was 
said that we ought not to be making such a fuss about 
the kind of sealing that is now being carried on, be- 
cause in 1832 we practised the same methods our- 
selves in the South Atlantic Ocean. 

This accusation is absolutely true, but Mr. Cham- 
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berlain, in his book, did not add that bitter experi- 
ence in the south had taught us our lesson, and that 
it is because of the destruction we had worked to 
the southern herd that we are so anxious to take 
better care of the northern. 

So important does the protection of the seals seem 
to our Government, that when the news came that 
England might not join in the conference if Japan 
and Eussia were represented there, it was decided to 
hold the meeting, whether Great Britain joined or 
not. But, being anxious to keep on the best of terms 
with our English cousins, the Government sent a most 
pressing invitation to England, begging her to attend 
the conference, and hear what the scientists had to 
say about the seal herd, even if she would not take 
any part in the discussion. 

In view of this, England has consented to attend 
the meetings, but will not say whether she will take 
any part in the proceedings. 

The English papers say they cannot see what inter- 
est the Bussians and Japanese have in the Bering Sea 
dispute. The United States is, however, extremely 
anxious that these two countries should be at the 
meeting to give their opinion about the proper manner 
and season in which to hunt seals. 

It is intended that several scientists who have 
studied the habits of the seals shall appear before 
the members of the conference, and give their views 
about the condition of the herd. Professor D'Arcy 
Thompson for England, and Professor David Starr 
Jordan for America, will be among the number. 

Bussian and Japanese experts are also to make state- 
ments on the subject; but a report from Canada says 
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that the Canadian representative intends to ask that 
these gentlemen shall not be allowed to s];>eak, as she 
does not think they are sufficiently well acquainted 
with the life and habits of the seals to be able to offer 
an expert opinion. 

Up to the moment of receiving Great Britain's 
refusal to treat with us, every one supposed that it 
was only necessary to explain to England the damage 
that was being done to the herd, for her to join us in 
making arrangements to protect them. 

Now every one is feeling uncertain what the result 
of the conference will be. 

We told you the cause of this difference of opinion 
between the two countries was the careless and waste- 
ful way in which the hunters have killed the seals. 

Instead of waiting till the animals have reached 
their feeding-grounds, they have killed many in the 
open sea; this is called pelagic sealing, and is against 
the law. In addition to this they have killed them in 
an unlawful way at their feeding-grounds. Instead 
of separating and killing the young bachelor seals, 
who are tiresome fellows, and hang round the colonies 
annoying and fighting the father seals who are try- 
ing to bring up their families, the sealers have entered 
the colonies or rookeries themselves, and slaughtered 
the mothers, leaving hundreds and thousands of 
motherless puppies behind to die for want of proper 
care (see p. 736) . 

Because of this the seal herd has been decreasing 
so rapidly that fear has arisen that it will disappear 
if the seals are not properly cared for. 

The object of the conference is to decide whether 
the seal herd is really decreasing, and if so, to make 
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strict laws to protect the mother seals aod their poor 
helpless little puppies. 

A British war-ship, the Wild Stoan, which is sta- 
tioned in the Bering Sea to protect the sealing inter- 
ests of Great Britain, has just arrived at Victoria, 
British Columbia. 

The officers state that the seal herd is undoubtedly 
very much smaller this year; so small indeed that 
there is the gravest reason to fear that the seals are 
really dying, out. 

The Englishmen lay the blame of the smallness of 
the herd on the shoulders of Professor Jordan, and 
declare that it is due to the branding of the seals. 

They insist that the seals who were branded last 
year were so badly frightened that they will not ven- 
ture into the same waters again. Instead of coming 
to the Pribylov Islands, the officers say that they 
have made their way to some other islands north of 
Japan, and that the Japanese are reaping the benefit 
of Professor Jordan's experiment. 

The British officers also say that the electric appa- 
ratus which Dr. Jordan took with him this year has 
proved to be a failure, and that the branding has had 
to be done with hot irons as usual. Trouble with 
the apparatus caused considerable delay, and accord- 
ing to the story told by the officers of the WUd Swan, 
only a few pups have been branded. 

This news makes the conference all the more neces- 
sary. If there are no means of marking the female 
seals without frightening the herd away from their 
feeding-grounds, the different countries interested in 
the sealing trade should lose no time in coming to an 
understanding, that the herd may be preserved. 
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The Japanese and Bussian representatiyes are al- 
ready on their way here, but the meeting cannot be 
held nntil the beginning of November, as Sir Julian 
Pauncefote, who will attend the conference on behalf 
of England, cannot arrive here before that time. 

We shall, in all probability, gain much interesting 
information about seals and seal life from this con- 
vention. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

SEYEBAL fresh meetings have been held in Athens 
to protest against the treaty of peace with Tur- 
key. It is said that the people are becoming more 
violent, and are calling upon the King of Greece to 
continue the war. 

At one of the meetings the other day, angry things 
were said about the King and the Crown Prince, the 
people blaming them for the unfortunate results of 
the war. 

The cabinet ministers and the more thoughtful 
people in Greece are, however, of opinion that the 
best thing to be done is to bear, as best they may, the 
burdens which it puts on the country. 

The Bussian Minister in Athens has laid the treaty 
officially before the Greek minister of foreign affairs, 
and now all the necessary formalities have been gone 
through, and it only remains for the Greek parlia- 
ment to accept or refuse the terms offered. 

The Bussian minister sent a note with the treaty, 
saying that the Sultan considered the Powers had 
done all that they could to restore peace, and he now 
waited for Greece to send her ministers to Constan- 
tinople to arrange the final document which will bind 
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the two countries. The Bnssian minister also stated 
that the Powers offered to assist at the meetings, in 
case any fresh difficulties should arise. 

You must not imagine from this that there are to 
be two treaties of peace. There will of course be but 
one; however, lest you should be confused as to how 
it is that the Powers, having arranged a treaty which 
was signed by Turkey, are now conveying a message 
to Greece asking her to send her ministers to arrange 
another treaty, it is best to explain the matter to you. 

The business of the Powers was to find out on what 
terms the Sultan was willing to make peace with 
Greece. They had no right to promise that Greece 
would accept the terms Turkey offered; they could 
only use their influence to have the terms as easy as 
possible. 

The terms of peace being agreed upon between the 
Sultan and the Powers, they signed their names to 
the document, to show that they meant to keep their 
promises. 

The signing of this paper does not necessarily mean 
that the final treaty of peace is to be exactly like it, 
but merely that the Sultan is willing to agree that 
the frontier shall be laid out as has been agreed upon 
with the Powers, the Greeks to pay not less than a 
certain sum, and Thessaly to be evacuated (the Turk- 
ish troops .withdrawn from it) not later than a certain 
date. 

On this basis Turkey and Greece will meet, and 
draw up the final treaty, which both sovereigns wiU 
sign, and which will bind them to carry out all it 
provides. 

The Boule, the Greek parliament, will have met in 
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a few daySy and will liave to decide whether the terms 
offered by Turkey shall be accepted or not. 

It is rex)orted that the Greek Goyemment will re- 
sign. None of the ministers wish to remain in 
poweTy and be held responsible for accepting the 
treaty. 

It is supposed that the Boule will vote to accept 
the peace offer, and that the excitement among the 
people will gradually die out. It would of course be 
madness for King George to try and continue the 
war, because he has neither soldiers, generals, nor 
the necessary money. 

The Turkish people are as jubilant and happy as 
the Greeks are angry and depressed. 

It is openly said that the Sultan has been so suc- 
cessful about the peace negotiations that there is 
very little doubt that he will be able to arrange the 
matter of Crete in a manner that will be pleasing to 
all his subjects. 

This may be only idle talk, or it may be, as we told 
you last week, that the Sultan does not intend to keep 
his word about Crete. It looks as if the island, for 
which Greece sacrificed herself, will not get home 
rule after all, but will be forced back into the old 
state of slavery from which King George tried to 
rescue her. 



POM India we hear the good news that the British 
forces have captured the camp and village which 
formed the headquarters of the Haddah Mullah, 
and that the Mullah had to flee before the approach 
of the English. 
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Some x>6ople think that this defeat of the Mullah 
will have the effect of bringiiig the insurrection to a 
close, but it is as well not to pnt too much faith in 
this idea. We had a report a few days ago that the 
rebellion was over, and the Tery next week the British 
met with a severe repulse. 

It is certain that the capture of the Mullah's camp 
has had a good effect on the natives. 

The British were so confident that good results 
would follow it, that they ordered a two-days' armis- 
tice; that is to say, they stopped fighting the 
rebels for two days, to give them an opix>rtunity to 
submit. 

The Mohmands did take advantage of the chance 
offered them, and the British think they are entirely 
subdued. The Af ridis and Orakzais are, however, as 
rebellious as ever. 

These tribes refused to submit to the British, and 
instead sent messengers to the Ameer of Afghanistan, 
asking him to help them. 

They have spread a report among the hill tribes 
that the Ameer has asked hostages from them, and 
will help them if the hostages are given. 

A hostage is a person given and held under the laws 
of war, as a pledge. 

For instance, if this report is true about the Ameer, 
it means that he has asked that they shall give into 
his hands certain important leaders of tribes, whose 
lives and liberty are very precious to the Afridis. 
These people to be held by him until the war is over, 
as a guarantee that he will receive his compensation 
for helping them to fight the British. 

Hostages are always persons of high rank, and 
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persons whose lives are so precious that their people 
will not allow them to be sacrificed. 

The giving of hostages is therefore considered the 
most binding form of agreement between savage 
X)eoples. , 

In this instance, however, the story that the Ameer 
demanded hostages does not appear to be true. 

A later despatch says that the messengers sent by 
the Af ridis and Orakzais were turned back at Jela- 
labad, and ordered to leave the country. 

The principal request they had to make of the 
Ameer was that he would give them ammunition; 
bullets, gunpowder, and cartridges. 

The fact that the Ameer sent them back without 
granting them an audience has convinced the British 
that he is sincere in declaring himself friendly to 
that nation. 

The mullahs, or priests, have been persuading the 
people that the Ameer would help them as soon as 
the revolution was firmly established. It is these 
same muUahs who are responsible for the suspicions 
the English had of the Ameer. 

It is said that the tribesmen are just beginning to 
understand that the Ameer does not mean to help 
them, and that they have only themselves to look to, 
to support their rebellion against England. 



THEBE is a report from Cuba that the Spaniards 
have reconquered the town of Las Tunas. 
This, however, seems hard to believe. Only last 
week reliable information was sent to us, that, owing 
to the impossibility of sparing enough men to guard 
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the town, the Cubans had decided to destroy it, and 
had accordingly burnt it to the ground. 

The Garlists are daily assuming a more threaten- 
ing attitude. 

In the hope of quieting the people, who have be- 
come fearful lest a civil war should break out, the 
Government spread a report that Don Carlos had given 
up his claim to the throne of Spain, and that there 
was no fear that he would cause any trouble. 

Don Carlos, however, caused a letter to be pub- 
lished throughout Spain, in which he denied the 
story, and said he was only waiting until the proper 
time arrived to come forward. He added that one 
hundred thousand volunteers were ready to take up 
arms for him at his call. 

Side by side with this unwelcome announcement 
comes the news that there is fresh trouble in the 
Spanish Cabinet. 

Senor Reverter, the Spanish minister of finance, 
that is to say, the minister who has charge of the 
money affairs of Spain, has been excommunicated by 
the Church of Rome. 

This minister has had a very hard battle to fight 
against the poverty of his country, and her pressing 
need for money. 

In his anxiety to help her he committed the un- 
warrantable act of seizing money belonging to one of 
the churches, and using it for the Government. 

The Church protested against this robbery, but the 
minister declared that the Government must have the 
money she needed, and, in spite of the indignation of 
the churchmen, proceeded to take it. 

Finding that they could get no help from the Gov- 



Bnb Mbat is Oolna On in ft t383 

emment, the members of the church appealed to the 
Bishop who had charge of the district in which the 
plundered church was situated. 

The anger of this bishop knew no bounds. He 
would not allow the Church to be so shamefully 
robbed, and sent an angry demand to the minister 
that he refund the money instantly. 

Senor Eeverter declined to do so, saying that the 
country had need of it, and upon his refusal the 
Bishop, without more ado, excommunicated him. 

Excommunication is a terrible punishment to in- 
flict on any one. It means that the sinner cannot 
enjoy any of the privileges of the Church, and that 
he is forbidden all its comforts and blessings. 
Further than that, it almost amounts to boycotting 
(see p. 998), for all churchmen who do business with 
an excommunicated man, or serve him, are put under 
the ban of the Church, and become outcasts with 
him. So that at one blow a man loses friends and 
servants, and even has difficulty in getting food and 
clothing. 

It is said that the Pope was extremely angry with 
the bishop for having taken such a serious step with- 
out first consulting him. 

This power of the Church is very rarely exercised, 
and while a bishop has the right to inflict this punish- 
ment on a member of his flock, he is not supposed to 
do so without first consulting with the Pope, espe- 
cially when important personages are involved. 

His Holiness was therefore most exasperated to 
find that the bishop of Majorca ha4 ventured on such 
a step without his permission. He has, however, no 
ground for refusing to uphold the bishop, so the sen- 
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tence will have to stand, but it is rumored that he in- 
tends to show his displeasure by removing the bishop 
to another diocese where the work will be harder, and 
the income not so large. 

Napoleon Bonaparte was excommunicated by Pope 
Pius Vli. in 1809, but since that time the punish- 
ment has hardly ever been inflicted, and it is thought 
that at the present time, when Spain is in so much 
trouble, the bishop should have sought some less 
severe measure to bring the minister to terms. 

It is of course a terrible thing for Spain that one of 
her highest ministers should be so punished and dis- 
graced. 

It was hoped that Senor Beverter would resign his 
office, and so save the Government any further trouble. 
This, however, he refuses to do, and the members of 
his department are in sympathy with his defiance of 
the Church. 

It is said that friends are trying to persuade the 
bishop to forgive the minister, and withdraw the 
sentence, if he consents to resign at the end of the 
year. 

The bishop is not willing to do anything of the 
kind. He thinks that if the Gk)vernment is allowed 
to plunder one church without punishment, all the 
wealth belonging to the Church will soon be seized 
and taken possession of by the crown. 

This unfortunate affair has brought fresh trouble 
on poor Queen Christina. 

The Government, which has been in a very uncer- 
tain condition since the death of Canovas, has been 
imable to oppose the excommunication of Senor 
Reverter. 
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General Azcarr^a, the Frime Minister, has offered 
his TeBi(;iiation to the Qneen, and asked her to form a 
fresh Cabinet. He says he is no lon^^)^ able to con- 
trol the affairs of state. 

This is the worst thing that could hare happened 
at this moment. The only man vho seems fit to lead 



the GoTemment is Senor Sagasta, bat, as we have told 
jon before, he has very liberal views about Cuba. 

If he comes into office there is little doubt but that 
lie will recall General Weyler, and offer home rule 
to the island, if he does not accept our offer of arrang- 
ing terms whereby Cuba can purchase the island for 
herself. 
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While this i)olicy is very pleasing to the friends of 
Cuba, the majority of the Spaniards are unwilling to 
give up the island unless it is taken from them by 
force. 

Don Carlos knows this, and so has declared him- 
self in favor of keeping General Weyler where he is, 
and pressing the war still more severely till the rebels 
are forced to give in. 

The chances are that if Senor Sagasta comes to 
X)ower there will be a Carlist rising, and the young 
King Alphonse will lose his throne. 

On the other hand, there seems to be no leader, 
strong enough to guide the country, who believes in 
carrying out Canovas' policy, and as far as the poor 
harassed Queen can see, the speedy subduing of 
Cuba is the only policy that will please the people 
and keep her boy on the throne. 

A number of Spanish war-ships have been sent to 
Cuban waters. It is said that they are there to help 
moor the floating dock in some place of safety until 
it can be brought into Havana Bay. 

The dock, however, has not yet arrived in Cuba, 
and it is whispered that the real object of the visit of 
these ships is to be in readiness in case war is de- 
clared between the United States and Spain. 

The Spaniards are very angry with us just now, 
and the Madrid papers publish statements which as- 
sert that there is no possibility of avoiding the war. 

They think that we sympathize with the Cubans, 
and would be so glad to see Cuba free that we are 
helping the insurgents to defy them. 

They will not believe that General Woodford's 
mission to Spain is peaceful and kindly meant. In 
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spite of the statement made by the Duke of Tetaan 
about the friendliness of the meeting, the Madrid 
papers insist that the Qnited States sent an ultimar 
turn to Spain, which means that she sent a message, 
that either the war must be immediately brought to a 
close, or we would fight her. 

There are rumors that Austria will join with Spain, 
in case such a war should break out. The Queen 
Begent was an Austrian princess before she became 
Queen of Spain, and therefore the Spaniards think 
that Austria would be certain to help them. 

There is little foundation for all this wild talk. 
We do not want a war with Spain, nor, for the matter 
of that, with any other nation. We would prefer to 
live in x>eace with aU men. We cannot, however, see 
the struggle in Cuba without suffering grief and pain, 
and trying to do what we can to bring it to an end. 

Both President McEanley and President Cleveland 
were most careful to keep on good terms with Spain, 
and the mission of General Woodford has been under- 
taken with the desire of being helpful to both Cuba 
and Spain. 

All our friendship for one party or the other can- 
not blind us to the fact that Spain is losing ground in 
Cuba. 

Despite our care, and the wat<3hfulness of the gun- 
boats stationed along the coast, expeditions are con- 
stantly leaving our shores and taking supplies to the 
rebels from their friends over here. The cause 
seems sti:pnger than ever, and it seems merely a waste 
of men and money to prolong the struggle. 

Our President, understanding this, and seeing how 
Spain is harassed in other ways with the Carlists, 
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and the Goyemment, and the war in the Philippine 
Ishuids, thinks this is a good time to try and make 
X)eace. 

It is quite sure that General Woodford has said 
nothing to anger Spain, but it has not been thought 
advisable to publish the note which he presented, and 
so it is not possible to tell you just what he did say. 

It is supposed, however, that the note contained an 
ofifer to make peace between the combatants on the 
ground of the purchase of Cuba by the Cubans, the 
United States to guarantee the payment of the sum 
of money agreed upon. 

General Woodford has cabled to the State Depart- 
ment asking permission to publish the contents of the 
note he gave the Duke of Tetuan. 

The President is considering the matter, and will 
probably call a Cabinet council to discuss it before 
anything is decided. 

In the mean time, the Spanish are in such an ex- 
cited state that the Government of Spain fears for the 
safety of our minister. A special guard was there- 
fore ordered to accompany him from San Sebastian 
to Madrid. 

On his arrival at Madrid, the guard, which had 
travelled with him on the train, again took him in 
charge, and conducted him safely to the American 
legation. 

It is to be hoped that this angry feeling wiU soon 
subside, and that the Spaniards may allow the United 
States to show that her only wish in the matter of 
Cuba is to do what is just and right for all parties 
concerned. 

The resignation of the Spanish ministry will of 
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oonrse delay the answer to our letter, as it would be 
wrong for the Government to press for an answer 
while affairs are so unsettled in Spain. 



AnSTBIA has been having her share of excitement 
during the past week. 

On the opening of the parliament in Vienna, a dis- 
graceful scene was made by the members of the 
lower house. 

The session was to be opened by the Premier, 
Count Badeni. When he entered the hall he was 
greeted with howls and hisses, and cries of derision. 

For certain reasons, which we will explain later, 
the Premier is at present very unpopular with the 
parliament, and so the members greeted him in this 
shameful manner, and finally one of the members, be- 
coming more excited than the others, advanced toward 
the Premier, and began calling him names. 

The result has been a duel between the member. 
Dr. Wolff, and the Premier, and the occurrence has 
raised a storm throughout the country, for that a 
Prime Minister should fight a duel with another 
member of the Government is an unheard-of thing. 

Austria is a very difficult nation to govern, and the 
position of premier is by no means a bed of roses. 

The reason of the difficulty is that Austria is com- 
posed of so many different states which have very 
little in common with each other. 

In all, there are three great divisions : the Austrians 
proper, who are Germans in their leaning and lan- 
guage; the Hungarians, or Magyars, who are a 
haughty, fierce people, speaking their own tongue. 
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proud of their traditions, and who look down on the 
more modern Austrians as upstarts. Besides these 
there are the Bohemians or Czechs (cheks), who speak 
still another language, and are a wild and quickly 
irritated people, obstinate, and as a rule slow-witted. 

It is but natural that one or other of these people 
should be constantly offended at the course of the 
Government, and see in every new law an attempt to 
rob them of their rights and privileges. 

The great trouble at present is the variety of the 
languages spoken. An attempt has been made by the 
Gk)vemment to enforce the speaking of German 
throughout Austria. A law was passed making Ger- 
man the language in which all official business must 
be carried on; but to make it perfectly fair for the 
Hungarians and Bohemians as well as for the Austri- 
ans, the law provided that all officers of the Govern- 
ment who were stationed in districts where Czech or 
Magyar was spoken must be able to speak these 
tongues as well as German. 

This law is intensely unpopular. 

The Austrians want one language throughout the 
country, and are indignant at having to learn the 
Czech and Magyar, which are both frightfully difficult ; 
some people laughingly declare that Czech is as hard 
to learn as Chinese. The Bohemians and Hun- 
garians, on the other hand, do not wish their lan- 
guages to die out, and they think that it would be 
only right to allow them to use their own tongue for 
official business throughout Bohemia and Hungary. 

They have become so violently opposed to the law, 
that they have been making a great effort to revive 
their language, and have established a literature of 
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their own, and are having the Czech language taught 
in the schools. In Prague and many of the cities of 
Bohemia, no other language is spoken. 

Now Count Badeni, who has the difficult task of 
handling all these fiery people, has got into disgrace 
all around. 

The Austrians are angry with him because in a 
certain place, and for a certain occasion, he allowed 
the Bohemians to use their own language for official 
business. The Bohemians are angry with him for 
having forbidden a certain public meeting ; and others 
are again incensed against the Prime Minister for 
having offended them in various, apparently unim- 
portant ways. 

It was on account of his unpopularity and the 
various quarrels with him that he was so badly 
treated by the members of the parliament, and was 
finally so exasperated that he determined to fight a 
duel. 

In Austria it is a criminal offence to fight a duel, 
and all the persons engaged in an affair of the kind 
can be imprisoned for from one to five years. 

The Prime Minister, however, felt that he had been 
so terribly insulted that nothing but a duel could 
satisfy his sense of honor. 

He therefore telegraphed to the Emperor, asking 
his permission to fight. 

Duelling used to be a very common practice in 
Europe, and was considered the only means of aveng- 
ing an insult. It was, however, carried to such an 
extent, that men would call one another out, as it was 
termed, for the most trifling offence. So many good 
and brave men were killed in this unreasonable 
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manner, that one country after another began to make 
laws forbidding the practice. These laws have only 
been in force for a very few years, and in cases where 
men are terribly provoked, they still turn to duelling 
as a means of settling their disputes. 

The Emperor of Austria, when he learnt of the 
shameful things that had been said to the Count, felt 
that, were he in the Premier's place, nothing but a 
duel could satisfy his honor, and so he gave his per- 
mission, and the duel took place. 

Count Badeni was shot in the arm, and severely 
wounded; Dr. Wolff escaped unhurt. 

Immediately the duel had taken place the Premier's 
enemies seized upon it as a means of disgracing him. 

They raised a tumult about it, and declared that a 
man who would break the law by fighting a duel was 
not fit to manage the affairs of Government, and 
begged that the Count be dismissed from office, and 
arrested. 

The Premier was, however, well aware of the 
serious nature of the act he contemplated, and that 
dueUing was not a becoming occupation for a Prime 
Minister, so, when he asked the Emperor's permis- 
sion to fight, he also sent in his resignation as Prime 
Minister. 

The Emx)eror of Austria apx)ears to be a very fair- 
minded man. Having given his x)ermission for the 
duel, he was not going to desert the Count. 

He refused to accept the Count's resignation, and, 
as a reply to the enemies of his Prime Minister, 
issued a decree forbidding the courts from prosecut- 
ing the Count for breaking the law. 

Such a decree would not do for us in America, 
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where the law is the highest power in the state, and 
even the President is bound to obey it; but in Austria, 
where such a thing was possible, it was certainly very 
considerate of the Emperor to stand so bravely by his 
minister. 

Duelling is also against the laws of the Church, 
and the Count might have got into fresh trouble with 
his bishop if kind friends had not helped him in this 
direction also. 

His case was represented to the Pope, who also 
recognized that he had been terribly tried and pro- 
voked, and graciously pardoned him. 

Despite the efforts of his enemies, he has been able 
to make peace with both his emperor and his bishop, 
and though he will not have a pleasant time of it with 
such a parliament against him, he ought to be able 
to overcome his difficulties with two such powerful 
friends behind him. 



THEBE was a delightful celebration the other 
afternoon in New York at East Kiver and 
Twenty-fourth Street. 

It was the occasion of the opening of a new Becrea- 
tion Pier, and the children were out in force to take 
possession of their newly acquired property. 

When the present dock commissioners came into 
office they found an old law on the books of the city 
which had never been put in force. 

It provided that the dock commissioners could 
build an upper deck to any of the piers which jutted 
out into the river, and arrange it for the use of the 
people as a recreation pier, a place where the chil- 
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dren conld walk aod run and romp and play, and the 
mothers could take the babiea for a breath of fresh air 
on the summer nights, when their work was done. 

Finding the law on the books, these kindly men 
determined to carry it out, and so they built the pier 
at the foot of Third Street; and, when that was fin- 



ished, began work on the one at East Twenty-fourth 
Street, which was opened the other day. 

There are to be five of these piers in all — two on 
the west aide, and three on the east. 

The pier was opened by the Mayor, amid much 
merry music and general good feeling. 

At the head cf the pier a wooden band-stand had 
been erected. This wa8 gaily decked with flags, and 
filled with chairs for the city fathers, who were to 
come and make Bi>eeche8 and give the pier to the 
people. 
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Seats had been set aside for the children, and the 
little ones flocked to them in hundreds, seeming to 
feel that this pier was for their especial benefit. 
They crowded every entrance, eagerly waiting for the 
moment when the city should give the new building 
to the people. 

Presently the Mayor, Colonel O'Brien, and several 
others walked down the pier. Colonel O'Brien is 
the chief of the dock commissioners who have 
worked so faithfully to give the people this pleasure. 

As the Mayor came down the aisle the little ones 
cheered and cheered, and the big i)eople joined them, 
and waved their handkerchiefs, and it was quite an 
exciting moment. 

Then the party mounted the decorated stand, and 
in a few pleasant words the Mayor presented the gift 
of the city to the people. 

He was followed by several other speakers, among 
them Mr. John Proctor Clarke, who said some very 
nice things to the children. 

He began by leaving the benches where the guests 
were seated, and walking across the stand until he 
was as near to the children as possible, for he said 
that what he had to say was intended for them, and 
not for the grown-ups, and so he wanted them to hear 
him clearly. 

" The Mayor," he said, " has given this pier to you ; 
but do not think he has given it as a charity. He 
has given it to me as well as to you, he has given it 
to aU the people who are here to-day, and all the 
I)eople in the city of New York, not as a charity to 
us, but because now that the city has finished it, it 
belongs to us by right as citizens of this town. 
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^ The city has given us the use of this pier, and 
promises to keep it swept and clean, and in good re- 
pair for us, but it is ours; we own it, it belongs to us 
as citizens. 

^ Now what do we do with the things that belong to 
us? Do we throw them away, or destroy them? We 
take care of them so that they may last, don't we? 

^ Yes. Well, that's all I have to say to you about 
this pier. It is yours. Take care of it." 

The new pier is one of the largest of the five that 
are to surround the city. It is roofed over, so that 
those who wish to enjoy it are sheltered from the sun. 

It is seven hundred and twenty feet long, and fifty 
feet wide. Plenty large enough for crowds of i)eople 
to use it in comfort. 

The pier juts farther out into the river than any of 
the neighboring docks, and at its end there is a fine 
view up and down the river. 

Mayor Strong made a suggestion during the cere- 
monies that met with great favor. 

He said that he thought it would be a very nice 
thing to put glass sides into the pier, and heat it. 
He thought it would make a grand hall for the people 
of the district to use for meetings in winter, as well as 
promenading in summer. 

These five recreation piers are likely to prove a 
great blessing to the city. The people who know 
most about such things have learned that to keep 
boys and girls good they must be made happy. One 
of the easiest ways to make them happy is to give 
them plenty of places where they can romp and play 
in the fresh air and sunshine. 

G. H. BOSENEELD. 



BnD Wbat is Gofttfi On fn ft 1397 

INVENTION AND DISCOVERY* 

STOKM FEONT FOE VEHICLES.-For those 
who live in the country and do much driving in 
the winter, this storm front is a capital scheme. 

It is made on the same plan as the glass front of 
the new hansom cabs which have been introduced 
into this country within the last few years. 

The front is made in one solid piece. There are 
two little glass windows in it, to enable the occupants 
of the buggy to see out. When it is not in use it is 
pulled up over the heads of the riders, and when the 
storm comes on a cord lets it down in front of them. 

It is so adjusted that the driver can handle the 
reins under it, and while it might not be safe to drive 
a skittish horse with it down, still for the ordinary 
use in the country it will be a great comfori. 

COMBINED PUESE, PAECEL - C AEEIEE, 
AND BUCKXiE. — This is an ingenious device. 
Arranged in the form of a buckle for a waist-belt, it 




answers the several purposes of purse, parcel-carrier, 
and buckle. 
The picture you see represents the back of the 
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buckle; the front being in the form of a pretty 
butterfly. 

From the lower side of the clasp a strong hook is 
suspended. This hook is a patent hook, opening to 
catch the strings of parcels, and snapping tightly to- 
gether again. 

A little snap on the under side of one of the wings 
opens, and the body of the butterfly turns back and 
reveals a neat little purse, large enough for car fare 
or railroad tickets. 

The buckle is principally intended for the use of 
bicyclists who need to utilize every scrap of space, 
but for ordinary wear it is neat and attractive as well 
as useful. G. H. B. 

FIRST PRIZE CONTEST. 

rhas been difficult to separate carefully the best 
two lists from among the two hundred and odd 
received in the First Prize Competition. However, 
a very careful canvass of them has been made, and it 
has been found that as many as ten were complete 
lists. Naturally, those who sent in first receive the 
prizes, and we are pleased to announce that the first 
prize goes to Miss Marguerite Metivier, Greenwood 
Ave., Waltham, Mass., and the second prize to 
Walter L. Solomon, 344 West 145th Street. If they 
will write us their choice of the prizes, we will send 
them immediately. 




WORLD 

AND WHAT 15 GOING ON IN IT. 
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I HFi new Prime Minister of Spain is Senor Sa- 
•^ gasta. After several days of uncertainty the 
Queen decided to appoint him. 

No sooner was her decision known than a report 
was circulated that Weyler had sent in his resigna- 
tion; it was also rumored that Sagasta had stated 
that one of his first official acts would be to remove 
Weyler from Cuba. 

The truth of the matter is that Weyler does not in- 
tend to leave the island if he can help it. 

Just before the ministry resigned, when it was 
known that they could not remain in power many 
days longer, he hurried oflf a long report of the work 
he had done in Cuba ; this he hoped would help him 
with the new Minister, and enable him to keep his 
place. 

In this report he said that Western Cuba was paci- 
fied, and that he had effected a great improvement in 
the condition of Cuba since his arrival there. He 
stated that he had given Cuba a fresh lease of life, 

Copyright, 1897, by Ths Qbbat Round Wobld PubllshiDg Company. 
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that trains were numing regularly thronghont the 
island, the telegraph was in working order, and the 
troops, in spite of the fact that their pay was six 
months in arrears, were in excellent health and spir- 
its. Every one of these statements is declared, by 
those who are in a position to know the real state of 
affairs in Cuba, to be absolutely false. 

Having this letter safely in the hands of the Gov- 
ernment, the General waited for developments; then 
as soon as the ministry under (General Azcarraga had 
gone out of office and that of Senor Sagasta had come 
in, he cabled to the new Prime Minister, saying that 
he had no intention of resigning his office, but instead, 
begged to offer his services to the new ministry. 

A great excitement is being worked up over him in 
Cuba, which his enemies declare is being done by his 
orders. Soldiers are parading the streets, crying, 
** Long live Weyler !" Merchants are hurrying to the 
palace, begging him not to resign, and a rumor having 
been circulated that it is the United States that has 
been asking that he be sent away from Cuba, the sol- 
diers are adding cries of *" Death to the United States !" 

The Cuban and Anierican residents of Havana are 
terror-stricken. Much as they desired to be free of 
the tyrant, they now dread his downfall lest it shall 
cause more trouble for them. 

It is said that Senor Sagasta will try to bring the 
war to a close by offering liberal terms of Home Bule 
to Cuba. 

In fact, the new cabinet has already held a council 
in which it was agreed to establish reforms in the isl- 
and with as little delay as possible. 

The Colonial Minister has been instructed to pre- 
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pare a draft of the scheme for Home Bule, and to 
have it ready to present to the cabinet officers at their 
next meeting. 

The Cubans, however, declare that they do not 
want Home Bule. They have been fighting for free- 
dom, and nothing less will satisfy them. They are 
willing to buy their freedom from Spain, but they 
declare that they will never lay down their arms until 
Cuba is free. 

A despatch from the Philippine Islands brings the 
news that Spain is faring badly in that direction also. 

In a recent battle four hundred Spanish soldiers 
were killed. It seems that the rebels in the Philip- 
pines fight in the American Indian fashion ; that is to 
say, they get under cover, behind bushes or trees, 
and, taking careful aim at their enemy, make every 
shot tell. In this manner they are able to inflict 
great injury without suffering much themselves. 
;:: It is reported that an entire battalion of Spanish 
soldiers, eight hundred strong, has deserted in a body 
to the rebels. 

The soldiers in the Philippines are suffering just 
as severely for food and pay as their brother soldiers 
in Cuba, and finding that the rebels feed their sol- 
diers well, and treat them better than the Spaniards, 
great numbers are constantly deserting and joining 
the rebel ranks. 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

Affairs in Greece are still unsettled. 

When the Prime Minister told the Boule * or par- 
liament the terms of the treaty, there was much dis- 
satisfaction expressed by the members. 

* Pronounced wulee. 
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M. Balli, the Prime Minister, stated that he was 
fully aware how hard the terms of the treaty were, 
but he thought that Greece must accept and make the 
best of them. 

He told the Boule that it was not possible for 
Greece to continue the war; she had neither men nor 
money to do it with ; but he wished it understood that 
he was merely stating his opinion; he would not at- 
tempt to advise the nation on such a serious point. 

If the Boule decided to accept the terms offered by 
Turkey, he stated that the ministry was prepared to 
carry' them out, and do all in its power to assist the 
country in the crisis ; he, however, asked the Boule, 
on behalf of the ministry, for a vote of confidence, 
that is, an expression of belief that the ministers were 
doing the best that could be done for the good of the 
country. 

When Mr. BaUi had finished speaking, a member 
of the House rose to his feet, and began to blame the 
ministry for all the ills that Greece was called upon 
to endure. This turned the members against Mr. 
Balli and the rest of the ministers, and the vote of 
confidence was refused. Mr. Balli was thereupon 
obUged to send his resignation to the King. 

King George has already chosen the new Premier, 
and a Greek prince of high rank has been selected to 
go to Constantinople and arrange the treaty, the 
Boule having decided to accept the terms offered. 

Both Spain and Greece now have new ministers 
who are undertaking the difficult task of piloting 
their countries through their difficulties. 

4 « 4 « 4 4 

It was just as well that we did not put too much 
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faith in the story that the war on the Indian frontier 
would be ended with the defeat of the Haddah Mullah. 

News has reached us that the British forces have 
once again been checked by the tribesmen. 

This time it was the Mohmads who were the vic- 
tors. These men, if you remember, professed them- 
selves ready to submit to English rule, and when the 
troops arrived in their neighborhood, offered their 
allegiance to the British officers. 

They were, however, told that to prove their good 
faith they must, one and all, give up their rifles. 
Upon hearing this they became sulky, and refused to 
do anything of the sort. 

The British waited the two days they had prom- 
ised, and then began to destroy the villages of the re- 
bellious tribesmen. On one of these expeditions 
they were in turn attacked by the Afridis, and de- 
feated. 

In the meanwhile the Ameer of Aghanistan is un- 
easy over the advance of the British into the hills 
that form his frontier. He is afraid that the British 
will not be satisfied with punishing the tribesmen, 
but will endeavor to take possession of lands belong- 
ing to him. He has therefore sought the aid of Rus- 
sia, and has obtained the Czar's promise to help him 
in case the British attempt to encroach on Afghan- 
istan. 

He is at the same time keeping faith with the Eng- 
lish. He has issued a proclamation, forbidding his 
subjects to leave the country under penalty of a heavy 
fine, so that it will not be possible for them to go and 
join the tribesmen. He is doing all in his power to 
keep faith with England, but it is said that he is 
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much pleased that he has secured the aid of Eussia 
to protect him in case of need. 



In the Soudan, the English are steadily advancing 
on Khartoum. 

The Mahdists are making a strong stand there, and 
it is expected that the decisive battle will be fought 
in the near neighborhood of that city. 

A newspaper correspondent who is with the Sou- 
dan expedition writes a most interesting account of 
the rapid way the soldiers are building a railroad 
across the desert. The road is being finished at the 
rate of nearly two miles a day, and when completed 
wiU enable the army to bring men and suppUes from 
Cairo in a few days instead of the many weary weeks 
which are now required. 

The building of the railway through the desert has 
been entrusted to the engineer corps. These engi- 
neers are soldiers whose duty it is to build fortifica- 
tions, railroads, bridges, or any works which the 
commander of the force may think necessary. 

In building a raiboad the first thing to be done is 
to prepare the road-bed, so that it will not give way 
under the weight of the trains that are to pass over it. 
This is done by digging out or banking up the earth 
so that the bed shall be level. When the earth-bank 
has been made as high and as solid as necessary, 
huge wooden beams, called sleepers, are placed across 
it at regular intervals, and on these sleepers the rails 
are laid. 

The correspondent describes the laying of the rails 
as follows : 



Unb xmibat to 6ofng On in ft t405 

"^ A great sight was the actual work of laying the 
line. We went out in a car drawn by a spare engine, 
to see this at the place where the work was in prog- 
ress. The second construction train had reached the 
scene of active operations just before we arrived, and 
the desert fairly hummed with busy turmoil. It has 
been given but to few to see a railway line made and 
used while you wait. Yet we had that experience on 
this afternoon. Everything was done at once. The 
long train moves slowly toward the end of the rails, 
getting as near to the bare bank as is possible. So 
soon as she stops, an eager army of workers attack 
her, with, of course, much wild noise of strange 
rhythmic chant. To the uninitiated this onslaught 
of the workers on the train bears all the apx)ea ranee 
of a raid, yet, should one watch awhile, it gradually 
dawns upon one that marvellous orderliness and most 
studied method underlie every seemingly wild move- 
ment. The engine stops — say, ten rail lengths from 
the end of the track — and the game begins. The rail- 
cars are in front, just behind the tender, with the rails 
neatly ranged on racks. At once to either side of 
each rail-car rushes a party of, if Egyptians, eight 
men, if blacks, ten, upon whose padded shoulders 
the ton of sun-heated metal is placed by the car 
party. Then they run — they do literally run — away 
with the unwieldy thing to its destined place, where, 
once it is placed on the sleepers, the gangers and 
strikers get at it, and it is put in position and pinned 
(to each alternate sleeper, the operation being com- 
pleted after the heavy train has passed over the newly 
laid rails) in an incredibly short time, at the end of 
which a bugle sounds, the steam whistle blows, the 
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engine moves slowly forward over the rails that less 
than five minutes ago were stacked on the cars behind 
her, and the whole operation is repeated." 



Hawaiian affairs continue to progress peacefollj, 
notwithstanding the fact that the story of Japanese 
soldiers being introduced in Hawaii disgoised as 
laborers has been confirmed by so many people that 
our Goyememnt has no longer any doubt of its truth. 

Orders have therefore been sent to the commander 
of the fleet at Honolulu to be on the alert, and in 
case Japan should attenipt any hostile movement to 
land a company of marines and sailors, run up the 
American flag, and take possession of the island in 
the name of the United States. 

The gunboats Wheeling and Concord have been 
sent to the Sandwich Islands, and a cruiser and sev- 
eral gunboats will be kept at Honolulu until all fear 
of trouble is over. 

The Japanese ship, the Naniwa, has gone back to 
her own country to be cleaned and repaired, but will 
return to Hawaii as soon as this has been done. 

During her absence our Government is taking ad- 
vantage of the opportunity to make some necessary 
changes in the ships stationed at Honolulu, and when 
the Japanese cruiser returns she will find quite a 
fleet of American ships waiting to receive her. 

A statement has been made that the Japanese Gk)v- 
emment is willing to settle the immigration dispute 
with Hawaii for $100,000. 

Hawaii is not anxious to make any such arrange- 
ment. She is a little afraid that if she consents to 
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do so, Japan will declare that she is boand in future 
to let in as many Japanese immigrants ae the Kfikado 
chooses to send. She is anxious to reserve the right 
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of declaring what citizens she will allow within her 
bonndaries. 

The annexation of the islands is by some people 
regarded as assured. 

The Senators and Congressmen who have visited the 
islands declare that there is no opposition to the idea. 
Some few followers of the Queen Liliuokalani would 
prefer to have her once more on the throne rather 
than to be under the government of a fore^n presi- 
dent, but there is no serions opposition to the 
treaty. 

With this news comes the information that Mr. 
Spreckels, the Sugar King of Hawaii, has oflfered to 
withdraw his opposition to the treaty when he is con- 
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vinced that his rights in the island are not to be in- 
terfered with. 

Mr. Spreckels is a millionaire who has made 
most of his money through his vast sugar inter- 
ests in the Sandwich Islands. He was so afraid 
tliat his business would be hurt by annexation, that 
he threatened to spend half his fortune to prevent 
it. 

Besides his sugar interests, he owns a line of steam- 
ers between Hawaii and San Francisco, and he con- 
trolled so many votes in Hawaii that he was a dan- 
gerous enemy to the project. 

President Dole of the Sandwich Islands has been 
endeavoring to break Mr. Spreckels' power, but has 
made very little progress until the other day, when 
he granted permission to one of the Pacific mail 
steamers to enter into competition with Mr. Spreck- 
els' boats for the carrying trade of the islands. The 
X)ermis8ion stated that the President would allow the 
Pacific Mail Company to increase the number of ves- 
sels on the line if they desired to do so. 

This was c dreadful blow to Mr. Spreckels. 

The carrying trade with Hawaii is hardly large 
enough for several companies to make money at it, 
and as the new line will endeavor by reduced rates 
and increased accommodations to get the trade away 
from Mr. Spreckels, the chances are that he will lose 
a good deal of money through it. 

It is in consequence of this that he is reported to 
have promised not to oppose the annexation of Har 
waii if his interests are not interfered with. 

It is said that President Dole is so anxious that 
nothing shall interfere with the annexation treaty 
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that he is willing to promise Mr. Spreckels aiiTthiiig 
he asks in return for his assistance. 



Central America is in a very disturbed condition 
once more. 

Bevolutions are in progress, or have just been sup- 
pressed in Guatemala, Costa Bica, and Nicaragua; 
and Honduras is again in an unsettled state. 

In addition to this, there is bad feeling between 
Costa Bica and Nicaragua, which may break out into 
war at any moment. 

As this last quarrel concerns the Nicaraguan Canal, 
in which our country is so much interested, it is per- 
haps better to tell you about it before we speak of the 
more serious troubles in Guatemala. 

The cause of the unpleasantness between Nicaragua 
and Costa Bica is the boundary line which divides 
them. 

This boundary question involves the mouth of the 
Nicaragua Canal. 

In 1858 it was agreed between the two countries 
that the channel of the Bio San Juan del Norte at its 
exit into the ocean should be the dividing line be- 
tween them. 

Owing to changes of current and other causes, the 
course of this river has changed, until it is now sev- 
eral miles farther south than it was in 1858. 

Costa Bica claimed that the boundary should be 
the sx>ot where the old channel was ; Nicaragua, that 
the treaty called for the channel of the river where it 
emptied itself into the sea, and that therefore the 
new mouth of the river is the boundary. 
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It is a aerions matter for Nicaragua, for the open- 
ing to the Nicaragua Canal on the Atlantic Ocean side 
is through the Eio San Juan del Norte. If Costa 
Eica were to own the mouth of the canal while Nica- 
ragua owns its body, there would be no end to the 
complications and troubles which woujd arise. 

The matter was therefore submitted to arbitration, 
President Cleveland apx>ointing the arbitrator. 

The decision has just been rendered, and is against 
Costa Eica. The arbitrator decides that the old 
treaty holds good, and that the boundary line of 
Nicaragua is the channel of the river as it flows into 
the ocean, and that no matter how far the Eio San 
Juan del Norte creeps down into Costa Eican terri- 
tory, Nicaragua will always own to the channel where 
it flows into the sea. 

Costa Eica is of course angry that the decision was 
against her, and she may try to secure her lost terri- 
tory by force of arms. 

This is the Nicaraguan and Costa Eican trouble. 
The disturbance in Guatemala is in the shape of a 
revolution, which, if the accounts we hear are true, is 
of a serious nature. 

We have told you before of the many revolutions 

tliat are constantly taking place in South America, 

aJid that the people have become so accustomed to 

tliem that they take very little notice of such things, 

dxid no one regards a Central American revolution as 

^t serious affair. 

Now while it is amusing to make fun of these toy 
:t-e»volutions, some of the best people of the country 
^laffer severely through them, and to these people 
-fctEoy are very real and terrible. Those who suffer 
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most are the merchants. Dnring the distnrbanoes 
caused by constant changes of goyemment, trade can- 
not prox)erl7 flourish, and many of the merchants of 
Central America wish heartily that a means may be 
found to restore order and give them a government 
which will be likely to last. 

Some time ago a plan was made to form the five 
republics of Guatemala, Salvador, Honduras, Nica- 
ragua, and Costa Bica into one republic, under one 
government. 

At this time Mexico objected to the plan. She 
was afraid that a strong republic at her doors might 
give her more trouble than she was likely to have 
from the five weak little countries. 

Attempts were made to carry the plan through, but 
it was finally abandoned. 

It was not, however, forgotten, and in January of 
this year the first step was taken toward such an 
arrangement, by the union of Nicaragua, Honduras, 
and Salvador, forming together the Greater Eepublic 
of Central America. It was hoped that Guatemala 
and Costa Bica woidd also join in, and in June of 
this year Guatemala did join the other republics. 

Mexico still disapproved of the plan, and was not 
at all pleased that the Greater Bepublic of Central 
America had been formed. 

The level-headed men of Central America then sug- 
gested that Mexico should be asked to join the union, 
and one vast Central American Bepublic be formed. 

To this President Barrios of Guatemala objected. 
He is perhaps the most ambitious man in Central 
America, and undoubtedly aims to be the president 
of the Central American Bepublic Were Mexico to 



I4t2 XCbe Ov^t TRounb HQlorU) 

become a part of this great federation, Barrios would 
have a strong rival in the beloved President Diaz of 
Mexico, and so he steadfastly set his face against 
union with Mexico. 

The friends of solid government were mnch dis- 
appointed at this, and it is stated on good authority 
that they then formed a plot, which has resulted in 
the present disturbances throughout Central America. 

It was decided that as Barrios of Guatemala and 
Diaz of Mexico were opposed to the plan, they must 
both be removed from office as soon as it could be 
managed. 

According to this story. Barrios was the first to 
give his enemies the opx>ortunity they sought. 

We have told you that he is a very ambitious pnan. 
In Guatemala presidents are elected for six years, 
and are not allowed to be re-elected. 

President Barrios is very near the end of his term, 
and he could not bear to think that in a few months 
he would go out of office, and lose all chance of ris- 
ing to the heights he wished to attain. He therefore 
had himself proclaimed dictator of Guatemala, and 
annoimced that he intended to have a law passed 
which would allow a president to be elected for a 
second term. 

This meant of course that he intended to be elected 
again, and that it would be another six years before 
there was any hope of forming the federation. 

The people of Guatemala strongly disapproved of 
Barrios' action in making himself a dictator instead 
of a president. A president is guided by the wishes 
of the legislature, and though he has the power to 
veto, or forbid the passing of, a law made by con- 
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gresSy that body has also i>ower to oyermle his veto, 
and pass the laws in spite of him. So you see the 
power is pretty equally balanced. Then, too, a pres- 
ident can be impeached, or called to account, if he 
neglects the duties which he has agreed to fulfil. 

With a dictator it is very different. He has abso- 
lute power in the government of the state. His word 
is law, and he is not accountable to the legislature for 
his actions. 

A dictator is sometimes api)ointed in times of war 
or great trouble, but he should always be a man 
whom the x)eople love and honor, and to whom they 
can entrust this great power. 

The reason for apx)ointing a dictator is, that not 
being accountable to the legislature for his actions, 
he is able to do as he thinks best, without waiting 
for the long delays that must follow the submission 
of plans to congress. 

While the people were so opposed to the idea of 
giving these great powers to Barrios, it was thought 
to be a good opportunity to overthrow him, and so a 
revolution was begun, with Gen. Prosper Morales at 
its head. 

This revolution has steadily grown stronger. Most 
of the important men in Guatemala have joined it, 
and success has attended the rebel arms. 

They have captured one of the most important 
towns of the country, and it seems as if the overthrow 
of Barrios was assured. 

If the rumors of this great plot are true, the revo- 
lution in Guatemala is but the commencement of the 
great rising which is to end in the formation of the 
new repubUc. 
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That there is some trath in these rumors is shown 
by the fact that a cowardly attempt which was made 
to kill President Diaz of Mexico, a short time ago, 
was found to be connected wiih the present disturb- 
ance in Guatemala. 

It was found that the man who had attempted to 
do this wicked deed was the agent of some persons 
in Guatemala ; and thinking that there was something 
strange in this, the Mexican authorities handed the 
prisoner oyer to one of the highest police officials, 
with orders to keep him under close guard until fur- 
ther inquiries could be made. 

The man to whom the criminal was given in charge 
was General Yelasquez, one of the most trusted offi- 
cials of the Government. 

In the middle of the night after this arrest, pistol 
shots were heard coming from the place where the 
prisoner was confined, and when the soldiers ran out 
from their barracks, they were informed by General 
Yelasquez that a mob had broken into the prison and 
kiUed the prisoner. 

A crowd had meanwhile gathered round the prison, 
so the soldiers arrested every one in sight; but when 
these people came to be examined they were found to 
be only citizens who had been attracted by the sound 
of the firing, just as the soldiers had been. The men 
who had broken into the jail and killed the prisoner 
had disappeared. 

The matter had by this assumed such a suspicious 
character that the authorities decided to arrest Gen- 
eral Yelasquez, and hold him until something could 
be found out. 

A few inquiries showed that the General and the 
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man who had tried to kill President Diaz were both 
connected with Guatemala, and members of some so- 
ciety there. 

This suspicion waa considerably strengthened when 
the General was f onnd dead in his prison, the morn- 
ing after his arrest. People then said that both men 
were concerned in the great plot, and that both had 
died rather than be forced to confess. 

All Mexico is very much puzzled and troubled over 
this mysterious occurrence. 

4 4 « 4 4 4 

The meteorite has been safely landed, and is now 
on the dock at the Brooklyn Navy-Tard, where it is 
to remain until Lieutenant Peary decides what he 
will do with it. 

In appearance it is a smooth, mud-colored rock, 
that looks like a great boulder. The meteorite is ten 
feet long, eight feet wide, and six feet thick. It 
weighs over ninety tons. 

If; was no easy matter to get this great stone on 
board the Hope. It lay a short distance from the 
shore, and the sailors had to drag it to the water's 
edge. 

As soon as the Hope arrived in Melville Bay, where 
the meteorite was found, the whole crew, armed with 
shovels and picks, went ashore and began digging 
around it. 

The job of digging it out of the frozen ground was 
enough to have discouraged these men at the outset. 
It was half covered with snow, and frozen solidly to 
the surrounding earth. The sailors had to dig through 
seven feet of frozen ground before they finally reached 
the lower surface of the meteorite, then more diggiuK 
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foUowedy and at last, after five days of thiB hard 
work, it was free and ready to be moved. 

By means of some strong derricks which they had 
brought for the purpose, the monster was finally lifted 
and dragged to the shore. 

Here another kind of derrick, made like those that 
are used for lifting heavy guns on board ship, was 
brought into service, and the mass of metal was slowly 
lifted and lowered into the hold. 

The ship had been lightened as much as possible 
to make room for this enormous weight, but for all 
that the vessel was sunk much too deep in the water 
for safety when she finally started on her homeward 
journey. 

Scientists say that the meteorite is a mass of metal, 
and is practically composed of material similar to 
the steel armor used for armor-plates. AU are 
agreed that it is the largest meteorite ever discovered. 

Lieutenant Peary also brought back with him a 
party of Esquimaux, who are to spend the winter build- 
ing an Arctic exhibit for the Natural History Mu- 
seum. The materials they will use have all been 
brought back by Mr. Peary. They are to build a 
little scene which will show the Esquimaux in their 
national costume, occupied in some of the typical 
Arctic employments. The figures that will illustrate 
these pictures wiU be modelled after the Esquimaux 
themselves. 

There are six Esquimaux in the party brought back 
on the Hope — three men, a woman, a boy, and a girl. 
They, men and women alike, wear trousers of polar- 
bear skins, sealskin coats, moccasins made from tanned 
sealskins, and fur hoods. 
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To make them more comfortable, lieutenant Peary 
had allowed them to pitch a tent for themselves on 
the deck, and here the family was established, in 
company with their four favorite dogs, from whom 
they could not bear to be parted. These dogs are 
very useful in the polar regions. They can draw 
sledges over the ice, and are used by the natives 
much as the x)eople of warmer climates use horses. 

Lieutenant Peary also brought back with him some 
relics of the unfortunate Greely exx>edition which 
went to the Arctic regions in 1881, to establish an 
observation station for our Government. Owing to 
the non-arrival of expected supplies, the Greely party 
suffered the most terrible hardships, and was event- 
ually rescued at Cape Sabine in Grinnel Land in 
1883, after eighteen of the party had perished from 
cold and hunger. 

Greely established the station, and, after his res- 
cue, was raised to the rank of general, and was given 
a special government appointment for his services. 

When Lieutenant Peary arrived in New York, he 
was asked whether he thought that Andree had been 
able to reach the Pole in his balloon. 

He said that he feared it had not been possible for 
him to do so. According to all he could hear, the 
winds had been unfavorable all summer, and the 
chances were that the adventurer had been carried in 
an opposite direction to the one he had intended to 
take. 

Li regard to his being rescued and ever reaching 
the land of the living again, Lieutenant Peary said 
he feared the chances were very slight. It all de- 
X>ended on the place where the balloon had descended. 
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If it had fallen north of Spitzbergen, it seemed un- 
likely that he would ever be heard of again; if, how- 
ever, the winds had carried it southward, he might 
have taken refuge on an ice-pack, and would be floated 
southward with it, and eventually rescued. 

Dr. Nansen, in his recent famous voyage, proved 
that there is a strong current flowing across the Polar 
Sea. By following this, a ship could be carried from 
one side of the Arctic Ocean to the other. 

When Dr. Nansen went north it was his hox>e to 
get his ship, the Fram, into the pack, or rough ice 
that was being carried along in this current, and drift 
with it across the Pole. 

He did not succeed in reaching the Pole, but his 
ship did drift across the Polar Sea exactly as he had 
supposed it would do. 

It is Mr. Peary's belief that if Andr^e gets on to 
the pack-ice, he may drift southward as Nansen did. 
Mr. Peary does not believe that any of the pigeons 
carried by Andree could live in the Arctic cold, and 
be able to fly southward with a message. 



The fastest ocean voyage on record has just been 
made by the magnificent North German Lloyd 
steamer, Kaiser Wilhdm the Great. 

The speed record has hitherto been held by the 
jLt^cania, which made the trip from Queenstown to 
Sandy Hook in five days and seven hours, but that 
great record has now been beaten. At the rate at 
which the new German steamer travels, she can make 
the trip in four days and twenty-one hours. 

The Kaiser Wilhdm does not, however, travel over 
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the shorter route from Queenstown, but comes the 
longer way, from Southampton. She made this trip 
in five days and twenty hours, beating the St Paul by 
two hours all but five minutes, and on her return trip 
beat her own record by thirteen hours. 

Boat-builders are very enthusiastic over the speed 
of the new steamer, and declare that it is only a mat- 
ter of time when boats will be built which wiU make 
the trip across the ocean in four days. 

The Kaiser WUhelm, besides being such a fleet ves- 
sel, is beautifully arranged for the comfort of passen- 
gers, and is considered a model ship in every respect. 

The New York agents were so proud of their fine 
ship, that on her arrival here after her first trip, they 
issued numbers of invitations to i)eople to visit her at 
her dock in Hoboken. The people responded in such 
vast numbers that the docks were thronged, and the 
assistance of the police had to be called in to prevent 
accidents. 

At the time of the great naval review at Spithead, 
in celebration of the Queen's jubilee, the Teutonic, of 
the White Star line, was called on to take part in the 
review as one of the naval reserve. We told you 
about it on page 1,086. 

Our country is also taking active steps to secure a 
good naval reserve. 

At the present time there are forty-two vessels on 
the navy Ust which could be used for war purposes in 
time of need. To make the number yet larger, the 
Government has called upon all owners of large steam- 
ers and steam yachts to give information of the size 
and strength of their vessels, so that they can be 
added to the reserve list. 
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There should be a good many available vessels 
among the many fine yachts that sail our waters. 
We are as a nation extremely fond of yachting, and 
almost every wealthy man we have possesses a craft 
of some kind. Many of these yachts are models of 
build and speed, and should make excellent gun- 
boats. 

Some people have supposed that this inquiry into 
the ships available for war service must mean that we 
are about to fight Spain, but they are entirely mis^ 
taken. The Navy Department has realized that our 
navy is our weakest point, and is doing its best to 
get it into such a fine condition that we need not fear 
any foe either on land or sea. 

There is an old proverb which says, " In times of 
X)eace prepare for war," and a very excellent proverb 
it is. 

The Navy Department is also most anxious to se^ 
cure more seamen to man its vessels, and to that end 
is opening recruiting offices in Chicago and through- 
out the West. Wo need more sailors and more offi- 
cers to properly fit out our navy, and the department 
is making earnest efforts to secure them. 

We are so short-handed at present that the cruiser 
PkUadelphiay returning from Hawaii, was obliged to 
transfer part of her officers and crew to the Baltimore, 
which was to take her place at Honolulu. There were 
not enough sailors available to man the Baltimore 
without this exchange. 



It is said that the health of good old Oom Paul is 
failii^, and that he is not likely to live very long. 
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In spite of this, the ragged old President of the 
Transvaal is so anxious to be re-elected that he is 
going ronnd the country making speeches and trying 
to secure votes, as if he were still a young man. 

Oom Paul has three times been made President of 
the Transvaal. The presidents of the South African 
Bepublic hold office for five years, so the reins of 
government have been in this one man's hands for 
fifteen years. 

He is opposed by General Joubert, the man who 
beat the English at the battle of Majuba Hill. 

General Joubert is also much beloved by the peo- 
ple, and has twice before opposed Oom Paul for the 
office of President, but there is little chance of any 
other candidate being elected, so long as Paul Kru- 
ger is willing to run for office. 

The Boers have a reverence and love for this great 
leader of theirs which is touching. They regard 
him as the father of their country, and feel it their 
duty to support him. 

One old man who was asked at the last election 
whether he meant to vote for Krager or Joubert, re- 
plied indignantly : 

'^ Paul Eruger is as my father ; I am as his son. 
Do you think I would disobey him?" 

As the majority of the voters in the Transvaal seem 
to feel in the same way, there is little doubt that Oom 
Paul will be re-elected. 



There were grave murmurs against the city govern- 
ment the other day. 

One morning the papers appeared, telling in indig- 
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nant words the story of how the aldermen of the city 
of New York were about to give away the right to 
build a railroad on the Kingsbridge Boad. 

Now the people who know most about city govern- 
ment think that the companies who desire the fran- 
chise which gives them the right to lay tracks and 
ran cars through certain streets, should be made to 
pay a yearly sum to the city for the privilege. 

There has been a good deal of trouble over this 
Kingsbridge Boad franchise. Two companies have 
been anxious to secure it, but neither has offered to 
pay its real value for it. 

The granting of the franchise is done by the vote 
of the Board of Aldermen, who pass the resolution 
much in the same way that Congress passes a bill, 
and send their resolution to the Mayor for his signa- 
ture, in the same manner that bills are sent to the 
President. 

In the matter of the Eingsbridge Boad franchise 
neither of the companies made much headway. 

Both companies were extremely anxious to get pos- 
session of the line, but the aldermen were equally 
divided in their favor. 

At last a rumor got abroad that in their desire to 
get a decision the companies were trying to influence 
the aldermen. 

A few days after this rei)ort was spread abroad, 
people were startled to learn that the aldermen had 
reached a decision, and that the franchise was to be 
given to the Third Avenue road, for a sum that was 
nothing like its real value. 

There was a great outcry at once. 

The memory of the " Broadway Steal" in 1886 was 
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too fresh in people's minds for them to be willing 
that it should be repeated. 

The newspax)ers started the cry, the law was in- 
Tokedy and the aldermen were forbidden to x>ass the 
franchise for the Kingsbridge Boad until the matter 
had been looked into. 

The aldermen were a good deal startled when these 
papers were served on them. They remembered the 
Broadway trouble, and how three of a former board 
of aldermen had been sent to prison, six had had to 
leave the country, and four had only saved themselves 
from punishment by telling the story of their crimes, 
and helping the authorities to punish their fellow- 
sinners. 

The recollection of this worried the aldermen, but 
they determined to meet the accusations against them, 
and asked their lawyer, Mr. Scott, to go to court, and 
ask the judge to allow them to grant the franchise. 

Mr. Scott, however, refused. He told them that 
in his opinion they had not the slightest right to pass 
that franchise, and he would not go into court and 
plead for a thing which he knew to be wrong. 

The aldermen, much disturbed at this, decided to 
let the matter of the franchise alone, and though there 
is some talk of looking more closely into the matter, 
and finding if any bribery has been attempted by the 
railroads, the chances are that now the danger is past 
the matter will be allowed to rest. 

G. H. BOSENEELD. 
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BOOK REVIEWS* 

ID Neighbobs, Out-Doob Studies m the 



United States, by Ernest Ingersoll, is a 
most interestmg addition to the new books of the 
year. It treats in a charming way of some of the 
better-known animals of this country, and will be 
especially appreciated by those of our boys who 
love out-door sport. It will prove instructiTe, as 
well. (The publishers are Macmillan & Co., New 
York, and the price, $1.50.) 

Part of the author's description of the panther re- 
minds your editor of an interesting experience he 
had in the Adirondacks. Ingersoll says that ^ ' the 
blood-curdling screams ' of the puma have furnished 
forth many a fine tale for the camp-fire, but evidence 
of this screaming which will bear sober cross-exami- 
nation is scant." In the fall of 1875 we were camp- 
ing in a little clearing on the bank of the Bacquette 
Biver; one of our guides, an impulsive Frenchman, 
started out alone one night, without waking us, and 
succeeded in shooting a deer. Down the river he 
came, shouting and making a terrible racket to ex- 
press his delight; the whole party was awake and 
out of the tent by the time he reached the landing. 
Lifting the deer out of the boat, we hung it up on a 
pole between two trees, and then, brightening up the 
fire, sat around telling stories until old Father Nod 
began to remind us that it was 3 A.M., and not break- 
fast-time. Just then there came the most blood- 
curdling scream I have ever heard, and it seemed so 
near us that we all jumped to our feet and made a 
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dash for the guns. Our old guide reassured us by 
saying that it was only a ''painter/' and he was 
^across the river.*' In the morning we went over 
early, and there, sure enough, were his tracks in the 
sand, looking very much like the prints of the palm 
of a boy's hand, with a row of little holes on one 
side where the claws stuck in. I am sure that if the 
author of "Wild Neighbors" had been with our 
party he would not have been so sceptical about a 
X)anther's ability to scream. We will forgive him 
because he tells so many good stories in this inter- 
esting book of his. 

"Old Mother Eabth," by Josephine Simpson 
and '*Thb Story op Washington," by Jessie R. 
Smith. 

The first-named book is without doubt one of the 
very best in its line. It adopts a simple, direct, 
natural way of unfolding the subject, and cannot fail 
to interest the children in all they see around them. 

The " Story of Washington" is a little gem. The 
children would be delighted to read it for themselves, 
and the illustrations are such that children under- 
stand. It is beautifully bound for such a cheap little 
book, and surely ought to find favor wherever it is 
carefully examined. 
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INVENTION AND DISCOVERY* 



^rnnPEWEITER FOR BOOKS.— We have for 
^ years had typewriters that would write on loose 
pages of paper, but the making of a perfect machine 
that could write in bound volumes has not been suc- 
cessfully accomplished until the present time. 

A tyi)ewriting machine can write much more quick- 
ly than any x>enman-— and the work it does has the 
advantage of being easy to read, whereas very few 
people write a clear and legible hand. 

In office work much of the writing to be done is 
making entries in books and copying into ledgers. 

AU this has had to be done by hand, and it has of 
course taken a much longer time to do. 

By means of this new invention books can be kept 
and entries copied with the same neatness and speed 
of an ordinary typewriter. 

The great difficulty in making a machine to do this 
work properly was that it was not possible to have 
the paper move back and forth as it does in type- 
writing machines generally. For bound books the 
paper must remain still, and the type moves over the 
page in the same manner that the pen does. 

The new book typewriter has mastered this diffi- 
culty. The page is held firmly in a kind of frame, 
and the tyi)e moves with each letter or word that it 
writes. 

In making entries in books, it is highly necessary 
to be sure that the writing is correct — and so this 
machine has a simple little device which lifts the 
type up and shows the writing underneath. 




WORLD 

AND WHAT 15 GOING ON IN IT. 
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GENEEAL Weyler's efforts to remain in Cuba have 
not met with success. 

In the face of the letters and petitions from his ad- 
mirers in Cuba, and the demonstrations made by the 
soldiers in his favor, Senor Sagasta, the Spanish 
Prime Minister, has decided to recall him, and send 
out General Ramon Blanco in his stead. 

The news was received with delightful surprise by 
the many people who disapprove of Weyler's cruel 
conduct of the Cuban war. It had been feared that 
the efforts of his friends would have had weight with 
the new minister, and prevented Weyler's removal for 
the present. 

Senor Sagasta seems to be a man of his word. He 
stated that if he were called to take charge of the 
affairs of Spain his first act should be to recall Wey- 
ler, and he has not swerved from his determination. 

As we told you last week. General Weyler sent a 
despatch to Senor Sagasta announcing that he would 
not resign his office, and offering his services to the 
new Government. 

Copyright, 1897, by The Qreat Round World Publishing Company. 
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The day after the despatch was reoeived, a cabinet 
meeting was held, at which it was decided that Gen- 
eral Weyler must be recalled. 

The matter was therefore arranged with the utmost 
politeness on both sides. 

(General Weyler in his message stated that it was 
imx)06sible for him to offer his resignation to the 
ministry, because he was not merely acting as the 
Governor of Cuba, but as Commander-in-Chief of an 
army engaged in war, and in the last capacity he 
could never allow it to be said of him that he had 
offered to resign while in the face of an enemy. 

He added that he knew that he had the approval of 
the people of Spain and of some of the parties in 
power, but that he would also like to feel that he had 
the confidence of the ministers. This confidence, he 
declared, would enable him to finish the war, which 
he stated to be almost at an end. 

This very artful letter had no effect on either 
Sagasta or the Gt)vemment. The sentence about the 
approval of the people of Spain and of some of the 
parties in power was undoubtedly meant as a hint to 
the Prime Minister that the General had powerful 
friends, and that it would not be a wise thing to in- 
terfere with him. 

Sagasta, however, replied to him, that while the 
ministry recognized and valued the work he had done 
for Spain, a change was considered desirable, and so 
he had decided to recall him. 

When the news of Sagasta's action reached the 
people, there was much excitement both in Spain 
and Cuba. 

In Spain it was reported that General Weyler 
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meant to defy the Gk)vemment, and keep his poet in 
spite of Sagasta's orders, and that he had threatened 
that he would use his influence with the soldiers, and 
carry them with him over to the Carlists, if Sagasta 
did not instantly withdraw the recall. 

The Cubans, on their part, were panic-stricken. 
They have such a dread of Weyler that they expected 
he would revenge himself on them for his disgrace. 

In Havana some of the Cubans hired armed men to 
protect them from attack, and others crowded the 
steamship offices in an endeavor to escape from the 
country before the catastrophe came. 

The fears of the people were, however, set at rest 
by a statement from the Captain-General that he 
would never be guilty of any act which could cause 
his Government trouble. He therefore hastened to 
assure Senor Sagasta of his willingness to obey the 
wishes of the Government, and gave up his command 
in Cuba. 

He asked permission to leave the island at once, 
but Sagasta cabled to him that he must remain where 
he was until Oct. 20th. 

General Bamon Blanco will sail for Cuba on 
Oct. 15th. 

The newly appointed commander of the forces in 
Cuba was Governor-General of the Philippine Isl- 
ands at the outbreak of the war there, but was re- 
called for political reasons. 

Unfortunately, his record for cruelty is not far be- 
hind Weyler's, and so the savage character of the 
war in Cuba is not likely to be changed by the 
change of commanders. 

The Cubans know Bamon Blanco well. He was 
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Captain-Oeneral of the island in 1879, when the sec- 
ond insurrection against the Spaniards started. 

Under him was Camilo Polavieja, who as Gov- 
ernor of the Philippines has made for himself an un- 
enviable reputation for cruelty. 

To these two men was intrusted the task of sup- 
pressing the revolt. 

The insurrection of 1879 was not a very serious 
affair; the Cubans as a body took no part in it; but 
notwithstanding this fact, which was well known to 
the authorities, fully fifteen hundred men of position 
ip Cuba were arrested, and many of them put to 
death without being tried or given an opportunity 
to prove their innocence. 

The Cubans have not forgotten this, and they have 
little to hope from General Blanco, especially as he 
has announced his intention of dealing with the pres- 
ent trouble in the same manner that he did with the 
revolt of 1879. 

He will find, however, that matters have changed 
considerably since 1879. 

In those days a mere handful of the Cuban people 
were in arms against Spain; now he wiU find himself 
among a people who are unfriendly to the cause he 
represents, and who have besides organized them- 
selves until they have a government to direct their 
movements, and an army of veterans to protect them. 

Were this not enough to make his task a difficult 
one, he will find to his cost that the soldiers of Spain 
on whom he must rely are ill, poorly fed, and angry 
with the Government because it does not even pay 
them the pittance due in return for their services and 
sufferings. 
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It is true that General Blanco is to take twenty 
thousand fresh troops with him. But sickness and 
disease are ravaging Cuba, and the new-comers, un- 
used to the climate, are likely to be the first to fall 
victims to the fevers and plagues that are turning 
the beautiful island into a pest-house. 

It is said that Sagasta has ordered General Blanco 
to continue the war as long as there is an insurgent in 
arms against Spain, but that he does not intend to 
conquer the people by force of arms alone. 

The soldiers are to punish the Cubans if they will 
not obey the Government, but Senor Sagasta means to 
try and win the friendship of the people by giving 
them a kind and liberal form of government under 
which they may prosper and be happy. With this 
policy he hopes to bring the war to a speedy end. 

General Blanco's first act is to be to repeal some of 
the cruel laws made by Weyler, especially those 
which have driven the unfortunate peasants into the 
towns to starve, while their ungathered crops lie rot- 
ting in the fields. 

Whether these efforts to secure the friendship of 
the Cubans will be successful or not, the future alone 
can tell. 

At present the Cubans are not disposed to listen to 
any offers. They persist in their declaration that 
they are fighting for freedom, and that the change of 
ministers or captains-general makes no difference to 
them. They are not going to lay down their arms 
because Weyler is recalled, nor yet because Sagasta 
offers them Home Bule. 

As a last act before he leaves the island, General 

Weyler hm pardoned a great number of Cubans 
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whom he had exiled from their country, and these 
men are now free to return to their homes. 

In the mean while the Cubans have won two bril- 
liant Tictories in Havana Province, and have also 
gained possession of a seaport town called Santa 
Maria, in the province of Pijar del Kio. 

General Weyler has stated that he has pacified the 
eastern part of the island, and has only a little more 
work to do before he will have the west completely 
subdued. 

In direct contradiction of this statement comes the 
news that Bayamo, Holguin, Jiguani, and other towns 
held by the Spanish in Santiago province (which is 
Eastern Cuba) have all been abandoned by the Span- 
ish troops since the fall of Victoria de las Tunas. 

With these towns abandoned, the insurgents do not 
need such a large body of troops in Santiago, and so 
a strong force under the leadership of General Garcia 
is making its way westward to join the army in 
Havana and Pinar del Bio. 

This army crossed the trocha without any diffi- 
culty, attacked the town of Taguayabon in Santa 
Clara, captured it and plundered it with very little 
opposition from the Spaniards, and marched trium- 
phantly on toward Matanzas province. 

The news has reached Havana that this body of 
men which is marching toward the city is the flower 
of the insurgent army. It is stated that it consists 
of infantry, cavalry, and three batteries of artillery, 
and is well supplied with arms and ammunition cap- 
tured from Las Tunas. 

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 9^ 9^ 
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A MESSENGER from Cuba has arrived in this 
country, who states positively that the elections 
have been delayed, and that as yet no one has been 
chosen to fill the office of President. He adds that 
Senor Bartolome Maso is the favorite, and it is sup- 
posed that he will be the successful candidate. The 
news of the election of Senor Capote may not have 
been true, after all. 

This messenger, who is named Aguirre, says he is 
the bearer of some important messages and papers to 
the Cubans in America, but he will not say what they 
are until he has laid them before the proper authori- 
ties. It is thought that they may have something to 
do with the exchange of prisoners, and the recogni- 
tion of the belligerency of the Cubans by the Spanish 
army. 

There has been great rejoicing during the last few 
days over the escape from prison of a young Cuban, 
Evangelina Cisneros. 

This giri displeased the Spanish commanders, and 
in revenge they accused her of being a dangerous 
rebel, and had her thrown into prison. 

She is a very young girl, but a little over fifteen 
years of age, but the Spaniards thrust her into the 
prison where all the worst women criminals were 
kept, and she had for her companions tipsy negresses 
and all the roughest and worst kinds of women, white 
and colored. 

Every one who heard of this thought it such a 
shameful thing for a delicate young girl to be forced 
to spend her days in the society of such terrible com- 
panions that the women of this country got up a 
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monster petition, thousands signing it, and sent it to 
the Queen of Spain. 

This petition urged the Queen to have little Miss 
Gisneros removed to a more suitable prison, and to 
order that she be given a speedy trial, so that she 
might have an opportunity of proving her inno- 
cence. 

Her Majesty, Queen Christine, did order that the 
girl should be less hardly used, but General Weyler 
saw fit to disregard the royal instructions, and the 
child was kept locked up in this horrid prison. 

Finding that Weyler did not mean to help Senorita 
Cisneros, nor yet to give her a proper trial, some 
friends went to her rescue. Hiring a room opposite 
to her prison, two young men built a bridge of planks 
by which they were enabled to reach the window of 
her prison, and, as the story goes, after sending her 
drugged candies to give to her room-mates so that 
they might sleep heavily and not hear what was 
going on, these men sawed through the bars of her 
prison, lifted her out on the roof beside them, and 
hurried her away over the bridge to freedom. 

She was kept in concealment for a day or two, and 
then, disguised as a boy, passed under the nose of 
the police officer who was watching the steamers to 
prevent her escax>e to this country. Once on board 
and safely out of sight of Cuba, she confessed her 
secret to the stewardess, who gave her some woman's 
clothes, and took care of her until she was safely 
landed in New York. 

One of the New York papers. The Journal, claims 
the credit for the young girl's rescue, and states that 
the two men who freed her from her prison were re- 
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poriers sent out from the paper to do the work. It 
is to be hoped that this is not true, for while we must 
sympathize with all unfortunate prisoners, we have 
no right to break open the jails of another country 
and free her criminals. If this story is true, Spain 
has a just cause of complaint against us. 

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 

SENOB Sagasta has published the contents of the 
note presented to him by General Woodford, and 
which was said by so many people to be practically 
a declaration of war. It turns out to have been 
merely a polite inquiry as to how much longer the 
war was going to last, and whether Spain saw a pos- 
sibility of bringing it to a speedy close. 

The Spanish Cabinet has not yet decided what 
answer shall be made to this note, but it is thought 
that Senor Sagasta will make a statement about the 
reforms that are about to be instituted in Cuba, and 
will ask that we wait and see the effect of these 
changes before we demand a positive answer to our 
letter. 

The dry-dock has been heard from. 

The builders of the dock have received a letter from 
the captain of the steamer that is towing it. 

The letter was written at Madeira, an island off the 
western coast of Africa. In it the captain says that 
the dry-dock has excellent seagoing qualities, and 
that he has no further fear of being able to tow it 
safely into port. 

Up to the time of writing, the captain had made 
eleven hundred miles with his tow, and as he con- 
sidered the worst part of the voyage over, he ex- 
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pected to be able to increase the speed a little^ and 
arrive in Cuba about the 8th of November. 



IT is stated that his Holiness the Pope is trying to 
find some means of bringing the trouble about 
the excommunication of the Spanish Minister of 
Finance to a satisfactory conclusion. 

It appears that the Carlists are making great 
capital out of the affair, and are using it to turn the 
Spanish peasants against the Grovernment. 

These people are very religious, and regard their 
priests with great respect and awe. They would not 
dream of disobeying their orders, and are led and ad- 
vised by them to a very great extent. 

That one of the great men who are governing them 
should dare to disobey the commands of the Church, 
and have to be punished by so awful a penalty as ex- 
communication, is so extraordinary to them that they 
can hardly believe it. The Oarlists' agents have 
worked on these feelings until they have made the 
peasants believe that no good can come to a country 
governed by such ungodly men. 

Numbers of these peasants have become dissatisfied 
with the Government, and are turning toward Don 
Carlos, because they believe him to be a leader who 
will respect the laws of God as well as the laws of 
man. 

The Queen of Spain, hearing of this, has sent an 
urgent message to his Holiness the Pope, asking his 
aid, and he has immediately set about smoothing the 
matter over. 
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T^J*NGIiAND has sent a final refusal to take part in 
'-^ the conference on the seal question. 

The British Foreign Office has notified our am- 
bassador in England, that Oreat Britain must decline 
to take part in any sealing conference to which Bus- 
sia and Japan are inyited. 

We told yon a week or so ago that England had 
objected to the presence of Bnssia and Japan because 
she insisted that the conference that was called had 
reference to the Paris award. As there were only two 
parties to the Paris conference, herself and the United 
States, she declared that she could not see what busi- 
ness Bussia or Japan had in the matter at all. 

The Paris award, if you remember (see page 976), 
had to do with the right of the United States to pre- 
vent other ships from entering the Bering Sea. 

The United States has called the attention of Great 
Britain to the fact that the Washington conference is 
in no way connected with the Paris award. It has 
been repeatedly stated that its object is to be merely 
to discover whether the seal herds are decreasing, 
and if so to decide upon a means of preserving them. 
Any decision that shall be arrived at at the Washing- 
ton conference is to be binding on all nations in- 
terested in the sealing industry. 

Great Britain will not listen to this. She takes 
the stand that by the terms of the Paris award the 
code of laws governing the sealing fisheries will have 
to be revised every five years anyhow, and as the first 
five years will be up in 1898, she does not see the use 
of entering into the matter now. She therefore posi- 

tively declines to take part iu the cosfereoce» 
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Those who are in a position to know say that Eng- 
land has been forced into this position by Canada. 

When Prof. D'Arcy Thompson returned from his 
trip to the seal islands this year, he brought with 
him information that completely upset his former 
statements and theories, and showed that the seals 
are decreasing rapidly. 

Canada became convinced that Bussia, Japan, and 
the United States would combine in an effort to have 
the seals carefully preserved, and therefore she urged 
England to refuse to take part in the conference, and 
thus give her time to consider what may be the best 
course for her to take under the circumstances. 

Experts who have been in London examining the 
year's take of seal-skins are ready to state before the 
conference that eighty per cent of the skins sold by 
the Canadian companies are those of the mother 
seals, and that most of these animals have been shot. 

This latter point is important, because it is in this 
way that the seals are killed in the deep-sea or 
I)elagic sealing, which the United States is so anx- 
ious to put a stop to. 

The conference will be held with or without Eng- 
land, but, feeling that Russia and Japan may also 
have cause for offence if England refuses to meet 
them, it is said that the State Department has writ- 
ten once more to the British Government, urging it 
to send some one to be present at the meetings. 

It is also reported that Sir Julian Pauncefote is 
anxious that England should be represented, and has 
used his influence to get her to do so. 

Our Government is inclined to think that England's 
refusal is not very polite. Lord Salisbury, how^ver^ 
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says that he is entirely free from all blame in the 
matter, and that the whole trouble has been caused 
by a misunderstanding with our ambassador, Colonel 
Hay. 

His Lordship declares that when Colonel Hay saw 
him in July last, and gave him the information that 
Bussia and Japan had consented to take part in the 
conference, he immediately said : 

** Oh, no, Great Britain will not take part on such 
conditions." 

Our ambassador did not hear any such reply, and 
understood Lord Salisbury to consent. 

In the mean while, the representatives of Bussia and 
Japan have arrived in this country, and are waiting 
for the conference to begin. 

The English pax)ers express themselves as being 
very pleased that England has refused to be present 
at the meeting. They insist that we were setting a 
trap for England, and trying to get her to say or do 
something at the conference which would let us out of 
paying the $425,000 of the Paris award. 

This is unkind of them, and not quite fair to us. 
By looking at page 926, you will see that it was 
agreed that about $425,000 should be paid to Canada 
as damages for keeping her out of the Bering Sea. 
This sum was to be paid subject to the approval of 
Congress. 

When Congress came to look into the matter, it 
was found that Canada was not dealing quite fairly 
with us. A number of false claims were set up, and 
we were asked to pay for damage we had never done. 
A committee was appointed to look into the various 

ql^ixwi w4 i« stiU 9kt work on them, M 9009 as 
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these matteiB are thoronghlj sifted, the just claiiiis 
will be paid. 

It does not seem right to accuse ns of trying to 
avoid paying our debts because we want the items of 
every bill we are asked to pay. Every business man 
throughout the country likes to know what he is pay- 
ing for before he parts with his good money, and 
why should a nation be less careful than an in- 
dividual? 



SINCE the Greek Boule accepted the terms of the 
treaty of peace, the business of settling these 
unfortunate affairs has been proceeding without any 
further hitch. 

The new Prime Minister declared on his accepting 
office that his first act should be to secure the evacu- 
ation of Thessaly, that is, the removal of the Turkish 
troops. 

He has set himself a task that would seem to be 
very difficult to i>erform, for it is reported that the 
Sultan has sent twenty thousand fresh troops into the 
territory within the last few days. 

The explanation he gives for this act, which looks 
very like a breach of faith with the Powers, is that 
he has sent these men to replace the invalid and dis- 
abled soldiers who are among his troops. 

The necessity for such action is not apparent to 
the European governments, as the terms of peace had 
been agreed on, and Greece had accepted them, so it 
did not seem as though the Sultan needed to keep a 
strong fightii^ force in Thessaly. 

People in Eiurope are daily growing m<w leMff^l 
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that the Saltan does not mean to keep his promises, 
and that he will force Greece to pay the large war in- 
demnity, while he keeps possession of Thessaly, and 
rules the Cretans in exactly the same cruel manner 
that he did before the war. 

A French journal has published an interesting 
account of the Sultan as a man. 

The writer describes Abdul Hamid as a man who 
has so many sides that it is impossible to say just 
what he is or is not. 

He is kind, amiable, and even attentive to those he 
likes, and takes pleasure in showering them with 
gifts, going to the trouble of finding out what present 
will be most acceptable to the recipients of his favors. 
At the same time he has such a frightful temper that 
his ministers are afraid of him. 

Abdul Hamid seems to be a very vain man, and 
likes to create an immense impression on his visitors. 
Any one who is to be admitted to the presence of 
the Sultan is therefore conducted through beautiful 
gardens and pavilions, past lines of fierce-looking 
soldiers, and on into a palace blazing with gold and 
splendor. Gradually his imagination is wrought up 
to such a pitch that he pictures the sovereign he is 
about to meet as a person robed in all the gorgeous- 
ness of the East, glittering with jewels, and a sort of 
Arabian-Nights figure of such splendor that he will 
hardly be able to rest his dazzled eyes upon him. 

Instead, he is finally conducted into an apartment 
more beautiful and gilded than any of the others. 
Mirrors reflect the light and splendor from side to 
side, until it appears to be a veritable fairyland. And 
here, waiting for the brilliant Sultan to appear in all 
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his pomp and majeetj, he is suddenly confronted by a 
slight, iMiIe-faoed man, dressed entirely in Uack, who 
stands motionless before him, and gazes at him with 
stony, expressionless eyes. 

The effect is said to be tremendous. Every one 
who has seen the Sultan says that this sudden con- 
trast gives an awe-inspiring impression which it is 
imx>ossibIe to describe. One Frenchman whom the 
Sultan wished to decorate almost fainted at the sight 
of the great man. 

Those of you who have never approached royalty 
may fancy this description is exaggerated. But it is 
an absolute fact that there is something about the 
approach of majesty that stirs your blood, and makes 
your heart beat and then stand still, if for one 
moment the royal gaze rests on you. 

In that moment you understand why men were glad 
to give up their lives and their fortunes for the sake 
of their kings, and you would be glad to drop on 
your knee or perform some act of self-abasement 
to relieve your own feelings. If these are the sensa- 
tions that attack men when ordinary -looking x)eople in 
ordinary-looking costumes come into the apartment, 
how much greater must the effect be after the long 
theatrical preparation which the Sultan makes his 
visitors pass through before they reach the presence. 

The writer we have quoted from thus sums up the 
character of the Sultan : 

^ He is audacious and a coward, a dreamer and a 
man of business, a miser and a prodigal, a loving 
father and a sanguinary monster. In one day he con- 
demned a nation to be slaughtered, signed a decree 
about decorating some ladies, and si>eculated in 
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stocks, all with the same peaceful and contented 



manner." 



THEEE is a report in South Africa that Dr. Jame- 
son, the leader of the Transvaal Eaid, will run 
for a seat in the Cape Town Assembly at the next 
election, and that the chances are that he will be 
elected by a large majority. 

The Boers are likely to have more trouble with 
such a firebrand as that helping to direct the affairs 
of a neighboring state. 

At the same time the news comes that Mr. Cecil 
Eihodes, the man who is accused of having planned 
the raid, is seriously ill in his home in Cape Town, 
and not expected to live. 



THE Government of Siam has looked into the 
matter of the assault on Vice-Consul Kellet, 
and has decided to express regret to our Government 
that the trouble occurred. 

We told you about this affair last spring. Vice- 
Consul Kellet went into the interior of Siam to settle 
the estate of Mr. Cheek, an American who had died 
in Siam, and who had left directions that Mr. Kellet 
was to arrange his affairs for him. 

While in the performance of this duty, Mr. Kellet 
was attacked and beaten by Siamese soldiers. 

One of our gunboats, the Raleigh, was sent out to 
Bangkok to investigate the matter, and to protect the 
interests of our citizens there. 

At the time the trouble occurred, the then Secretary 
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of State, Mr. Olney, thought that perhaps Mr. Kellet 
had been over-hasty, and the soldiers were not to 
blame. 

The message from Bangkok which now reaches us 
shows that Mr. Olney was wrong. 

The Siamese Government has decided that the 
soldiers were in the wrong, and a Ueutenant and four 
privates who took part in the affair have been se- 
verely reprimanded, and suspended from their regi- 
ments without pay for several months. 

The Siamese Government has offered to make the 
fullest amends for the outrage, and Consul-General 
Barret, in his despatches, says that Mr. Reliefs con- 
duct throughout was all that could be desired. 

The commission sent up to inquire into the matter 
declared that the viceroy of the district should have 
been able to check the ill-feeling oi the soldiers, and 
he, too, has been reprimanded. 

The story of the affair, as it now reaches us, is 
that Mr. Reliefs servant was arrested by the native 
troops who act as police in the town of Chang Mai, 
where the Vice-Consul had gone to look into the 
Cheek claim. Mr. Reliefs interference on behalf of 
his servant enraged the soldiers, who set upon him 
and beat him severely. 

The Siamese Government has taken such a deter- 
mined stand, and has offered such complete apologies 
for the offence, that there is now no ill-feeling about 
the matter, and the relations that exist between the 
two countries are more friendly than ever. 

The king of Siam, Chulalongkom, who has been 
travelling through Europe since the jubilee celebra- 
tions, and of whose visit to Italy we told you in a 
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former number, has made many friends for himself 
and his country by his intelligence and his charming 
manners. 

This king has manifested a close interest in the 
progress of civilization throughout his travels, and 
his country will certainly benefit from his broadened 
views when he returns home. His two sons are being 
educated at Harrow, which is one of the great Eng- 
lish public schools, and the rival of the famous Eton, 
of which you must have heard. Public school in 
England does not mean free school for the benefit of 
the public, as it does with us, but a high-class school 
where the classics are taught, and which is patronized 
principally by the wealthy and titled classes, because 
the fees are so high that they are beyond the reach 
of ordinary people. 



REPORTS are coming in from various sections of 
the country of the disastrous forest fires that 
are raging. 

In Michigan and Indiana, the smoke from these 
fires is so dense that it lies over the surface of Lake 
Michigan like a thick fog, and the sailors have diffi- 
culty in finding their way through it. 

In the southern part of Canada the losses have 
been terrible from these fires. Thousands of dollars' 
worth of timber has been destroyed, and many per- 
sons have lost their homes and their crops. 

In Manitoba the flames are said to be spreading, 
and there is great fear that the fire will reach the 
more thickly populated districts. Every effort is 
being mc^de to prevent the fire from getting a stt^rt on 
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the Minnesota side of the boundary, but it is feared 
that it will be impossible to do so. 

Settlers have been fighting the flames day and night 
for over a week, but have made little progress. 

Some two thousand Canadians have been rendered 
homeless and ten persons have been burned to death. 
In their advance the terrible flames have destroyed 
the towns and villages that lay in their path, and the 
report from Ontario alone states that farms, dwell- 
ings, stores, churches, and schools have been swept 
away by this dreadful scourge. 

The fall of the year is always the time when forest 
fires are to be dreaded. In dry seasons like the pres- 
ent, there is always a danger that some chance spark 
may light on the fallen leaves and the grass dried 
out by the heat of summer, and thus set the forests 
on fire. 

The latter part of this year has been particularly 
dry. In the Western and Middle States they say 
that rain has not been so badly needed in years. In 
many sections of the country there has been no rain 
for months. Water-courses and wells are reported as 
dried up, and many of the live stock are dying for 
want of water. 

The grass has become so parched and dry that the 
farmers are having to feed their stock two months 
ahead of the usual time, and drive them miles to 
water. It is feared that later in the year there will 
be a fodder famine. 

As a regular thing, the cattle graze in the fields 
and feed themselves until the frost comes, when the 
farmers begin to feed them. Enough fodder is raised 

during the uqs^qu to Qmvj tl^e etock cgn^Qrtably 
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througli uDtil the grass is up again ; but as the corn 
and roots are liable to rot or mould, little more is 
grown than is necessary. You can see that it is a 
serious business for the farmers to have had to touch 
their winter supplies two months ahead of time. 

It is this drought which has caused the forest fires. 

In those sections of the country that have as yet 
escaped the fire, the prairies are as dry as tinder, and 
the owners of the fields are in constant fear that a 
spark from a passing locomotive may set fire to them. 
Men are kept on the watch night and day to prevent 
such a calamity. 

The Tonawanda Swamp is also on fire. 

Tonawanda is in the northern part of New York 
State, in the neighborhood of Buffalo, and is a great 
lumber town. 

The swamp covers twenty-five thousand acres, and 
adjoining it are many rich farm lands and valuable 
buildings. 

The underbrush grows so thickly in this swamp 
that it has always been necessary to clear it out every 
little while, and so the people have been in the habit 
of setting it on fire every year a few days before the 
equinoctial storms were due. They had found from 
experience that by the time the storms came the fires 
had burnt out enough of the undergrowth for their 
purpose, and the heavy rains which usually accom- 
pany the storms put the fires out for them. 

This year, however, the equinox brought no storm 
with it, and the lighted fires have continued to burn 
with such fierceness that not only the swamp, but 
the surrounding country, is in danger of being laid 
waste. 
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The equinox is that period in which the sun, in its 
yearly course, crosses the equator, and makes the 
day and the night of equal length. This occurs twice 
in the year, — about March 21st and September 22d, — 
and, as we have told you, is usually attended by high 
winds and severe storms. 

In Virginia there is also a serious forest fire. The 
Dismal Swamp, as it is called, is on fire. The smoke 
has become so dense that the people on the trains 
which run through are forced to keep all the windows 
closed, and even then the smoke is almost unbearable. 

The train hands report that the game and wild 
animals that have made their homes in the swamp 
are deserting it and fleeing in all directions. 

All over these sections of the country the constant 
prayer is for rain, rain, rain ! 

Curious, is it not, that in one year we should have 
had a period of such heavy rain that dams were burst, 
rivers overflowed their banks, and the farmers lost 
their hay crops, and that this wet season should have 
been followed by such a severe drought that the 
forests have taken fire ! 



THE latest news from Guatemala is that the govern- 
ment troops who are supporting Dictator Barrios 
have succeeded in recapturing the important city 
which the rebels had previously taken by storm. 

It is necessary that you know the name of this 
city, but it is one of the hardest we have had to en- 
counter so far. Quezaltenango is its name. 

(Strange, isn't it, that foreign names should sound 
so funny to us, and be so difficult to pronounce? In 
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many foreign tongues the e is pronounced a, and the 
a, ah. If you remember this it will help you to a 
correct pronunciation of many names and places.) 

Quezaltenango being once more in the hands of the 
Government, Barrios has plucked up fresh courage, 
and attacked the insurgents with such vigor that one 
wing of their army has been defeated and driven into 
Mexico. 

President Diaz does not, however, intend to allow 
the rebels to use his country as a refuge, and he is 
sending forces to the frontier to drive them back into 
Guatemala, to be captured by Barrios. 



AN interesting sham fight took place in Van Cort- 
land Park last week. 

The soldiers were divided into two forces, the at- 
tacking and the defending, and the object of the fight 
was to see what the commander's idea of defence 
would be, in case an enemy attacked the city. 

A number of officers from the regular army at- 
tended the fight, and praised our citizen soldiers in 
high terms for the excellent work they did during the 
action. 

The attacking party came up from the banks of the 
Hudson River at Riverdale, and endeavored to steal 
down the high-road to Kingsbridge, where they could 
cross over the Harlem Eiver, and so find themselves 
on Manhattan Island, with the upper part of New 
York city at their mercy. 

The defenders divided their forces into two divi- 
sions, — the army of the West and the army of the 
East : the one to check the invaders if it was their in- 
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tention to inarch across the country to New Bochelle, 
and the other to prevent any attempt to reach New 
York city. 

The general of the defending army took up his 
position on Woodlawn Heights, where he could see 
just which way the attacking army was going to 
move; and finding that the attempt was to be made on 
New York, sent troops to the roads and the fields 
through which the invaders must try to pass. 

So well did he lay his plans that the invaders 
found themselves checked at every point. There was 
not a loophole left unguarded for them to creep 
through, and at last, after much good generalship 
had been displayed on both sides, the invaders were 
driven back, and the defenders claimed the victory. 

The sham battle was followed by a review of the 
troops engaged, and when it was all over the citizen 
soldiers returned to the city, tired and dusty, but 
proud of their good day's work. 

G. H. BOSENFEHJ). 
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INVENTION AND DISCOVERY. 

AN interesting advance in the postal system of our 
country was made recently when the first of the 
pneumatic tubes which are to carry mail underground 
from one office to another was declared ready for use. 

Some three hundred promi- 
nent men were present to see 
the first package of mail matter 
sent. 

This tube extends from the 
Produce Exchange to the Post- 
Office Building, and the trip 
can be made from one office 
to the other in one minute and 
a quarter. 

Mr. Chauncey Depew was 
present at the opening cere- 
monies, and having made an 
appropriate speech, sent off 
the first carrier of mail matter 
that passed through the tube. 

In less time than it takes 
to tell the story the carrier returned, bringing a 
receipt for the mail that had been sent, and a pretty 
little kitten which arrived breathless from its spin 
through the tube. 

The carriers are two feet long and seven inches 
round, and are made to fit the tube closely. 

Other tubes are to be laid throughout the city, and 
before very long every post-office in the city will be 
connected with the general post-office by pneumatic 
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tube, and letters will be posted in Harlem and sent 
flying down the seven miles to the City HaU in a few 
minutes. 

Another ingenious x>ostal device which has just 
been put on trial is the scheme for registering letters 
yourself. 

The first thing to do is to put a ten-cent piece in 
the slot. The coin opens a small registering win- 
dow, and reveals a pad on which you write the ad- 
dress of the registered letter, and also an aperture 
through which the letter is to be dropped. The letter 
must first have been stamped with a two-cent stamp. 

After the letter is mailed the sender pulls a handle 
until a gong rings, and a receipt is then pushed out 
toward the sender. This receipt is in fact the second 
half of the order which he himself has written. As 
soon as the receipt is given the machine locks itself, 
and nothing will unlock it but a fresh dime in the 
slot. 

Worn coins, or those that are not full size and 
weight, are instantly rejected by the machine. . 

The coin, after entering the machine, passes over a 
very delicate balance, and if it is found to be light or 
bad when it is weighed, the machine throws it out on 
the floor in front of the would-be registerer. 

Three of these machines have been placed on trial : 
one in the Post-OflSce Building, one in the Equitable 
Building, and one in the branch office at Forty Hsecond 
Street. 
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THE situation in Onba remains much the same. 
The noteworthy event of the past week has 
been a sad and unfortunate shipwreck which occurred 
on October 16th. 

On that day a Spanish steamer was wrecked off the 
coast of Pinar del Bio, while making the trip from 
Havana to Bahia Honda. 

The Ihnton, as the steamer was called, was carrying 
soldiers' ammunition, money, and mules to be used 
against the Cubans in Finar del Bio. 

According to all accounts the steamer was so heav- 
ily laden that when she started her decks were only 
a few feet above the level of the water. 

It was a very black and stormy night, and many 
sailors on the dock expressed fears that the vessel 
could not weather a storm in her heavily laden con- 
dition. 

The trip she had to make was merely a matter of 
four hours, and the captain declared himself confi- 
dent of bringing his vessel safely to port. 

All went well till the Triton was within a few miles 

OopTrlght, 1807, by Thk Gbbat Round World PubUshlDsr OomiMiiy. 
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of her destinatioii; when off the coast of Pinar del 
Bio she ran aground. 

Those on board who were saved from the wreck 
said that the vessel was so heavily loaded that she 
was not able to take her usual course, and, because so 
much deeper in the water, ran aground on a bank that 
in her ordinary trips she could pass over without 
difficulty. 

As long as the vessel had been cutting her way 
through the water, the heavy lading had caused little 
inconvenience, but when she grounded the waves be- 
gan to wash over her decks, and cause much alarm to 
the passengers. 

While the vessel was in great danger, she might 
still have been saved if it had not been for the mules. 
These beaste, becoming panic-stricken as the waves 
swept over the deck, stampeded to one side of the 
vessel, causing it to list over so much that the cargo 
shifted. 

This is one of the most terrible accidents that can 
happen to a vessel. 

The loading of a cargo is a very important thing, 
and is a business of itself. The men who direct it 
must understand just how to distribute the weight 
evenly in the hold, and how to pack the boxes and 
bales and barrels so tightly together that they cannot 
move, because if a cargo should shift it is liable to 
throw the ship out of her balance, and she is in dan- 
ger of overturning and sinking. 

This is what happened to the Triton. The mules 
and the shifted cargo together made such a heavy 
weight on one side that she keeled over, and within 
fifteen minutes of the time she first struck the bank 
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she sanky carrying down with her one hundred and 
fifty of the iMissengers and crew. 

The accident hapx>ened in the early dawn, when 
many of the people were asleep in their berths, and 
though the captain had them roused, and lowered the 
boats to try and take them off the sinking ship, the 
seas ran so high that the small boats were swamped, 
and it was impossible to save the unfortunate passen- 
gers. 

The ship went down in one hundred and twenty 
fathoms of water, so it is not likely that her valuable 
cargo of arms and money will ever be recovered. The 
loss is a serious one to Si)ain at this moment, when 
she needs every penny she has to help her out of her 
many difficulties. 



^T^HEKB are disquieting rumors that the Carlists 
^ are smuggling large quantities of arms into 
Spain from France, and it is thought that the long- 
deferred rising will occur very shortly. 

Eleven thousand rifles are said to have b^en pur- 
chased in Belgium by the Garlist agents during the 
month of September. 

4 4 # 4 4 4 

THERE is a vague rumor that the Queen Begent 
and her new Prime Minister have arrived 
at the conclusion that the only possible end to the 
Cuban war will be to let the Cubans purchase the 
island. 

There are a good many complications in the way of 
this action at present, because the European finan- 
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ciers, about whom we have spoken to you before, have 
advanced a great deal of money to Spain, the sugar 
and tobacco being taken as security for the return 
of their money. These people must first be reck- 
oned with before any agreement to free Cuba can 
he made, but it is hinted by i)eople close to the 
Government that the Queen and Senor Sagasta are 
considering a plan whereby they can allow Cuba 
to purchase her freedom without making bad 
friends with the financiers, or offending the pride of 
Spain. 

It would seem that Senor Sagasta's poUcy is to 
put an end to foreign wars, and gather the strength 
of the Spanish army around the throne of Spain, 
so that it shall be well protected against the Carlist 
attack that will undoubtedly be made ere long. 

A report has been received that the Spanish general 
in the Philippine Islands is treating with the insur- 
gents for peace. 

This report is published in one of the reliable 
Spanish papers, and it states that General Primo de 
Rivera has been discussing terms of x>eace with Emi- 
lio Aguinaldo, the insurgent leader. 

The rebels have been so successful that they are 
not willing to make peace unless they get very good 
terms, and so they ask that all who have taken part 
in the revolt shall be given a free pardon, that three 
million pesetas (a peseta is worth about twenty cents) 
shall be paid to the insurgent chiefs, that the Philip- 
pine Islands shall be represented in the Spanish 
Cortes, and that half the government offices in the 
islands shall be held by natives. The insurgents also 
demand that the power of the priests shall be les- 
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sened, as the rebellion was really caused by the dis- 
agreements between the friars and the i)eople. 



AN amnsing filibustering incident has occurred dur- 
ing the week. 

The Spaniards obtained information that the Cu- 
bans were fitting out a large expedition with arms 
and men for the insurgents. They had engaged a 
ship called the Premier for this purpose, and were 
making their preparations with all possible haste and 
secrecy. 

The Spaniards gave information to our Govern- 
ment, and requested that the expedition be stopped. 

But the Cubans have as many spies around as the 
Spaniards, and it was soon learned that the Premier 
expedition was known to the authorities. Without 
appearing to change their plans about the Premier, 
the Cubans made a secret arrangement with another 
ship called the Silver Heels, and prepared her to take 
their cargo instead of the Premier, 

The watchful Spaniards soon found out about the 
new vessel, and even learned the hour and dock at 
which she was to receive her cargo. 

Our Gbvemment was warned, and a revenue cutter 
got ready to intercept the Silver Heels as soon as she 
should really have started on her voyage. 

The Cubans were attempting to load and despatch 
their vessel from the port of New York, and so it was 
exx)ected that, with all the police boats and cutters 
available here, it woidd be an easy matter to catch 
and convict all concerned in the expedition. 

A detective was sent to watch the dock at which 
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the Silver Beds was to be loaded. Sure enough, the 
vessel slipx)ed up to the pier as soon as night had 
fallen, and the detective watched suspicious-looking 
cases being hastily put on board, and suspicious-look- 
ing characters taking passage in her. He became 
convinced that a filibustering expedition was indeed 
being sent out. To make quite sure, he watched 
until the last of her load was put on board. The last 
man had reached the deck, and the vessel, in tow of 
a river tug, had once more pulled out of the dock. 

He then hurried down to the Battery and told what 
he had seen, and with several other officers got on 
board the cutter and started to intercept the Silver 
Heda as she came down the Bay on her way to sea. 

To you who do not know New York Harbor, it may 
be as weU to explain that New York, or Manhattan, 
Island lies between the Hudson Biver and the Sound, 
an arm of the sea which is called the East Biver as 
it flows by New York, 

This East Biver which, as it widens, becomes Long 
Island Sound, separates Manhattan Island from Long 
Island, which, as its name suggests, is a long strip of 
land stretching along the coast for miles above and 
below New York city, forming the beautiful New 
York Bay and Harbor below the city, and the equally 
lovely Long Island Sound above the city. 

The Atlantic Ocean washes the outer shore of Long 
Island, and ships leaving the port of New York can 
reach the sea either by going above the city through 
Hell Gate and Long Island Sound, or below the city 
down the Harbor and Bav. and out through the 
rows, past Sandy Hoc' -od. 

The route to Cuba if Toattem 
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make the journey by the Sound route is to go a good 
day's journey out of the way, so it never entered the 
heads of the officers on the cutter that the Silver Beds 
would start for Cuba by any such out-of-the-way 
route. 

Putting off from the Battery, which is the extreme 
lower point of New York city, they steamed up and 
down the Bay, looking out for their prize. 

The Silver Heels did not put in an appearance, 
however, and after waiting about three hours, the 
officers decided to go up the East River, and intercept 
the vessel while she was still in the river. 

The night was dark, and the river full of shipping, 
but every craft that approached was carefuUy in- 
spected, and still no Silver HeeU was discovered. 

After several tedious hours of waiting had been 
passed, the officers decided to steam up to the wharf 
and find out what had happened to the ship. 

On reaching the pier it was learned, to the conster- 
nation of the marshals, that the Silver Heels had 
cleared nearly four hours before, and had been towed 
up the Sound, instead of down tiie Bay. 

With such a start as that it was felt to be useless 
to attempt to overtake her, and the marshals left the 
cutter, and returned to their homes, wiser but sadder 
men. 

^ * * 4 4 4 

^T'HE young Cuban, Miss Evangelina Cisneros, 
* about whom we told you kst week, has lost no 
time in putting herself under the protection of our 
flag. 

The ver- ' ^ of her arrival she went down to 

the Cor .use in City Hall Park, and there 
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declared her intention of becoming an American 
citizen. 

It is a very unusual thing for foreign-bom women 
to become naturalized Americans. They rarely do 
HO unless they wish to hold property in this country, 
for, having no vote or voice in the conduct of the Gov- 
ernment, it is not so necessary for them to become 
citizens of their adopted country. When a woman 
marries she assumes the nationality of her husband, 
and can hold any property by right of her marriage, 
and the fact that all foreign women who marry Amer- 
icans become Americans by their marriage is an- 
other reason why it is rarely necessary for women to 
take out their naturalization papers. 

Miss Cisneros was, however, afraid that the Span- 
ish Government might insist that the United States 
should send her back to her prison in Cuba, and so 
she hastened to give up her allegiance to Spain, and 
shelter herself under the protection of the American 
Government. 



FOB some time past there has been a terrible epi- 
demic of yellow fever in the South. 

An epidemic means a disease that affects a large 
number of people at the same time and is widely 
spread. 

The disease was first noticed in a little summer 
watering-place not far from New Orleans. It was not 
recognized as yellow fever, the doctors thinking it a 
harmless little summer fever, of which the symptoms 
are verv similar. 

Little by little the disease gained headway, until 
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by the time its true character was understood it had 
taken a hold on the people and had become difficult 
to stamp out. 

The strictest quarantine regulations were enforced 
as soon as the sickness was proved to be true yellow 
fever, even the passengers on the trains being in- 
spected and closely watched before they were allowed 
to pass from infected districts to those which were 
free from the dreaded disease. With all the care it 
continued to increase, and has not yet been con- 
trolled. 

On such occasions the scientists are always very 
busy. While some of the doctors are trying to cure 
the disease, others are busy preventing the sick per- 
sons from carrying the contagion to other places, and 
others again are occupied in trying to find the cause 
of the epidemic, and how to prevent it in future. 

One of the scientists who have been working to 
prevent the disease has discovered the microbe which 
causes yellow fever, and claims that an epidemic can 
in future be prevented by inoculating people with it 
in the same way that they are now vaccinated for 
small-pox. 

Small-pox was at one time a scourge throughout 
the world, and fearful outbreaks of this plague would 
occur wherever numbers of people were gathered 
together. 

About the year 1718 an English lady travelling in 
Turkey noticed that inoculation was practised in that 
country with the greatest success, and that epidemics 
were greatly prevented thereby. 

This lady, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, intro- 
duced the practice into England. 
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The idea was to introduce into the blood the germs 
of the dreaded disease, practically giving the patient 
a slight attack of 8mall-x>ox, which made him proof 
against another attack. 

Inoculation was, however, objected to, because 
sometimes the person operated on took the disease in 
its violent form, and died from the results. 

The fact, however, remained that x)eople who 
had been inoculated were not liable to take the 
disease again, and so much good resulted that the 
physicians were constantly seeking a means of in- 
oculating that would insure only a mild form of the 
disease. 

The problem was at last solved by the great Eng- 
lish physician, Edward Jenner, in 1798. 

He found that a form of smallpox was prevalent 
among cows, and that by taking the germs of this 
disease, which was caUed cow-pox, and putting them 
into the blood of human beings, he could produce a 
mild form of small-pox, which never assumed a dan- 
gerous character, and yet prevented the person treated 
from taking the real deadly small-pox. 

From this experiment vaccination, as we know it 
to-day, resulted. The practice was given this name 
in France; the word is derived from vacca, the Latin 
for cow. 

Since vaccination became general, the decrease in 
the rate of deaths from small-pox has been wonder- 
ful, and there has not been one serious epidemic 
where the practice has been followed. 

Yellow fever is a much worse enemy to all people 
who live in warm climates than small-pox. It is a 
terrible disease, and often kills its victims in a few 
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honiB. All sailors and travellers in souihem oonn- 
tries have to meet with the scourge, the sailors call- 
ing it familiarly "Yellow Jack." 

If it is indeed true that by inoculation people can 
be made proof against this awfnl disease, it will be 
one of the greatest blessings this wonderful century 
has given to man. 

As we have said, yellow fever visits our southern 
shores every year, though happily not often in an 
epidemic form. The Gk)vemment has therefore sent 
an expert down to the affected districts to discover, if 
possible, where this disease comes from, and ascertain 
the best means of preventing it. 

Dr. John Guiteras was chosen as the best man to 
send, and he reports that it is from Cuba that this 
unwelcome visitor makes its yearly call on us. 

The doctor declares that the sanitary conditions in 
Cuba are dreadful. He says that nothing is done to 
keep the cities clean or healthy. The drainage in 
Havana is of the worst possible description, and in 
times of epidemic no attempt is made to prevent the 
spread of disease. 

There is such constant communication between 
Cuba and the United States that our Government 
has been obliged to keep three health officers in the 
island to report on the state of things and enforce 
quarantine regulations when necessary. 

Yellow fever breaks out regularly every year in 
Cuba, and the doctor declares that it would be an 
excellent thing for us if the Cubans were allowed 
to purchase their freedom under our protection, 
as we might then be able to induce them to put 
their country in a properly healthy condition, and 
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save ourselves the trouble and cost of yellow-fever 
epidemics. 



PEINOE MAVROOORDATO, the Greek mimsier 
who has been sent to Turkey to arrange the 
peace, has arrived in Constantinople, but, if all re- 
ports are true, he has not been received with the re- 
spect that he considered his due. 

Some little annoyance at the custom-house put him 
so terribly out of temper that he was on the point of 
turning back and refusing to enter into any negotia- 
tions with Turkey at all. He was, however, pacified, 
and is now in the Turkish capifail, ready to begin 
work. 

The Sultan has announced positively that he does 
not intend to remove his troops from Thessaly until 
he has something surer to rely upon than a promise 
to pay the indemnity. 

He has sent supplies of winter clothing to the 
army, and will keep his soldiers where they are untU 
Greece has so arranged her affairs that he can feel 
sure of being paid. 

Considering that the Powers are to take charge of 
the Greek treasury until he has been paid, this con- 
duct seems rather extraordinary, but the Sultan is 
such an untrustworthy x)erson himself that it is not 
to be wondered at that he has no faith in promises or 
honor. 

Last week we prepared you for a surprise in regard 
to the settlement of the affairs in Crete. 

His Majesty the Sultan has not kept us long wait- 
ing for it. 
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Forgetting that the Cretans accepted Home Bule 
from the Powers, and that the matter was siipx)osed 
to have been settled, Abdul Hamid now comes for- 
ward with a little proposal of his own. 

He suggests that all the occupants of Crete, Chris- 
tians and Mussulmans alike, shall be forced to deliver 
up their weapons to the Turkish soldiers. That he, 
the Sultan, shall have the power to appoint whom he 
pleases as governor of Crete, and shall further be 
empowered to form a body of guards, half soldiers 
and half police, who shall have the duty of preserv- 
ing the peace of Crete. 

All this means, in so many words, that instead of 
a Christian governor. Home Bule, and the payment 
of a yearly tribute to the Turks, the Cretans shall go 
back to the old state they were in before Greece 
interposed. 

We shall probably hear a good deal more about 
Crete before the winter is over. 

4 4 4 it 4 «l 

ENGLAND'S conduct in regard to the seal ques- 
tion looks as if she had been playing the old 
child's game of asking her pinkie finger before she 
could give us a decided answer. 

From Lord Salisbury's conduct in the a£fair, one 
would suppose that he had shut himself up in his 
study, and consulted the oracle : 

"Pray, my dear little finger, pray tell me whether I 
shall join the seal conference or no? Yes~no-yes 
— no" : and so on. 

He has said ^ yes" and ^ no" so many times that it 
looks as though he had just come round to the pinkie 
agaiaat/^yes/' 
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After Btatmg ihat the end of the five years agx^eed 
on in Paris was time enough to consider the seal ques- 
tion, his lordship has now sent word to our ambassa- 
dor that England will join the United States in a 
conference. The conference is to be held about the 
same time as the other one, but is to have no connec- 
tion with it. 

It seems a pity that England will not meet the 
Bussian and Japanese delegates, because they may 
have some interesting information to offer. As we 
have said before, there was no question of discussing 
anything else but the decrease of the seal herds, and 
Japan has expressly stated that she will not enter into 
any other form of the subject. 

It is, however, a point gained that England will 
discuss any part of the question, and it is to be hoped 
that this decision is final, and that Lord Salisbury 
may not set to work to recount his fingers, and make 
the pinkie come to " no" again. 



THEBE seems to be a growing desire for independ- 
ence in Canada. 

The French Canadians of the Province of Quebec 
are urging the people to demand complete independ- 
ence from England. They have printed and circu- 
lated an appeal to the x)eople to rise and demand their 
liberty. 

We told you some time ago about England's idea 
of federating her colonies. 

If this should be done, the mother country would 
have the right to demand that the colonies should 
contribute to her wara, and help her, and stasid by 
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her on all occasions. The federating of England and 
her colonies would bind them together in much the 
same way that our United States are bound together. 
They would be under one head and one government, 
but each x>ortion of the empire would take its share 
of the profits and losses. 

It is this which has roused the Canadians of Quebec. 

Here is their complaint: "Canada, more securely 
chained, wiU be thrown into the defensive and offen- 
sive politics of Great Britain. We will be called 
upon to contribute toward the military and naval 
forces of that country. We will have to give our 
money and our blood to defend the interests of the 
noble lords who scorn us, the London merchants who 
exploit us, and the deserts of Africa or the plains of 
India will be our fimeral pyres, where many of our 
I)eople will sleep." 

These fears were aroused when, in the latter part 
of September, it was announced that the Canadian 
Gk)vemm6nt was about to make large purchases of 
guns and cannon for the defence of Montreal. 

These Canadians became afraid that they were to 
be drawn into some war in which they had neither 
interest nor concern, and they are now anxious to 
throw off the English yoke, and be free to make peace 
or war as they wiU. 

4 4-4 4 44 

AS the winter approaches, the cry of famine is once 
more being raised in Ireland. 
The potato crop apx)ears to have failed entirely, and 
the grain, beaten down by storms and rain, has not 
ripened, but lays rotting in the fields where it was 
planted. 



14^ XOyc Oreat VounD WLotVb 

The orj of famine is heard from Ireland with more 
or less regularity every year, and therefore some peo- 
ple are inclined to doubt whether this is a genuine 
complaint, but from all one hears it would appear to 
be only too true. 

Mr. John E. Bedmund, member of Parliament for 
Waterford, Ireland, has stated that the present har- 
vest is the worst since 1879, and that there is every 
reason to fear that a large portion of the Irish popu- 
lation will soon be on the verge of starvation. 

To help these unfortunates, sixty-four of the Irish 
members joined in a petition to ask the Government 
to call an extra meeting of Parliament to vote money 
for the relief of the famine sufferers. 

The Queen has the right to call the British Parlia- 
ment into session at any time she deems it necessary, 
but for a long time it has been the custom for it to 
assemble in February and remain in session until 
August. 

In reply to the petition from the Irish members, 
the Government stated that there did not seem to be 
any necessity for summoning a special parliament to 
deal with the Irish troubles, as, if the worst fears for 
Ireland were realized, the Government had power to 
use funds to relieve the i)eople without waiting for 
the consent of Parliament. 

The Irish members, in addition to asking for a 
special session of Parliament, entreated the Govern- 
ment to lower the rents of the Irish tenants. 

The petition stated that, in consequence of the poor 
crops, it was hopeless to expect the tenants to pay 
their full rentals, and to avoid the suffering and bad 
feeling that arises from evictions, or turning out the 
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people who are behind in their rents, it was begged 
that the Government would lower the rents by law. 

The Government, however, absolutely declined to 
interfere in the matter, and this will have to be left 
to the good-will of the landlords. 

Should the coming winter turn out as badly as it is 
feared, the chances are that there will be more bitter 
feeling between England and Ireland. The cause of 
the strife will be the money that England is said to 
owe to Ireland. 

Some time ago the Queen appointed a committee to 
examine the accounts between the two nations, and 
see just exactly how each country stood on the books 
of the other. 

When the committee handed in its report, every 
one was absolutely amazed to find that for nearly a 
hundred years England had been collecting about 
thirteen million dollars a year from Ireland over and 
above the sum which she had a right to ask for. It 
was further shown that the collection of this big tax 
was in direct violation of a treaty between England 
and Ireland. 

If the horrors of famine overtake the Emerald Isle, 
the Irish people will certainly demand that this 
money be returned to them ; but the sum is now so 
enormous that England can never return it in full, 
and, whatever she does for Ireland, the sister isle is 
sure to feel defrauded and unhappy. 



LAST July we told you about a great strike that was 
going on in London among the engineers. We 
said that the fight promised to be a long and bitter 
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one, beoause both masters and men considered thon- 
selves in the right, and both had plenty of money to 
help them to stand by their opinions. 

You will be surprised to learn that the strike is 
still in progress, and grows stronger as time goes by. 

When the strike first began, but seventeen thou- 
sand men were involved in it; but finding the masters 
refuse to listen to the demands of the men, the labor 
unions have decided to call out the workers in thirty 
other imx>ortant industries. This will make abont 
four hundred thousand men in all on strike. 

The complaint of the men is that they want a work- 
ing day of eight hours, and do not ^ant to work over- 
time unless they aro paid extra for it. 

The engineer*s calling is a very hard one; in some 
branches the men are forced to work around boilers 
and furnaces where the heat is stifling. They feel 
that eight hours' labor a day is as much as they 
should be required to give, and that, if their employ- 
ers want them to toil longer than their regular hours, 
they should be willing to pay them Uberally for so 
doing. 

The men do not like to work overtime. When their 
day's work is done they want to be able to go home 
and rest, and they declare that many of the master 
force the men to work after hours without reason. 

The contracts for making and building in large enter- 
prises are nearly always what are called time con- 
tracts. This means that the contractor agrees to 
have the work finished by a certain time, and if he 
fails to keep his part of the bargain he has to i)ay a 
heavy forfeit for each day that he is behind time. 

When the time for a contract is nearly up, it is 
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often necessary for the men to work overtime to save 
the master his forfeit. 

The men contend that the masters ought to be will- 
ing to pay extra for such service. To save them 
money they are asking the men to toil for them after 
their full day's work is done, and when they are 
so tired that it requires an extra effort to do the 
work. 

The leaders of the strike think that overtime is un- 
necessary if the work is properly handled from the 
beginning, and they are anxious to make the rate so 
high that masters will not ask it of their men, unless 
under very unusual circumstances. 

Of late both sides have shown a disposition to set- 
tle the strike, because many of the big contracts for 
work have had to be given out in foreign countries, 
owing to the duration and strength of the strike ; but 
aa neither side seems wilUng to give in, matters aie 
at a standstill. 

The Prince of Wales and Mr. Gladstone have both 
been asked to arbitrate the strike, but both of these 
great men have decUned to interfere in the matter. 

The engineers, however, realize that something 
must be done, so they are trying to bring the matter 
to an end by calling out such a number of other work- 
men that the trade of the country will be brought to 
a standstill. 

There was a rumor that the engineers who work on 
the steamships would be called out and forced to go 
on strike. If this should prove true, every kind of 
business would be interfered with, for no steamers 
could leave the English ports without properly cer- 
tificated engineers to run them, and no foreign mail 



1472 ube Great IRound TISlotl& 

of any sort could be sent out or brought into the 
country. 

The agents of the great lines running between this 
country and England, which are nearly all owned by 
English firms, declared that they were not afraid of 
the strike hurting them. If their engineers should 
be called out, they asserted that they could find 
plenty of men to fill their places. 

This is all very well from the point of view of the 
agents seated in their comfortable offices, but very 
few of us would be willing to trust our lives on the 
high seas to inexperienced engineers. We do not 
care to ride on the cars in times of strikes when green 
hands are put on to keep them running till the trouble 
is over, and on the cars we can get out any moment 
we feel afraid. But on the ocean it is altogether a 
different matter. There is no stopping the car and 
getting out at the next block, and it would probably 
pay the steamship companies better to agree to the 
engineers' terms than to run their ships empty. 



•^ I ^n ri Duchess of Marlborough (formerly Miss 
^ Consuelo Yanderbilt) is now the happy mother 
of a baby son who may one day be the Duke of Marl- 
borough. 

When it came time to christen the infant, the Prince 
of Wales sent word that he would act as godfather to 
the noble baby. 

The child has just been christened, and a grand 
ceremony was made of the affair in the Chapel Boyal, 
St. James' Palace, which, by the way, is the same 
ohiirch in which Queen Victoria was married. 
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Accordiiig to the OlbrB. ol ^"e*-*—^. tone spammnB 
ate necessarj to the dizMtaiii^ r4 a fcabr. If it is a 
b07 there most be tvo goifuotn acd ooe godaodier; 
if a girl, two godmoth^s aiiA ooe |g>ifatCier- 

It was UKiefote mhiimhi. t..> have two godfatlien 
for this infant, vho, a« >Tl>>r>4 btjh of tL« Duke of 
Harlborongfa, is known hj ti^ tiiie of Maiqma of 
Blandford. 

The Prince ol Waav ^as '■x^ ptHtO:^ and the 
other was Mr. W. K- Vau)»r.ri. uk- graadfatlicr of 
thebabr. 

The rhrintming vm a nrr gxacrl aSatr, and after 
it was over the Priace of W»iea pt««ited tbe infant 

with agtJden eojp en^taTed wiifc iJ* '.(wn '~' 

coat of anna, and tbe lal>T's iazl^ JoLn 
ward WiiliaiB, and t£^ far' -'^t coot of arau 

It seons tlial the j'vtn^ y*-*^'yp T^'3in has 
ners evem at this carij at^ f'T wu^n L« i 
to his roja] godfather i/x iiis^^etion he n 
peted, bat, ■'■'■'"■"g to ixiaHze tL« h<Aio 
being dooe to him, tKLnr^d wiui perteet p 



Fmay intenst roa to kii^yw tiiat thh Piii 
lani his anired in tiiis trjantrj. 
The Fri nma s is tL^ d^uiKht^r of Lilia<^ 
ter, iriio ntamed a Haw^iiJAii ^f^ilkiium u 
bran. KaJnlani, who i*. known as yth 
Cleghom, is aaid to be a t^t chunaia^ f 
edneited and amiaUe. Slif is said to be •] 
and to look Uke a Spamard or Cuban. 
She is jiMiiiiw throogli this couDtrr cm 
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Because of the tact which we told you a little while 
ago that Idliuokalani was talking of abdicating in 
favor of Eainlani, every one was anxious to find out 
from the young princess whether her visit to the 
Sandwich Islands had anything to do with the pro- 
posed annexation. 

The young lady refused to speak on the subject. 
She said that she was simply going there to visit 
some old friends. 

Her father, Mr. Cleghom, who was taking her to 
Honolulu, declared himself opposed to annexation, 
but stated positively that the trip to Hawaii was 
merely a return home for his daughter, who had been 
finishing her education abroad. 

4 4 4 4 4 « 

AFFAIBS in Guatemala continue in an unsettled 
condition. 

While the Government continues to gain the npx)er 
handy and the insurgent leaders are being defeated 
and obliged to flee the country, the condition of 
affairs is most distressing. 

The rebel cause was so strong that none doubted 
that it would succeed. Numbers of the best people 
in the country sided with the rebels, and felt so sure 
of their ultimate success that they did not scruple to 
let it be known where their sympathies lay. 

Now that the Government and Barrios have gained 
the victory, there is a panic throughout the country. 

It is felt that the dictator will deal out a heavy 
punishment to all who have revolted against his rule, 
and in all parts of the country people are fleeing from 
his wrath, leaving their houses and plantations to 
go to rack and ruin. 
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Onr Government fears that the lives and proi)erty 
of our citizens in Guatemala may be endangered in 
the general confusion, and therefore the cruiser Detroit 
has been sent down to the Gulf coast of Guatemala to 
protect the interests of our citizens. 



TjrrE are sorry to tell you that the forest fires are 
▼▼ stiU increasing in New York State. 

Half of the people of the town of Huron have been 
engaged for three weeks in fighting the fires, but have 
made little or no headway. 

Forest fires are also raging on the Alleghany Moun- 
tains, and word comes that the town of Altoona, Pa., 
is so shrouded in smoke from the fires that the sun 
at noonday is almost invisible. 

Better news, however, comes from Nebraska. Bain 
has fallen there, and the terrible drought appears to 
be over. The farmers are using every moment of 
daylight to plough their fields and get them ready for 
the fall planting. 

Showers have fallen almost daily over the State 
since the drought was broken, and, in the few days 
that have passed, the grass that was so terribly burned 
and parched has sprung up anew, until it looks quite 
fresh and green again. 

The farmers are now feeling more hopeful. 



TJTE told you about a wonderful roller-boat that 
VV was being built in Toronto. 

It was given its first trial on Saturday, and Mr. 
Knapp, its inventor, declared it to be a great success. 
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People who were on board this strange craft on its 
trial trip said that when the machinery was put in 
motion the sensation was anything bnt pleasant. 
According to their description, it seemed as if the 
whole ship was being lifted into the air, and tilted to 
such angle that it was bound to go over. When they 
were half frightened out of their senses by the tilting, 
there came a noise as if all the machinery was burst- 
ing at the same moment, and when they had made up 
their minds that the whole affair was going to pieces, 
the vessel began to move through the water. 

As soon as it was found that the ship really did 
move, and that nothing was going to blow up, every- 
body began to praise her, and the trial was pro- 
nounced a great success. 

Although at the trial the boat proved very slow, 
the builder is so enthusiastic about her that he says 
he is confident she will be able to move through the 
water at the rate of sixty miles an hour. 

If this feat is accomplished, the three thousand 
miles of sea that divide us from Europe will be crossed 
in two davs and two hours. 

Q. H. BOSENFELD. 
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LETTERS FROM OUR YOUNG FRIENDS. 

Editor Great Eound World. 

Deab Sib: Can you tell me more about the map- 
holder mentioned in No. 47? W, J. B. 

Dear Sir: 

If you refer to the map-holder for bicycles, we 
would suggest that you apply to A. G. Spalding & 
Co., Broadway, New York. Editor. 

Deab Editor: 

Will you please explain in the next issue of The 
Gbeat Bound World who are eligible to seats in the 
House of Lords and in the House of Commons? By 
thus doing you will greatly oblige one who is very much 
interested in your paper. 

Respectfully yours, 

MOBBISTOWN, N. J. N. R. 

Dear Friend: 

The House of Peers (or House of Lords) is com- 
posed of all the peers of the United Kingdom, the 
representative Scottish peers, the Irish representative 
peers, and the lords spiritual. 

A peer is the holder of one of the five degrees of 
nobility, — duke, marquis, earl, viscount, or baron. 
These men have their seats in the House of Lords 
by right of birth, and take possession of them when 
they come of age. 

The House of Peers takes its origin from the body 
of lords and barons who were summoned to the king's 
councils in olden times. Besides the peers who sit 
in the House of Lords by right, and who are distin- 
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guished as the lords temporal, there are twenty-six 
other lords who also form a part of this body, and 
who are known as the lords spiritual. These are the 
two English archbishops and twenty-four bishops. 

The House of Commons is composed entirely of 
men who are elected by the vote of the people. 

There are no restrictions whatever of birth, educa- 
tion, or reUgion. Any freeman who is elected can sit 
in the House. At one time an endeavor was made to 
exclude a man who had been elected because he re- 
fused to take the oath which is administered to all 
members of Parliament before they can take their 
seats. This was Charles Bradlaugh. He said he 
did not believe in an oath, but offered to affirm, or 
give his word instead. The House of Commons re- 
fused to accept this, and Mr. Bradlaugh was not 
allowed to take his seat. He afterward stated that 
he was willing to take the oath as a matter of form, 
but this was again objected to. For six years he 
struggled for his seat, and at last was allowed to take 
it, after going through the form of the oath. 

A cobbler has sat in the House of Commons and 
helped make laws for the people, and the members of 
Parliament are of all ranks and ages. 

In England, however, men of fortune and family 
take more interest in the affairs of the nation than 
they do with us, and the majority of the members of 
the House of Commons are wealthy land-owners, 
baronets, and knights, who have large interests at 
stake, and young men of good family who have been 
educated with the express idea of going into ParUar 
ment as soon as they were able to find an opening. 

Editob. 
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Dear Editor: 

I am one of your subscribers, and think The Gbsat 
Bound World a very interesting little paper. Do you 
think the man that went up in the balloon will succeed 
in finding the North Pole? I hope he will, and when 
he comes back give us a good history of it. And do you 
think that Cuba will get its freedom? I hope it will. 

Yours truly, 

New Philadelphia Pa., Laura G. 

Dear Laura: 

Great fears are entertained that Professor Andr^ 
has fallen a victim to his love for science, and is 
one more of the unfortunate men who have lost their 
lives in their search for the Pole. 

In regard to Cuba — unless Spain really gives the 
Cubans liberal home rule that they can be happy 
under, they will certainly fight until they are free. 

Editor. 

We have received a batch of delightful letters from 
a school in Foxboro, Mass. We take great pleasure 
in printing the three following. Editor. 

Dear Editor: 

Your paper came this week. As we read the notes I 
thought they were quite interesting. I should like to 
see one of those meteorites you told us about. I shall be 
very glad when your next paper comes, so I can read 
about Lieutenant Peary. The school is going to write 
to you and tell you how we liked your paper. 

Yours truly, 

EoxBORO, Mass. C. Irene B. 

Dear Editor: 

We received our paper this morning. We have only 
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read two stories, but we think we shall like it. Our 
teacher read us about Lieutenant Peary, and about the 
meteorites he got from Greenland, and about the Ten- 
nessee bicycle. Each one in the school wrote a letter. 
We are going to select the best ones and send them to 
you. ^ Yours truly, 

FoxBOBO, Mass. Bai.ph E. 

Deab Editob: 

We received our paper to-day. I think we shall like 
The Qbeat Bound Wobld very much. Our teacher read 
about the meteorites and the bicycles. Each one of us is 
writing a letter. Yours truly, 

Habwood W. 

P. S. — I have hurt my right fingers and can't write 
very well, but am learning to use my left hand. 
FoxBOBO, Mass. 

Every one ought to learn to write with their left 
hand. In England boys and girls are taught to write 
with both hands. There is a book published ex- 
plaining the method. Editob. 

Deab Editob: 

Can you give me further information relative to con- 
densed food described on page 1267 of The Gbeat 
Round Wobld? What the probable cost will be; 
where can it be obtained; how soon before it can be 
bought; and any other facts you may know relative 
thereto, and greatly oblige, 

Yours truly, E. A. H. 

Dear Sir: 

For further information about the condensed food, 
we would suggest that you address the New York 
Condensed Food Co., New York. Editor. 
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^T^HE British soldiers are doing some very fine 
^ work on the Indian frontier. 

During the past week an engagement has taken 
place in which some of the hardest fighting of the 
war occurred. 

According to the despatches^ the Af ridis occupied 
some rising ground which was known by the name of 
the Dargai Bidge. It was necessary for the British 
troops in their advance to pass across this ridge, and 
so the Afridis had to be dislodged from it. 

A detachment of soldiers was sent forward to x)er- 
form this task, and accomplished it so easily that in 
a very short space of time the enemy had all been 
driven off, and the village of Dargai was in flames. 

The tribesmen seemed to have been completely 
routed, and to have left the country, so no particular 
pains was taken to fortify and hold the conquered 
ridge; instead the preparations for the advance were 
hurried forward. 

The routing of the Afridis occurred on Monday ; the 
British troops were ready to start early on Wednes- 

Oqpyrigbt, 1807, by Ths Gbxat Bound Wobld PubUshing Compaiij. 
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day momingy bat just as all was in readiness for the 
move, the tribesmen suddenly reappeared in greatly 
increased numbers, and swarming in on every side 
reoccupied the ridge. 

This was a severe blow to the British, because the 
work of dislodging the enemy had to be done all over 
again. The Afridis lay right in the path of the Brit- 
ish, and must be made to move. 

This time the task was more difficult. 

The Afridis had taken up a much stronger i>oeition 
than the one they had occupied on Monday, and 
had established their main body on an exceedingly 
steep hill, about a thousand feet high, which com- 
manded the route the advancing army was obliged to 
take. 

The height and the steepness of the hill were, how- 
ever, but a small part of the difficulty with which the 
British forces had to contend. The real serious point 
lay in the fact that there was but one path by which 
the summit of the hill could be reached, and this was 
only wide enough for one man to pass at a time. It 
was therefore impossible to send krge bodies of 
troops against the enemy, and there was the terrible 
danger that sharpshooters might pick off the men 
one by one as they tried to ascend the path. 

The work had, however, to be done, and an Eng- 
lish regiment and two troops of native soldiers were 
sent forward to storm the hill. 

Between the position occupied by the English and 
that held by their foes lay an open space of rough 
and rocky ground, which was within rifle range of 
the Afridis. 

Stationing some of their best shots half-way down 
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the hill, the tribesmeD waited patiently while the 
Ei^lish made their way across the open space. 

The advance was extremely difficult owing to the 
rough nature of the ground, the soldiera having ac- 
tually to climb &om rook to rock. 

As soon as the English were well within rifle range, 
the tribesmen, who 
had not fired a shot 
until the troops were 
in the bad ground, 
opened Bnch a deadly 
fire on them that the 
on-coming troops were 
checked. All this 
time the British artil- ' 
leiymen were assailing 
the sharpshooters with 
shot and shell, trying 
their best to drive ... 
them off the side of 
the hill. In spite of 
their best efforts the 
enemy never wavered, 
but held their position. 

The fight began to 
look serious for the Ei^lish, and might have gone 
against them but that the general in command, re- 
alizing that the men could no longer stand against 
the deadly fire of the enemy, ordered a fresh regi- 
ment, the Gordon Highlanders, to go to the assists 
ance of the straggling troops. 

It is cnstomary for a general to keep a portion of 
his army in reserve, so that should the battle seem to 
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be goiiig against him, he can send fresh soldiers into 
the fight to strengthen the weak places. The tide of 
battle has again and again been tamed bv bringing 
in these reserves at the right moment. 

The aoconnts we read of battles tell ns how these 
reserve troops fret, and fame, and worry, as they are 
kept resting idly while the roar of battle rages aroand 
them. It woald seem as if the men became so eager 
and impatient that when at last the order to advance 
is given, they dash into the fray with a zest and fary 
which carries everything before it. 

The affair of the Dargai Bidge seems to have been 
no exception to this rale. 

The Gordon Highlanders had been held back all 
the morning, and no sooner was the order to advance 
given them than they made what is described as a 
'^ magnificent rash" across the open space. 

The enemy x)oared a rain of ballets upon them, but 
so eager and excited were the men that they harried 
on caring for nothing bat the advance. 

Half of their namber fell, killed or woanded, bat, 
andaanted, the others dashed forward, and finally 
reached the foot of the hill, where the overhanging 
rocks protected them from the enemy's fire. 

After pausing a few moments to recover their 
breath, they began to climb the hill, and twenty min- 
utes later they had gained the crest and dislodged 
the enemy. 

All England is ringing with the praises of these 
brave men. General Lockhart, who commands one 
wing of the frontier army, has personally thanked the 
Gordon Highlanders for their gallant conduct. He 
told them that this brave deed of theirs was one 
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which might worthily be placed side by aide with the 
other great records which this famous regiment has 
made for itself in the past. 

The colonel and officers of the regiment were also 
thanked for their fine leadership. 

We told yon some time ago abont the effect the 
Highlanders have on foreign enemies, and also of the 
many daring deeds of their pipers, and how these 
men had saved their own lives time and again by 
blowing on their bagpipes at critical moments. 

An incident occurred in the fight on the Dargai 
Bidge which illustrates this fact. 

The Gk>rdon Highlanders rushed forward to the 
charge with colors flying, and the bagpipes shrilling 
forth their martial tunes. 

One of the pipers who was leading the rush (play- 
ing as he ran) was shot through both ankles, and fell 
to the ground. It was impossible for him to walk, 
but without a moment's hesitation he scrambled to a 
sitting posture, and, putting his beloved pipes to his 
mouth, continued his playing as unconcernedly as if 
nothing had hapx)ened. 

He knew that the sound of his pipes encouraged 
his brother soldiers, and he played on unheeding the 
bullets that whistled around him. 

The rex>ort that mentions this story says it was only 
one of many exhibitions of coolness and courage shown 
by the Gordon Highlanders in their brave charge. 

It is said that while the British are full of pride 
over the conduct of the Highlanders, they are very 
uneasy at finding the enemy so well supplied with 
rifles and ammunition, and so well drilled in the use 
of their weaipons. 
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Every one is wondering where the rebels obtained 
this large snpplj of ammnnition, and once more the 
Ameer of Afghanistan is suspected of bad faith. 

It is certain that the arms conld not have beeo 
bought of English or continental merchantB, because 
the laws are very strict in India, and forbid the intro- 
duction of arms, except for government uses. To be 
brought in by European merchants they would have 
had to be very cleverly smuggled, and this would 
have been such a difficult affair that it is thought to 
have been imxx)ssible to bring large quantities of 
arms into the country that way. It is therefore 
hinted that they have come from the Ameer's famous 
factory at Cabul, as it would have been easy for him 
to supply the tribesmen from his side of the border 
without being found out. 

In the heart of his country this ruler has estab- 
lished an arsenal which is managed by Englishmen 
who are in his service. The factories are fitted out 
with machinery imx)orted from England, and when in 
full working order can turn out twenty thousand car- 
tridges and one hundred and fifteen rifles a day, and 
two field guns a week. 

In 1896 it was known that the Ameer had already 
manufactured enough breech-loading rifles to give 
arms to fifty thousand soldiers. It is uncertain what 
became of this store, but it was supposed that they 
were being kept for the Afghanistan troops. Now 
the English are wondering whether the Ameer has 
not been quietly supplying their enemies with weap- 
ons and ammunition. 

The latest reports from the seat of war state that 
the tribesmen are offering a determined resistance to 
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iihe English advance, and from all one hears some 
serious work lies before the British army in India. 



SPAIN'S answer to President McKinley has been 
cabled over to us. The text of the letter has not 
been made public yet, but one of our newspapers has 
cabled a statement from Madrid telling us what it is 
all about. This statement has been confirmed by 
Senor Dupuy de Lome, the Spanish Minister in 
Washington, and so we may have confidence in it. 

It would appear that the answer was discussed at a 
cabinet meeting in Madrid on Sunday ; a draft of the 
answer was then prepared and sent to the Queen, who 
immediately gave her consent. 

The tone of the answer shows that the present min- 
istry of Spain is anxious to keep on the best of terms 
with the United States, and does not want a war with 
us any more than we do with them. 

The answer is said to call the attention of the 
United States to the fact that since the note was pre- 
sented by General Woodford to the Duke of Tetuan, 
there has been a complete change in the Spanish Gov- 
ernment, and that the present ministry has decided 
to alter the policy of Spain in regard to Cuba, and 
give the island a form of government that cannot fail 
to meet with the approval of the United States. . 

According to this statement, which, as we have said, 
Senor de Lome declares to be correct, Spain says 
that she is now making an honest effort to win back 
the friendship of her Ouban subjects, and as a proof 
of this has recalled General Weyler, and sent out in 
his stead a man who is charged to take all the neces- 
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sary stepe toward providing Cuba with liberal Home 
Bnle. 

The friendly offices of the United States will be 
asked to assist Spain in restoring peace and content- 
ment in Onba. 

The note goes on to add that while the Spanish 
Govemment does not hold us responsible for all the 
filibustering that has been done, it will ask ns to do 
all in onr power to prevent any more expeditions 
from leaving our shores. 

In reference to fUibostering, it may be of interest 
to yon to know that the work of playing policeman 
for E^Mdn has already cost ns nearly two million dol- 
lars. We are obliged to keep a fleet of revenue cut- 
ters on the watch for these exx)editions, and it would 
seem that we have tried to do our duty very thor- 
oughly. That we have not succeeded in capturing 
many of the contraband vessels should be no great 
reproach to us. Spain has sixty vessels patrolling 
the coast of Cuba, and has only been able to seize 
one filibuster, the Competiior. 

The news that Sj^ain means to give Home Bule to 
Cuba is most welcome, and it is to be hoped that the 
reforms offered may be satisfactory to the Oubans, 
and that the war may soon be brought to a dose. 

The full terms of the promised changes have reached 
us — they give the Cubans control of educational mat- 
ters, tariff, customs, charity, and public works. 

A governor or viceroy is to be chosen by the mother 
country, and he is to have the right to choose the 
officers who are to form his cabinet. 

There is to be a Cuban parliament, divided into 
upper and lower houses, which is to settle all ihe 
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affairs of the island except those which concern for- 
eign policy, naval and military matters, and the man- 
ner in which the law is to be administered. The acts 
of this parliament are, however, to .be subject to the 
approval of the Gbvemor. 

The Cuban parliament is to elect the men who are 
to go to Spain to represent Cuba in the Cortes. 

General Blanco is already on his way to Cuba. 
Before he left Spain he stated that he felt convinced 
that the United States would soon find that there 
was no further necessity to interfere on behalf of 
Cuba. He said that Spain had only the best and 
kindest intentions toward the Pearl of the Antilles 
(as Cuba is often called). He declared that peace 
would soon be restored. 

While the reforms offered are not all that can be 
desired, stiU Spain seems sincerely to desire to re- 
store peace to Cuba, and it therefore becomes the 
duty of all peace-loving people to withhold criticism, 
and wait to see what Spain will do before venturing 
an opinion. 

The Cubans are not elated over the prospect. It is 
stated that they will refuse the Home Bule offered 
them, and persist in their attempts to win their 
freedom. 

Senor Estrada Palma, the Cuban delegate in this 
country, declared that he was in a position to state 
that the Cubans will accept no compromise from 
Spain. They are willing to give up their lives for 
their country's freedom, but they will never accept 
Home Bule as a solution of their struggle for inde- 
pendence. 

4 4 4 4 4 4 
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•^ I ^nri Onbans in Havana are feeling nervons about 
1 the demonstrations that are to be made in honor 
of General Weyler on the eve of his departure from 
Cuba, which is to take place on October 30th. 

The Americans in the city are begging thai a man- 
of-war be sent into the harbor to protect them, as 
they fear that Weyler's friends may make an attack 
upon them. 

The demonstration is to be made by the yolnnteer 
regiments of Havana. These regiments are recruited 
from the Sx)anish merchants in the city, and are all 
bitterly opposed to the Cubans. They have passed 
resolutions approving Weyler's methods of warfare, 
and protesting against the promised Home Bule. 

It is feared that these men may get so excited over 
honoring their favorite general that they may attack 
the Cubans or Americans in the ciiy. 

Weyler has desired that there shall be no demon- 
stration whatever, but the commanders of the volun- 
teers have stated that this is a matter in which they 
are quite unable to control their men. 

In spite of the fact that the Spanish Government 
relieved Weyler of his duties, he still continues to 
rule in Cuba, having refused to give up his command 
until he sails. 

He has issued a report in which he states once 
more that he has nearly crushed out the rebellion. 
He draws a lively picture of the desperate state of 
the island when he was appointed governor, and then 
shows the great improvements he has made. 

According to his statement, Havana is in an abso- 
lutely healthy condition, and great preparations have 
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been made for contmniiig the war now the rainy 
season is over; he also praises the fine condition of 
the hospitals in Havana — statements which have all 
been proved false time after time. 

Every failure or defeat that he has met with he 
attributes to the want of soldiers. He declares that 
he had not enough men under his control prox)erly to 
garrison Holguin or Victoria de Lis Tunas, and it 
was for this reason that they fell. 

He has to say something in his own defence, but it 
is doubtful if many x)6ople will be deceived by this 
wonderful report. 

4 ti 4 4 4 4 

SPAIN has asked for an explanation of the Silver 
' Heels affair. 

Minister de Lome has called the attention of the 
State Department to the case, and asked why the 
officers on the revenue cutter allowed the vessel to 
escax)e them. 

The collector of the port of New York has been 
asked to give his version of the matter. He says 
that in allowing the ship to get under way before 
he attempted to arrest her, he was acting in accord- 
ance with the wishes of the Spanish Government 
agent in New York, who wished to have a clear case 
of filibustering against the ship. It is not against 
the law to carry arms, and if the Silver Heels had 
been stopped with only a cargo of ammunition on 
board, it might have been difficult to prove that she 
was not engaged in a lawful mercantile expedition. 
But, had she been seized with arms, ammunition, and 
a number of men on board, it would have been im« 
possible to deny the nature of her business. 
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If the collector of the x)ort can prove the truth of 
his statement, Spain can find no jost cause of com- 
plaint against us, the revenue cutter did all that was 
required of her by lying in the course the Silver Heels 
wto expected to take — ^that the vessel went another 
way was nobody's fault. 

The Madrid papers think it a great pity that this 
affair should have occurred at a moment when Spain 
was trying to show her friendship for us, and declare 
that the officers on the revenue cutter appeared to be 
doing their best to avoid overtaking the ship. In 
Washington it is said that grave trouble may arise 
out of the matter. 

Following right after these statements comes an- 
other from the agent of the Silver Heels, 

This gentleman declares that the vessel never 
brought up alongside of the dock at which she is 
accused of having taken on her cargo. He says she 
was laden with coal, which she took on board at a 
pier on the New Jersey shore, either Hoboken or 
Weehawken, that she sailed down the bay and out at 
the Narrows under her own canvas, and never em- 
ployed any tugboat. The agent states positively 
that the Silver Heels did not go up the Sound, and 
declares that if a mysterious vessel did take on a 
cargo and slip up the Sound, it was not the Silver 
Heels. 

There the matter rests for the present. 



w 



E hear from the Soudan that General Hunter is 
steadily advancing up the Nile. 
By his orders gunboats were sent ahead of the army 
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as far as Metemneh, which is the present stronghold 
of the Mahdists, and lies between Khartoum and 
Berber. The object of sending on the gunboats was 
to find out whether the city was very strongly f orti- 
fiedy and what were the nature of its defences. 

Under cover of a heavy fire from their guns, these 
boats were able to reach the city and take all the ob- 
servations they needed, and then, having treated the 
city itself to a brisk cannonading, they retreated to 
report. 

A sad story has been telegraphed of the cruel re- 
venge taken by the Mahdists upon a tribe of natives 
who refused to join them in their war against the 
British and Egyptians. 

This tribe Uved on the banks of the Nile between 
Berber and Metemneh, and were a quiet and indus- 
trious people, who, not wishing to mix themselves up 
in warfare, declined to join in it. The Mahdists, in- 
furiated at their refusal, descended on their viUages, 
killed every male member of the tribe, burned the 
houses and destroyed the projyerty of the offenders, 
and carried their women off into slavery. 

The British were horrified when they heard of these 
dreadful deeds, and vow to take a summary vengeance 
on the cruel Mahdists when they catch them. 

It seems, however, as if they were going to have a 
good deal of difficulty in catching them. As yet they 
have not been able to come up with the enemy. 

Osman Digna, the Mahdist general, steadily re- 
treats before the British and Egyptian troops. It is 
supposed that it is his intention to draw the army as 
far as possible from its base of suppUes, and then to 
give battle, hoping to have it completely at his mercy. 
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li this is his hope, he will find himself very much 
mistaken. 

We told yon in a recent number about the railway 
that the troops were laying across the desert. With 
the aid of the iron horse — as the locomotive is often 
called — the dreaded desert can be crossed with ease, 
and the invading army can have aU the suppUes it 
needs following it wherever Osman Digna leads. 



nrTHEEE is sad news from the Philippine Islands. 

^ A cyclone and tidal wave have visited the isl- 
and of Leyte, which is one of the Philippine group, 
and have done a great deal of damage, sweeping over 
a vast tract of country and killing thousands of 
people. 

A tidal wave, or, more properly speaking, an earth- 
quake wave, is an extraordinarily high wave, sup- 
posed to be formed by the disturbance caused by an 
earthquake in the bed of the sea. 

The action of the earthquake causes the waters to 
retreat from the shores, and gather themselves into a 
mighty mass, which suddenly turns and advances 
upon the shore in one huge wave of enormous height. 
This wave sweeps on over the land until it has spent 
its force, when the waters rush back to the sea once 
more. 

The force of such a wave is so great that it destroys 
everything in its path, tearing up rocks and boulders, 
and carrying them along inland with it. 

In 174fi, when the coast of Peru was the scene of 
one of these catastrophes, a war-ship was lying at 
anchor in one of the bays. The wave came sweeping 
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down upon it, lifted it up on its crest and bore it sev- 
eral miles inland, depositing it on the side of a hill. 

The island of Lejte, which has just been visited by 
one of these terrible waves, is one of the smallest of 
the Philippine group. Its trade was carried on with 
Manila, on the island of Luzon, where the rebellion 
is raging. It was a thriving little island, and boasted 
of several busy towns, all of which have been com- 
pletely ruined and in part swept away by the earth- 
quake wave. 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

AT the present time Africa seems to be the storm- 
centre for all the warring foreign powers. 

It has long been the policy of the various European 
rulers to conquer and hold portions of the lesser 
known quarters of the globe, and plant colonies there 
to employ their surplus x>opulation, and to increase 
their trade and importance. 

The West Indies, the East Indies, and Australasia 
have all been settled in this way. Africa was the last 
country to excite the ambition of Europe, but its turn 
has come, and it is now being forced to yield up its 
secrets to the explorer and its riches to the trader. 

Sixty years ago the map of Africa was almost a 
blank. Egypt and Morocco were marked out at the 
north and east. Cape Colony at the extreme south, 
and here and there a little outline of territory on the 
gold coast. All the rest was vaguely marked as Sa- 
hara or the Great Desert and the Soudan. 

To-day the English, the French, the Germans, the 
Italians, the Dutch, the Belgians, and the Spanish 
have all planted colonies on it, and the map of Africa 
looks as business-like as the map of Eurox)e. 
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It is not to be 8upxx)Bed that these various nations 
have taken their slices of Africa without much con- 
tention and disagreement. We have told you about 
the troubles with the Boers in the TransvaEd, and of 
Germany's determination to stop the British advance 
in that direction. 

We have also mentioned the check given by Menelik 
of Abyssinia to the Italians, and of the fight of the 
Mahdists to keep the Soudan out of the hands of 
Ugypt and England. 

Fresh trouble is now arising between the English 
and the French. 

You must not get the idea that the English are 
doing dreadful things in Africa, because they are 
concerned in most of the troubles that are disturbing 
the "Dark Continent." 

The fact of the matter is simply that England and 
France are the largest landholders in Africa, and are 
therefore interested in most of the quarrels. The 
British colonies are also much more scattered than 
the x>ossessions of any of the other powers, and con- 
sequently England has more neighbors to dispute 
with than the others, and from this fact appears to 
be more quarrelsome than she really is. 

The present trouble between France and Great Brit- 
ain concerns the boundary line between the posses- 
sions of the two countries in Western Africa. 

This line has been in dispute for nearly thirty 
years, and has been the subject of four treaties in ten 
years. 

One of these agreements laid out the northern 
boundary line of the British possessions on the west 
coast, the Niger territory as it is called, but it failed 
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to ooine to SDT deoded inideflsteBdiQg aboot ll» 
em boundary. 

Yon must nndeistuid ihak tibase tncts of Inod 
which have been taken xMnaeaBion of br tin £aro- 
pean xx>wei8 are not br any means deserted or un- 
inhabited hmds. On the oontrair, man j of than 
teem with people, and these lands on the west of 
Africa are especially popnlons. Yon mnst bear in 
mind that the extensiye slsTe trade which existed for 
so many years was carded on with the west coast of 
Africa. 

Many of these black people are intelligent races of 
men, and aU are divided into tribes and kingdoms 
gOTemed by mlers and kings. 

To obtain x>os8ession of these lands, it has been 
necessary for the different nations of Enrope to fight, 
or make treaties with numberless small native rnlera 
and kings. The Europeans have seized the ooimtry 
belonging to these people, but have allowed the kings 
and rulers to retain their positions, provided they 
paid tribute and performed certain services for their 
conquerors. You remember about the King of Benin. 
He was one of these tributary kings, and his country 
lay in this very Niger territory about which we are 
now speaking. 

When the French wished to define the northern 
boundary line between their possessions and those of 
the English, it was quite easy to do so, because they 
had already made treaties with the rulers of the vari- 
ous provinces and their rights in the country were 
established. 

With the western side it was not so easy, for there 
wero two great stumbling-blocks in the way. One 



1498 XTbe Otcat 1Roun& WovVb 

was the kingdom of Gando, the other the territory of 
the Borgus. 

You will find Gkindo marked on your maps on the 
west of the Niger territory. Borgu, or Bussang, lies 
just below it, and forms the northern boundary of 
Dahomey. 

Borgu and Gando had opposed the advance of 
both France and England, the Borgus being an espe- 
ciaUy fierce and warlike tribe who refused to be con- 
ciliated. 

After a while the British succeeded in settling their 
differences with the King of Gando, but i;>Oi^;u was 
stiU in doubt. 

In 1894 it came to the knowledge of the English 
that a French expedition had been sent out to make 
treaties with the Borgus. 

Immediately the news reached them the Niger Com- 
pany sent out an English expedition to Nikki, the 
capital of Borgu, to try and get the treaty ahead of 
France. 

Fortune favored the English. Their party arrived 
three weeks ahead of the French, and the treaty had 
been made and all the arrangements concluded before 
the French expedition made its appearance. 

The French were of course angry that they had 
been outwitted, and have ever since declared that the 
treaties made by the English were of no value what- 
ever, and that France would not respect them until 
they had been sent by the British Government to the 
French for approvali 

Bad feeling has existed on this point ever since, 
and it now seems about to break out into an open 
quarreL 
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The French complain that the British Niger Oom- 
pany, which roles over the affairs of this colony, is 
sending ofScers over into the Borgu territory to in- 
cite the natives to rebellion. 

This land France declares to be under her protec- 
torate, because she refuses to recognize the English 
treaty. 

The English say that the French have no rights 
whatever in Borgu, and that if they behave them- 
selves sensibly there will be no trouble, but if they 
trespass on lands that are under the influence of 
England by right of treaty, they will have to be 
taught a lesson. 

In the mean while a commission has been appointed 

to settle the question, and is now about to meet in 

Paris. 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

THE prosi)ect of a bad strike on the Oroton Valley 
reservoir has just been averted. 

This strike appeared to be of such a threatening 
nature that the works were guarded by sheriffs, and 
the militia were called out to protect the property. 

The work which is being done is the building of an 
enormous wall which is to act as a dam, and collect 
the waters of the Oroton and its tributaries into one 
monster reservoir, for the supply of New York city. 

The work has been in progress for five years, and 
it promises to be another four before it is accom- 
plished. 

The majority of the workmen employed are Ital- 
ians, many of whom have bought little plots of land 
and built homes for themselves near their work. 

Nearly five hundred workmen are employed, and 
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for the convenience of these men and their families 
the company put up a large general store where they 
could get their provisions; and a boarding-house for 
the single men. Both of these were leased to an Ital- 
ian named Joseph Bico. 

It was an understood thing that the company should 
protect Bico from loss, and agreed between the mas- 
ters and the men that any bills owing at Bico's store 
should be deducted from their wages. 

All went well for Bico. He charged enormous 
prices for everything he sold, and there being no 
other store, the people were obliged to buy from him. 

A short while ago the company put up a large ad- 
dition to Bico's boarding-house, large enough to ac- 
commodate two hundred men. 

When it was nearly finished word was passed round 
among the men that those who wished to keep their 
job must move into Bico's new boarding-house, no 
matter whether they had to give up their own little 
homes to do so. It was said that Bico would get the 
men discharged if they did not board with him, and 
would engage others in their place, as he meant to 
have his house filled. 

This was more than the men would stand. They 
determined to go on strike, and, leaving their work, 
made riotous demonstrations, threatening to bum 
Bico's house about his ears if he did not leave the 
place at once. Thinking that the contractors were in 
league with Bico, they threatened aU sorts of damage 
to the works if any further attempt was made to inter- 
fere with their right to live where they pleased. 

So fierce were the men that they hurled rocks down 
into the pit that had been dug for the foundations of 
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the wall, and began to fill up the hole that had taken 
so much time and money to make. Then the soldiers 
were sent for. 

When matters had arrived at this stage the Italian 
consul-general in New York determined to go to Cro- 
ton Landing and see if he could not arrange matters. 

On his arrival he called his countrymen together 
and learned their grievances. As soon as he had 
throughly posted himself on the subject he went off 
to the contractors, and had a long interview with 
them. 

They on their side stated that they had built the 
house because they thought it would be pleasanter 
for the men to live nearer their work, but they denied 
having given orders that the men must live in it. 

On hearing this the consul went back to the strikers 
and soon returned with about thirty of the leaders. 
These men talked matters over with the contractors, 
and on learning that for the future they could buy 
their food where they pleased and live where they 
pleased, the men decided to go back to work, the 
contractors promising not to discharge any of them 
so long as they did their duty faithfully and well. 

The Italians were very grateful to their consul for 
the work he had done, and in a short while the sol- 
diers were told that they were not wanted, the sheriffs 
sent home, and peace once more reigned in Croton 
Landing. 

4 4 4 4 i| 4 

TECEiKE seems a possibility of the engineers' 
strike being brought to a close. 
The employers have agreed to meet the representa- 
tives of the strikers and talk matters over with them, 
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provided fhey will promise that the subject of the 
eight-hour working day shall not be brought into the 
discussion. 

As this was one of the great objects of the strike, it 
seemed at first as if it would be imx)ossible for the 
masters and men to come to an understanding. 

It has been reported, however, that the strikers 
have agreed to withdraw their demand for an eight- 
hour day and that the meeting will take place. 

One of the great societies of engineers is, however, 
holding out for the eight-hour day, and as this soci- 
ety includes the master-workmen of the trade, the 
end of the strike may still be far off. 



WHI I iFi we are on the subject of strikes it may in- 
terest you to hear of a decision that has just 
been given in a lawsuit between a kborer and a kbor 
union* 

The workingman, who was an engineer, did not 
belong to any union, and did not wish to join one. 
The union, however, wished him to become one of its 
members, and great efforts were made to induce him 
to join. The man, however, remained firm. 

When the union found that he was really determined 
not to join, it began to persecute him, and sending its 
walking delegates to follow him wherever he obtained 
employment, threatened his master to call all the rest 
of his workmen out on strike if the offending en- 
gineer was not discharged. 

This happened time after time; all of his employ- 
ers declared that he was a competent workman, and 
that they were very sorry to discharge him, but they 
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dared not take the risk of a strike and so were obliged 
to let him go. 

In 1896 this man tried to join the onion bat they 
refused to have him, though at the same time they 
continued to persecute him so that he could not ob- 
tain work anywhere. Then he sued the Labor Union 
for damages. 

The judge before whom the case was brought gave 
a decision in the workingman's favor, declaring that 
if labor unions were allowed to do any such wicked 
things as this, no laborer who was not a union man 
could be able to earn his living. 



PREPARA.TIONS are being made in Honolulu for 
the reception of the Princess Kalulani. 

It is whispered that, in case the annexation treaiy 
should be rejected by the Senate, Kaiulani wants to 
be on hand to seize the throne. 

It would appear that the Hawaiians who wish to 
see a monarch once more on the throne of the Sand- 
wich Islands are not agreed as to which queen they 
wish to serve under. There is a strong pariy for 
Kaiulani and another equally strong for Liliuokalani. 
Congress, however, meets in December, and it is 
rumored that the Hawaiian treaty will be one of 
the first things the Senate will consider. The rival 
queens will therefore not have so very long to wait 
before they will know whether there will be any 
throne left for them to fight for. 
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INVENTION AND DISCOVERY. 

PLO STICK.— Out boja should be interested in 
this inreotioD, as it soggesfs many ideas for the 
improvement of other sporting goods. 

While the inventor has called his idea a polo stiok, 
it is in fact in the glove that the novelty lies. 



This is made of stroog leather, and in the palm a 
metal plate or lock is fixed. 
The glove fastens at the wrist with a strong battcm. 
The polo stick, instead of being grasped aronnd 
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the stock, ia held by a metal handle, in the cenlare of 
which is a hasp fitting the lock in the palm of the 
glove. The polo stick is thns firmly locked to the 
hand and practically becomes a part of the user's 
arm. 

So strong is the look that the stick must be splin- 
tered before it will give way. 

For polo such s device is invaluable, for dropping 
one's stick means dismounting and losing much valu- 
able time; bnt a simple locking device wonld be of 
great assistance in all games that require the stick, 
bat, or cinb to be held with especial firmness. 

CPBING OAStEB.— This is a very novel idea, and 
^ one which is likely to become very popular if it 
is found to be practical. 

Between the roller of the caster and the plate which 
attaches it to the chair-leg, 
a strong spiral spring is 
inserted. The chair thns 
supported adapts itself to 
every movement of the sitter, 
and gives ease and com- 
fort that no firmly fixed seat 
can do. 

For writers these springs 
are particularly delightful, 
as the forward movement 
of the body brings the seat 
forward with it, and the 
writer can have the com- 
fort of resting his back at the e^me time that he is at 
a convenient angle for his work. Q, H. B. 
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LETTERS FROM OUR YOUNG FRIENDS. 

TVTE have received two very interesting letters, one 
W from E. J. K., 461 West 43d Street, and one 
from 0. H. K., 504 West 44th Street. We thank 
these friends for their kind letters, but are unable to 
print them at length. 

To the Editor. 

Deab Sib : — In your article m No. 51, on the forest 
fires and drought following a very wet season^ and re- 
markmg that we should have such extremes, is it not 
due — our irregularity of climate — to our careless devastat- 
ing of whole portions of the country of trees? Many 
claim so. We are in sore need of national or state 
foresters. [Signed] Inquireb. 

Deab Ij^quibeb: 

While vegetation has something to do with the cli- 
mate, the sudden changes to which we are subject are 
due to the configuration of the land. The Bocky 
Mountains and the Appalachian Bange rising at 
either edge of the continent form the immense valley 
through which the Mississippi takes its course; and 
these two factors of the high mountains and the broad 
plains have the greatest influence on the climate. 

Our immense length of seaboard and the proximity 
of the Ghilf Stream are also agents for engendering our 
variable climate. 

Trees protect moisture from rapid evaporation, and 
a wooded country is a blessing to its inhabitants, de- 
fending their dwellings from wind in mountainous 
districts. 
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The denadation of the forests tends to destroy the 
moistare of the atmosphere, but has little effect on 
the sndden transitions from heat to cold. 

Editob. 

Mb. William B. Habison. 

Dbar Sib : — Thank you very much for the box-kite. 
It arrived the day before yesterday, and works admi- 
rably. Truly yours, 

Elkakob H. 
Deab Eleakob: 

We are glad you like the kite, and that it flies well. 

We witnessed a very funny attempt to fly one of 
our kites lately. It took the small owner of the kite, 
his mamma, papa, and two friends to make the effort, 
and even then failed, notwithstanding that the papa 
and the friend climbed the fence at the risk of their 
necks in their endeavor to reach the breeze. 

On serious reflection we decided that the kite did 
not fly because there was no breeze to fly it with, and 
therefore we recommend all our young friends to wait 
for the breeze before they endeavor to fly their kites. 

Editob. 




M)RLD 

AND WHAT IS GOING ON IN IT. 
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THE mayor of the city of Greater New York is 
Judge Robert A. Van Wyck. 

New York city has jnst been passing through the 
most exciting election that has fallen to her lot since 
she became a city. 

This being the first election since the passing of the 
charter which made New York the second largest city 
in the world, each poUtical party has been trying to 
get a man in for mayor who represented its own es- 
pecial way of thinking. 

You will remember our telling you about the pass- 
ing of the charter last spring, and remarking that the 
man who would be made mayor of this great city 
would have to rule over nearly three and a half mil- 
lions of people. He will also have to appoint officers 
of the government whose salaries will amount to five 
hundred thousand dollars a year, and to control New 
York's yearly income, which will amount to more 
than sixty millions of the people's money. 

On January 1st, 1898, Greater New York will em- 
brace Staten Island, the whole of Brooklyn as far 
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down the Bay as Bockaway Beach, extend as far north 
as Yonkers, and stretch across the country to the 
Sound, which it will cross to take in Queens County 
on Long Island. 

In the recent election one of the principal candidates 
for the mayoralty was Mr. Seth Low, the president of 
Columbia University, who was mayor of the city of 
Brooklyn in 1881, and was re-elected to the same 
office in 1883. Besides Mr. Low there were Cen. 
Benjamin F. Tracy, who was Secretary of the Navy 
under President Harrison in 1889, Robert A. Van 
Wyck, chief judge of the city court, and Mr. Henry 
George. 

The contest was a very lively one, and each man 
who thus offered his services to his city had to en- 
dure a severe course of the abuse which it is the fash- 
ion nowadays to heap on any man who puts himself 
before the public gaze. 

Accusations have been brought by each party 
against the others, until, to the unprejudiced out- 
sider, it has seemed as if none of the candidat3s 
selected was fit to hold office at all. 

Judge Van Wyck and General Tracy have been ac- 
cused of being so much under the rule of their party 
leaders that they could not possibly give New York 
honest government. Mr. Seth Low has been declared 
to be such an autocrat that he would rule the city 
according to his own ideas, were they good or bad. 
Mr. George was called a visionary x>erson, who would 
turn the world upside down if ever he came into 
power. These were, of course, the opinions of the 
candidates' enemies. To their friends each of them 
was felt to be the one man for whom the city had 
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been waiting, and whose election would insure the 
best possible government at the lowest possible cost 
to the people. 

You may judge for yourselves that all these opin- 
ions could not possibly be true; and that therefore 
the candidates, as well as their parties, must have 
had their good sides and their bad sides. We can 
only hope that Judge Van Wyck, who was elected to 
the position by a very large majority, may prove to 
be the best man for the place. 

A very sad and painful turn was given to the elec- 
tion by the sudden death of Mr. Henry George, one 
of the candidates. 

Mr. George was a man who had made a world-wide 
reputation for himself as the originator of the Single- 
Tax system. 

The Single Tax is rather a hard matter for you to 
understand. 

In brief, it was Mr. George's belief that poverty 
could be done away with, and every man placed in a 
position where he could earn a comfortable income, 
by abolishing all taxes upon industry and the prod- 
ucts of industry, and substituting one single tax on 
land. The land-owners would then be the only per- 
sons taxed, and, according to Mr. George's theory, 
the land tax would be so heavy that it would prevent 
the men who do not want to use the land from keep- 
ing it out of the hands of the many who would like 
to have it for homes or raising crops. There being 
no longer any other taxes, the cost of living would be 
greatly lessened, and every man would be able to earn 
enough to support his family in comfort— and poverty 
would be at an end. 



15)2 (Tbe (^teat Homtb WiotVb 

It is claiined for Mr. George's theory thai no one 
has been able to find an argument which disproves it; 
but at the same time it has not yet been proved by 
practical use, and to many people it seems only a 
wonderful idea which can never be brought into work- 
ing order. 

Be that as it may, Henry George was one of the 
really great men of our century ; and while the trou- 
bles between labor and capital exist, he can never be 
forgotten. 

Mr. George did not go into the campaign from any 
desire of x)ersonal gain or profit. He felt that it was 
a critical momeut in the history of the city, and he 
ran for the mayoralty of Greater New York because 
he thought he was needed by the people whom he so 
greatly loved. 

The cause of the people was ever nearest his heart, 
and to benefit them he willingly gave up the comfort 
of his quiet home, and the labor in which he found 
his greatest pleasure, the writing of a book on the 
" Science of Political Economy," which he had hoped 
would prove a greater work than his famous " Prog- 
ress and Poverty." 

Mr. George was not, however, strong enough to 
stand the strain and worry of a poUtical campaign. 
His health gave way under it. 

The night before his death he overtaxed his strengfli 
by speaking in several different places, making sev- 
eral tiring speeches on the same evening, and hurry- 
ing from one meeting to be in time for the next. 
Worn out by the burdens which he was not strong 
enough to bear, he passed away in his sleep, stricken 
with apoplexy. 
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Bioh and poor alike motim the loss of this great 
man. On the Sunday after his death his body lay in 
state in New York that the people whom he had loved 
so well might bid good-by to their friend. For 
hours they passed by his bier; rich and poor, young 
and old followed each other in the long line. 

At the funeral services which were held later, many 
ministers of different secte and religions combined 
in the praise of the great and good man who had 
passed away in the act of doing his duty. 



^TTBE establishing of Home Bule in Cuba does not 
-L seem as near as the Spaniards would have us 
beUeve. An official who understands the ins and oute 
of Spanish policy declares that it will be fully a year 
before the proposed reforms can be put into working 
order. 

At the present moment there is a general election 
taking place in Spain, and until this is settled noth- 
ing will be done in regard to Cuban reforms. 

As soon as the elections are over, the Colonial 
Minister will prepare the bill which will give Home 
Bule to Cuba. The bill will then be sent to the 
Cortes, where it must be discussed by both the 
Upper and Lower Houses before it can become a 
law. It may take many months before the members 
can agree on such an important measure as this 
will be. 

When it has finally passed the Cortes, it must be 
sent to the Queen, who will look it over at her leis- 
ure, and sign it if she thinks fit. 

Even after her signature is affixed the Cortes has 
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the power to lay the measure aside and prevent its 
ever becoming a law. 

It is therefore hinted in Cnba that the offers of re- 
form may after all mean nothing but an endeavor to 
gain time, and prevent the United States from going 
to the assistance of Onba. 

The reforms offered are not at all acceptable to 
Cubans, because they find that they will be expected 
to pay the whole of the debt caused by the war, which 
now amounts to nearly six hundred million dollars. 
Furthermore, the captain-general who will rule over 
the island as governor will have the right to veto 
every act of the legislature. The Cubans therefore 
feel that the Home Bule offered is not a genuine re- 
form which will bring them relief from the abuses 
from which they rebelled against Spain, but a sort of 
game, invented to keep them good tempered, which 
is as unlike real Home Bule as playing with a doll 
is unlike nursing a real baby. 

It is stated that the Cuban people in the field and 
in the cities do not believe in the offered Home Bule, 
and are determined not to accept it. 

A proclamation to that effect has come from Cuba. 
It is signed by Calixto Garcia, Maximo Gomez, and 
Domingo Mendez Capote, — which, by the way, looks 
as if the report was true that Garcia had been elected 
commander-in-chief of the army, Gbmez^ minister of 
war, and Capote, president of Cuba; else why should 
they sign the proclamation, which is an official docu- 
ment? 

General Gomez has also issued another statement 
in which he says that the change in the Spanish 
Government will not affect the Cuban plans in the 
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feast. The Cubans, he says, are fighting for liberty, 
and liberty they will have. They scornfully refuse 
the Spanish offers of Home Bule, believing them to 
be insincere and misleading. 

Gomez further declares that the army has been 
making great preparations for the coming winter 
campaign, and expects to show the mother-country, 
by force of arms, that Cuba will have nothing from 
her but freedom. 



GENEBAL Weyler has left Cuba, and General Ra- 
mon Blanco has taken command in his place. 

The demonstrations so much feared by the Ameri- 
cans and Cubans in Havana occurred in spite of all 
the efforts to prevent them, but, happily such excel- 
lent precautions were taken that no rioting ensued. 

There were a few cries of " Death to the Americans, " 
but a strong guard had been placed over our consu- 
late, and so no attack was made on it. 

A report was circulated that the American cruiser 
Montgomery was outside the harbor, and so the Amer- 
icans were not interfered with. They wisely kept 
within doors during the whole day, and everything 
passed off peaceably. 

The city itself went wild over its beloved General. 
The stores were closed, the streets decorated, rockets 
were fired, and immense crowds gathered round the 
palace to bid Weyler farewell. The General went 
from the palace to the wharf on foot, the crowds 
pressing round him, shaking his hand, and even kiss- 
ing him, cheering him to the echo as he embarked. 

The Government in Spain sincerely wished to pre- 
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vent the demonstration. The ministry desired to give 
the impression that Weyler had been recalled from 
Cuba because his rnle had not been satisfactory to 
Spain. The Prime Minister therefore feared that if 
the Spaniards in Cuba gathered round Weyler and 
praised his rule — which had been so bloodthirsty and 
savage, — the Cubans would be still more enraged 
against Spain, and less incUned to beUeve that she 
really meant to give them the promised reforms. 

To prevent any show of feeling, word was cabled 
from Spain that Weyler was on no account to leave 
the island until General Blanco arrived. 

Weyler must have thought this to mean that Blanco 
had orders to forbid any demonstration, and so, in 
direct defiance to the orders he had received, he de- 
cided to embark the day that Blanco was expected. 

By this means he was able to permit the demon- 
stration which was so pleasing to his vanity, and also 
to make trouble for his successor. 

The Cubans, as Spain feared, were shocked that 
the Spaniards should make an idol of their bitterest 
enemy, and immediately began to doubt the truth of 
the Home Bule stories. 

Weyler went aboard his ship in great state on Fri- 
day afternoon, but by Saturday the fickle people of 
Havana were laughing at the man whom they had 
praised and embraced the day before. 

Weyler had expected that Blanco would arrive an 
hour or two after his departure, but, unfortunately, 
soon after he had embarked he learned that Blanco's 
ship could not reach Cuba till Sunday morning, and 
as the Montserraty on which Weyler had taken pas- 
sage, had orders not to leave Havana till Blanco ar- 
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rived, the great Weyler was cooped up on board ship 
the whole of Saturday, waiting with what patience 
he might for the arrival of Oeneral Blanco. 

At about six o'clock on Sunday morning, October 
31st, Blanco reached the port of Havana. Almost 
immediately Weyler visited him on board his ship, 
turned over his command, and in the afternoon sailed 
away from the shores of the beautiful little island 
which he has laid waste and ravaged with fire and 
sword. 

Now that he has gone, the Spanish papers are be- 
ginning to condemn him and examine a little more 
closely into his accounts. 

It is jMDSsible that trouble may await him when he 
reaches Spain. 

One x>aper asks that he explain a problem in math- 
ematics which you young folks should find interest- 
ing. 

On May 18th, 1897, Gteneral Weyler announced that 
there were only 1,300 insurgents in Cuba, and that 
these were mostly unarmed. 

On September 16th, 1897, he stated that of these 
(1,300) insurgents (mostly unarmed), 1,716 had sur- 
rendered with arms in their hands, 4,619 had surren- 
dered without arms, 1,007 had been killed in Pinar 
del Bio, 536 in Havana, 430 in Matanzas, and 966 in 
Las Villas. 

Out of 1,300 insurgents, 6,335 had surrendered 
and 2,942 had been killed. 

Any one who can make these statements £^ree will 
receive a handsome prize from The Geeat Bound 
World 

4 4 4 4 4 4 
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Fis said that one of the first measnreB to be taken 
by (General Blanco will be to snppress the barbar- 
ous decree made by Weyler which drove the conntry 
people away from their homes, and forced them to 
herd and starve in the cities. 

These nnf ortonate people are now to be tamed loose 
again, and given the right to go back to their homes 
and their farms. 

This seems a very humane thing to do, but it will 
hardly bring the Spaniards the x>opularity they ex- 
pect. 

Since Weyler drove the peasants into the cities 
their lands and farms have been laid waste, their 
houses burned, their cattle stolen. They will be 
turned out of the cities x)enniless and homeless, and 
exchange the certainty of dying of hunger in the 
crowded city for the equal certainty of dying of 
hunger in the desolate wasted country. 

Added to this, it is uncertain whether General 
Blanco can induce the country folks to leave the 
cities unless he drives them out at the point of the 
bayonet. 

You probably remember our telling you that when 
first these people were forced into the cities, and be- 
gan to feel the pangs of hunger, they begged the 
authorities to give them permission to go back to 
their farms, and gather in the crops that were rotting 
in the fields, that they might have food to save them- 
selves from starving. 

You will also remember that x)ermission was given 
some of these poor fellows, and that they started out 
full of energy and hope, only to be shot down and 
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killed by the Spanish soldiers as soon as they were 
ontside the city limits. 

The country people have not forgotten this, and it 
will be hard to make them beUeve that this order to 
leave the city is intended for anything else than a 
general massacre. Blanco will find it no easy task to 
make the i)eople believe he means well by them. 

Immediately on taking charge of affairs, the new 
Captain-General issued a proclamation to the people, 
in which he said that Spain had sent him to bring 
X>eace and prosperity to Cuba, and to extend her for- 
giveness to those who were willing to seek the pro- 
tection of her flag. 

He stated that he had been ordered by the Queen 
to govern the island with kindness and generosity, 
but added that the rebellion must be brought to an 
end. He declared that while Spain would show 
mercy to all who submitted to her rule, she would 
punish with the utmost severity those who stiU re- 
mained in arms against her. 



Fthe mean while the Cubans are going right ahead. 
The important town of Bayamo, in Santiago de 
Cuba, is being besieged by the insurgents, and the 
monthly supply-train from Havana has again been 
captured by the rebels. 

The condition of the Spanish troops is something 
pitiable. 

The true state of affairs in Cuba is becoming so 
well known in Spain that the soldiers there are un- 
willing to go out to poor pay, poor food, and a cer- 
taiiity of becoming the prey of some awful pestilence. 
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Many of the soldiers who have been sent home 
have died on the voyage, and those who have reached 
Si>ain are so broken down in health that the fresh 
soldiers are afraid to go to Cuba. 

There have been several mutinies among the troox>s 
which were ordered ont with General Blanco. 

A mntinj means that the soldiers refose to obey 
the orders of their officers, and is practically a strike 
among soldiers. 

In this instance the men have refused to embark 
for Cuba. In spite of their remonstrance they have 
been forced to obey, and the ringleaders severely 
punished. 

4 4 4 4 4 « 

F seems that our chances of being drawn into a war 
with Spain have not been greatly lessened by the 
answer to General Woodford's message. 

Every one is waiting anxiously to know what the 
President will say at the opening of Congress, for it 
looks as if the time had come when we must take 
sides with Cuba. 

The former minister to Spain, Mr. Hannifl Taylor, 
has published an article in The North American JSe- 
view, in which he gives it as his opinion that as Spain 
seems unable to put an end to the war, it is our duty 
to interfere, and tell the Spaniards that the war must 
cease by a certain date or we will have to take a hand 
and put an end to it ourselves. 

This article has stirred up a great deal of feeling^ 
and we shall probably hear more of it. 

In the mean while Spain has sent a note to the vari- 
ous x>owers, asking what they would be prepared to 
do if she should declare war on the United States. 



- -1 
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It is said that the European governments have 
given Spain to understand that if such an event ooours 
she will receive nothing stronger than diplomatic sup- 
port from them. 



THE cruiser Montgomery and the gunboat Armap- 
olia have been sent in search of the Silver Heels, 
but have returned to port without finding any traces 
of her. 

The number of patrol vessels on our coasts has 
been doubled, and every possible precaution is being 
taken to prevent another affair of the kind; but, in 
the mean while, the filibuster has got safely away. 

Cuban filibustering has, however, received a severe 
blow from England. 

Information was received by the magistrate of An- 
dros Island that the Cubans had established a depot 
on one of the Bahamas Islands, of which Andros is 
the largest. 

These islands lie on the north and east of Cuba, and 
are a large group of coral islands, which are formed 
by those great coral reefs which are known as the 
Bahama Banks. Twenty of them are uninhabited, 
and many of them are mere reefe or keys. 

These islands are very interesting from the fact 
that they have all been built by the coral insects. 
Each of these tiny creatures gathers lime from the 
water in which it lives or the food which it eats, and 
develops from this a skeleton, which is the coral. 
They live in masses or colonies, and throw out buds 
above them which form fresh coral insects. 

These buds immediately set to work iwd gather 
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lime to baild up their own skeletons. In time the 
old coral insects below die, leaving behind them the 
hard limestone frame which they have bnilt. The 
younger coral above lives on, sending forth buds 
which in turn do their share of the building, and in 
time, — in countless ages of time, — reefs and islands 
rise out of the mighty depths of the sea, built 
by the untiring energy of these marvellous little in- 
sects. 

This rock building is still going on in the Bahama 
group, and some geologists think that in ages to come 
the coral insects which are at work on the Bahamas 
and those that are so busy on the Florida reefs will 
build up a vast country where it is now sea, and that 
ages and ages hence the Florida Keys, the Bahamas, 
and perhaps even the West Indian Islands may be a 
part ol the main land. While this is only a theory, it 
should be interesting to you in making you realize 
that the building of the world is going on now, from 
day to day, as steadily as it did in the days when the 
bed of the Niagara Biver was carved out, and the 
wonders of the Yellowstone Park were being created 
by the gradual working of the waters. The forces of 
nature are building up and destroying to-day just as 
steadily as when the world first began. 

But to return to the Bahamas. It was learned that 
the Cubans had taken possession of one of these un- 
inhabited islands, and had made it their headquarters 
for receiving suppUes from the filibustering expedi- 
tions. These supplies they would carry to Cuba 
when opportunity offered. 

No sooner did the English learn this than a gun- 
boat was sent to the island. 
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A large snpply of arms and ammunition and a 
number of Cubans were captured. 

The loss will be keenly felt by the Cubans because 
this depot was also used as a means of communica- 
tion with friends in New York, and many of them 
escaped to America by this route. 

It is not known what wiU be done with the prison- 
ers taken. At present they are being held in quaran- 
tine for fear of yellow fever. 

4 4 «l 4 4 4 

THE British in India are advancing into the heart 
of the Afridis territory, and are now within 
thirteen miles of the Afghan frontier. 

They have gained another victory over the tribes- 
men, and have secured from them two important 
mountain passes. 

The hillsmen are fleeing before the British advance, 
and representatives of the Afridi and Orakzai tribes 
have sought the Ameer of Afghanistan and asked him 
to help them. 

The Ameer has therefore sent word to the English 
agent at Kabul that the tribes are full of repentance 
and alarm, and have begged him to tell the British 
Government for them how truly sorry they are for 
their misconduct, and to ask on what terms they can 
be pardoned. 

The Ameer writes on his own account that he is 
trying to arrest the Haddah Mullah, the mad priest 
who stirred up all the trouble, and he promises that 
if he can only succeed in finding him, he will exile 
him from Afghanistan. 

It is not certain that the British are at liberty to 
make terms with the Afridis. 
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With savage and semi-savage x)eople it is always 
necessary to keep strictly to your word, else they lose 
respect, and are apt to think that their adversaries 
are not powerful enough to do what they have threat- 
ened to do. The quality of mercy enters very little 
into their calculations. To threaten to do a thing, and 
then not to do it when it comes to the point, does not 
mean to them that their adversary is kind and good, 
but that he is weak and foolish. 

The situation is this : 

When Sir William Lockhart took command of the 
force which was sent out to punish the Afridis, he 
issued a prochunation ordering the tribesmen to sub- 
mit immediately, stating that he would severely pun- 
ish any attempt to oppose the advance of his army. 

Now the Afridis have opposed his advance, and 
opposed it very severely, and they have not submitted 
to him. 

It is a question whether he will not be obliged to 
disregard the Ameer's request for peace, and punish 
the Afridis, so that they may show more respect for 
the British rule iu the future. 

The complaint of the Government against the Afri- 
dis is so serious that they ought not to be allowed to 
escape without a severe lesson. 

Wishing to live at peace with this tribe, England 
made an agreement some time ago with them whereby 
some of the British forts in the hill country were put 
under the care of the Afridis. Money was paid to 
the tribe, and arms given out to the men, so that 
they might be strong enough to protect the British 
interests. 

In defiance of this agreement the Afridis broke 
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their alliance with the English, and attacked and de- 
stroyed forts which they had agreed to gnard. 

The present indications are that the war in India 
will soon be over. 

It is said that this will not pnt an end to England's 
troubles in Hindustan, as the expense of the war, 
combined with the money spent to stamp out the 
plague, has so exhausted the treasury of India that 
funds will have to be supplied very soon to keep the 
country going. 

The council of India is considering the best means 
to raise the money needed. 



THE Sultan of Turkey has once more been heard 
from on the subject of Crete. 
This time he is objecting to the commissioner ap- 
pointed by the Powers to take charge of Cretan affairs. 
It is said that the German Government is in sym- 
pathy with the Sultan in this matter, and has also 
signified its disapproval of the commissioner. 

The uneasy feeling in regard to Turkey is increas- 
ing, and trouble is expected before the winter is over. 



THE news of Andree brought by the whalers turns 
out to be somewhat indefinite. 
They say that they sighted an object which they 
are quite sure was the great balloon. 

They state further that they heard strange cries 
coming across the ice-fields, which sounded to them 
like human voices, and they believe that Andree and 
his parly are stranded somewhere on an ice-floe. 



1 
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Captain Sverdrnp, who commanded the Fram^ in 
which Dr. Nansen made his famous Arctic voyage, 
says that it is his belief that the sounds heard were 
made by birds or else by the packing of the ice. 

In the hope that Andree may still be alive, a relief 
expedition has started off from the northern coast of 
Norway in search of the adventurer and his com- 
panions. 

There is a very interesting article in this month's 
Scr^mer'a Magazine, which tells about the starting of 
the balloon. You should read it. 



^TTHE fur seal conference has been in session in ] 

* Washington for nearly two weeks. | 

England's representative, of course, was not present. j 

You will remember that after several refusals and ac- 
ceptances she finally decided to meet the United States 
in a conference to be held separately from the one 
which is now taking place. 

Bussia and Japan are well represented in this con- 
ference. Out of compliment to Mr. Foster, of the 
United States, who travelled to England, Bussia, and 
Japan to obtain the consent of these various countries 
to the meeting, the attending delegates made him 
chairman of the conference. 

The result of the discussions so far has been most 
gratifying to this country. 

The Bussian and Japanese commissioners are as 
fully convinced that the seal herd is decreasing as 
the Americans are, and all three countries have come 
to an agreement on the matter. 

It has been decided to draw up a treaty between 
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the three countries mentioned, whereby each agrees 
to prevent her own hunters and those of other nations 
from indulging in deep-sea seaUng. 

As soon as this document is fully prepared the con- 
ference will adjourn. 

The result of the forthcoming British conference is 
awaited with considerable interest. 

It is openly stated that there would be no trouble 
at all with England if it were not for the interference 
of Canada and the determination of the mother coun- 
try to bow to the wishes of her colony. 

It is indeed reported that Lord Salisbury has at 
last been convinced that the seals are diminishing. 

Last week he sent for several of the leading fur 
merchants in Xiondon, and asked them to tell him the 
true state of the case. 

According to the accounts that have reached us, 
one and all of thcFe men assured him that the reports 
of Dr. Jordan were strictly correct, and that beyond 
any doubt the seals were being killed off. 

Even then the Prime Minister doubted, and think- 
ing that the merchants might be in league with the 
Americans, he asked suspiciously : 

** If this is true, how is it that the price of sealskin 
is no higher now than it was when the supply of seals 
was abundant?" 

It was not till he had been convinced that sealskin 
was no longer the fashionable fur, and that astrakhan 
had largely taken its place, that he was willing to be- 
lieve them. 

It is reported that Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the Premier 
of Canada, is coming here to be present at the next 
conference, 
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It is to be ]iox)ed that Lord Salisbnry's eyes may 
now be opened to the true state of the case, and that 
he may be able to convince Sir Wilfrid that common 
sense demands that England and Canada shall make 
a similar agreement with us to that which is just 
being prepared with Bussia and Japan. 



nrTHE engineers' strike in England has not yet 
^ come to an end. 

A special cablegram reports that the situation is 
unchanged. The Society of Engineers insists on the 
eight-hour day, and the masters refuse to discuss the 
subject until this point has been abandoned. 

The chances of reaching an understanding are more 
remote than ever. 

In the mean while there is trouble in the cotton 
trade. 

The state of the cotton market is such that the 
manufacturers can no longer pay the wages they have 
been paying, and they have had to give notice to their 
hands that they must either close their mills or re- 
duce wages. 

At first it was decided that ten per cent, must be 
taken off the pay of the workers. 

The trades unions discussed the matter with the 
employers, and refused to listen to such a reduction 
of wages. 

The masters then declared that they could not con- 
tinue to pay the present rate, as they would be losing 
money. They finally decided to give their workers a 
month's notice that they were going to reduce their 
wages five per centt 
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Every one is anxionsly waiting to see what the fac- 
tory hands will do at the end of the month. 

It is hoped that the time that will intervene before 
the reduction takes place will give them an oppor- 
tunity to think matters over, and so avoid a strike. 

Should the cotton-workers decide to strike, two 
hundred thousand operatives may be thrown out of 
work. 

The manufacture of cotton goods is one of the 
greatest of the English industries. 

Over a miUion men, women, and children are em- 
ployed in Great Britain and Ireland, and nearly five 
million people are dependent for thei; daily bread on 
the wages earned in the factories. 

The centre of this great industry is the city of 
Manchester. Here the greatest number of factories 
are built, and all matters concerning the cotton mar- 
ket are discussed and settled. Manchester — dirty, 
smoky Manchester, with its forest of tall chimneys 
pouring forth volumes of black, sulphurous smoke, 
holds the fate of the cotton trade in its hands. 

It is quite a sight to see the Manchester factory 
hands rushing out of the mills, hundreds strong, at 
the noon hour. 

Our own factory hands are, as you well know, neat, 
tidy, and well dressed girls. As soon as they turn 
oflf from the stream of their fellow-workers, as they 
leave the mills, it is hardly possible to tell whether 
they are factory girls, shop girls, servants, or young 
ladies. 

The English mill girls are quite different. 

They have a distinct dress which points out their 
occupation wherever they may be. 
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To begin with, they never by any chance wear hats. 
Winter and summer they go bareheaded. 

They one and all wear short skirts which reach to 
the tops of their boots; these skirts are always made 
of cotton goods, and their boots are thick, clumpy, 
laced affairs, heavier than those worn by the work- 
men in this country — very often they have wooden 
soles. As you may imagine, the appearance of these 
girls' feet is something appalling. 

The factory girl's costume is completed by an 
apron and a small square shawl of bright plaid, 
which is worn over the shoulders, or shifted to cover 
the head in wet weather. 

They are picturesque-looking women, but the ma- 
jority of them are so big and brawny and their man- 
ners are so rough that you would rather trust your- 
self to the mercies of a mad bull than to a crowd of 
angry factory girls. 

On one occasion in Manchester, the agent of a pat- 
ent washing-machine, wishing to advertise his goods, 
stationed himself outside one of the mill gates, and 
offered to wash the girls' greasy, oily aprons as they 
came out from work at noon. 

Some of the girls took their aprons off, and a large 
crowd gathered round the machine to see what was 
going to be done. 

The man put the garments into the machine, turned 
the crank, and in a minute the black and dirt were all 
out of the aprons. 

The girls were highly pleased. 

They signified their approval as the man wrung 
out the suds with his machine, and watched him with 
great interest as he carefully folded each apron, and 
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then put them through a couple of rollers which were 
attached to the machine and intended to act as a 
mangle. 

Clean, smooth, and neatly pressed, he handed each 
apron back to its owner and waited for their thanks. 
The whole business had not taken more than five 
minutes, and he expected to do a thriving trade in 
washing-machines on the spot. 

He was disappointed. 

No sooner did the girls get back their aprons than 
the trouble began. 

In their ignorance they had expected that the gar- 
ments would be returned to them dry as well as clean, 
and when they found that they were wringing wet and 
could not be used again for several hours, their rage 
knew no boimds. 

They beat the man, tore his clothes, broke his ma- 
chine, and ill-treated him until the men and boys 
from the mill, who had been watching the riot with 
laughter, thought it was time to interfere, and rescued 
the agent from the angry women. 

There is nothing gentle or feminine about the Eng- 
lish factory girl. 



THE Sultan of Turkey has sent a demand to the 
powers that the ten thousand rifles seized on 
board a Greek ship shall be turned over to him. 
These arms were taken during the early part of the 
blockade of Crete, and have been held by the powers. 
Abdul Hamid has also issued a protest against the 
trial of a number of his subjects in the courts of Crete. 
He demands that they shall be sent over to Turkish 
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courts and tried by Turkish judges instead of by the 
representatives of the powers. 

He seems to be beginning his interference in Cre- 
tan matters. 



A TELEGRAM from Christiania, Norway, states 
that news of Professor Andree has just been 
brought from Spitzbergen. 

The nature of the news is not given, but it has been 
brought by the crew of a ship which was wrecked in 
the Arctic Seas, and who have just made their way 
to Spitzbergen. 

Spitzbergen is one of a group of islands in the Arc- 
tic Ocean to the north of Sweden, and east of Green- 
land. 

We may probably soon learn the fate of Andree 
and his brave followers. 

G. H. BOSENFELD. 



PRIZE CONTEST* 

THESE were so many competitors in the prize 
contest recently closed that it was impossible 
to decide who were the winners in time to announce 
their names in last week's pax)er. The quotation was, 
"The Pen is Mightier than the Sword," and Miss H. 
K. Peck, Crown Street, Meriden, Conn., won the 
first prize, and Miss E. DuBois, Greenwich, Conn., 
the second. 

Watch for the new contest^ which will begin in an 
early number. 
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LETTEEiS FROM OUR YOUNG FRIENDS. 

Deak Mb. Habison: 

I have taken great interest in The Great Bound 
WoBLD. When I was away this summer I showed your 
paper to a great many people, and they thought it was 
very nice, and they thought they would subscribe for it. 

I have taken great interest in the Klondike affair. I 
went away this summer to Lake Hopatcong and had a 
lovely time, but we came home a little while ago. 

Hoping your paper the most possible success. 

Yours truly. 
South Obangb, N. J. B. F. 

Deab Little Fbiend: 
We are very pleased to receive your kind letter. 

Editor. 

To the Editor: 

I wish to call your attention to the article printed in 
last week's Great Bound World about Austria. Your 
description about the Bohemians, properly called Czechs, 
is wrong. They are not wild, unruly, nor obstinate. In 
the United States there are five hundred thousand Czechs, 
and you never hear of them giving trouble to the Govern- 
ment nor any one else. Everywhere they are known as 
a quiet, industrious race, doing their business and offend- 
ing no one. In Europe they have a great many obsta- 
cles to overcome. One of them is that the Germans are 
trying to crush them wherever they can. Every nation 
loves its tongue and wishes it to live, so do the Czechs. 
Because they oppose, are they to be called wild, obsti- 
nate, and ill-governed? The Czechs' language is not so 
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difBcult. I know Americans speiking the Czechs' lan- 
guage as well as Czechs themselves. I do not wish to 
discuss their rights^ but I do feel that where a sad mis- 
take has been made it ought to be rectified. Young 
readers must be informed correctly ; and knowing it to 
be your aim to inform your readers so, I take the liberty 
of writing. I hope you will not think me prejudiced, 
nor that I merely write from a Czech's standpoint. An 
injustice has been done and ought to be righted if pos- 
sible. If you wish to gain correct information, I refer 
you to Mr. Eiis, author of '' How the Other Half Lives." 
Also to Dr. Hall, minister of the Presbyterian Church. 
They have both been to Austria several times, and know 
a great deal about the Czechs. Hoping you will consider 
the matter, I remain yours, A. B. Bazata. 

New York City, October 18th, 1897. 

Deab Friend: 

We were very pleased to receive your letter. 

You have evidently misunderstood the article in 
question, and also misquoted it. 

If yon will look back at page 1,390 yon will see 
that we do not say the Bohemians are an unruly peo- 
ple, but that they are wild and quickly irritated — in- 
formation which you can easily verify for yourself. 
We had no intention of making any disparaging re- 
marks about the race. We merely stated facts which 
are so well known in Europe that they have become 
proverbs. 

In reference to the Czech language we must also 
differ with you. Tour argument that you have friends 
who speak the language does not strike us as very 
sound. There are numbers of Eurox>eans who have 
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learned dunese, bnt that does not alter the fact that 
Chinese is an abnormally di£Scult tongue. 

If you will read our article through again you will 
see that your zeal for the Bohemians has made you 
defend them before they were accused. 

We stated that the governing of Austria is a very 
difficult task in consequence of the three conflicting 
elements of which it is composed, and explained 
the nature and grievance of each element. 

You must not let your sympathies cloud your judg- 
ment. Editob. 
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INVENTION AND DISCOVERY. 



BY means of slot-boxes one may buy gam or vost- 
age-stamps, be weighed, or have his pictare 
taken. 

A schoolboy of St. Lonis has recently invented a 
new and practical form of this popular machine. 

The Martin paper slot-box is to be used upon street 
cars and railway trains for the sale of daily papers. 

It has separate compartments for each morning 
daily, with movable name-slips so that the one box 
may serve for the sale of both morning and evening 
papers. 

Though small and neat, the box will hold forty-five 
papers. 

By inserting a penny and pushing a button, any 
paper desired may be had. The boxes are so ar- 
ranged that five cents will be necessary to work the 
button for Sunday papers. 

The patent papers have been received, and the 
youthful inventor is sux)erintending the making of 
the boxes. As soon as a sufficient number are ready 
they are to be given a thorough trial on the leading 
lines of cars in St. Louis. 
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THIS has been an exciting week for Cuban matters. 
We told you that we might expect to hear 
more from Mr. Taylor's article on Cuba in The North 
American Review. 

We were quite right in our supposition. 

The Madrid papers took the matter up indignantly^ 
and it has been the main point of interest during the 
last few days. 

If you remember, we told you that Mr. Taylor said, 
in his article, that Spain did not seem able to settie 
the difficult Cuban question, and that in his opinion 
it was clearly our duty to interfere. 

One of the Spanish Senators, Senor Salvani, wrote 
an angry letter to the Madrid papers, in which he 
said that when Mr. Taylor was minister to Spain he 
appeared most anxious to preserve the friendliest re- 
lations between the two countries, and that he repeat- 
edly declared that there was no fear that the United 
States would interfere with Cuba. 

On seeing this letter, Mr. Taylor wrote one on his 
own account to the American pax>ers. 

Copyright, 1897, by Thb Obbat Rottno World PubliBblDg Oompany. 
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In it he said that his experience had been that the 
Spanish authorities were nnreUable, and according to 
his way of thinking the only way to put an end to 
the war, which was costing this country so much from 
destruction to commerce, was for the Government to 
take a firm stand with Spain, and insist that if the 
war wasn't ended by a certain fixed date we would 
end it for her. 

To prove the truth of his assertion that Spain was 
unreliable, he stated that during the term of his offi- 
cial service in Madrid he had become convinced that 
Cuba would never yield, but would fight till her last 
drop of blood had been spilled. 

Thinking it a great pity to allow such a valuable 
property as Cuba to be allowed to go to ruin, he de- 
cided to make an effort to bring the war to a close. 

He was acquainted with Senor Oastelar, who was 
a close friend of Oanovas, the late Premier. Senor 
Castelar was President of Spain when it was a repub- 
lic, before the young King's father was put on the 
throne by the aid of Oanovas. At an informal dinner- 
party at Senor Castelar's, Mr. Taylor begged the 
Senor to talk to Oanovas, and convince him that the 
war in Ouba was only a cruel waste of life and useless 
waste of money, as the Cubans woidd not submit. 
He asked Senor Oastelar to suggest to Oanovas that 
an attempt to pacify the island should be made by 
offering them liberal Home Bule. 

Senor Oastelar agreed with Mr. Taylor, and prom- 
ised to speak to Oanovas. 

A few days later he sent word to Mr. Taylor that 
he had brought Oanovas around to his way of think- 
ing, and that Cuba was to be given Home Bule. 
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Mr. Taylor was very happy over the result of his 
efforts, and shortly after an offer of Home Bole was 
made to the Cubans. 

It proved, however, to be Home Bule only in name. 
Spain was to keep control of the army, the navy, and 
the courts; the only privilege given to the Cubans 
was to be that of paying taxes to support the Gov- 
ernment. 

This offer was not acceptable to Cuba, and nothing 
further came of it. 

When Mr. Taylor found that this was all the Home 
Bule Spain meant to offer the Cubans, he became 
discouraged, and concluded that Spain did not mean 
to do anything for Cuba, and that the offer was not 
sincerely made, but merely to gain time in the hope 
that the Cubans would run short of ammunition and 
be obliged to surrender. 

Mr. Taylor has been severely criticised for making 
these statements. 

The Qrovemment in Washington feared that serious 
trouble might result therefrom. What Mr. Taylor 
knew of the matter was learned while he was acting 
as an officer of the Government, and it has been 
thought that he should not have made his knowledge 
public. 

The most alarming rumors grew out of the disclos- 
ures. People feared that war would be the result, 
and for a few hours there was a war scare. Prices of 
dtocks fell, and one enterprising paper got out a " spe- 
cial," stating that war had been declared, because 
Spain had claimed the right to search American ves- 
sels on the high seas for arms, or what is called con- 
traband of war. 
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The spread of the alarm was increased by a report 
that the Chamber of Commerce had once again issued 
a warning to the Government that the harbor de- 
fences of New York city were not strong enough, and 
had asked that they be strengthened. 

Twice before in the history of our country that 
body has warned Congress : once before the outbreak of 
the Bevolution, and again just before the Civil War. 

As the members of the Chamber of Commerce had 
been right on both of the previous occasions, the peo- 
ple looked on them as prophets, and a war scare 
spread over the country, which caused the greatest 
uneasiness. 

The feelings of the people were, however, calmed 
by an announcement from Washington that there was 
not the slightest cause for alarm. The governments 
in Washington and Madrid understood each other 
perfectly, and President McKinley intended to allow 
the promised reforms time to take effect before he 
even considered the idea of interference. In the 
announcement it was added that the warning from the 
Chamber of Commerce would be taken into consider- 
ation, but that there was in it nothing to throw the 
country into a panic. 

The sudden fall in stocks was declared to be a trick 
on the part of some Wall Street speculators, and to 
mean nothing more serious than that a few sharp men 
had made money out of a good many foolish ones. 

In regard to the threatened searching of American 
vessels— an action which would certainly obUge us 
to declare war on Spain — it was stated by those in 
authority that Spain does not contemplate apy such 
course. 
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American vessels have a perfect right to carry arms 
to Cuba and fulfil any orders they may receive for 
such goods, as long as Spain persists in saying that 
war does not exist in the island. It is only when 
men accompany the arms that Spain has a right to 
protest; otherwise it is a mere carrying of merchan- 
dise from one port to another. 

It is felt that while Spain has cause for anger 
against the American sympathisers who have sent 
over so many filibusters, she has none against the 
United States Government, which has done every- 
thing in its power to prevent the despatching of these 
unlawful expeditions. 

4 4 4 « 4 i( 

BEFOBE he left Havana Weyler made a speech 
in which he is reported to have made remarks 
which have annoyed the Spanish Government. This 
appears to have created trouble for him. 

The Spanish ministers have talked the matter over, 
and decided to demand an explanation from the ex- 
Captain-G^neral. 

The commanders of each of the ports in the Span- 
ish kingdom have been instructed to ask the General 
what these remarks were the moment he sets his foot 
on Spanish soil, wherever that may be. If his state- 
ment agrees with the reports of his speech, he will 
immediately be arrested and tried by court-martial. 

The particular remark reported which so offended 
the Government was in reference to his being certain 
that no other minister would keep him in office after 
the death of Oanovas. 

General Blanco is endeavoring to establish his 
government in Havana. 
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He is not having an easy time of it, however. The 
Spanish ministers were led to believe that there were 
a great number of Cubans who were desirous of see- 
ing Home Bule established, and who would come to 
the assistance of Spain if she attempted to do this. 

One of the proposed changes was that certain of the 
offices should be filled by Cubans. From the accounts 
given. General Blanco expected to find no difficulty in 
getting the Cubans to serve under him. 

To his dismay he has found that the reported 
strong Home Bule party does not exist, and that the 
Cubans decline the honors offered them. He had to 
threaten one man with banishment from Cuba before 
he could persuade him to take any part in the estab- 
lishment of the reforms. 



THE war is being actively pursued all over the 
island. General Garcia has, it is said, captured 
Holguin and Mayari in Santiago de Cuba. 

At Finar del Bio City the insurgents defeated the 
Spanish troops and took from them some guns and a 
large store of ammunition. 

It is said that a million dollars, sent over to pay 
the Spanish army, ha« mysteriously disappeared 
from Havana's treasury, and the soldiers are extremely 
indignant over it. 

The desperate want of money among the troops is 
leading to some very reprehensible acts, if we are to 
believe what we hear. 

It seems that some soldiers brought their colonel 
word that they knew where they could lay hands on 
$14,000, and they said that if they were allowed to go 
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and seize it they would bring it to the colonel to 
pay the regiment, which otherwise would mutiny. 

The colonel allowed his men to set off on their 
shameful expedition, and learned thai sure enough 
they had obtained the money. What was his sur- 
prise and indignation to find that, instead of bringing 
it to him, they had deserted to the Cubans with their 
booty. 

While the promised reforms are being put into 
practice without delay, the new Captain-General is, 
it is said, making active preparations for war. The 
winter campaign against the rebels is to begin at 
once, and it is believed that severe fighting is ahead. 

It remains to be seen whether the soldiers will do 
better under General Blanco's leadership than they 
did under Weyler. 



YOU will be interested to know that the trial of the 
Competitor prisoners takes place in Havana 
this week. 

The Spanish Government evidently wishes to settle 
this matter, which has been a grave source of difficulty 
between Madrid and Washington. 

Under General Weyler's rule it was impossible to 
get these men tried, but Blanco has brought orders 
that they be tried immediately, and it is rumored that 
if they are found guilty they will be pardoned on con- 
dition that they leave Cuba and never return to it. 

The Oompetito?' case was explained to you in No. 
40 of The Great Eoukd World. Briefly, she was a 
schooner engaged in a filibustering expedition, and 
was overhauled and captured by the Spaniards. All 
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the perBons on board escaped but five, three of Thom 
were sailing the Bhip, and claimed to be American 



The defence made bj theae men was that the fili- 
boBtering party had taken passage for Florida, and 
had given no indication of being engaged in any un- 
lawful poranit till the vessel was ont of B^hi of land, 
when they took posBeBsion of her, and forced the cap- 
tain to carry them over to Onba. 

This defence was not believed, and the men were 
seatetioed to death. Oor Government iaterfered on 



aocoont of their being American citizens. A protest 
was sent to Spain, and a new trial was ordered. This 
was over a year ago, bat by one means or another 
Weyler always contrived to prevent it. 

It ie reported that this Competitor case was one of 
the main objeota of General Woodford's mission, and 
that the pardon of these nnfortonate prisoners is in 
response to the President's request. 

If all we hear is true, the Competitor prisoners will 
only be a few of the many persons whom General 
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Blanco has been authorized to pardon. It is said 
that all persons prosecuted for rebellion, and all reb- 
els accused of other crimes, are to be pardoned by the 
new Captain-General. 

This clemency does not, however, meet with the 
approval of the Cubans. The pardon states that it is 
extended to all those whose crimes are against the 
state, but not to those criminals who should be pun- 
ished by military law. It therefore amounts to little 
more than the releasing of the prisoners who are in 
the jails; the insurgents who have taken up arms 
against Spain have all been declared outlaws, aiid 
their crimes are punishable by military law, so the 
pardon does not apply to the soldiers who are or have 
been fighting in the war, and they are liable to be put 
to death for outlawry whenever caught. 



REFEEENCE was made, in The Great Bound 
World No. 49, to the disgraceful proceedings 
which were taking place in the Austrian Parliament. 

Unfortunately the members of that legislature have 
not yet seen the shame of their conduct, but have con- 
tinued to grow more violent and add to their scanda- 
lous behavior in every possible way. 

The use of the Czech and Magyar languages by the 
officials in Bohemia and Hungary has again been un- 
der discussion, and the scenes that have occurred in 
the Austrian Parliament day after day are almost 
beyond belief. 

Instead of discussing the matter in hand, the de]> 
uties fell to calling each other names like a lot of vul- 
gar street-boys, and would eventually have fought if 
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a few of the cooler-headed members had not forcibly 
restrained them. 

When the din would reach its highest point, the 
President would adjourn the meetings ; but frequently 
the uproar was so great that the deputies did not 
know that he had done so. 

These scenes have continued for over a week. On 
one occasion when a member rose to speak on the 
Austro-Hungarian compact, which is also unpopular 
in the House, Herr Wolff, the young Bohemian who 
recently fought a duel with Count Badeni, the Prime 
Minister, began to pound loudly on the lid of his 
desk, and caUing his friends to aid him, sang, shout- 
ed, and read from the newspaper at the top of his 
voice, until, after an hour and a half of confusion, the 
member who was trying to speak gave up the attempt 
in despair. 

At the present moment there are three important 
matters which have to be considered bv the Parliav. 
ment, all of which have their bitter opponents. One 
is the language question, another the calling to ac- 
count of the Prime Minister for the various acts which 
have displeased the people, and the third is the im- 
portant question of renewing the Austro-Hungarian 
compact. 

We told you in an earlier number that this was an 
agreement by which Hungary paid thirty per cent, 
of the money needed by the Government, and Austria 
the remaining seventy per cent. 

Before we go any further into this* matter, we had 
perhaps better explain to you the government that 
binds Austria and Hungary together. 

The two countries are united under the rule of one 
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monarch, who is known as Emperor of Anstria and 
King of Hungary. 

The two countries are linked together by certain 
common interests, but each is governed by its own 
constitution, which is in both cases a limited mon- 
archy. This means that the power of the sovereign 
is limited by certain rules and laws laid down for 
him in the constitution. 

Austria and Hungary each have their sex>arate 
parliaments, and the decisions of both these legisla- 
tures require the consent of the Emperor and King 
before they can be made laws. 

Each country has its own Premier and Cabinet, and 
to manage the affairs common to both countries there 
is a third parliament, as it were, composed of mem- 
bers from Hungary and Austria. 

This body is appointed for a year, and meets alter- 
nately at Vienna, the capital of Austria, and Buda 
Pesth, the twin capital of Hungary, a city which lies 
half on one bank of the Danube and half on the other. 
It is the duty of these lawgivers to consider the mat- 
ters that concern the affairs of both countries equally. 

There are three state departments, whose officers 
are responsible for their work to the Delegations, as 
the third body of lawgivers is called. 

These officers are the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
for the Whole Monarchy, the Minister of War for 
the Whole Monarchy, and the Minister of Finance for 
the Whole Monarchy. 

These facts may seem a little hard and uninterest- 
ing to you, but it is as well to try to master them. It 
looks as if we were going to hear a great deal about 
Austria this winter, and it will be so much easier for 
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us to understand the events as they happen if we 
have mastered the peculiar form of government under 
which these two i)eoples are joined. 

It might x)erhaps simplify the subject to you if you 
realize that this government is really somewhat like 
our own. Austria and Hungary might be any two of 
our own States — say Pennsylvania and New York, for 
instance. The Emperor, the two parliaments, and 
the third body which regulates the matters in com- 
mon for both countries, might be our President, the 
state legislatures, and Congress. Of course there are 
points of difference between the two governments, 
but to take this as a general plan will help you to 
form an idea of what the Government of Austro- 
Hungary is. 

On page 1012 of The Qbieat Bound World we told 
you about Turkey and Austria fighting for Hungary, 
and how since 1527 Hungary had been a part of the 
possessions of the House of Habsburg.* 

There have been many revolts and uprisings in 
Hungary against the Austrian rule, and in 1867 the 
present arrangement was made, whereby Hungary 
paid thirty per cent, of the joint expenses of govern- 
ment. The compact, as it is called, was made for ten 
years. In 1877 and 1887 it was renewed for another 
period of ten years. Now in 1897 it must be renewed 
again. 

Austria thinks Hungary is now in a position to pay 

*This is often written Hdptimrg, probably because the b is 
pronounced very shortly and sharply, giving it much the sound 
of p, Habrimrg is, however, correct, as the name is derived 
from HaJbiehty a hawk, and was originally ffabiehttbiMy, the 
Hawk's Castle, from which the family derived its name. 
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a larger proportion of the expenses, but Hungary can- 
not see the force of this at all. She is, however, will- 
ing to make a fresh compact for one year, daring 
which time the whole matter can be thoroughly dis- 
cussed. 

The attempt to get the compact arranged for the 
one year offered has been one of the causes of the 
trouble in the Beichsrath, or Parliament. 

The Austrians do not want to renew the agreement 
unless they can get better terms, the Hungarians will 
not pay any more, and the Bohemians are opposed to 
every motion that is made, because they insist that 
their own grievance about the language shall be set- 
tled before any other business is done. 

In consequence of this, the Austrian Parliament has 
become a bear-garden. 

Mr. Clemens (Mark Twain), who happened to be 
in Vienna during these uproarious sittings of ParUa- 
ment, and witnessed one of them, declared that the 
nearest approach to such a riot in his experience was 
the lynching of a man out West for stealing a horse 
— but even that was a mild scene compared to the 
proceedings of the Parliament. 

While Mr. Clemens was watching, an Austrian 
member tried to speak on the Hungarian question; 
whereupon Mr. Wolff, the Bohemian member, began 
to slam the lid of his desk and then pound it with a 
ruler. A scuffle ensued in the attempt to wrench off 
the lid of the desk, during all of which the Austrian 
member continued to speak, it being utterly impossi- 
ble to hear one word of what he was saying, because 
of the uproar made by the rest of these dignified 
lawgivers. 
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The haughty Hungarians have naturallj become 
highly indignant over this conduct, and there have 
been stormy times in the Hungarian ParUament. 

Francis Eossuth, a son of Louis Kossuth, the fa- 
mous Hungarian patriot, is a member of the Lower 
House of the Hungarian Parliament. He created a 
sensation by demanding that Hungary should cut 
herself free from Austria and once more become an 
index)endent kingdom, as Austria did not seem to de- 
sire the renewal of the compact. 

Baron Banffy, the Hungarian Premier, at once re- 
plied that the union of Austria and Hungary was 
complete, and a separation was impossible, and even 
were it not so, he could not contemplate the idea of 
turning Austria's troubles to the advantage of Hun- 
gary. 

While the Austrian ParUament behaves in such a 
scandalous manner, no business can be transacted, 
and the matters of vital importance to the welfare of 
the countrv have to be laid aside because of the dis- 
orderly conduct of the Parliament. 

The Emperor, Francis Joseph, is so disgusted with 
the way in which the deputies are abusing the privi- 
lege of helping to govern their country, that he 
threatens to suspend the constitution and act without 
the Parliament. 

At present, it being a limited monarchy, he can 
only make laws by the will and consent of the people. 

There is, however, a clause in the Austrian Consti- 
tution, an emergency clause, Jmown as Article XTV., 
which in case of need gives the Emperor the right to 
suspend the constitution and act on his own respon- 
sibility. 
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The neceesiiy of coming to a decision on the Hon- 
garian question has become so great that the minis- 
ters are of the opinion that the Emx)eror will have to 
use this privilege. The Minister of Finance therefore 
uttered a warning to the members of the Parliament, 
telling them that they had better not drive the Gov- 
ernment too far, as there was the gravest danger of 
the Emperor insisting upon exercising this right. 

The latest despatches say that the published re- 
ports give but a slight idea of the grave trouble that 
is underlying this matter. It is feared that a revolu- 
tion may be the result, and that martial law will have 
to be proclaimed in Bohemia this winter to quell the 
language riots. 

There was great indignation in the Parliament when 
the warning of the Minister of Finance was announced ; 
and grave as it seems thus to deprive the people of 
their rights, something must soon be done to bring the 
deputies to their senses. The warring factions in the 
Beichsrath have learned that if they cannot obtain the 
laws they wish to have for themselves, they can at 
least prevent laws from being made for others, and so 
they have brought the affairs of Parliament to a 
deadlock. 

The latest news is that the House has been ad- 
journed for a period of four days. If the members 
continue to act as before when the House reassembles, 
the probabilities are that the Emperor will suspend 
the constitution and take from the people the right of 
making laws until they prove worthy of the privilege. 

While this course may bring the Austrian Parlia- 
ment to order, it is likely to throw the Hungarians 
into still greater disorder. 
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Francis Kossuth, on hearing of the Emperor's in- 
tentions, announced that he would fight to the death 
rather than allow Hungary to accept a comx>act made 
with the Emperor alone, and without the consent of 
the Austrian Parliament. 

4 4 4 4 « 4 

YOU will be glad to know that Japan and Hawaii 
are likely to come to a friendly settlement of 
their differences. 

You will remember that it was suggested that the 
matter of the exclusion of the emigrants should be 
decided by arbitration. 

When, however, the time came for Japan to state 
the points she was willing to submit to arbitration, 
she refused to allow the possession of the $50 to be 
discussed. 

This, as you ^fill recollect, was the whole point of 
the disagreement. 

Hawaii refused to accept the immigrants because it 
came to her knowledge that the steamship company 
furnished them with contracts, and loaned them the 
$50 required by law to enable them to pass the cus- 
tom-house. The contracts were worthless, and the 
$50 was returned immediately on landing. 

The Japanese Government in Tokio has come to 
the very wise and pleasant decision that the proper 
thing for it to do is to submit the whole case to the 
arbitrators and not enter into any conflict with Hawaii. 

Up to the present time the letters sent by the Jap- 
anese Government have been of such a nature that 
they warranted the belief that Japan was ready to de- 
clare war on us on account of Hawaii. 

In the present communications, however, the entire 
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tone has clianged. They are friendly and pleasant, 
and apx)ear to desire to preserve friendly relations 
with us. 

This should be esx)ecially pleasing, for the Japanese 
are a fine, vigorous race of people, whom we cannot 
but admire for their spirited conduct in their war 
with China. It would be a pity if we were forced to 
regard them in an unfriendly light. 

It is reported that the reason for the change is that 
the Government has discovered that the information 
forwarded to it was misleading and calculated to give 
a wrong impression. 

It is hinted that the Japanese minister in this 
country is the innocent cause of the trouble. It 
seems that he became very intimate with the son of 
Claus Spreckels, the Hawaiian Sugar King. 

Young Mr. Spreckels had of course his own ideas 
about Hawaiian matters, and told them to the Japa- 
nese minister. This official felt that Mr. Spreckels 
must be thoroughly well acquainted with Sandwich 
Island affairs, and accepted all that he said as fact 
without attempting to investigate for himself. 

He should not have done this, because, hard though 
it is for us to realize it sometimes, there are always 
two sides to every question, and all of us, even the 
fairest-minded, find it difficult to see both sides with 
equal clearness and justice. 

With the best intentions it was impossible for Mr. 
Spreckels to look at matters from a disinterested 
standpoint, and the minister should have grasped 
this fact, instead of sending as facts to his Govern- 
ment statements that were merely the views of an 
interested party. 
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As it was, the Gbvemment in Tokio was told that 
there was not the slightest fear of the United States 
annexing Hawaii, that it was all talk and would never 
amount to anything, and that Japan could go ahead 
and force her immigrants on Hawaii without inter- 
ference. 

As a matter of fact, it now appears that Japan 
had no hostile plans in sending her immigrants to 
Hawaii. 

While it is true that many of these men were sol- 
diers, it is stated by those who have studied the mat- 
ter that they were not soldiers in the regular Japa- 
nese army, but men who had fought in the war with 
China. 

The enormous strides which Japan has made since 
the war, and which have roused the admiration of all 
her sister nations, cannot have been accomplished 
without changes in the thoughts and habits of the 
Japanese i)eople. 

It seems that the progressive spirit which the war 
awakened made the Japanese restless ; the soldiers 
who had been serving in the field could not readily 
settle down to the old ways of life. They wanted 
fresh worlds to conquer. 

The Government, realizing that something must be 
done with this restless element, instituted and en- 
couraged the idea of emigration. There appeared to 
be a great demand for such people in Hawaii, and 
therefore the emigration to the Sandwich Islands was 
commenced. It would perhaps have been wiser to 
send the people to the recently acquired island of 
Formosa, but the march of progress had not yet 
reached this island, while the Americanized Hawaiian 
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Islands offered inducements which the newly awak- 
ened Japanese ambition craved for. 

Be that as it may, it now seems certain that there 
was no more serious motive in sending emigrants to 
Hawaii than the endeavor of Japan to find occupation 
for her surplus population. 

The determined stand taken by the Hawaiian Gov- 
emmenty and the absolute certainty that the United 
States would uphold it, finally opened the eyes of 
the Japanese to their mistake. The minister was 
recaUed after inquiries had been instituted, and the 
attitude of the Japanese representatives in Hawaii 
was changed from haughty displeasure to the utmost 
friendliness. 

The outcome of the whole matter has been a pleas- 
antly worded letter from Japan, in which she con- 
sents to submit the whole immigration question — con- 
tract, $50, and all — to arbitration. 

It is extremely gratifying to all lovers of peace to 
find that one more national misunderstanding has 
been settled without resorting to the horrors and 
cruelties of war. 

«l 4 « 4 4r 4 

NEWS comes that the month of reflection given to 
the Manchester cotton-workers, before the re- 
duction of wages was to go into effect, has borne good 
fruit. 

Instead of going on strike and causing distress to 
themselves and disaster to the masters, the workmen 
have decided to submit the matter to arbitration. 

If it is proved to their satisfaction that the masters 
are really paying higher wages than the state of the 
business permits, they will submit to the reduction. 
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They want to be assured that the masters are tell- 
ing them the truth, and for this no one can blame 
them. Five per cent, of their earnings is too much 
to be given up unless it is absolutely necessary. 

This settlement is another triumph for arbitration. 
4 4 4 4 4 «l 

treaty entered into by the Bussian, Japanese, 
and United States sealing commissioners has 
been signed. 

The treaty prohibits deep-sea sealing in waters 
controlled by them. 

The treaty does not apply (so far as Great Britain 
is concerned) to the Bering Sea. By the treaty of 
Paris this sea was declared to be an open sea, free 
to all at a certain distance from the coast; therefore 
Great Britain can indulge in deejvsea sealing in those 
waters if she pleases. 

It is hoped, however, that England's love of justice 
will convince her that there must be some truth in the 
statement about the decrease of the seal herd, and 
not wishing to be the only country engaged in im- 
proper sealing, she will eventually add her signature 
to the treaty. 

This seems the more likely as it is reported that 
at the sealing conference with Great Britain, which 
follows the Kusso-Japanese conference. Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier, the Canadian Premier, will endeavor to settle 
the disputed matters satisfa<5torily. 

The Canadian Premier has always desired to main- 
tain the most friendly relations with us, and though 
he has given no hint of his intentions on the sealing 
question, it is understood that he means to reach an 
amicable understanding with us. 
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It is also said that lie intends to see the President 
while he is in Washington, and if possible clear away- 
all the existing difficulties between Canada and the 
United States. 

The sealing trouble is only one of the matters 
which need arranging. There is the Kootenay affair, 
the Klondike question, and a number of other fishery 
and tariff differences. 



OTJR Government will soon have an opportunity 
of testing the value of the reindeer which have 
been imported into Alaska. 

A number of whaling-vessels are fast in the ice off 
the coast of Alaska, and it is necessary to send food 
to the sailors on them to save them from starvation. 

These ships went up through the Bering Sea this 
summer to ply their dangerous trade as usual. The 
winter set in earlier than usual, and eight of them 
have been caught in the ice off Point Barrow, which 
is on the north of Alaska, jutting out into the Arctic 
Ocean. 

There are about two hundred and seventy-five men 
on these vessels. Not expecting to spend the winter 
in the Arctic Ocean, they were not prepared for such 
an emergency, and none of them carried more than a 
three-months' supply of food. The gravest fears are 
entertained lest they die of starvation. 

The matter was brought to the attention of the Pres- 
ident, who immediately called a Cabinet council, at 
which it was decided to send a relief expedition to 
these men. 

The plan is to charter a steam-whaler, the Thrasher, 
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which is now at San Francisco, and send her with 
provisions and clothing to Port Clarence, which you 
will find marked just below Cskpe Prince of Wales, 
the most easterly point of our continent, which 
bounds the Bering Straits on the American side. 

If it is impossible to get so far north as this, it is 
proi)osed to put in at Norton Sound, on which St. 
Michaels is situated, the port which has come into so 
much prominence lately through the discovery of 
gold on the Klondike. 

Whichever of these points can be reached, it is pur- 
posed to send the provisions across Alaska to Point 
Barrow by reindeer. 

There is a reindeer station at Point Clarence, and 
so it would be better to reach this spot if possible; 
but the captain of the revenue-cutter Bear, which 
cruises in Alaskan waters, says that there is too much 
ice already for it to be possible to reach either Port 
Clarence or St. Michaels. 

The reindeer will, however, be used when other 
means of travelling are impossible, and they wiU 
bring the supplies to the imprisoned whalers. 

There are at present eleven hundred head of deer 
in Alaska, all in a healthy and thriving condition. 

Last December, the superintendent of the reindeer 
station at Port Clarence thought he would try and see 
just how useful these beasts could be made, and 
whether it would be possible, by their aid, to estabUsh 
communication between Arctic Alaska and civilization. 

He took with him nine sleds, seventeen reindeer, 
and two Lapp teamsters. 

Here is his description of the trip : 

"The journey was a very difficult one. Barren 
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moimtains whose sides had been swept bare by bliz- 
zards, and ravines which held deep snowdrifts, had 
to be crossed. The icy waters of mountain torrents 
had to be forded; sometimes a way had to be cat 
with axes through tangled undergrowth. The cold 
was intense, sometimes 73^ below zero." 

Though reindeer moss was found in sufficient 
quantities throughout the entire trip, at one time the 
party was storm-bound on the mountains, and the 
animals were thirty-six hours without food. 

The hardy creatures suffered no permanent injury 
from this long fast, and their skins, thickly covered 
vdth long hair, were sufficient to protect them from 
the icy blasts. 

With servants such as these to do its bidding, there 
is every hope that the Government may be able to 
send provisions to the unfortunate whalers before 
they begin to suffer the pangs of hunger. 

Cheering news has been received from the captain 
of the whaling-steamer DevaJl and the captain of the 
revenue-cutter Bear^ who state that there are between 
three himdred and four hundred barrels of flour at 
the Point Barrow refuge-station, probably within 
reach of the men. 

The Bear, which is now at Seattle, has been ordered 
to prepare for another Arctic trip, and be ready to 
push on through the Straits as soon as the spring 
comes, and go round to Point Barrow to rescue the 
whalers, in case the packing of the ice has crushed 
and wrecked their vessels. 

The Bear has a noteworthy Arctic record. It was 
this vessel which was sent in search of, and was suc- 
cessful in finding, the Greely expedition. 
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THEKE is a good deal of discussion on the sub- 
ject of football just now. 

The fatal accidents which have befallen the players 
already this season have led x>eople to think it a bru- 
tal sport, and many are setting their faces against it. 

The legislature of Oeorgia has forbidden football 
within the state limiis, and aU the prominent col- 
leges in the country are discussing the idea of pro- 
hibiting it. 

Chicago has come to the front as bravely as it did 
in the crusade against the high hats in theatres. 

The same alderman who offered the resolution to 
suppress the hats has evolved a new one which will 
make him famous. 

It reads : " An Ordinance to Prohibit the Playing 
of Football." 

While football is a fine, manly sport, the objectors 
have good reason on their side for wishing to 
suppress it. 

A good many young fellows seem to forget the 
true sporting spirit in which they should play the 
game, and to use it as a means for paying off old 
grudges. 

If they cannot rise above their own feelings in the 
game, the sooner it is forbidden the better. 

A statement from a noted Harvard Bight Tackle 
has appeared, which is so shocking to all true sports- 
men that they can but feel that Georgia's example 
cannot too soon be followed by the other States. 

This statement is in reference to a famous game 
played in 1889. It says that in the rival team was a 
man who had been the Bight Tackle's unsuccessful 
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rival at a preparatory college. In the course of the 
game this man walked deliberately up to the Bight 
Tackle, kicked him severely, then limping off to the 
umpire, complained that the Harvard man had kicked 
him. The Harvard man was ruled out of the game, 
and as he left the field his rival again approached 
him, and said : " I've got even for that old grudge at 

College.'* The Harvard man knocked him 

down, and that ended the matter. 

It seems incredible that men calling themselves 
gentlemen should not only do such things, but speak 
of them unconcernedly afterward. 

In England, which is the home of football, the 
game is rough enough, but kicking or ^hacking," as 
it is called, is not allowed, and the man who would 
deliberately strike or seek to injure another in the 
course of a game on account of a private grudge 
would be forced to leave college and hounded out of 
society. The love of sport for sport's sake is so 
well developed in England that a man would be dis- 
graced for life who would so far forget himself as to 
permit any such exhibifon as the one quoted above. 

G. H. EOSENFELD. 
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WORD-BUILDING PRIZE GONTEST* 

The Great Bound World, 3 and 5 West ISth St., N. Y. 
Gentlemen: I am in receipt of the kodak camera 
won as a prize in the recent contest, and wish to thank 
you most heartily for it. It is a gratification to win 
anything by the exercise of one's wits, and I shall highly 
prize the kodak and appreciate your generosity as well. 

Very cordially yours, 

Hannah K. Peck. 
Mebiden, Conn., Mov. 12th, 1897. 

The Great Bound World, S and 5 West 18th St., N. Y. 

Gentlemen : My daughter begs to acknowledge with 
many thanks the receipt of the pocket kodak, being the 
second prize in the recent contest. . . . 

Very truly yours, 

Eleanob Du Bois. 
By GoBNELius Du Bois. 
Nov. 13th, 1897. 



EDITORIAL NOTE. 

THEBE has been so much interest manifested in 
the Prize Contests that we are going to con- 
tinue them, and one is begun this week which should 
be very interesting to all our readers. 

See the advertising pages for details and list of 
prizes, of which there are many more than in the 
other contests. 
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nWENTION AND DISCOVERY. 

ELECTEIC HAIBrDEYEE.— This is an idea that 
will find favor with all women who have long 
hair and dread the long, tedious process of drying, 
and the misery and tangles that are a part of the first 
combing after the hair is dry. 

It is an electric hair-dryer, partly comb and 
partly brush. It is connected with an electric wire 
which heats a sliding plate in the inside. The dryer 
is passed over the hair, smoothing it and removing 



the tangles, and drying it at the same time by means 
of the heated plate inside. 

It can be easily adapted to every house where elec- 
tricity is used, as a small wire attached to the lights 
wiU do the work required. 

The hair-dryer is carefully insulated, and there is 
no danger of the user receiving an electric shock. 

The dryer should become a favorite toilet article. 
The softness and silkiness of the hair is greatly en- 
hanced by constant washing, and yet there are many 
women to whom the dangling of damp locks means a 
sure cold in the head and sore throat 
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HAMMER. — ^Any one who lias tried to poll naik 
with the claw of a hammer will appreciate this 
little device which has just been patented. 

The claw end of the hammer is provided with a 
number of grooves, into which a little bar fits and 
locks. 

When yon go to draw a nail, instead of the half- 
dozen hit-or-misB slips that are the usual fate of such 




attempts, the bar falls down in front of the nail as 
the claw grips it from the back. The nail is held in 
a vise and must come out willy-nilly. 

This new hammer is likely to save amateur cari)en- 
ters more worry and wounded fingers than any con- 
temporary invention. 
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THE recent deBpatches from India tell us tiiat the 
soldiers who are fighting on the frontier have 
performed another gallant deed. 

The heroes, this time, belonged to the Northamp- 
tonshire regiment. 

It was necessary for the British to find out if the 
enemy was encamped anywhere in the neighborhood, 
so a porticm of the troops left the British camp 
and marched to the summit of a mountain called 
Saran Sar. 

There were no signs of the Afridis as they marched 
along, and the top of the hill was reached with little 
difficulty. 

There tiiey found the remains of a hastily vacated 
camp, and from the various signs that were around 
became convinced that the enemy was on the moun- 
tain with them. 

Fearing an ambush, the British commander ordered 
his men to retreat, and the manoeuvre had hardly been 
put in effect before the tribesmen appeared. 

Following the troops closely, the Afridis fired on 

Copyrif^t. 1807, by Thb Obbat Bound World Publishiog Company. 



1568 XTbe Great Hovmb xmorlD 

them from behind every bush and rcxsk thai offered 
cover, and, after many of the English soldiers had 
been killed or wonnded, the tribesmen became so 
bold that they rushed from their cover and engaged 
in a hand-to-hand encounter with the soldiers. 

General Westmacott, who commanded the party, at 
once realized that he had serious work before him, 
and hastily arranging his forces so that he could care 
for the wounded and move his men as quickly as pos- 
sible, the commander hastened the retreat. 

It was, however, difficult to do; and in the hurry of 
the retreat one little party, which had charge of a con- 
voy of wounded comrades, became separated from the 
rest of their comrades and were sunx>unded by the 
angry tribesmen. 

The retreating army reached the camp safely about 
dark, and then it was discovered that a lieutenant 
named Mclntyre and twelve soldiers were missing. 

It was at first hoped that they had simply dropx>ed 
behind and would reach camp any moment. When, 
however, hours passed and they did not return, the 
worst fears were entertained. 

At last a soldier arrived, bringing with him the 
dreadful news, and telling the story of the gallant 
deed of the lieutenant and his brave companions. 

It seems that the rough ground over which they 
had to travel made the progress of this litUe i>arty 
very slow, and the care of the wounded under their 
charge hampered their movements so much that they 
at last found themselves completely cut off from their 
comrades. 

As soon as the young officer realized what had 
happened to him, he despatched one of his men for 
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aid, and with the others formed a ring around the 
wounded, preparing to defend them until help ar- 
rived. 

The wounded men, on their part, behaved as nobly 
as the lieutenant himself. 

Bealizing the situation, they begged the young offi- 
cer to leave them to their fate, and do what he could 
to save his own life and the lives of his men. 

Mr. Mclntyre absolutely refused to abandon the 
wounded, and prepared to defend them to the last. 

When the messenger last saw the gallant little 
band, they were bravely facing the enemy, waiting 
calmly for the death which was sure to follow unless 
help reached them soon. 

A party was immediately sent out from camp to 
their relief, but when the spot was reached the brave 
fellows were beyond human aid. 

Not a man remained alive to tell the tale of their 
noble struggle. The bodies of the lieutenant and 
his men were found grouped about the wounded com- 
rades they had sacrificed their Uves to save, and their 
attitude in death showed that each man had died 
doing his duty, his face to the foe. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

SOME of the tribesmen have come to the conclu- 
sion that the British soldier is a hard foe to 
beat. 

The Orakzais have therefore sent a deputation to 
G«n. Sir WiUiam Lockhart, the British commander- 
in-chief, asking for peace. 

Sir WiUiam was willing to talk to them, but the 
terms he offered were so much harder than they ex- 
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peoted that the Orakzais do not seem indiiied to 
accept them. 

The English general told the tribesmen that the 
only terms on which England wonld treat with them 
were that they should first give back all the rifles 
they had captared since the ovtbreak, then that they 
shonld forfeit five hundred extra rifles and thirty 
thousand rupees as a fine, and lastly, that they must 
offer submission to the Queen's rule within a fort- 
night, — the sulnnissioii to be gi^en at a full durbar, 
which is a native Indian term ior a levee or reception 
held by a natiye prince or ofiicer of rank in British 
India. 

As we have said, the Orakzais think these terms 
too severe, and are inclined to refuse them. 

The Afridis have as yet shown no signs of weaken- 
ing. On the contrary, tiiey have sent fresh messengers 
to the Ameer of Afghanistan, asking his aid. The 
English are confident that he will refuse, and adrise 
them to submit, and hopQ that there may soon be an 
end of the Indian trouUes. 

In the mean while the Afridis are making all the 
trouble they can. Every night they cut the telegraph- 
wires, and every day they lay in wait for any baggage 
convoy or foraging party that leaves the camp. 
¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

Tou will be pleased to hear more a^Kmt the brave 
pix)er of the Gordon Highlanders, who, though shot 
through boili ankles at the battle of Davgai Sidge, 
propped himself up, and continued playing on, his 
pipes to cheer his comrades. 

The Indian despatches say that he has been recom- 
mended for the Victoria Cross. 
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This decoration is the English reward for great 
bravery. It is the decoration of all others which 
British soldiers love to receive. 

It is a simple little brooze cross, of the shape 
known as a Maltese cross ; in the centre is the crown, 
with the British lion standing upon it, and on a scroll 
beneath the inscription "For Valor." For soldiers 
it has a red ribbon, for sailors a blue. The slide 
through which the ribbon passes is a bronze bar or- 
namented with a laurel wreath, the symbol of victory. 

The value of the Victoria Cross is practically noth- 
ing, but those men who have been happy enough to 
earn it value it above any riches or honors. 

Pil)er Findlater, of the Gordon Highlanders, is a 
proud fellow just now, and would not be willing to 
change places with any duke or millionaire, no mat- 
ter how great his rank or wealth, for in that little 
simple cross he has gained something that rank can- 
not command nor money buy; something that he 
possesses and the commanding o£S.cer of his r^- 
ment may not be able to gain ; something which raises 
him to the highest place among men. 

We felt sure you would be glad to learn that the 
brave piper was not killed at Dargai Bidge, but lives 
to receive the reward for his gallant conduct. 
¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

There is trouble in Haiti. 

Haiti is in the Wert Indies, and is a sister island 
of Guba, and the next largest of the Antilles. It is 
divided from Oaba by a strait called the Windward 
Passage. 

It was discovexed by Columbus in 1492, and the 
first Spaidsh colony m the New World was estab- 
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lished on it in 1493. After a while, the colony was 
neglected and died out, and Haiti became the prey of 
buccaneers, those bold seafaring men, who, half pi- 
rates and half rovers, sailed the seas during the sev- 
enteenth and early i>art of the eighteenth centuries, 
harassing foreign foes for private gain. 

After many upe and downs, the western half of 
Haiti was settled by French buccaneers, and after 
another i)eriod this x>ortion of the island was ceded 
to France by Spain in 1693. 

The French rule did not please the natives, and a 
long i)eriod of discontent followed, till, in 1796, the 
Haitians, under the leadership of Toussaint L'Ouver- 
ture, rebelled against the French and drove them from 
the island. 

The victorious insurgents then set about conquering 
the eastern portion of the island, and for a time held 
possession of it. After a time, however, it was di- 
vided into two portions: the western end which the 
natives had secured from the. French was called 
Haiti, and the eastern eventually became the Be- 
public of San Domingo. 

The inhabitants of Haiti are negroes, or, to be more 
exact, nine-tenths are negroes and the rest mulattoes ; 
the whites are not very numerous, and are principaUy 
foreign merchants and traders. 

The President of Haiti is a colored man, named 
Tiresias Simon Sam, and the officers of the govern- 
ment are all colored people. 

The language of the country is a dialect known as 
Creole French. The official reports of Haiti say 
that the President is elected for seven years, but that 
his term is generally cut short by insurrections. 
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A good many Germans have settled in Port-au- 
Prince, the capital city of Haiti, but, white x>^ople 
being so scarce in the island, the consuls are kept 
busy trying to secure justice for their countrymen. 

Last fall, the German consul to Haiti, Count 
Schwerin, was asked to adjust the present difficulty. 

The servant of a young German named Lueders 
was accused of committing some crime, and, accord- 
ing to the story, a dozen stalwart Haitian policemen 
went to Mr. Lueder's house and forcibly arrested him. 

Mr. Lueders went to police headquarters to com- 
plain of the conduct of the officers, and was at once 
arrested and charged with interfering with the officers 
while doing their duty, and also with attempting to 
kill them. 

He was at once fined $48 and sent to jail for a 
month. 

Mr. Lueders chiimed that he was innocent and 
could prove it, and asked for a second trial. When 
this was given him, he brought forward witnesses 
who proved that he had not attempted to interfere 
with the x>olice. 

Li spite of this, he was again found guilty, and 
sentenced to one year's imprisonment and $600 fine, 
presumably to punish him for demanding the second 
trial. 

The German consul had followed both the trials 
with great interest, and when the second decision was 
rendered he felt that it was time for him to interfere. 

He tel^aphed to Berlin for instructions, and in 
reply received orders to demand the immediate re- 
lease of Lueders, and to insist that damages to the 
amount of $1,000 be paid by Haiti for every day Mr. 



f574 JSbc Oteat IRounfr WotVb 

Laedera had already 8i>6iit in jail — twenty in all, and 
an extra $6,000 for every day's imprisonment after 
the request for his release was leoeiyed. 

At first President Simon Sam refused to listen to 
the demand, and Mr. Lneders remained another six 
days in jaiL 

Then the German minister sent word io the Presi- 
dent that he had hauled down his flag, sent his yaln- 
ahle papers io the care of the United States o(»isnl, 
and had broken off all relations with the Haitian 
government. 

This annoonoement caused oonsiderable excitement 
in Port-au-Prinoe. The Germans and the natives both 
became indignant, and the feeling ran so high that 
the angry blacks threatened to attack the German 
Legation and bom it to the ground, and th^i lynch 
liueders. 

Fearing a serious outbreak which might call down 
the wrath of Germany, President Simon Sam decided 
that the vrisest thing to do was to get rid of Lneders; 
so the young man was hurried from his prison and 
put on board a steamer bound for New York. 

By the time this was done Germany's pride had 
been aroused, and u war-vessel had been ordered to 
sail for Port-au-Prince, and insist upon reparation 
being made, under x>ain of bombardment of the town. 

Of course, this is not a pleasant outlook for Haiti, 
but the natives are not so frightened as they might 
be, because it is well known tiiat Germany has not an 
alarming navy, and it wiU probably be a good long 
time before she can send a ship to Port-an-Prince, 
and in the mean while other things may have ooouned 
to make her forget the difficulty. 
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As a matter of fact, the only vessel available for 
the purpose is not ready ^o go to sea, and cannot be 
made ready before December 10th, and it will then 
be some time before she can reach Haiti. 

The Germans are much annoyed that they will have 
to put up with ihe 11 tie republic's impudence for so 
long a time, and one political party in Germany is 
taking advantage of tiie opx>ortunity to uige the 
necessity of enlarging the navy. 

The Emperor of Germany has for some time past 
been insisting that it should be Increased, and has 
asked that large grants of money be made for that 
purpose, but the majority of the people have not been 
in sympathy with him. 

Germany's sea-coast is very small, and they think 
it a waste of money to build and maintain an expen* 
sive navy to defend it. 

T^ party in favor of the navy are now deelaruig 
that, if Germany wants to keep the resi)eot of other 
nations, she must maintain her dignity by having 
war*vesBels ready to punish offenders. 

The Germans in Haiti are in full sympathy with 
this idea. They complain that they are nok treated 
with h<df the consideration and respect that the Amer- 
ican residents are, and they say that President Simon 
Sam behaves better to the Americans only becaase he 
knows that he would have a United States cruiser 
after him in a very few hours, if he attempted any 
high-handed dealing with our citizens. 

We have lately been accused by both England and 
Japan of being discourteous in our diplomatic rela- 
tions with other countries ; it is therefore some si^tiusk 
&ctian to know that the Germans in Haiti.greatly ap- 
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predate the methods which oar foreign ministers 
employ. 

In the course of the discussions over the Haitian 
troubles it has been said that while we are not formal 
in our diplomatic work, and do not always use the 
poUte forms which etiquette demands, our ministers 
have a manly, direct way of going about their busi- 
ness which gains the desired point every time. 

Serious trouble is not anticipated with Haiti; it is 
really too smaU a place to be able to oppose a great 
country like Germany. If she does not speedily obey 
the wishes of the German govemment, a taste of the 
warnahip's big guns will soon bring her to her senses. 



NANSEN, the Arctic explorer, is in this country, 
and it will interest you to know that he fully 
believes that Andr^ is all right, and will return 
safely in due course of time. 

Of all men Fridjiof Nansen is best able to form an 
opinion as to the likeUhood of Professor Andree ever 
returning to us, for he himself has penetrated farther 
north than any other Arctic explorer, and has learned 
so much about the Polar Sea that he is able to form 
a good opinion as to the possibilities of Andree's 
success. 

Nansen returned from his famous voyage before 
Thb Gbbat Bound Wohld came into existence, and 
so you might perhaps like to have us tell you about 
him. 

He is a young Norwegian, only thirfy-six years 
old; very young to have made such a great record. 

At the age of nineteen he entered the University of 
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Ohristiania and devoted himself to the stady of zool- 
ogy, or the science of animalfl and animal life, from 
man to the lowest form of life. 

When he was twenty he made a voyage into the 
Northern seas for the purpose of studying animal 
life in high latitudes. 

When he returned he was made Curator of the 
Natural History Museum in Bergen, Norway. A 
curator is a person in whose charge the valuable col- 
lections in a museum are placed. He is the care- 
taker or custodian of all the priceless treasures the 
museum contains. 

Six years later Nansen made a trip across Green- 
land on snow-shoes. 

There had long been a theory that in the interior 
of Greenland there were fertile 8i>ots capable of culti- 
vation. 

Nansen proved that Greenland is covered with a 
huge ice-sheet, and is, in fact, one vast glacier which 
rises slightly toward the interior, the surface of the 
ice-cap being only occasionally interrupted by moun- 
tains which protrude from the ice. 

Nansen believed that an Arctic explorer should be 
able to live the same life as the natives of the land he 
was exploring, and during his winter in Greenland 
he lived much with the Eskimos, sleeping in their 
rude huts of stone and dirt, and joining in tiieir hunts 
on land and sea. 

He learned many useful lessons of these people. 
One was how to make and manage a kayak, or Es- 
kimo boat, which he declares to be the handiest, 
lightest, and absolutely best small boat constructed. 

It was the knowledge that he gained during this 
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Greenland winter that enabled him to get cHie hmn 
dred and ninety-five milee nearer the North Pole 
than any one else had ever done. 

He also learned from his Arctic friends how to 
handle dog-teams. 

The Eskimos nse dogs for travelling as the Lap- 
landers use reindeer. The dogs are, however, much 
more difficnlt to handle, for while they are hardy, 
strong, intelligent, and willing, they do not make 
good servants. All their training cannot entirely 
tame them, and they have certain ways and habits 
which lessen their usefulness. 

They are, for instance, terrible fighters. 

Every one who possesses a canine friend knows that 
this is a very dog-like attribute, and one of which 
no dog, large or small, can be entirely broken. 

We all appreciate how unpleasant it is to be out 
walking with our favorite IVench bulldog, and sud- 
danlj have our be-ribboned aristocrat forget the dig- 
nity that his long pedigree should give him, and dash 
from our side to make tufts of hair fly from some- 
body else's equally be-ribboned poodle. 

Such an occurrence is serious enough — ^but it be- 
comes a matter of life and death when, miles from 
home in a fro2sen country , you are depending on your 
dogs to bring you safely back again, and your team 
forgets its duty and becomes a waving mass of legs 
and tails, from which you hear nothing but the howls 
of the vanquished. A dog-fight often becomes one of 
the aiort terrible catastrc^hes that can overtake an 
exploMT. 

With these fieree little Eskimo dogs, the result of 
such an encounter means generally the loss of two or 
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thxee, and a walk home with the wanuded saryivors 
oeeapying the sled. 

Under the ciroonadtanoes it is very neeessary to 
tmderstasid how to handle these useful but eoeentric 
beasts. . The Eskimos haye reduced this knowledge 
to a soi^ice, aad from them Nansen learned to be the 
mast^ of those dogs which were of so much service 
to him in his last and greatest expedition. 

This expedition was undertaken in June, 1893, and 
its object was to drift across the pole from Siberia to 
Greenland. 

During Nansen's Arctic experiences he had noticed 
that Ihe shores of Greenland were strewn with drift- 
wood of a kind also found on the shores of Siberia. 

The matter caused him some deep thought, and at 
length he arrived at the conclusion that there must 
be a current which crosses the Arctic Ocean and 
carries this material from Asia to Arnica. 

After much thought, he came to tiie conclusion that 
if he could only build hunself a vessel which would 
withstand &e pressure of theice, and once get into 
the stream, he and his vessel would be carried with 
the rest of the drift from Asia to America, and in the 
course of the trip would be borne right across the 
North Pole. 

It was a bold scheme, and for a time no one would 
listen to it, but Nansen's reputation stood him in 
good 0lead heve, and finally convinced people tiiat he 
must have a good foteidation for his belief. 

With tiie aid of a few weallhy persoae and the as- 
sistance of the King of Sweden, Nansen was aUe to 
have a suitable v^esnel bvult, and to make j^fepanrtions 
for the undettafcing. 
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The greateBt danger to Aroiio travel is the pressure 
of the ice. When the winter comes on, and the sea 
tries to freeze over, the currents and the tides, and 
the nnthawed blocks of ice that have been left from 
the last winter, cause a terrible distarbance. The 
ice, in its endeavor to pack itself solidly together, 
slides over itself with groans and creaks that sonnd 
like hmnan cries. 

The force the ice exerts under these circmnstanceB 
is enormous, so great indeed that it can cinsh big 
ships, and crack their sides as though they were no 
stronger than eggshells. 1 

Nansen could not hope to build a ship which 
should be strong enough to withstand this pressure, 
but he did hope to make one that would be able 
to rise above the ice, and escape the crushing alto- 
gether. 

His object was to have the sides so shaped that the 
ice would encounter a rounded surface on which it 
could not get any hold, and would therefore slide 
lower and lower down the sides of the ship until it 
at last met under the keel, lifting the ship above the 
dangerous pressure. 

The vessel, which Nansen called tiie Fram, was 
built according to his own plans, and whan finished 
was a clumsy-looking craft. 

In an ordinary sea she pitched and rolled so badly 
that everybody on board was seasick, and during the 
first few days of her trip the sailors were one and all 
afraid that she would roll completely over and go to 
the bottom. 

In the ice she behaved exactly as Nansen had ex^- 
pected she would, and, once frozen to the ice, gave 
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ihe explorer no anzietj that she would be cmBhed or 
wrecked. 

For three long years Nansen and his i>arfy were 
away on their expedition. Steaming from Norway 
to the coast of Siberia, where he took his pack of 
dogs on board, Nansen headed for the Polar Sea, and 
made all the speed he conld to reach the farthest 
north possible before the winter set in, and was finally 
frozen into the ice where he supxxMsed the current 
mnst be which was to bear him across the North 
Pole. 

To his infinite joy, he found, after weeks of uncer- 
tainty, that he was actually drifting with the ice, and 
that his theory was correct 

He did not go as directly north as he had hoped, 
and on IMarch 14th, 1896, after nearly three years of 
patient drifting, l.e made up his mind that the JFhram 
had gone as far north as sho would go, and that 
henceforth she woiQd take a southerly course. 

He was but three hundred and fifty miles from the 
Pole, and he determined to make an effort to reach 
it himself, with the aid of his dogs and kayaks. 

He therefore left the Fram, and, with but one man 
to bear him company, he made a dash for the Pole. 

He succeeded in covering ninety-five miles of the 
unknown ocean, and reached within two hundred and 
sixty-one miles of the Pole, but here he was obliged 
to turn back. All his dogs were dead and he had 
but two weeks' provisions left, so he turned his face 
south. 

His surmises about the From proved correct; she 
drifted south, and eventually reached Spitzbergen. 

The immediate scientific advantages of Nansen's 
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trip are that ha found the Pole vas ooyered bj efia, 
and that no land existed there, as so many perocms 
had believed. 

He found that the Polar Sea, far from being shal- 
low, as had also been snpixMted, was a wide sea of 
vaat depth. 

He explored manj of the lands that lie in the Pcdar 
Sea, and made bseFvations that will be of immense 
value to geologists and botanists. 

Greatest of all, he proved fliat it is possible for 
men to undertake the perils and hardships of an 
Arctic expedition vithoot loss of life or healtii. The 
first of his achievemeoitB was the proof that th^» m 
a current from Asia to America, in which the Fmm 
drifted ior three yeara, noi, it is true, carrying him 
to Greenland, as he had expected, bat none the leas 
taking him across the froaen sea, and laiiding his 
vessel at Spitzbergen. 

Next to it come the ease and consf ort with whieh 
this tremendous undertaking was aceom^^hed. 

During all these long years he did not lose a man, 
nor indeed were any of his companions eisk; the 
doctor of the expedition had to study diseases of 
dogs to keep his hand in, so little work was theva for 
him to do. 

The story of the voyage reads like the journal of a 
quiet family at home, it is so peaceful and unevent- 
ful. It tells no tales of hardshix)s and privationa, no 
sickness or suffering from the isoktion. 

It is instead the record of a wellnDrdered household, 
in which each man performed the duties assigned!^ to 
him, duties which gave each enough esereise to tire 
him out and make him long tor the quiet hoars of 



Unb TRObat is Oofna (Pn in ft S583 

reading or okess-playiiig, or gameB, which weve to 
follow in the cabin when the day's work was done. 

During the entire trip Nansen and his men per- 
formed the yarions duties of their Uves, tom and 
turn about, the difference of occupation giving the 
men the change necessary to keep them in health 
and spirits. 

The journal tells of little sim^e festivities, with 
processions round the ship, to celebrate Ghriskmas 
and birthdays. Of the extra dinaers piepaied for 
these great occasions, dinners which mads the men 
feel a littte tight about the waist and sleepy at the 
grand entertainment which always closed a holiday. 

The book is full of those little simple nothings 
which seem hardly worth telling to the ontnde 
world, and which are so full of meaning to those 
who ^ve lived them tiirough. 

Tiie diary is cmly here and there varied witii an 
account of a bear-hunt, or a dog-fight, or a wily bear 
coming along and stealing a dog or two for his own 
private consumption. It is at times hard to realize 
that these men of whom the journal treats were 
heroes ready to sacrifice their lives in the interest of 
science, and that in this peaceful, homeUke way the 
greatest voyage of the century was being made. 

It will interest you to know that Nansen used every 
avMlable modern invention to help make his voyage 
successful and bearable. 

In the Arctic regions there are long months when 
there is no day. The sun disappears beneath the 
horizon, and doer! not appear again for weeks. Th^e 
is no day and no sunshine, only one long night. 

This time is the most trying period for Arctic 
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travellers, and many poor fellows have gone insane 
under the terrible oppression of the months of dark- 
ness. 

When this time came, and the sun had bidden its 
good-by to the JFVom, Nansen lighted his ship by 
means of electricity, generated from i)ower obtained 
from a windmill. When the wind failed the crew 
manned a capstan, an apparatus used for hauling 
anchors on board ship, and which Nansen applied 
to this excellent use. 

With light to work by, plenty of work to do, and 
books and games for the evenings, one would have 
thought the men were well supplied, but Nansen ad- 
ded yet one more pleasure to their store. A friend 
had made the expedition a present of a phonograph. 
Nansen had his faithful wife sing into it all the fa- 
vorite songs of the day, and so the sailors had one 
more comfort for their peaceful evenings, in the sing- 
ing of well-known ballads by a well-loved voice. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

THE five CompetUor prisoners have been released 
from Cabfloia fortress after an imprisonment 
of nearly twenty months. 

The names of these five men are : Alfredo Laborde, 
William Gildea, Ona Melton, William Leavitt, Charles 
Bamett. 

By the release of these five men Spain has given 
us a very decided proof of her desire to keep our 
friendship. 

She has not done the thing by halves either, for an 
order has been issued to return the prisoners any arms 
that had been taken from them, and to restore the 
schooner Competitor to its owners. 
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The five prisoners will sail for New York at once, 
and will have the happiness of eating their Thahks- 
giying dinners in their own country. 

Three of the five men agre native-born Americans; x 
of the other tw , one is an Englishman, and the other 
a naturalized American. 

Spain has, however, released them all uncondi- 
tionally. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

GENERAL Weyler has just arrived in Spain, and 
the trouble we were anticipating is about to 
begin. 

As we told you, his ship had to put into a Ouban 
port for repairs before he could really set sail for 
Europe, and at this i>ort he received a deputation of 
citizens, and repeated to them the speech which had 
made the Spanish Ministers so angry. 

He has been questioned as to the truth of the re- 
ports of this speech, but so far has avoided giving a 
direct answer, and complains that the reports are too 
long. 

He arrived at Corunna, but it was expected that he 
might land at Santander, and so his admirers in that 
city set to work to raise funds for a big reception to 
him. 

One of the features of the affair was to be a flight 
of rockets, six thousand in number, which, upon 
exploding, should scatter ribbons inscribed ^Yiva 
Weyler." 

Subscriptions were immediately started to secure 
the funds necessary for this magnificent display. 

After two weeks of uninterrupted labor the com- 
mittee had secured $7.80. 
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The penoiiB in charge of the fete became a little 
embamflsed how to spend tiiis emm. As it had been 
collected from, and aent bj, mknown admiieiSy it 
coald not be letimed. 

One practical friend snggeeted that one of the com- 
mittee should make a sketch of the celelxations as 
they had intended them to be, and spend the $7.80 
in having a nice photograph made for Weyler of the 
prox)oeed festiyities. 



^T^HE promised reforms have not jet been granted 
•L to the CnbanSy and it is reported that General 
Blanco is so annoyed at the condition of affairs that 
he is on the point of asking to be recalled. 

He finds he has been deceived about the stete of 
the Spanish army in Onba, and the dislike of the 
Spanish party in the island to Home Bnle has also 
been a sad stombling-block in his way. These peo- 
ple throw every possible obstacle in his path. 

The General feels that he is in a false position, and 
is most unhappy over ii 

Spain is expecting him to open a brilliant fall cam- 
paign, and he is nnable to do this because he finds 
himself at the head of <i body of ill-paid, hungry, and 
disaffected soldiers, who are neither fit for difficult 
work nor willing to undertake it. 

On the other hand, a portion of the Cubans are ex- 
pec&ng reforms and help from him, and this he can- 
not gi^e became he is hamx^ered by tiie iltwiU of the 
officials and the delays of the home Government. 

The peasants ha^e been permitted to retnm to their 
homes, and permission has been given to oonftaeftoe 
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sugar-grindbig. But in the prasent state of the ooirn- 
try this penniflsioii amountB to nothim;. The plan- 
ton have no money to pay ior gnndiiig sugar, and 
nnlees tiie Goyemment aids them it will be impossible 
for them to begin operations. 

The peasants have no homes to go to, and nnless 
they are cared for nntil they are able to ooie for them- 
selves they mnst starve. 

An edict was issmed arranging for eertain lines of 
cnltivation that were to be started by the peaaants, 
in the hope of helping them. The labovees engaged 
in this work were to report to the military oom- 
manders, and be under miUtaiy protectbii. 

Nothing farther has, however, been done to oanry 
out this plan, and indeed it seems donhtfal if any- 
thing can be done. Spain has no money, and the 
Spanish soldiers need food f<^ themsdt¥C» h o w then 
can the Spanish commanders supply the peasants 
with &rming implements and gvaiii, and oaie for them 
unta kindly earth yields its crop? 

G^eral Blaneo seems to have unearthed scnue seri- 
ous frauds during his investigation. He has asked 
the Spanish government to send out a general named 
Escribera to him, that he may make him account for 
the cattle which he is supposed to have supplied for 
the eonsumpkian of the army, but which ne^ier came 
to hand. 

In the mean time the Cubans ure gaining victories 
all over the island, and the leaders seem more deter- 
mined than ever to accept nothing but liberty bov^ 
the SfMudards. 

Oeneral Gomez has notified President MeEjknley 
of this fact. 



1588 tCbe Oreat IRount) Moclb 

He sent him a note in whioh lie recited the strug- 
glee and sufferings of the Cubans, reminded him of 
the blood that had been spilled in the cause of free- 
dom, and assured him again that under no circum- 
stances would the patriots end the war until Spain 
had given up the island. 

A Spanish general has been sent out by Blanco to 
tak ecommand of the eastern army, and reduce the 
rebels to submission. Bb reports, however, that the 
troops under him are in such a poor condition that 
he can exx)ect very little from them. 

In Si>ain the Carlists are causing a good deal of 
anxiety. The Pope has received certain information 
that a great rising is indeed contemplated. Espous- 
ing the cause of the infant King Alphonso, he has sent 
a letter to the Spanish clergy, desiring them to refrain 
from encouraging the rebeUion. 

There are constant rumors of risings, and arms and 
ammunition have been seized in several towns of 
Spain. 

It seems certain that Don Carlos is only waiting 
for a favorable opportunity to commence hostilities. 



THE sheriff and deputies who shot at the strikers 
in the recent trouble at Hazleton have been in- 
dicted by the Grand Jury for murder, and must all 
be tried for this crime. 

The Grand Jury is a body of men, generally twenty- 
^our in number, whose duty it is to look into com- 
plaints of crimes that have been committed, and 
decide whether they are really serious enough to go 
to trial. 
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A trial by jury costs the people a great deal of 
money and time, and it would not be right to aUow 
this money to be expended unless it was pretty sure 
that a crime had been committed, and that the accused 
person was in some way connected with it. 

A man will sometimes accuse another of a crime for 
spite. If it were not for the Ghrand Jury the case 
would be brought before the judge, and it might take 
weeks for the accused man to prove his innocence, 
In the mean while he would have been branded 
by the world as a criminal. 

With the Grand Jury such a state of affairs is 
impossible. 

The Jury must first be convinced that the sup- 
posed crime has been committed, and then that the 
accused person is connected with it, before they find 
what is called a true bill, and allow the case to go to 
the courts. 

In the Hazleton case the Grand Jury has decided 
that a crime was committed by the deputies in firing 
on strikers, and the sheriff and his posse will have to 
prove that their action was justifiable, or else suffer 
the penalty of their crime. 

G. H. BOSENFELD. 



' 
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BOOK REVIEWS. 



STOET OF ULYSSES. 

' I 'Ui8 book consistB of a series of stories of the 
^ fortunes and misfortunes that befell Ulysses in 
his wanderings for ten years after the capture of 
Troy. The stories are arranged in a different order 
from that in the Odyssey, and form a most delightful 
narrative. The author, Agnes Spafford Oook, is an 
ezoellent Greek scholar, and has been very successful 
in making the deeper meanings of tiiis great poem 
shine through these stories of the trials of the wisest 
of Gi^ek heroes in his struggle ag.«inst tiiie efforts of 
the gods to prevent him firom returning to his native 
land. 

The book is well illustrated and attractively bound 
in cloth. Price, 60 cents. 

"PIERRE and His Poodle," by Elizabeth W. 
1 Ohampney, is a prettQy illustrated, bright 
little story of a litUe French boy and his master's 
poodle. Pierre, in his attempts to find Popotte, the 
runaway poodle, has many adventures, strange and 
fascinating. He finally recovers the dog, and the 
story winds up with happy futures in prospect for the 
hero and heroine and their friends. (Dodd, Mead & 
Go.) 
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LETTERS FROM OUR YOUNG FRSND& 

Mitov of " Great Sound World.** 

D£As Sib: — Being advised that The Okba.t Kouitd 
World was a veiy interesting and useful paper for use 
in the schoolroom, I have for several weeks been a sub- 
scriber for your magazine. It is needless to say that my 
pupils as well as myself have found the artieles c<»itauied 
thereia very inteieating. 

Ib your issue of November 4th I notice that there 
were printed several letters from a school in Foxboro^ 
Mass. 

As my pupHs aie interested in letter- writing, I think 
it would be a great incentive toward the accomplishment 
of good w(»rk in that direction if thqr niay be allowed 
to write a batch of letters to the editor of The Great 
Boinn) WoBLD, with the hope that one or two of the 
best of them will be printed in your paper. Hoping 
that you will give the letters, which I herewith enclose, 
your gvacious attention, I am 

Very truly yours, 

Habbiet B. Baymokd. 

Westpobt, CoiTN., November 11th, 1897. 

Deab Madam: 

We are only too happy to comply with your very 
pleasant request. It is our desire to be of service to 
our readers, and if the fact of writing to us will help 
them in their studies we shall be only too delighted 
to have them write to us as often as they feel inclined. 

Pray tell them that wa wiU take pleasure in answer- 
ing every good letter that we receive. Editob. 
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We take pleasure in publishing the two following 
letters from our little friends in Poplar Plains. 

All the letters were interesting, and showed that the 
young readers had studied The Gbeat Bound Wohld 
very carefully. We would have been delighted to 
publish them all, but space forbade. Editob. 

Dbab Editob: 

Tour paper is so veiy interesting that the teacher 
reads to us some of the stories, one of which I liked very 
much. It was about the forest fires, and we were very 
anxious to have the next paper come. Some of the other 
scholars of my school are going to write and tell you 
what they think is the best story. Grood-by, 

Your friend, 

Edna R. C. 

Wbstpobt, Comf., November 12th, 1897. 

Deab Editob: 

My teacher has been reading some veiy interesting 

articles from your paper, The Gbeat Boukd Wobld. 

I think the most interesting articles were about the 

forest fires, the Klondike regions, and about the large 

and useful bicycles, and about the great wars that are 

going on now. I think you are very kind in sending 

your paper to the people. 

Your friend, 

Ida B. K. 

Westpobt, Conn., November 12th, 1897. 

Deab Editob: 

I am very much interested about Cuba and all the 
wars that are going on, also about Klondike. 

I wish you would write something about the mines in 
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Mexico, because my father has gone down there to some 
mines. Yours truly, 

W. E. W. 
Ogdensbubg, November 14th, 1897. 

Deab Young Friend: 

Many thanks for your kind letter. 

We will be glad to chat with you about the mines 
in Mexico as soon as we can find space. 

The Great Bound World is a news^^j^r. We try 
to tell you week by week of the important events that 
have been happening in the world. We have there- 
fore but little room in our pages for any stories that 
are not closely connected with some recent event. 

To give you pleasure we will endeavor to make 
room in the earUest nnmber possible. 

In the mean while, will you not send us an account 
of the mine to which your father has gone? He has 
probably written home to you and told you some in- 
teresting things which we should all like to know. 
Won't you write us another letter, giving us your 
father's account of the mine he has gone to? 

Editor. 
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E^VENTION AND 



^^K'.m^ 



pOOEET-KNIFE.— Here k an exeeUent thing in 
* pockeirknives. 

Attached to the handle is a revolving plate which, 
when the knife is opened, tarns round and catches 
the blade firmly, making it impossible for it to close 
and holding it absolutely rigid. 

So many accidents have occtirred through the slix>- 




ping of the pocket-knife that it seems strange such a 
simple device as this should not have been thought 
of before. 

We are aware that there have been several knives 
made with springs to hold the blade firmly when 
open, but these have all been large and clumsy knives, 
whereas the one illustrated is really what it pretends 
to be — a x)ocket-knife. G. H. B« 
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GEBMANY is famishing us with some interesting 
news this week. 

She has successfully accomplished something 
which, to simple folks who are not diplomatists, 
seems like a plain, every-day case of robbery. 

Here is the story of it, and you can judge for your- 
selves. 

Some German missionaries have been killed in 
China, and Germany has seized a Chinese port in 
revenge. 

Missionaries are, as you know, holy and devoted 
men who go to far countries to spread the knowledge 
of the Gt3spel among heathen and unenlightened 
people. 

These good men have always suffered much for 
their faith. They go wherever their duty calls, and 
even carry their message of peace to the terrible can- 
nibals who kill and eat men. 

In the early annals of our own country we have rec- 
ords of the terrible sufferings endured by these good 
men in their missionary work among the redskins. 

Copyright, 1897, by The Gbbat Round World Publlshiog Company. 
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Missionaries count their perils and their privations 
as nothing if they can but do the work of Gk>d. 

Every government is particularly careful to do all 
that it can to protect ite missionaries, and if ignorant 
savages do them harm, an attempt is always made to 
punish the wrongdoers, to teach them that these ser- 
vants of God are well protected. 

The German Catholic Church some time ago estab- 
lished a mission in Shantung Province, China. Be- 
cently the sad news was received in Berlin that the 
mission at Yen Chu Fu had been attacked, and two 
missionaries killed. 

The shameful deed was at first attributed to 
pirates, but later it was found that it had been 
planned by the governor of the province in revenge 
for some old grievance. 

Following this outrage came news that the captain 
of a German gunboat had been attacked by a Chinese 
mob, which also insulted the German flag by throw- 
ing stones at it. 

The Government was extremely angry at this, and 
immediately demanded an explanation from China. 

The Chinese Government expressed its sorrow for 
the occurrence, and sent orders to the governor of 
Shantung to arrest and punish the offenders. 

Germany was informed of the action taken by the 
Chinese Government, which, it is said, used all pos- 
sible diligence and haste to bring the offenders to 
justice; so much diligence, in fact, that on the 15th 
of the month the governor of Shantung telegraphed 
that he had arrested four of the culprits. 

Germaoy, however, went right ahead in her own 
way, without paying any heed to the efforts China 
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was making to appease her ; and to the intense surprise 
of the world, simultaneously with the news of the ar« 
rests came word that Germany had seized one of the 
Chinese harbors in the Yellow Sea. 

The Yellow Sea is on the east of China, and is 
formed by the peninsula of Korea. Shantung, 
where the missionaries were killed, is a province 
bordering on the Yellow Sea, and the fortified bay 
captured by the Germans is called Kiao Chou, and is 
an excellent harbor on the Shantung Coast, with the 
town of Kiao lying at its head. 

This harbor was guarded by three forts, which 
were manned by fifteen hundred Chinese soldiers. 

Without word or warning the German admiral 
entered the bay, steamed up opposite the forts, and 
ranged his ships in line of battle. He then sent word 
to the Chinese commander that the three forts must 
be vacated within three hours or he would bombard 
them. 

The Chinese commander made no answer, so the 
German admiral proceeded to land a force of men to 
take possession of the place. 

The Chinamen watched the proceedings without 
making any demonstration, and allowed the Germans 
to land six hundred soldiers and several guns with- 
out making an effort to prevent them. 

As soon, however, as the force began to march 
upon the forts, the Chinese became panic-stricken, 
and fled helter-skelter to the hills. 

The Germans marched into the forts in good order, 
and took possession of them without striking a blow. 
They then hauled down the Chinese flag and ran up 
their own in its place. 
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It was found that the Chinese commander and his 

. family had not fled with the rest of the garrison, and 

as these people promptly placed themselves under 

the protection of Germany, there was no trouble with 

them. 

The German soldiers proceeded to man the forts, 
and Germany is now in possession of them. It is 
believed that she means to keep them. 

Ohina is justly indignant at this act on the part of 
Germany, and fuUy realizes that she has good cause 
to declare war; but she is so weak in military and 
naval force that she is not able to resent the outrage, 
and the robbers are likely to be able to hold their 
prize. 

Eurox)e is astonished that Germany should have 
committed such a daring act. It has been understood 
by all the European nations that when savages mis- 
behave, the only way to teach them manners is to 
step in and seize their lands ; but Ohina is not a sav- 
age country, and the Chinese cannot be treated like 
ignorant barbarians. Every one is wondering what 
the outcome will be. 

Germany evidently expects war, and is preparing for 
it. She has withdrawn her troops from Crete, and 
has sent them to the East, it is supposed to Kiao 
Chou. 

Tou remember, of course, that when the Powers 
occupied Crete, each nation in the combination landed 
a certain number of soldiers on the island to help 
preserve peace. 

Some of these soldiers have been at Crete ever 
since, and some have been withdrawn. England 
called hers away some time since, and now Germany, 
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having nse for her soldiers in Ghina» has ordered hers 
to other duty. 

It is said that the Emperor William has long de- 
sired to own a x)ort in China, and that he has used 
the murder of the missionaries as a pretext to help 
him gain his ends. 

We told you last week of his desire to increase the 
German navy. To accomplish this, it will be neces- 
sary for him to do as other nations do, that is, have 
X)orts all over the world where he can coal and repair 
his ships. He has therefore looked with longing 
eyes on Kiao Chou. 

This harbor is one of the best along the coast; so 
good, indeed, is it, that Bussia has been mA^iTig offers 
to buy it. It has a great advantage in being fax away 
from the British and Bussian ports, thereby dimin- 
ishing the chances of interference. 

The Chinese have protested against Qermany's un- 
lawful act, and asked her when she proposes to with- 
draw her troops, as they have secured the offenders, 
and removed all cause of offence. Germany has made 
no reply, so China fears she means to keep the harbor 
she has taken. 

Many i)eople believe that some such act has long 
been contemplated by the Emx>eror. 

C9iina has, however, appealed to Bussia for help, 
and as France and England are equally interested in 
the matter, serious trouble may ensue. 

Bussia has more than doubled her fleet in the Yel- 
low Sea, and has now thirty-eight vessels in the 
lieighborhood. England, France, and America have 
^o sent ships thither. 

From tbe mim w we Imow it, it mmm m if Qei^ 



1^00 JSbc Otcat Hound WotVb 

many had oomxnitted a very shameful act; but when 
we hear both sides of the question^ we may find that 
she has only done the right thing for the preservation 
of her national honor. 



-' I ^nri Snltan of Turkey has been getting into trouble 
•L again. Both Bossia and Austria have been mak- 
ing things unpleasant for him. 

Since his successes in the war he has begun to 
think himself a very important sovereign, and both 
Bussia and Austria decided that if he were not 
checked he might become a very dangerous neighbor, 
so they met in consultation, and laid their plans for 
checking his ambition. 

They first incited Bulgaria to rebel. 

Bulgaria is a small principality on the north of 
Turkey, which is under the sovereignty of Turkey. 
Bulgaria enjoys home rule, and is governed by a 
prince elected by the people; the prince must not, 
however, be a member of any of the reigning families 
of Europe. Bulgaria is, however, a tributary state, 
and has to contribute toward the support of Turkey. 

Instigated by Austria and Bussia, Bulgaria de- 
manded several small favors from the Sultan, inso- 
lently adding that if they were not granted she would 
declare her independence and throw off the yoke of 
Turkey. 

Now until the peace with Geece is absolutely signed 
and sealed, the Sultan of Turkey cannot afford to 
quarrel with anybody, so he was obliged to give in, 
and grant Bulgaria's demands ; but her independence 
made him feel somewhat uneasy, and so he sent a 
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number of soldiers to the Bulgarian frontier, to make 
sure that the Bulgarians behaved. 

This was exactly what Austria and Bussia desired. 
With her troops scattered, and uneasy nations on her 
borders, Turkey is much less dangerous. 

The Bulgarian matter had hardly been settled when 
Austria discovered a new means of checking Turkey. 

The Turkish officials in Asia Minor ill-treated an 
Austrian subject. He was the agent of the Austrian 
Lloyd's Steamship Company at Mersina, and had 
been summarily expelled from the city by order of 
the officials. 

The Austrian consul at once interfered, and was 
grossly insulted by the Mutessarif , who is a sort of 
mayor, and also by the Vali, or governor, of Adana, 
in which province Mersina is situated. Adana is 
one of the Turkish provinces on the Mediterranean 
Sea, and Mersina is one of its chief seaport towns. 

The incident being exactly what Austria had been 
wishing for, a great deal was made of it. The Aus- 
trian ambassador at Constantinople sent word that 
his flag had been insulted, and demanded that Turkey 
should formally salute the Austrian flag, that both of 
the offending officials must be immediately dismissed, 
and the agent given money damages. 

The ambassador informed the Sultan that, in case 
of refusal, he should leave Constantinople, and sever 
all diplomatic relations with Turkey, and that war- 
ships should proceed to Mersina and bombard it. 

The Sultan did not like to be treated in this way, 
and took time to decide what he should do. 

The ambassador sent a second letter, when he had 
waited as long as he thought right for an answer to 
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his first, with the added demand that Turkey should 
also pay the claims of the Oriental Bailroad Com- 
pany, and that the matter should be decided inside of 
eight days. 

The claim of this railroad company was for carry- 
ing troops during the war, and the biU for this ser- 
vice had not been paid. 

Now the Oriental Bailroad Company is not owned 
by Austria, but by Austrian citizens, and it was an 
unheard-of thing for a goyernment to seek to collect 
the private debts of her citizens at the cannon's 
mouth. Europe has, however, been doing remark- 
able things to Turkey for many years past. 

The Sultan dared not refuse Austria, any more 
than Bulgaria, until the peace with Greece was 
signed, and so was forced to agree to all of Austria's 
demands. 

In six days he had made up his mind, and a polite 
message was sent by the Porte (the Turkish Govern- 
ment) to Austria, that the ill-treatment of the Austrian 
citizen was a matter of deep regret, and that the 
Porte would pay the required money damages, would 
discharge the offending officials, and send warships 
to salute the Austrian flag ; and last, but not least, 
the Porte would pay the railroad company's bill, 
which amounted to the nice little sum of $1,250,000. 

The letter concluded by stating that the Sultan de- 
sired the good will of the Emperor of Austria, and 
hoped that nothing might intervene to endanger it. 

By this little action Austria and Bussia succeeded 
in weakening Turkey still more through her treas- 
ury ; but even then they were not satisfied. 

Bussia had found out that the Sultan intended to 
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spend part of ihe indemnity Torkey was to obtain 
from Greeoe in strengthening his navy; in fact, with 
Germany's help he meant to have the finest navy in 
the world. 

This did not snit Bnssia at all. It became known 
that Germany had arranged to supply Turkey with a 
perfectly equipped nayy--gnns, equipment, and aU 
complete — ^for one^uarier of the money coming from 
Greece. 

Turkey has been bankrupt for many years, and 
owes money to most of the nations of Europe, so 
when Bussia learned of this dangerous activity on 
her x)art, she took advantage of the old debts to pre- 
vent it. 

She sent word that if Turkey was in a position to 
buy a navy, she must be also in a i)osition to pay her 
debts, and therefore Russia would like to have the 
old account of 1878 settled. 

This is a war debt which Turkev owes Bussia be- 
cause of the last war between them. 

This debt is an extremely heavy one, and the Porte, 
becoming frightened lest Bussia should insist on its 
payment, hastened to inform the Czar that nothing 
definite had been arranged about the navy. 

Bussia replied that the moment Turkey shall at- 
tempt to build up her navy or increase her war sup- 
plies, she will insist on the payment of this debt. 

After a few days of reflection, the Porte informed 
the Bussian ambassador that Turkey had decided not 
to make any changes in her navy for the jxresent. 

Between th^n, Austria and Bussia have succeeded 
in crushing tba Sultan's ambition for the present. 
¥¥¥¥¥¥ 
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THESE are, however, not all of Abdul Hamid's 
troubles. 

Crete, which he had begun to regard as his right- 
ful proi)erty, has once more become a thorn in his 
side. 

Confident of his power, he has been assuming a 
haughty tone with the Greek ambassador sent to 
settle the treaty, and insisted that he accept the terms 
as they were without venturing on any changes. He 
has also kept his soldiers in Crete, and sent a Turk as 
governor of the island despite the protests of the 
Powers. 

He has, in fact, been doing pretty much as he 
pleased, believing that Europe was afraid of him, and 
that he was master of the situation. 

Now the Powers have combined to teach him the 
difference. They have joined together, and in round 
terms bidden him obey them or take the conse- 
quences. 

You remember that home rule was promised to 
Crete, and that (after the peace negotiations were 
signed) the Sultan announced that he would see 
about the reforms later. 

The Powers have now sent word to him that home 
rule must be granted to the island at once, the Turk- 
ish troops instantly withdrawn, and a Christian gov- 
ernor appointed. 

Word has been sent to Turkey that if she oppose 
the Powers they will blockade Constantinople. 

With aU these different complications to harass 
him, Abdul Hamid cannot be a very happy man. 
¥¥¥¥¥¥ 
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ris generally understood by those who make a 
study of such matters, that the arrival of Weyler 
in Spain will be followed by serious trouble for the 
Government. 

It is well known that he is opposed to Sagasta's 
rule, and so the Carlists, who would like to see Don 
Carlos on the throne, the Bepublicans, who would like 
to abolish the throne altogether, and several other 
lesser parties are approaching Weyler in the hope of 
attaching him to their cause. 

He has arrived in Barcelona, where he will remain 
for a few days, and will then go on to Majorca, his 
birthplace. 

Barcelona is known to be the headquarters of 
the Carlist revolution, and though Weyler has 
impUed that he belongs to neither CarUst nor 
Bepublican party, his sojourn in Barcelona will 
give him ample time to see how the land lies, 
and find out what profit there may be for him if 
he joins the Oarlists. 

It is reported that he desires to form a party 
of his own, which shall oppose home rule in 
Cuba, and uphold the kind of warfare that he 
waged as the only means of saving the colony for 
Spain. 

This is a clever idea of his, for he is likely to find 
many adherents among the merchant?, who are dis- 
satisfied with Sagasta's plan for home rule, and for 
giving tiie Cuban legisktaxe the right to fix the tariff 
on all goods sent into Cuba. 

The merchants want the tariff ^uranged by Spain 
M it always has beeui and they want it so fixed 
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that Cubans will be obliged to bay their goods in 
Spain. 

One of Onba's greatest oaiuieB of complaint was the 
high tariff which Spain imposed on all goods enter- 
ing Cnba except those of Spanish mannfactare. 
This tariff made it impossible for Cubans to buy their 
goods in any of the European markets, and compelled 
them to take the class and quality of goods which 
Spain chose to send them, and to -p&j whatever price 
Spain demanded for them. 

Perhaps you will find this a little hard to nnder- 
standy so we will try to make it a little clearer to you. 

All countries are anxious to find markets for the 
goods they produce. It is for this reason that we 
have passed our present tariff bill. 

The United States wishes to make a market for the 
goods manufactured here, and so she has laid a heavy 
tariff or duty on all goods brought into this country 
that are similar to those that we make here. A cer- 
tain fixed number of cents has to be paid for every 
pound, gallon, or yard of such goods bef(»e they can 
be brought into the country. 

The importers cannot, of course, afford to lose this 
money, and so they have to add it to the price of the 
goods, which thus become more expensive than the 
same class of articles manufactured here. It is there- 
fore to the housekeeper's advantage to buy home- 
made goods in preference to foreign, and thus a 
market is made for the home products. 

Spain considers her colonies her rightful market, 
and therefore has placed a high duly on forei^ 
goods. The Cuban housewives therefore found it to 

tbeir advwtage tQ W Spanish good«* Oiib# i» oi 
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course too small an island to manufacture many things 
fox herself. 

This seemed fair enough, but unfortunately, the 
Spanish goods thus forced on the Cubans were not sat- 
isfactory to them, and were, moreover, sold at prices 
much too high for their value. The Cubans found 
that were they allowed to go to the world's markets 
for their supplies, they could live for half what it 
cost them under Spanish rule, and rebelled against the 
power that was treating them so unfairly. 

The question of tariff is said to be the most serious 
stumbling-block in the way of home rule for Cuba. 
It has been said by both Spanish and Cuban diplo- 
mats that, if it is enforced, the Spanish merchants 
will rise in rebellion against the Gk)vemment. 

The Spanish ministers are, however, determined 
to carry home rule through. The plan is now com- 
pleted, and has been approved by the ministers, re- 
ceived t£e Queen's signature, and become a law. 



reassembling of Congress and the President's 
Message are drawing near again. 

People are speculating as to the course the Presi- 
dent will recommend in regard to Cuba and Hawaii. 

It is thought that he will suggest patience toward 
Spain until the promised reforms have had time to be 
put in effect, and that if these reforms seem wise and 
just we shall not uphold the island in her rebellion. 

As to Hawaii, it seems a foregone conclusion that 
annexation wiU be recommended, and wiU be an ac- 
complished fact in a short space of time. 
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THE Competitor prisoners have just landed in 
this country. The stories they teU of the hard- 
ships they endnred and the oraelties practised on 
them are heartrending. 

They declare that they were condemned to death 
without a hearing, and were forced to choose a Span- 
iard to defend them at the mockery of a trial which 
they were given. 

This man laughed when they told him they were 
not guilty, and never oi)ened his lips to plead for 
them, or to ask that they be allowed to make their 
own statements. 

When they had been adjudged guilty he offered a 
half-hearted plea for mercy. 

They were so shockingly treated and so badly fed 
while in jail that they have come back mere shadows 
of their former selves, and weak, lame, and maimed. 



•^ I ^hri result of the Cuban election has at last been 
•L made known, but we find that the new presi- 
dent is not Capote after all, but Bartolome Maso. 

The election should have taken place on the 2d of 
September, but owing to the absence of several dele- 
gates it did not occur until early in November. 

Senor Mendez Capote presided over the meetings, 
and it was probably this which made x)eople think 
that he had been elected president. 

The election was very orderly. Maso was elected 
president by a large majority, and Capote vice-presi- 
dent. Maximo Qomez was made commander-in^ 
chief of tlie Oubfm forces. 
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The fact that the election had been accomplished 
in such a peaceful manner is considered a proof of 
the great strength of the revolution, and has made a 
good impression on the world geners^y. 



^TTEOSE dreadful Austrian deputies are still quar- 
^ relling ! 

The Beichsrath reassembled a few days ago, and 
continued to indulge in a mild form of misbehavior, 
which suddenly developed into the most shocking 
riot that has as yet occurred. 

The old language question came up. 

A number of petitions had been presented to the 
Parliament against the decree making it necessary 
for officials in Bohemia to understand both the Ger- 
man and Czech languages. 

It was proposed, as these petitions were nearly all 
alike, that one would be chosen from them and read 
to the House, and the others merely accepted as 
reiterations of the same sentiments. 

This project raised a most fearful outcry from the 
opposition, and was the signal for such a scene of 
violence that the very visitors in the galleries leaned 
over the railings and called shame on the deputies. 

The President susx)ended the sitting, and then had 
to fly for his life, for the deputies, angry that he 
should attempt to control them, made a rush for his 
desk, calling him aU the unpleasant names they could 
think of. 

The Bohemian deputy. Dr. Wolff, at once assumed 
the lead. He was the first to reach the tribune or 
raised platform on which the President sits, and seiz- 
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iBg the bell which was placed on the table, he swung 
it to and fro, shouting and screaming to make him- 
self heard. 

Then another deputy, deciding that he would like 
to have the bell, fell upon Dr. Wolff, and a free fight 
began. 

The deputies struck one another, tore one another's 
clothes, and at last got out their pocket-knives and 
began to use them as daggers. 

Some of the spectators rushed out for the police, 
and a few of the members went in pursuit of the 
President, insisting that he should return and quell 
the disturbance. 

After much trouble he succeeded in restoring order, 
just as the police appeared on the scene. 

Dr. Wolff defied everybody and everything, and 
announced his intention of coming to the next session 
with revolvers in his x>ockets. 

A Cabinet council was called in the evening, and 
the idea of dissolving the Parliament was openly dis- 
cussed. 

Even this did not frighten the crazy ruffians who 
form the Austrian Parliament. 

At the next session, doors had been erected and 
passages blocked, so that the President could not be 
attacked on the tribune, and an attempt made to get 
on with business. 

The Government had been busy in the interval, and 
had prepared a motion that aU persons guilty of dis- 
orderly conduct in the Beichsrath should be suspended 
for a certain number of d^ys, and deprived of their 
pay for that time. 

The President read the motion, amid the howls of 



Hnt> xnibat is Ooina <9n in ft t6U 

Wolff and his parfy. It is said that the whole affair 
rnn^t have been arrai^ed beforehand, for not a word 
of the motion oould be heard in the house. But all the 
same, as the President ceased to speak, the supxK)rters 
of the GoYemment rose as one man, and accepted the 
resolution. 

You hardly need to be told what followed. 

The ridiculous Dr. Wolff had been standing in 
front of the tribune with a cab-whistle at his lips, on 
which he blew incessantly during the reading of the 
resolution. Wh^i it was read and passed despite 
him, his rage knew no bounds; he started to clamber 
over the obstructions, and made for the President, 
followed by several other equally infuriated mem- 
bers. 

The President did not wait for them to reach him, 
but, seizing his bell, fled in hot haste. 

Count Badeni, who had been present, was also 
forced to flee, as the mob of angry men sought to do 
him injury. 

After an interval the President returned and ad- 
journed the meeting, and immediately on his with- 
drawal carx)enters entered the hall and began to build 
a high and strong fence around the unfortunate man's 
tribune. 

Despite the rioting, the Government feels that it 
has at last got the best of the unruly ihembers. 
From now on they can be fined and suspended and 
excluded from the Beichsrath until the sentence has 
expired. 

It is to be hoped that the idiotic Dr. Wolff will be 
given a recess of several weeks. He seems to x^ed 
rest from his Parliamentary duties. 
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The Tinnily party, which is opposed to the Gk>vem- 
ment, is infuriated at the passing of the resolution. 

They declare that it was a violation of their consti- 
tational rights, and a meeting was held to decide what 
they should do about it. Nothing was, however, 
decided ui)on. 



A TERRIBLE fire has occurred in London dnring 
the past week. 

It is the worst fire that has visited the ciliy since 
the Qreat Fire in 1666, when the whole heart of the 
city was bnmed. 

This fire, though it consumed 13,000 Iiouses and 
laid waste 400 streets, compelling 200,000 persons to 
camp out in the country, has always been regarded 
as one of the greatest blessings London ever knew. 

London had been visited by a terrible plague, and 
the city was built with such cramped and narrow 
streets, the upper stories of the houses projecting and 
nearly touching one another, that the infection was 
borne from house to house, and it did not seem pos- 
sible to stamp out the disease, because there was 
no means of properly airing and purifying the 
city. 

The horrible disease would seem to have passed 
away, when suddenly there would be a fresh outbreak, 
carrying off hundreds of victims, and bringing terror 
into every heart again. 

Then the great fire broke out. For four days it 
raged and consumed everything in its path, but at 
the same time it so thoroughly purified the city that 
the plague was stamped out for good and all. 
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The present fire occurred in the most crowded part 
of the city, in the heart of the business quarter. 

London is not laid out like an American city, in 
blocks and squares, with broad straight avenues run- 
ning for miles, crossed at regular intervals with wide 
and open streets. 

It is, in the older part, a network of narrow road- 
ways, with courts and alleys lying back of them. 
The streets turn and bend and twist and go in every 
direction, and leading out of them are other little 
winding streets. These side turnings are deUghtful 
for those who know London well, because you can 
turn down here and up there, and cut off comers 
this way and save miles that way, by threading 
through these strange byways that lead in and out 
of the highways. 

In case of fire, these time-saving lanes and alleys 
are most dangerous to the welfare of the city, for 
they are very narrow, with houses on either side, and 
flames can Easily reach from one side of the street to 
the other. 

This is precisely what happened at the recent fire. 
It sprang from side to side of these narrow ways, 
until much of the business portion of London was in 
flames. 

There has been a good deal of talk about this fire, 
because the first engine did not reach the scene of 
the disaster until fifteen minutes after the call had 
been sent, and it has been said that the English fire- 
men are not nearly so exx>ert as the American. 

It seems hardly fair to criticise the English fire- 
men without knowing the difficulties they had to con- 
tend with. Some of the streets through which they 
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had to drive are hardly wide enough for two vehicles 
to pass, and the fire ooonrring at midday, all these 
ways were blocked with carts. 

The English firemen cannot drive as rapidly and 
recklessly as onr firemen do on onr wide avenues, for 
any attempt at such driving would mean certain 
destruction to engine and apx)aratus. 

The English alarm system does not api)ear to be 
so perfect as ours, but otherwise the same engines 
are used, and the department is finely organized. 
The arrangement of the city is all that prevents them 
from doing the quick and effective work that we can 
accomplish. 

When a fire breaks out here, it is the duty of the 
person discovering it to run to the nearest fire-alarm 
box, and, opening the box, pull down the hook he 
will see inside. This causes a signal-number to ap- 
-peax on the key-board in front of the operator at head- 
quarters. 

The number tells him the district in which the fire 
has occurred, and with one touch of a telegraphic 
key he sends out an alarm to the thirty-odd engine- 
houses in the neighborhood of the fire. 

The pressure on the key at headquarters releases 
the horses in the stalls of the various engine-houses. 
Instantly these clever beasts dash out of their boxes 
and place themselves at the shafts, the collar clasps 
around their necks and harnesses them to the engine ; 
the men slide down the poles to their places, the gates 
swing ox)en, and the engine is out and dashing along 
the road in less time than it takes to tell about it. 

By the use of regularly appointed signals, the first 

ftreimii who mrriTes at the fire cm Udorsu bead* 
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quarters just how serious the fire is, and whether 
more engines should be sent. 

On one occasion a great fire broke out in the busy 
IMirt of New York city. It was a serious fire; and 
according to the records at headquarters, in less than 
four minutes the first batch of engines had arrived 
and three extra calls had been sent out, which were 
speeding half the engines in the city to the scene of 
the fire. 

It will interest you to know that the fire depart- 
ment of the city of New York has reached such a 
degree of excellence that the risk of serious damage 
and loss by fire has been greatly reduced, and, in 
consequence, the insurance companies have lowered 
the rate of insurance; that is to say, they do not 
charge people as much money to insure their prox)erty 
this year as they did last year and have done for 
many years past. 



^TTHE anxiety about Professor Andree has increased. 
^ The steamer which left Tromso, Norway, in 
search of the explorer has returned, and reports that 
no traces of him could be found. Search parties were 
sent out in every direction, but nothing could be dis- 
covered. 

The vessel sailed on November 5th and returned on 
the 21st, and her crew declare that a most vigilant 
search was made. 

The vessel was sent in consequence of the report 
brought in by the wrecked whalers that they had 
heard cries for help. 

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ 
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ASTBANGE freak of nature is reported from 
Eansas. 

The railroad station of Bozel, eighteen miles from 
Lamed, has been swallowed up. 

When the people in the neighborhood went to bed 
at night, the station was in its usual place; in the 
morning the station, two or three small elevators, and 
a few other small buildings had disappeared. 

Investigation proved that they had been swallowed 
up, and had disappeared in a chasm. 

The depth of this rent in the earth cannot be de- 
termined. The hole is said to be about an acre in ex- 
tent, of oblong shape, with walls reaching straight 
down for seventy feet, at which depth the hole is 
filled with dark, stagnant water, into which anything 
that is thrown immediately sinks. 

No lives were lost, as no one remains at the station 
over night. 

The interest of the surrounding country is intense, 
and many theories are advanced as to the cause of the 
catastrophe. 

Some think that the station dropped into an im- 
mense cave, and others that it was caused by the un- 
derflow of the Arkansas Eiver, which is overflowing 
its banks at the present time. Others think that this 
section of Kansas is over an immense underground 
river or sea. 

A similar accident occurred in Meade County, 
E^sas, ten years ago. A section of land crossed by 
a public road disappeared in a single night, leaving a 
chasm which is a notable landmark to-day. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 
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THE plans for the Bronx Park Zoological Gardens 
in New York city have been perfected, and are 
now before the Park Board for acceptance. 

From all accounts, the new Zoo will be one of the 
finest animal gardens in the world. 

It will cover two hundred and sixty-one acres of 
land, and is to combine picturesque scenery for the 
pleasure of the visitor, with roomy quarters and as 
nearly natural conditions a^ possible for the animals. 

The buffaloes are to have a huge field appropriated 
to their use, where they can roam at will. The 
visitors who wish to see them must cUmb a wooded 
hill, from which they can view the beasts without 
disturbing them. 

The lions and tigers are to have open cages, where 
they can romp and play. 

It is proposed to paint the walls that divide these 
cages one from another with African landscapes, so 
that the captives may feel as much at home as pos- 
sible. 

The monkeys in the new Zoo are to be accommo- 
dated with a little artificial forest, where they can roam 
freely. The birds are to have a huge tree-grown 
aviary, with bathing-ponds and every desired luxury. 

The gardens being so large, and the extent of the 
domain of each class of animals so spacious, it has 
been found necessary to arrange a means for the visi- 
tors to see all the beauties of the Zoo without undue 
fatigue. 

It has therefore been decided to use electric motor- 
carriages throughout the park. Two fine roadways 
are to be constructed, which are to meander through 
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the gardens, taking in all the buildings, ranges, 
animal enclosures, and lakes and x)onds. 

One roadway is for vehicles going in one direction, 
and the other for carriages going in the opposite way . 
By this means the visitors will be able to see every- 
thing in the gardens without getting tired. 

This must be a lesson taught by the World's Fair 
in Chicago. There you had no choice between walk- 
ing until you almost dropped from fatigue, or being 
wheeled about (at ruinous expense) in an invalid- 
chair by a stripling youth who would pant and per- 
spire until stout and healthy passengers felt in duty 
bound to get out and walk to save their charioteer's 
further exertion. 

Q. £L BOSEKTEU). 
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INVEPmON AND DISCOVERY. 

CDBRTOOMB AND BBUSH COMBINED.— 
ThiB is snch a fioe article for the comfort of oni- 
animal friends that we oannot refrain from telling oar 
joung readers about it. 

Many of you may have ciurried a horse, or stwod 
by during the process, and watched him shmg and 
twitch with pleasure as the little 
iron teeth scratched his skin, 
and have seen his coat grow 
glossy and satiny as the brash 
was applied as soon as the car- 
rying was over, 

Now this operation is most 
delightfal to a horse; it is to 
him what taking a bath is to as; 
and properly done it makes him 
feel fresli and vigoroas and quite 
happy to do his master's work. 

If it is not well done lie feels 
restless and dirty, and the poree 
of his skin become cl<^ged, and 
the good horse gets sick. 

Currying a horse is quit© hard work, and lazy 
grooms do not like to do it, and so they have in- 
vented a means of shirking the brushing which is 
very unkind to the horse. 

Every owner wishes to see his animals with glossy, 
shimug coats, and bo bad grooms, to save the trouble 
of currying and brushing, will rnb the horse over 
with a olotli dipped in kerosene. The coat wiU shine 
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beautifully, but the x)oor horse is made most nncoiu- 
fortable. 

The currycomb and brush prevents this wicked 
practice, by making the cleaning of the horse so easy 
that it is not wortii the ksdest man's while to oil the 
horse instead of currying him. 

As you will see by the illustration, the currycomb 
has a dandruff brush attached to its outer edge. As 
the comb is withdrawn the brush passes over the skin 
that has been curried, brushes it clean of dandruff, 
and makes it smooth and glossy. After one good 
currying with this device the nag is ready for har- 
ness, his coat sleek, shiny, and, above all, clean. 

You young people who are the happy owners of 
horses, must always make sure that the gloss on 
your favorite's coat is the result of health and clean- 
liness, and not kerosene. 



CAB-STEP. — This excellent device is the invention 
of a young lady of Pittsfield, Illinois. 

Every one who has travelled in Pullman cars knows 
the discomfort of that last step before you reach the 
ground. It is true that tiie porter is always waiting 
with a littie wooden stool on which you step from 
the high car-step above, but for old people or lame 
people or nervous people there is always the dread 
that they may miss the littie stool, and be tumbled 
over on the platform. 

This invention is to prevent any such difficulty. 

The steps of the Pullman cars can only be a certain 
length, and must not jut out beyond the sides of the 
car, otherwise they would be liable to be torn off 
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when the car poBses through tunnels or oairow 
phuiea. It is therefore impossible to have them 
built flpDy longer than they are at present. The new 
invention, hoveveT, adds a step without going beyond 
the proper limit. 

It is done in this way : The step is made of iron, 
and is joined to the regular wooden atepe by atrong 



rods. When the train is in motion the extra step 
folds nndet the car-step. When the train stops the 
porter touchea a lever, and down comes the extra step, 
making the deacent from the oar as easy as walking 
downstairs. 

It IB a £ne invention, and we hope soon to see it 
used on all PuUman ears. 

G. H. K. 
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BOOK REVIEWS* 



1 r1 



BE has JQst bean pablished a oollecidon of 



sketoheB and essays by Charles Dickens which 
have hitherto been uncollected and none of which 
has been reprinted in the United States. This can- 
not fail to be an extremely interesting book to the 
great army of admirers of Dickens. His books al- 
ways bear the unmistakable imprint of the master 
novelist's mind— in his fun, satire, and humor going 
hand in hand, as well as in his sincerity and interest 
in the x>oor. Everything that Dickens wrote has 
upon it the mark of genius, and this book will come 
as a delight to many. 

C Old Lamps for New Ones, and Other Sketches 
and Essays, " by Charles Dickens. The New Amster- 
dam Book Comi>any : 860 pages, cloth, $1.26.) 



PRIZE CX)NTEST* 

OWING to the improx)er character of many of the 
prize contests which have recently been offered 
by many papers and to the criticisms which have 
been called forth by them, we have decided that it is 
best to withdraw the contest begun in No. 66. We 
know that these contests are of great interest to our 
readers, and hope that we shall be able to renew them 
in the near future without subjecting ourselves to the 
risk of criticism which so properly attaches to any of 
the prize contests being published. 




M)RLD 

AND WHA T 15 GOING ON IN \T 

Vol. 1 DscfiacBER 16, 1897. No. 58 



WHEN we take up our history books and read 
the accounts of the great deeds that have been 
done, we are very apt to wonder how the people felt 
in those times, and if it was not much more exciting 
to live history than it is to learn it. 

We have an opportunity of judging for ourselves 
how it feels, for we are now living through a very 
imi)ortant chapter of history. 

Cuba, Turkey, Haiti, and Hawaii are all making 
history for us that will make very stirring reading 
for the scholars that come after us, and now Austria 
has joined in the procession, and is giving us an epi- 
sode that will make one of the most exciting pages in 
that country's history. 

The present occurrences in Austria are of the ut- 
most importance to the world. They show that the 
time has passed when kings can rule as absolute 
monarchs^ and tiiat the voice of the people must be 
listened to. 

We told you of the anger of the Austrian people 
against Count Badeni and his Gk^vemment, and how 

CopfHglit, 1807, by Tbb Grbat Rottnd World PublishiDg Company. 
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the Emperor approved of him and his work, and was 
determined to uphold him in spite of the opposition. 

We also told you that there is a clause in the Aus- 
trian constitution which gives the Emperor iK>wer 
to act on his own authority without consulting the 
people, in case of emergency. 

But Francis Joseph, Emperor of Austria and King 
of Hungary, backed by this powerful clause, has not 
been strong enough to protect his Prime Minister, 
and in the face of the anger of the x)eople has not 
dared to use the privilege which the constitution 
gives him. 

This is a great chapter in history. It all hap- 
pened in this way : 

We told you in the last number how the Govern- 
ment rushed a resolution through the Beichsrath, 
which gave the President of the House the power to 
suspend unruly members and prevent them from en- 
tering the chamber. 

As soon as the Beichsrath reassembled, it became 
evident to the opposition that the Government con- 
sidered the resolution legally passed, and intended 
to act on it. 

This so enraged the deputies that no sooner was 
the sitting declared open than they rushed to the 
President's tribune, seized the papers on his desk, 
tore them, and scattered them over the house. 

The attendants had not been prepared for this 
rush, and had allowed some of the angry members to 
pass through the gate which had been made in the 
fence around the tribune. 

As soon as they realized what was passing, they 
fought and buffeted the intruders, until they had ex- 
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pelled them from the enclosure, and the President 
declared the sitting adjourned. 

This had no effect on the furious mob with which 
the chamber was filled. 

One of the members again made a rush for the 
tribune. The gate had been closed, but, climbing 
over the fence, he made a dash for the President's 
bell and portfolio. 

The President, amazed at this daring, pushed him 
away. In an instant a crowd of his friends, howl- 
ing and shouting, swarmed over the fence, and a 
regular fight began on the tribune itself. 

The deputies had by this time lost control of them- 
selves, and proceeded with blows and kicks to drive 
the President and Vice-Presidents of the Beichsrath 
off the tribune, or raised platform, on which the 
President site. 

One of the Vice-Presidente was knocked down 
and trampled on, and one account of the affray said 
that the President was so roughly handled that he 
fainted. 

Finally, the deputies drove the representatives of 
the Government from the tribime, and took posses- 
sion of it themselves. 

What new deed of violence they might have at- 
tempted it is impossible to say, but at this moment 
a door at the end of the chamber opened, and in 
marched a force of sixty policemen. 

In their trim uniforms and their spiked steel hel- 
mete, they presented a very formidable appearance, 
and the effect on the house was magical. 

The members were astounded that the Government 
should dare to infringe on their righte and privileges 
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by sending police into the chamber that was sacred 
to the liberties of the people. 

The Commissioner of Police was not in the least em- 
barrassed. He treated the deputies as he would any 
other disorderly mob, and, miirAliing his men to the 
foot of the tribune, ordered the deputies to eoone 
down from it. 

The deputies firmly refused to do any suck thing, 
whereupon the Commissioner took one man by the 
shoulder and ordered him off. 

The deputy resisted, and was seized by six stalwart 
l)olicemen, and carried bodily out of the chamber. 

Five others who refused to obey the Commissioner 
were treated in the same unceremonious way. 

Dr. Wolff, who up to this moment had been dumb 
with amazement, now called on the ministers to le- 
move the police. 

Order having been partially restored, the President 
returned and reopened the session. His appearance 
was greeted with a storm of whistles, shouts, beating 
and slamming of desk-lids, and the usual uproar, led 
by Dr. Wolff, who, too exhausted to do anything 
noisier, contented himself with blowing a shrill cab 
whistle. 

It was impossible to restore order, for even the 
friends of the Government were indignant at the in- 
troduction of the police into the chamber. 

Belying on their privileges as members of the 
Beichsrath, the deputies had for days behaved in 
a shameful and unmanly manner. The people were 
indignant that their representatives should so dis- 
grace them, and the sympathy was all with the €k>v- 
emment. The calling in of the police changed the 
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situation. The GoTemment had interfered with the 
rights of the people, and every lover of liberty was 
in arms against the outrage. The riotous deputies 
now beeame heroes and martyrs instead of noisy, fool- 
ish men, not fit to be intrusted with parUamentary 
privileges. 

The President of the Beichsrath, having gone so 
far, was determined, if possible, to end the disturb- 
ance at once and for all. When the noisy demonstra- 
tions recommenced, he ordered Dr. Wolff to leave the 
house^ suspending him for three days — that is to say, 
forbidding him to re-enter the Beichsrath for that 
spaee of time. 

Wolff, of course, refused to obey, and the aid of 
the iK)lioe was called for. A shameful struggle en- 
sued, in which the deputy's chair and desk, were 
smashed to pieces. 

Twelve other members were seized by the police 
and turned oat of the chamber. 

While this was going on inside the house, excited 
crowds had gathered outside. As the torn and dis- 
hevelled members were expelled, the people, regard- 
ing tiiem as marl»yrs in the cause of liberty, began to 
murmur against the Government, and finally grew so 
viol«Bt that a strong f oree of police had to be fetched 
to d]0p«r0e them. 

ForgettiBg thai the fooli&di conduct of these depu- 
ties had blocked all legislation, and brought the Gov- 
emneiil and country to such a pass that the dissolu- 
tion of ttie bosd with Hungary was likely to occur at 
^y moBMnt^ the people only realized that their lib- 
erties^ had been interfered with, mi their rights bad 

been taken from thenii 
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The i)eople do not brook interference in their 
rights. 

In the days of King John of England, the i)eople 
allowed the vicious king to get to a certain point, and 
then with their hands on their swords, ready to rebel 
if he resisted, they forced him to sign the great 
charter, Magna Charta, which has secured to Eng- 
lishmen their rights from that day to this. 

It was signed by King John at Bonnymede, near 
Windsor, in 1216. 

So in France, five hundred years later, when the 
people had stood all they could from their kings, 
they rose against Louis XYI., and were not satisfied 
until both the King and the Queen, Marie Antoinette, 
had paid the forfeit of their lives for their folly and 
arrogance. This happened in 1793. 

When the anger of the people is roused, there is 
trouble for the Government. 

In Vienna, though the Government had so far won 
a victory in turning the turbulent members out of 
the chamber, they felt there was danger in the air 
when the students surrounded Dr. Wolff as he was 
thrown out of the Beichsrath, and marched with him 
to his home, honoring him as a hero. 

Later, matters began to grow still more serious. 
Masses of workingmen left their work, and began to 
parade the streete, crying out against the govern- 
ment that had usurped their rights. 

Soldiers were called out to guard the principal 
buildings, especially the house of Count Badeni, the 
unx>opular Prime Minister. Squads of soldiers ap- 
peared in every street, forcing the crowds to move 
»nd disperse. 
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It was an almost impossible task. The crowd that 
was driven around one comer wonld reappear at the 
next. The soldiers would disx)erse the mob in front 
of them, and it would re-form at their heels. 

It seemed as if Austria were on the verge of a 
revolution. 

Bealizing that nothing could stop the trouble but 
the resignation of Count Badeni, several members of 
the Eeichsrath hurried to his home, and begged him 
to put an end to the disturbance. 

The Minister would not yield. His sovereign had 
confidence in him, and he would not be driven out by 
an ignorant mob. 

Another meeting of the Beichsrath was held^ at 
which more violent scenes occurred. Dr. Wolff pre- 
sented himself in the chamber and tried to take his 
place, whereupon he was seized and taken to prison. 

The feeling among the people grew stronger, and 
at last one of the town officials, Burgomaster Luegers, 
waited on Count Badeni, and informed him that the 
people were now so excited that there would be blood- 
shed if he did not resign. 

Hearing this, the Prime Minister went to the Em- 
peror and resigned his office. 

It is reported that the Emperor at first refused to 
accept the resignation, whereupon Badeni informed 
him that he would not undertake the responsibility of 
holding office longer, as he had been informed that 
the people were ready to rise. 

The Emperor then accepted the resignation, and it 
soon became evident that the action had only just 
been taken in time. 

Crowds had assembled outside the Beichsrath^ wait- 
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iug for it to open, and the attitude of the mob had 
become so threatening that the hussara had to draw 
their sabres and charge the crowd to keep it in check. 
Several people were killed and many wounded. 

This roused the mob to fury, and matters wore just 
developing into a serious riot when Buji^amastor 
Luegers appeared on the scene. 

Driving through the streets at full spea(]« forcii^ 
his horses through the crowds, he hurried ixoxa mob 
to mob, shouting the good news that Badeni had 
resigned. 

The anger of the crowd at once melted away. The 
I)eople who had assembled with rage in their hearts 
soon became quiet. The night, which might have 
been one of bloodshed and murder, was turned into a 
fete, laughter and song succeeded the angry murmurs, 
and the danger was over. 

The next day it was announced that Baron Gautsch 
von Frankenthurn, a man who is a great favorite with 
the people, had been appointed Prime Minister in 
the place of Badeni. 

It is said that as soon as the new cabinet is 
formed. Baron Gautsch will endeavor to bring about 
a meeting between the heads of the two x)arties which 
are so violently opposed to each other on the lan- 
guage question, and see if he cannot arrive at some 
understanding with them. 

It is also said that Baron Banffy, the Hungso^ian 
Prime Minister, insists that the Beichsrath must 
agree to the renewal of the Austro-HuDgarian con- 
tract for one year, else Hungary will act indei>QJitd- 
ently of Austria, and a separation of thjB two mon- 
archies may follow. 
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After the news of Badeni's resignation there were 
still angry demonstrations in Vienna, but after the 
X)olice had released Dr. Wolff x)eace gradually settled 
down on the city. 



TUBKEY does not seem to have taken Bussia 
seriously about the old war debt. 

In spite of her assurance that she had no intention 
of increasing her navy or enlarging her store of war 
materials, she has placed an order for one hundred 
and fifty large cannon with Krupp, the famous Ger- 
man gim*maker. 

These cannons will cost a large sum of money, and 
the various European Powers are watching with much 
interest to see what Bussia will have to say to it. 

It is rumored that the Turks look upon Germany 
as their most powerful friend, and are willing to defy 
Bussia or any other nation so long as Qermany 
shows a disposition to stand by them. 

This winter is likely to give us some more inter- 
esting chapters in European history. 



THE Sultan of Turkey has fresh worries. 
The Albanians are now rebelling against him. 
Albania is on the western border of European 
Turkey ; its shores are washed 6y the Adriatic Sea. 

It is a mountainous country, inhabited by a war- 
like race of i)eople, who are much given to robbery 
and brigandage. 

The Albanians are a curious people. They claim 
to be descended from the Pelasgians, who were a 
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people of Greece, supposed to be the most ancient 
race in Europe. 

They arrived and settled in Europe centuries before 
men began to keep records of the events that oc- 
curred, and so their origin is unknown. It is sup- 
posed they came from Asia, and probably from India. 

The Albanians base their claim to Pelasgian origin 
on their knguage, which differs from any known 
tongue, and cannot clearly be connected with any of 
the mother tongues. These mother tongues were thb 
original h&nguages from which the various modem 
knguages are derived. 

More than one thousand languages are sx>oken on 
the globe, and these are so different that each is un- 
intelligible to the speakers of the other. 

The study of these languages is an especial science. 
Students of this science, philologists, as they are 
called, have traced, classed, and grouped these thou- 
sand languages, until they have divided them into 
six main groups, or mother tongues. 

The formations of the verbs, the plurals, and the 
declensions are the main guides to the identification 
of a language. 

The study of philology is an intensely interesting 
one, and while it is very difficult, its pleasures are 
easily within the reach of every young scholar who is 
beginning the study of Latin, French, and German. 

Our own English language is one of the most in- 
teresting with which to begin the study. 

The ancient Britons were Celts, and spoke Celtic; 
when they were conquered by the Bomans, Latin 
words crept into the tongue; and as Bomans gave 
place to the Saxons, and the Saxons to the Danes, 
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words from the German and Norse tongues were added 
to the language. . Finally, came the Norman Con- 
quest, and with it a flood of French words. The 
English we speak to-day is a mixture of Celtic, 
Latin, Saxon, Danish, and French. 

As you learn your foreign languages you will be 
interested to find how many Latin words and forms 
you are using every day; and as for German and 
French, there are so many words in these languages 
resembling our own that you are constantly meeting 
old friends in the course of your new studies. 

For instance : 



Engush. 


French. 


ENm.TSH. 


German. 


Papa 


Papa 


Father 


Vater 


Mamma 


Maman 


Mother 


Mutter 


Table 


Table 


Brother 


Bruder 


Chair 


Chaise 


Sister 


Schwester 


Boot 


Bottine 


Hat 


Hut 



Some of these words have a common Latin root. 
The word "table," for instance, is derived from the 
Latin word " tabula.'* 

If the Albanians do indeed speak a tongue that 
cannot be closely connected with any of the known 
languages, it is more than probable that they are a 
remnant of some ancient and world-forgotten people. 

Albania is under Turkish rule, but the Albanians 
do not seem a very pleasant people to govern. 

If they are not satisfied with those who are set in 
authority over them, their fierce qualities rise to the 
surface, and they are apt to do violent things. 

The last governor of Albania made himself so ob- 

jeotioiwlde to the people, md tbe7 m turu made 



1634 xsbc Ovcat Honnb Motld 

things so unpleasant for him, that he sought safety 
in flight. 

A new goyemor was appointed, but he in turn 
found no greater favor with these mountaineers than 
his predecessor. Annoyed that they should have had 
two obnoxious officials sent to them one after the 
other, the Albanians have become restless and are 
threatening to revolt. 

A Turkish commissioner has been sent to try and 
calm them, but further trouble is feared. 



•' I ^rTFi Haitian matter, about which we told you 
1 last week, promises to arrive at a peaceful 
settlement. 

At first, however, it assumed such a threatening 
aspect that it seemed as if serious trouble must 
follow. 

The Haitian Gk>vemment was very much disturbed 
when it was learned that a German warship was to 
be sent to bombard the capital city, Port-au-Prince, 
in case the indemnity, or damages, demanded for 
Herr Emil Lueders was not paid. 

The Haitian Government immediately asked the 
United States to use its good offices, and endeavor 
to bring about a peaceful settlement with Germany. 

Our Government began to make inquiries into the 
matter, and learned the Haitian side of the story. 

It seems that Lueders is not a German citizen, after 
all. He is the son of a German father and a Haitian 
mother, waa bom on Haitian soil, and is» accoiding 
to the laws of the country, a citizen of Haiti. 

He haAf therefore^ xu> right to appeal ta QenMUiy 



Unb TRBbat to Ooing ®n tn It 1635 

for protection, and President Simon Sam will not 
listen to Germany's protest. 

In addition to this, it seems that Lueders is a tire- 
some fellow, and that this is the second time he has 
been arrested for resisting and attacking officers in 
the performance of their dnty. 

The Haitian ministry looks upon this demand 
from Germany as a mere cloak to enable her to seize 
some territory, and establish a German colony in the 
West Indies. 

With this belief in mind, Haiti has appealed to the 
United States to interfere and protect them, on the 
ground of the Monroe Doctrine. 

We told you about this in the supplement lollow- 
ing page 210. It says that the United States shall 
forcibly resist any attempt to extend the European 
political systems in America. 

Our Government was in a slight quandary over this 
appeal from Haiti. 

We have no quarrel with Germany, and we do not 
want to have one, but still it was clearly our duty to 
do what we could to assist a weaker sister republic. 

After much consultation and thought, the heads of 
the Govemm^it decided that our ambassador in 
Berlin, Mr. White, should be instructed to ask what 
Germany's intentions were in the matter. 

It was cabled back that the German minister had 
given a satisfactory reply to Mr. White, and so the 
United States has decided not to interfere actively 
in the matter unless Germany sMempto to seize 
terntoiy^ 

la Hbe metm wiuto, BmU bM seot 9k y^ digxullecl 
letter to Germany. 
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The republic declares itself willing to discuss the 
matter with Gbrmany, but objects to the German 
method of judging and settling the whole affair with- 
out first inquiring as to both sides of the trouble. 

The demands of Germany are considered excessive, 
and in any case Haiti will not consent to pay any 
such sums as those asked. 

In her answer, Haiti complains of the conduct of 
Count Schwerin, the German representative in Port- 
au-Prince. 

It declares that he forced himself into the presence 
of President Simon Sam, and in an angry and insult- 
ing manner demanded Lueders' release, threatening 
many things if Haiti dared to oppose him. 

Because of these circumstances, President Simon 
Sam refuses to have anything more to do with Count 
Schwerin, and declares that the further discussion of 
the matter must take place in Berlin. 

The latest news says that Germany has changed 
her mind about sending a warship to Port-au-Prince, 
and that the vessel intended for Haiti will go to 
China. Two German school-ships are to call at the 
West Indies during the winter, and to them will be 
intrusted the settlement of the Lueders matter. 

It is probable, however, that the whole matter will 
be settled by arbitration. 



POM the fact that an extra ship is to be sent into 
Chinese waters, it would seem that the Ger- 
mans do not intend to give up the Bay of Eiao Chou. 

Telegrams from Chioa hftve given w further de* 
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It seems that the German minister to China has 
presented a string of claims to the Chinese Govern- 
ment which are so absurdly large in comparison to 
the amount of damage done, that people do not 
scruple to say that they are only offered as a means 
of enabling the Eaiser to keep the territory he has 
seized. 

Here are the damages demanded by Germany for 
the murder of her two missionaries : 

The murderers must be discovered and punished. 

The officials concerned in the murder must be pun- 
ished. 

The mission buildings which were destroyed must 
be rebuilt. 

The sum of six hundred thousand taels must be 
paid to the relations of the dead missionaries. A 
tael is worth $1.40, so you can see for yourselves 
what a big sum this is. 

A heavy sum of money must be paid to defray 
the expenses of the German naval expedition to 
China, and money must be paid to keep the German 
force in the Bay of Kiao Chou, which they have 
seized. 

The Chinese Government, on hearing these de- 
mands, said that the Bay of Kiao Chou must be 
given up before they could even be discussed. 

The German minister replied that Germany would 
not give up Eiao Chou, and there the matter rests. 

The representatives of the other foreign powers 
think these terms are imreasonable, and that China 
shall not think of accepting them. 

China has expressed her willingness to rebuild the 
mission-houses and punish the criminals. She hopes 
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to be able to settle the difficulty bj diplomacy, as 
she is not in a position to go to war. 

The cowardly governor who gave np the forts with- 
out firing a shot has been condemned to death. 



•^1 ^ HK Queen Begent has signed the decree giving 
^ home role to Cuba. 

The plan, in brief, is that the island shall be gov- 
erned by the Captain-General (who is to represent 
the mother country) and two chambers of Congress, 
the Council Chamber and the House of Bepresenta- 
tives. 

There will be thirty-five members in the Council 
Chamber, eighteen of whom will be appointed by 
the crown, and the other seventeen elected by the 
people. All of the members of the House of Bepre- 
sentatives will be elected by the people. 

This Congress is to settle all the affairs of the isl- 
and, with the exception of the foreign policy, the 
question of relations with other countries, which will 
be arranged by Spain. 

The supreme authority will be vested in the Cap- 
tain-General, who will have to give his consent to all 
the acts of the Congress before they can become 
laws. 

The army and navy will be under his sole control 
and direction. 

Congress will have the right, subject to certain re- 
strictions imposed by the home Gk)vemment, to fix the 
tariff duties. 

The mayor and all the city officials will be elected 
by the people, and while the Spanish Gk)vemment 
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keeps to itself the right to the final voice in all de- 
cisions, the prospect offered the Cubans seems fair 
home role. 

Porto Bico, another Spanish possession in the 
West Indies, is to enjoy the same privileges as Cuba. 

The insurgents, however, will have none of this. 

Both Gomez and Garcia have published proclama- 
tions, so severe in tone, that there can be no doubt 
that the insurgent leaders are sincere in their declara- 
tion that they will have nothing from Spain but inde- 
pendence. 

fiere is Gomez's proclamation : 

" Headquabters of the General-in-Chief op the 
Cuban Army, Sanoti-Spiritus, Novebcber 15th, 
1897, Third Tear of the Independence. 

" The news I have received of the establishment of 
autonomy in Cuba by the Spanish Government com- 
pels me to remind the military and civil leaders of 
the revolution once more that our only aim is inde- 
pendence. Therefore, 

"Article 1.— Any military commander of the Cuban 
army accepting proposals of autonomy from the 
Spanish Government, or even conferring with Span- 
ish envoys for any arrangement of peace, shall be 
immediately put under arrest, summarily court-mar- 
tialled, and, if declared guilty of such acts, sentenced 
to death as a traitor to his flag. 

"Article 2. — Any envoy from the Spanish Govern- 
ment, or from any Spanish or military commander, 
or from any political party favoring the Spanish do- 
minion in Cuba, who shall approach our lines and 
confer or try to confer with any military or civil repre- 
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sentative of the republic of Cuba, and prox)OBe to him 
the acceptance of autonomy from Spain, shall be 
immediately put nnder arrest, summarily conrt-mar- 
tialled as a spy, and, if declared guilty, hanged ac- 
cording to our military laws. 

^ These articles shall be enforced by all the gen- 
erals and subordinates of the Cuban army in the 
West and Santa Clara, the general commander of 
the East already having orders to enforce our laws 
on the matter. For country and liberty. 

" Maxdco Gk)MEZ. " 

It is said that the publication of these proclama- 
tions has created a deep impression in Havana. 

Under these proclamations, any person who seeks 
the Cuban lines to offer home rule to the soldiers 
will be hanged as a spy, and any Cuban listening to 
such proposals will be shot as a traitor. 

The two brave commanders have therefore made it 
very difficult for Spanish agents to approach their 
soldiers and corrupt them. 

Very few battles are reported from Cuba. It is 
said that the Spanish troops are massed in such 
large numbers that the Cubans do not dare to attack 
them. It is also rumored that the present season 
being the one in which the supply of vegetables is 
scarcest in the island, the insurgents are not well 
enough supplied with food to venture on any long 
marches. 

^ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ^ 

THE Dauntless has again succeeded in conveying 
an expedition to Cuba. 
She left Jacksonville with a schooner, the Jenny 
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ThomaSy in tow. When she reached the month of 
the St. Johns River, she was overhauled by the 
cruiser Vesuvius. Nothing contraband being found 
on her, she was allowed to go on her way after an 
hour's delay. 

Unfortunately, it never occurred to the officers to 
search the vessel in tow, and so the daring little ves- 
sel got safely away. 

It now appears that the contraband material was 
on board the schooner, and that after the cruiser was 
safely passed, the Dauntless cast anchor in some con- 
venient spot, took her forbidden cargo on board, and 
sailed away to Cuba without further hindrance. 

The Spanish authorities are much annoyed over 
this incident, and think the United States is not 
showing a proper regard for Spain in allowing fili- 
bustering expeditions to leave her shores at a time 
when Spain is trying to pacify the Cubans with such 
liberal reforms. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

DON CAELOS is said to be showing some ac- 
tivity again. 

Eealizing that the new decree giving Home Etde to 
Cuba will be very objectionable to many Spaniards, 
he has called a consultation of the leaders of his 
party, and asked them to go about among the people, 
and rouse them against the Government. 

He promises that if he is called to the throne, he 
will not show any such mercy to the rebellious Cu- 
bans, but will compel them, by force of arms, to obey 
the will of the Spanish sovereign. 

The leaders of tiie Oarlist party do not, however, 
eeem to be in any great hurry to acti 
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Saoh a revolation as Bon Carlos is anzioiis to begin 
mcaiiB life or death to the nobles and men of position 
who support him. If the rising fails, these men will 
be regarded as traitors to their oonntry, and shot or 
exiled. In any case they will lose everything that 
they own or that the Government can discover and 
take from them. 

With so much at stake it is but natoral that the 
nobles should wish to be sure that their reward in 
case of snooees will be as great as their punishment 
in case of failure. 

They are therefore anxious to secure certain pledgee 
from Don Carlos, before they ox>enly join themselves 
to an enterprise so full of peril. 

Don Carlos does not seem willing to give these 

assurances, and so the rebellion is at a standstill at 

present. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

^TTSEKEi was a little excitement during the past 

^ week over the announcement that the English 

and French armies had met in battle in West Africa. 

The story was not, however, believed, because the 
English (Government had given orders to hw soldiers 
that they were to avoid any conflict with the Fr^iob, 
and the same directions had been given to the Freneh 
by their (Government. 

It is, however, felt that trouble is pretty siue to 
eome eee long, and so England has been sending 
more soldiers to the Niger territory, and now hais a 
foioe of four thousand men there. 

A commission was appointed to examine' intD thn 
vexed boundary question, and it bat bewt inMng in 
Paris for many w^s. 
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Unfortunately, neither party seems willixig to wait 
until the oommission has finished its work. 

The French, maintaining that they have a right to 
seize any city or land that is not occupied by an 
armed force belonging to any other nation, have been 
sending out armed parties to take possession of any 
territory they can get. They have already taken 
possession of several places that England has lojJig 
looked upon as her property. 

The British are naturally not going to submit to 
this, and so they, in their turn, are trying to seize 
land wherever possible. 

It is feared that in some of their various raids the 
British and French may meet, and a serious conflio^ 
^isue. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

POM India it is reported that the Ameer of Af- 
ghanistan has refused to listen to the envoys 
from the Afridi tribes, and that they are about to 
submit to the English rule. 

They will be forced to give up the rifles and plun- 
der they have taken, and hostages will be demanded 
of them as a guarantee of further good behavior. 

The allowance made by the English Government to 
the Afridis will be stopped. The Khyber Pass, which 
was held by them, will be reopened, and matters wiU 
proceed much the same as if no rising had occurred. 

A state durbar will shortly be held, at which the 
chiefs of the Afridis will do homage, and submit to 
the English nde. 

A durbar is, as you no doubt remember, a levee or 
reception. 

It is rumored that the results of this campaign are 
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very unsatisfactory to the English x)eople. The hill- 
fighting, however, turned out to be so much more 
severe than the English exx)ected, and the tribesmen 
proved such formidable foes, that they were glad to 
make peace on whatever terms they could. 

To punish the natives as they had intended would 
have taken such a large sum of money, and employed 
such a number of troops, that the Government finally 
decided that the wisest thing was to put a speedy end 
to the difficulty. 

¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

THE Soudan campaign has also been brought to 
a close. 

The English x)6ople are also indignant about this. 

They think that the Government ought not to have 
allowed such a good opportunity for punishing the 
Mahdists to slip through its fingers. 

With a little more perseverance, the lower Soudan 
would have been oi)ened up to the world and Gordon 
avenged. 

As it was, no decisive battle was fought; the Mah- 
dists, under Osman Digna, steadily retreated before 
the advance of the British. 

After the brilliant reconnoitring trip to Khartoum, 
and the shelling of the city by the two little gunboats, 
it was expected that something decisive was about to 
be done. But no advance has been made by the main 
army, and now it is positively stated that no further 
steps will be taken until January. 

People are wondering why the soldiers were sent 
to the Soudan, if they are only to camp on the banks 
of the Nile and contemplate the Mahdists from a 
distance. 
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After building their railroad, and making such ex- 
cellent preparations for a brilliant campaign, it seems 
astonisliing that the troops shonld be allowed to sit 
down and wait, without striking a blow. 

It is, however, rumored that the English Govern- 
ment does not wish to spend more money pushing 
the campaign further, and that more troops are needed 
to bring the campaign to a successful termination. 

Whatever the reason, nothing more is likely to be 
done in the Soudan for the present. 



THE committee which was appointed to find out 
just how much it would cost to make armor- 
plate, has sent in a report which wiU be presented 
to Congress at the earliest opportunity. 

It appears that it will cost over three and a half 
million dollars to build an armor-plate factory ca- 
pable of making the amount of armor required by the 
Government. 

It has not yet been decided whether the factory 
shall be built, but the Secretary of the Navy is going 
to advertise for offers to build it so that he can lay 
the whole matter before Coi^ess at one time. 

The Carnegie and Bethlehem steel companies have 
not been idle while the Government has been making 
its inquiries. 

Krupp, the German gun-maker, has recently in- 
vented a process for manufacturing armor-plate which 
is said to make a plate that is still more durable and 
better than that manufactured by the Harvey process. 

The Carnegie and Bethlehem companies no sooner 
heard of the Krupp process, than they sent experts 
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to examine it, and finding it to be all that was repre- 
aentedy they purchased the sole right to nse the 
process in this country. 

The Gbvemm^it, of coarse, wants the best i)ossible 
armor for its ships, and if the Kmpp is the best, they 
most have Kmpp armor-plate. 

The cleverness of these two firms has, however, 
made it imjKMisible for the Government to mannfac- 
tore this kind of armor for iteelf. If it is to be used, 
it must be bought from the Carnegie or Bethlehem 
I)eople. 

The Secretary of the Navy does not approve of the 
Government spending so much monejr in building a 
factory of its own. It is said that when he lays the 
matter before Congress, he will recommend that the 
armor be bought of the Carnegie or Bethlehem firms. 

It is stated that he expects to get the armor for 
1425 a ton. 

The Carnegie Company are, however, masters of 
the situation. With the Bethlehem works, they own 
the right to manufacture this new and excellent ar- 
mor, and if the Government must have it for its ships, 
the company will ask what price they please. Their 
excuse will no doubt be that they have had to pay so 
much money for the right that they are obliged to 
make the price high. 

G. H. BOSSNFBLD. 
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WANTED— A EECrPE FOE A BOOK. 

YOUR editor had an interesting talk a few days 
ago with one of our best-known naturalists, 
who said : " Boys and girls are the keenest observers, 
if they are interested in anything. We naturalists 
get much of our most valuable information through 
their quick eyes and minds." 

"And," he added, "the more they see, the more 
they want to see and know, and they are constantly 
coming to me for facts, asking me why I do not write 
good books." 

"Well, why don't you?" 

" I'll tell you why. It is because I want to write a 
book which will tell them just what they want to 
know, and I do not know what our boys and girls 
are interested in. If I write about pets, what kind 
of pets are they most interested in — dogs or cats, 
horses or birds, squirrels or fishes? If I write about 
wild animals, must it be about their homes and what 
they do, or about the best ways to hunt and trap 
them? Then, again, I am not sure if they are not 
more interested in hunting for beautiful and curious 
things on the seashore — shells, crabs, sea-anemones, 
and such things." 

Your editor believes in asking the boys and girls to 
say for themselves what they want, and then to give 
that to them in the best possible way. Therefore he 
answered : " Ask the boys and girls what they want. 
Do not ask one or two, but just ask one or two thou- 
sand, and give them just what they ask for— no more 
and no less." As he cannot write a letter to you all. 
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will you not, each one of you, write a letter addressed 
to " Natoralisty care of Editor of Gbeat Bouio) Wohld, 
5 West 18th Street," and in this letter say just what 
yon wotdd like: a book about birds, pets, bees, wild 
animals, shells, fishes, or snakes — for he knows all 
about these things, and can write a book on any or all 
of these subjects, or, indeed, anything that has to do 
with woods, fields, or ocean, and the wonderful and 
interesting things found in them. We hope that our 
promise to this naturalist, that our boys and girls 
can and will tell him what he wants to know^ will 
not lead to a disappointment. 
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INVENTION AND DISCOVERY. 

IF any of our boys and girls have found their bicycle 
saddles as uncomfortable as your editor has found 
his, they will be delighted to learn that there is to be 
had a sensible as well as most comfortable saddle. 
The pleasure of riding your wheel for miles without 



feeling your saddle can only be appreciated by those 
who happen to hare a saddle which fits ; the great 
trouble is that very few people fit the avenge saddle ; 
and as the saddle cannot be adjusted, i>erfect comfort 
is not obtainable. With this new saddle the case is 
different, tor it can be adjusted to fit a large or small 
p«son exactly. It also has a contrivance which per- 
mits the parts to move up and down so that there is 
no friction whatever. Oar attention was called to it 
by one of the officers of the navy, who has proved 
himself an expert in wheel contrivances, and a care- 
ful test bears out all of his statements. The saddle 
is well made and inexpensive ($3.60). 
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BOOKS RECEIVED. 

WE have received a verj attractive little book called 
"Uncle Rol)ert's Visit," which is the third part 
of the series of books called ** Uncle Robert's Geog- 
raphy." It is published by the Messrs. Appleton 
in their series of Home-Beading Books, and presents 
nature study and geographical knowledge in the 
most attractive form, being woven in a story of " Uncle 
Bobert's Visit" to the farm. This particular uncle, 
like some others we have known, was a fund of in- 
formation and a source of delight to the nephews and 
nieces. He went about with them in the fields and 
woods, and, without forcing it on them in any way, 
so ordered the conversation that they learned much 
of nature on each trip. These uncles are treasures, 
and to those who cannot have them always with them, 
to read of some one else's uncle in this attractive 
form is charming. 

The book is well made, a handy size, with a colored 
frontispiece showing the farmhouse; it is illustrated 
throughout in a practical way which cannot fail to 
interest children. 

("Uncle Bobert's Visit," Home Beading Books: 
D. Appleton & Co., 1897; 50 cents.) 

We wish to acknowledge the receipt of a new and 
illustrated edition of the old favorite, " Gypsy Tear 
at the Golden Crescent," by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, 
illustrated by Mary Fairman Clarke. 

(Dodd, Mead ife Co., $1.50.) 
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THE troubles in Austria have not been brought to 
a close by the downfall of Count Badeni and 
the appointment of Baron von Gautsch. 

Count Badeni was, as you will remember, particu- 
larly obnoxious to the German element in Austria, 
and many people thought that his dismissal would 
restore harmony. Instead, it has given rise to some 
very serious rioting in Bohemia. 

We explained to you in a former number that 
Austro-Hungary is composed of a number of states 
and provinces. 

The leading races in this much-disturbed country 
are the Germans, the Slavs, and the Magyars. 

The Germans number about ten and a half millions ; 
the Slavs, who comprise about nine distinct races, 
about twenty millions ; and the Magyars about seven 
and a half millions. 

The most important of the Slavs are the Czechs, 
or Bohemians, who number about five and a half of 
the total twenty millions. 

While, as you can readily see, the Slavooiic races 
considerably, outnumber the Germans and the Mag- 

Oopyright, 1897, by Trnt Great Round World PublishiDg Company. 
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yars, the government is vested in these two latter 
racee, and therefore the Slavs are forced to obey the 
will of the governing x>eople. They do so, as we have 
seen, with a very bad grace. 

Between the Magyars and the Germans there is no 
great friendliness, but the Hungarians have their own 
parliament, and are independent in many things. 
Between the Austrians and the Czechs there is an 
intense and undying antipathy, which it seems im- 
possible to overcome. 

The Bohemians would like to be as independent as 
the Hungarians, but their desires are not heeded, and 
they are forced to submit to the government of the 
Austrian- Beichsrath or parliament. 

In this assembly, however, they can show their 
true sentiments, and the friction between the rival 
races is extraordinary. If the Bohemians want any 
special laws made, the Germans oppose them. If the 
Germans try to get a measure through the parliament 
that is for their benefit alone, the Czechs combine to 
defeat it. 

When, therefore, the German party succeeded in 
ousting Coimt Badeni, the Czechs were furious. 

The German Austrians foolishly celebrated their 
victory with bonfires and iUuminations, making a 
fete of the success which was so hateful to the Czechs. 

The angry Bohemians sought revenge in riot. 

In Prague, the capital of Bohemia, there were fierce 
anti-German risings. 

The houses of the Germans were bombarded with 
stones, the German theatre and German restaurants 
were attacked and damaged, and the G^i^nan Quarter, 
or portion of the city where most of the Germans 
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live, was visited by an angry mob which plundered 
the houses and shops. 

All x)ersons speaking the German language were 
subject to attack, and for this reason the unfortunate 
and harmless Jews came in for their share of the 
popular hatred. The majority of them do not speak 
Czech, and many of the signs over their shops are in 
the hated German language. Many of them were 
therefore robbed, beaten, and cruelly ill-treated. 

The riots grew so serious that they almost 
amounted to a rebellion. 

Thousands of Czechs streamed into Prague to 
assist the rioters. The streets were filled with furious 
men, who attacked and beat any person using words 
of German. The very women on their way to market 
were not safe. They were obliged to wear the Bo- 
hemian national colors to save themselves from attack. 

One poor old woman was severely beaten because 
she could not speak Czech. About three hundred 
Germans were taken to the hospitals, suffering from 
wounds they had received. 

The disturbances having assumed such a serious 
character, the troops were ordered out to restore 
order. 

They were greeted with showers of stones, broken 
glass, or any missile that came handy. The soldiers 
were finally obliged to fire on the mob, and in conse- 
quence many persons were injured. 

The riots continuing, Prague was put under martial 
law, and regiments were drafted from Vienna to assist 
in quelling them. Twelve thousand in all have been 
massed in th.e city of Prague. It is evident that the 
Government considers the situation grave, as the men 
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have been sent ont armed as for war, and furnished 
with the various necessaries as for a regular campaign. 

When martial law is proclaimed in a district, it 
means that all persons within a certain limit are to 
be subject to the rules and regulations in use in times 
of war. 

These rules are very strict. Persons who resist 
are arrested, tried, and severely punished. Some- 
times if they cannot give a good account of themselves 
they are hanged as spies. 

The law that has been proclaimed in Prague is 
known as the Standrecht, and is not exactly martial 
law. Instead of the military officers sitting in judg- 
ment on suspected x)ersons, the civil judges of the 
law courts are given military powers. They try and 
sentence people with military haste, and their sen- 
tences are put into effect within a few hours after 
they have been passed. 

There is no appeal from the judgments of the 
Standrecht; and so quickly are they carried out, that 
if a person is ordered to be hanged, and the regular 
executioner is busy, the judge can call on tiie soldiers 
to carry out the sentence. 

No sooner were these severe measures enforced in 
Prague, than the wrath of the people began to calm 
down. 

Four men were handed over to tiie mercy of the 
judges; each received a sentence of twenty years' im- 
prisonment, and was immediately taken away with- 
out time for farewells. 

The hand of the law is very heavy in Prague at 
this moment, and for this reason her dtizeiis are 
grckdually returning to their senses. 
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Throughout the length and breadth of this great 
city the people are forced to live by military rules. 
Among other orders, the commanding officer insists 
that the house doors must be closed at seven every 
evening. Shops have to be closed at five, caf^s must 
have their lights out and doors closed at nine, and 
every x>erson in the city has to give an account of 
himself whenever it is required. 

Under these laws the people of Prague will con- 
tinue to live until peace is restored. The condition 
of the city is very pitiable. The schools are closed, 
the hotels are empty, and the tradespeople declare 
that bankruptcy lies before them. 

Amazing stories are told of the dreadful things 
done by the rioters in their hatred of everything Ger- 
man. It is said that the Children's Hospital was at- 
tacked, and pelted with stones until all the windows 
were broken. The poor little invalids were for hours 
subjected to the freezing oold, and all because the 
doctors and- nurses were Austrian Germans. In an- 
other part of the city an ambulance with a sick man 
in it was attacked by the mob, because the doctor rid- 
ing with the patient was known to be a (German. 



WEDQjE these horrors have been going forward in 
Plague, matters have not improved much in 
Vienna. 

Th^ twK^ partieB are more furious against each other 

than ever. It is asserted that if the Beichsrath reas^ 

sembks vriik the same president, the previous dis- 

grumivl riots will be repeated. 

Jt is mid, howey^, that there is a chance of an u&« 
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(lerstandiDg on the language question, but it is 
thought that it will be impossible to pass the Austro- 
Hungarian Compromise Bill in the Beichsrath. 

This bill is the contract which holds Austria and 
Hungar^^ together as one country, and which, as we 
have told you, expires on December 31st of this 
year. 

If it is not renewed, Austria and Hungary must 
be 8ei>arated. 

As it has been impossible for the two nations to 
agree as to the terms of the new contract, it has, as 
we have told you, been suggested to make a tem- 
porary one for one year, which will bind the king- 
doms while the permanent contract is being prepared. 

It is this one-year agreement which it is supposed 
cannot be passed by the Beichsrath. 

If it becomes evident that the Beichsrath will not 
pass this necessary bill, it is thought that the Em- 
peror wiU finally take advani^e of his right under 
the constitution, and, dissolving the Beichsrath, act 
on his own authority, and accept a one-year's agree- 
ment with Hungary. 

If Francis Joseph is forced to take such a step it 
is likely that he may not call a new parliament for 
some time, but govern the country himself. 

In the mean while. Baron Banffy, the Hungarian 
Prime Minister, has offered a bill in the Hungarian 
Beichstag (parliament) on this vexed question. 

The Austrian parliament is called the " Beichsratii," 
the Hungarian the ^Beichstag." 

This bill provides that the contract between Hun- 
gary and Austria shall remain in force for another 
year, till December, 1898, and that if new arrange- 
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ments have not been made by that time the compact 
shall be finally broken. 

If nothing satisfactory has been proposed by May, 
1898, the Government promises to submit proposals 
for the regulation of matters between the two coun- 
tries, which shall go into force when the contract ex- 
pires in December, 1898. 

As soon as this bill had been read, Francis Kossuth 
(who, as we told you, is the son of the great Hun- 
garian patriot, Louis Kossuth) asked leave to make 
suggestions in regard to the bill. 

It being late, the house adjourned, after graiiting 
him permission to speak on the following day. 

Everybody was eager to know what Kossuth would 
do. His love for his country and his desire to see 
her free were so well known that it was supposed 
that he had some plan to secure his hoped-for project. 

As was expected, he made a strong plea that Hun- 
gary should declare her freedom. 

Having pointed out to the members that the present 
was a golden opportunity in which to throw off the 
Austrian yoke, he ended his speech by asking that 
Baron Banffy's bill be referred to a committee. 

Those who understand parliamentary procedure 
will see that this was a very clever move. Kossuth 
hoped thus to delay the final discussion of the bill 
until after the date of the treaty had expired, and then 
Hungary would once more have her freedom. 

In getting the matter referred to a committee, he • 
was submitting it to all the delays that attend parlia- 
mentary work. It would be placed in the hands of 
men who would be obliged to discuss it thoroughly 
before they could report it, and it would be unlikely 
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that it could be returned to parliament before the 
beginning of January, when it would be too late to be 
of any use. 

What the result of this clever move was, we have 
not yet heard. 

It is thought by many people that the fall of the 
Austrian Empire is at hand. 

Some fear that the German element may appeal to 
Emj^eror William of Germany, and that a war in 
which Germany, Austria, and Bussia will be con- 
cerned may be the upshot of the present troubles. 



GEBMANY has a good deal on her hands at this 
moment. 

In regard to Haiti, the case of young Lueders 
seems to be more complicated than it at first ap- 
X>eared. 

By the laws of Haiti he is a Haitian, having been 
bom on Haitian soil of a native mother; but he was 
educated in Germany, and served his time in the 
German army, so he has voluntarily assumed the 
duties of German citizenship. 

This makes the case hard to handle. 

Haiti has a perfect right to insist that he is a citi- 
zen, and must be treated according to her laws, but 
Germany has also some right to say that he is a Ger- 
man citizen, and shall not be abused by a foreign 
. country. Were Haiti a more powerful country than 
she is, there is little doubt that she would take a 
stand and insist on her rights, but as it is, she does 
not dare to resist a strong power like Germany. 

There was, as we told you, a report current that 
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Germany did not intend to send any ship to Haiti, 
but that the matter would be settled by arbitration. 

Three days after the announcement, two German 
cruisers entered the harbor of Port-au-Prince, and 
sent in an ultimatum, which is a government's final 
decision on a given subject. 

The Haitian Government was informed that unless 
Germany's demands were submitted to within eight 
hours, the town would be bombarded. 

Germany had said that two of her schoolships 
would visit the West Indies during the winter, and 
the two vessels which arrived at Port-au-Prince are 
believed to have been the two in question. They 
were, however, so fully equipi>ed, and presented such 
a formidable appearance, that they were quite suffi- 
cient to seriously alarm the Haitians. 

Word had been sent a few days previously that two 
German vessels were making all haste to Port-au- 
Prince, but thinking them the coming schoolships, 
the Haitians felt no fear. They determined to resist 
these German schoolboys to the last, and armed 
themselves to fight their foe. 

When the German vessels finally made their ap- 
pearance, and the Haitians saw for themselves that 
these so-called schoolships seemed to have just as 
many seamen and murderous-looking guns as the 
ordinary man-of-war, their courage oozed out at their 
finger-tips. 

Before the e^ps came in sight, they had paraded 
the citjy crying " Down with the Government !" in their 
fear that President Simon Sam might submit. 

Now, in ia/oe of the two cruisers, affairs took on a 
newr complexion, and when they heard that the town 
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would be bombarded if Germany's demands were not 
acceeded to within eight hourB, the nativee' only fear 
was that the President would not sabmit. 

The foreign residents did not feel any more cheer- 
ful than the Haitians. 

The members of the French colony took refuge 
on the French shix)S in the harbor; the Gtermans 
hurried on board their own vessels; the English 
sought shelter on their trading steamers; and the 
Americans, having no vessels in the harbor, went to 
the house of the minister, carrving with them the 
most valuable of their poss;ssions. 

President Simon Sam determined to resist as long 
as he dared. He sent a request to the commander of 
the German vessels, for more time to consider. 

The German commander refused, and one of the 
^ schoolships" cleared its decks for action, and took 
up a position close to the Haitian war-vessels. 

Clearing the decks for action means that every- 
thing possible is removed from the deck, and a clear 
space left for the sailors to work the ship in. 

The Haitians then became convinced that Germany 
would not be trifled with, and the Government decided 
to yield. 

President Simon Sam had feared that if he yielded 
too easily, the people would be infuriated with him, 
and try to put down his Government, so he held out 
until the cruiser was actually threatening the town, 
and then submitted. The money demanded by Ger- 
many as damages for Lueders, $30,000 in all, was 
sent on board the German vessel. 

The President at the same time issued a notice to 
the people of Haiti, telling them he had been com- 
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pelled to yield the rights of Haiti to the superior 
force of Germany. 

The Haitians, besides sending the money, saluted 
the German flag, and sent a letter of apology to Ger- 
many. 

Had the Haitians held out, and allowed the Ger- 
mans to bombard their city, the United States would 
have been bound to interfere. It is said that the 
officials of our Government are very glad that the 
difficulty has been settled without our being forced to 
take part in it. 



GEBMANY seems to be in great luck at this mo- 
ment. 

It is reported that China, not being strong enough 
to fight the Germans, and drive them out of her coun- 
try, has decided to give up Eiao-Ohou to them. 

This rumor has not as yet been confirmed, and it 
seems hardly to be believed, when we take into con- 
sideration the fact that only a week ago the Chinese 
Emperor said he would rather give up his crown than 
yield to the enormous demands of Gteimany. 

The day after this announcement was made, two 
hundred German marines and sailors entered the city 
of Kiao-Chou, which is eighteen miles from the Bay, 
and took possession of it. 

The Chinese forts protecting the town opened fire 
on the Germans; but when the invaders replied with 
their splendid modem guns, the Chinese retreated, 
and the Germans took possession of the city without 
further trouble. 

Several Gterwan sailors were injured by stoaes, 
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flung at them by the inhabitants of the villages 
through which they marched; but beyond that they 
Buffered no loss, and their second victory, the taking 
of the city, was as easy as their first, when they cap- 
tured the forts protecting Eiao-Chou Bay. 

Whether the reports that China has given up Eiao- 
Chou be true or false, it is certain that Germany 
has no intention of letting the prize she holds slip 
through her fingers. 

She has just sent out a reinforcement of twelve 
hundred marines and two hundred artillerymen, 
under the command of the Emperor's brother. Prince 
Henry of Prussia. 

Marines are soldiers who form a part of the equip- 
ment of war-vessels. 

They have none of the sailors' duties, and do not 
handle the ships, but are sea troops, so to speak, 
who fight on shipboard, or are landed to attack a 
town, as in the case of Kiao-Chou. 

They are a very useful body of men; but being 
neither soldiers nor sailors, according to the recog- 
nized idea of the terms, they are looked down upon 
by both soldiers and jack tars. In England it is a 
common saying that a marine is '^neither fish,* flesh, 
fowl, nor good red herring." 

It is stated that the principal reason for the seizure 
of Eiao-Chou Bay was that Germany desired to have 
her share of the China trade. Finding that China 
was indifferent to her wishes, she determined to seize 
upon a portion of Chinese soil, and put herself in a 
position to force the Asiatic kingdom to listen to her 
demands and obey them. 

A later telegram from Chiua says that Cbrmany 
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has agreed to give up Kiao-Ohoa Bay for a ooali&g- 
station at Sam^Sah, which is on the coB»t at Ohina, 
facing Formosa, the island Japan secured from Ohina 
in the late war. 

This report is also as yet unconfirmed, and so we 
must wait until next week to know which is the cor- 
rect one. 



T^J^BOM the latest Cuban news, it would seem that 
^ the insurgents are gaining a good many vic- 
tories. 

The leader of the Spanish forces, General Pando, 
was met by the Cubans in a heavy engagement in 
Santa Clara province. The first reports that reached 
us were that the Cubans had won the victory, and 
General Pando had been killed. 

This report was denied by the Spaniards, but 
nevertheless no news has been received from this 
leader since the engagement. 

The Spanish authorities are awaiting information 
with the deepest anxiety. The idea is growing daily 
stronger that some disaster must have overtaken him, 
and that he has been cut off from communication with 
Havana; otherwise no one can account for the fact 
that no news of any kind has been received from him. 

In addition to this, the towns of Guisa and Canto 
el Knbarcadero have been captured by the Cubans. 
A f(»oe of Spanish guerillas, fifty strong, have gone 
over to the insurg^its, carrying with them arms, am- 
munition, and a large sum of money. Gomez is 
busy in Santa Clara, organizing his f orees to make a 
stroBf; stand against tiie Spanish troops, 
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As we told you, the Gk>Yemiaent has issned an 
order permittiiig the grinding of the sugar-cane. 

Gomez is determined to prevent this. In the 
Western provinoes, the rebels have divided them- 
selves into small bands, and are burning such cane- 
fields as the desolation of the war has left growing. 

Gk>mez himself will destroy the fields of Santa 
Olara. 

You probably remember the methods employed by 
the insurgents for burning the cane at the beginning 
of the war. 

They caught snakes, which are very plentiful in the 
swampy districts of Cuba, and rubbing their bodies 
with kerosene, set fire to them, and then threw them 
into the cane-fields. 

The agonized reptiles, in their efforts to rub the 
burning oil from their bodies, twined around the 
cane, twisted from stem to stem, and set the fields on 
fire in a hundred places at once. 

A big engagement is reported near Sancti Spiritus, 
and it is also said that the rebels have hanged fifteen 
persons who have approached them with prox>osals of 
Home Bule. 

This does not look as if the island would soon be 
pacified. 



THE Gk)vemment in Spain appears to be satisfied 
with the President's Message, the substance of 
which you will find in this number of The Gkeat 
Bound Wokld. 

You vrill see, when you look at it> that the Presi- 
dent does not think it wise to interfere f pr the proiient, 
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but thinks it right to give Spain time to try what 
Home Bule will do. 

It is doubtful, however, whether the proposed re- 
forms can be made acceptable to the majority of the 
Cubans. 

A fresh proclamation, signed by a number of the 
lesser Cuban chiefs, has been issued. In it the insur- 
gents state very decidedly that they are fighting for 
liberty, and will have nothing but liberty from Spain. 
They declare, in so many words, that their watchword 
is "Freedom or Death." 

It is not going to be easy to pacify so determined 
a i)eople. 

The Havana volunteers are now giving the Govern- 
ment much trouble and putting fresh obstacles in the 
way of the success of the reforms. 

We spoke about this body of men at the time of 
Weyler's leave-taking, and told you how opposed 
they were to showing kindness or mercy to the 
Cubans, believing only in Weyler's cruel methods. 

These volunteers are violently enraged against the 
proposed Home Eule, and in addition have another 
grievance against the Government. 

They have been in the habit of doing the kid-glove 
soldiering of the island, mustering and parading in 
handsome uniforms ; their heaviest work has been to 
occasionally go on guard duty at the palace, where 
the Captain-General lives, or at the bank. 

General Blanco is anxious to suppress the revolu- 
tion, and, wishing to make use of every man who can 
carry arms, decided to put this idle force into the 
field; 

This the volunteers refused to submit to. It is 
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said that thej will matiny rather than undertake any 
useful duties. 

Perhaps a little ashamed to state the true cause of 
their anger, they have laid it all to the score of Home 
Bule, and declare that if Spain cannot protect them 
they would rather submit to American government 
than be ruled by Cubans. 

The disaffected volunteers have declared their in- 
tention of wearing the white badge of Don Carlos, 
and will appeal to him rather than allow the hated 
Home Bule to be carried out. 

In Spain, also, the Carlist party is making strong 
protests against the establishment of Home Bule, and 
it is thought that Don Carlos will seize this measure 
as a pretext for coming forward and making one more 
effort to gain the throne of Spain. 

Several of the Spanish journals have begun to speak 
of him as ''the king," and, strange to say, this treas- 
onable conduct has been allowed to go unpunished. 



THE stone house at Tappan on the Hudson Biver, 
in which Major John Andre was imprisoned 
before he was hanged as a spy, is about to be opened 
to the public. 

For forty years it has been owned by a gentleman 
who absolutely refused to allow any one to en- 
ter it. 

A few weeks ago a heavy storm of wind and rain 
threw down the whole front of the house, and imme- 
diately scores of relic-hunters descended upon the 
house, and, delighted that they no longer need be de- 
terred from satisfying their curiosity, roamed at will 
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over the ruin, carrying away scraps of wood and 
stone as mementos of their visit. 

Disgusted that he could no longer keep his prop- 
erty to. himself, the owner sold the old house. The 
present proprietor intends to rebuild the front wall 
and preserve the rest of the building as it is, using it 
as a picnic resort. 

This old house has a very interesting record. 

Daring the Revolutionary times it was known as the 
Mabie Tavern, and the old tap-room, with its ancient 
bar, is still as it was in those troublous times. 

Major Andre was the officer who, as the represen- 
tative of the British general. Sir Henry Clinton, 
made arrangements with the infamous traitor, Bene- 
dict Arnold, for the surrender of West Point. 

On returning from his interview with Arnold at 
Stony Point, Andre was arrested at Tarrytown and 
taken across the Tappan Zee. He was tried by court- 
martial and sentenced to be hanged as a spy. The 
sentence was carried out in October, 1780. 

The tavern was used as a prison, and the room in 
which Andre was visited by Alexander Hamilton, and 
the window from which the doomed man was sup- 
loosed to have looked out on his place of execution, 
are still in good preservation. 

G. H. BOSEKFELD. 
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THE PBESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 

/"XN Monday, December 6th, the first regular ses- 
^^ sion of the Fifty-fifth Ciougress began. 

At twelve o'clock precisely the Senate and the 
House of Bepresentatives were called to order by 
their respective presiding officers. 

The usual form of business was then gone through. 

After a prayer by the chaplain, both bodies ap- 
pointed two members to inform the President that 
Congress was in session, and ready to receive any 
communication from him. 

At half-past one the President's secretary presented 
the Message to the Senate, and a few minutes later 
handed another in to the House of Representatives. 

The Message, which is President McKinley's first 
annual message, was listened to with the closest at- 
tention. 

After a greeting to Congress, and congratulations 
on the good work done in the extra session last 
summer, the President took up the 

CuBBENOY Question. — You wiU remember that he 
was very anxious to make some changes in our money 
system, which he did not consider satisfactory. He 
asked Congress to appoint a committee to examine 
into the subject, but Congress referred the matter to 
the Committee on Finance, and no special committee 
was appointed. 

The President realized from this that the country 
was not ready or willing to have changes made in its 
money system, and therefore, in his Message, he 
treats the currency with the utmost care. 
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He warns Congress thai the present money system 
is unsound and needs changing. He reminds the law- 
makers that the country has undertaken to pay out a 
certain amount of gold every year, but that it has not 
made any arrangements for receiving gold. The 
consequence is that the treasury has every year to 
buy the gold it needs to pay its debts. 

This the President does not approve of. 

He suggests that some arrangement should be 
made whereby debts due to the Government shall be 
paid in gold, so that the treasury may receive enough 
gold for its needs. 

He leaves the matter in the hands of Congress, sug- 
gesting that it might help matters if the bank-notes 
which the Government has to redeem in gold shall 
only be paid out again in exchange for gold. He also 
asks that earnest attention be given to the plan of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The Ctjban Question is treated in a very impartial 
and statesmanlike manner. 

The President goes over its history in a way that 
is most interesting to us, because he is in possession 
of facts that no private citizen can obtain. We print 
a portion of his remarks : 

" The story of Cuba for many years has been one of 
unrest, growing discontent; an elBTort coward a larger 
enjoyment of liberty and self-control; of organized 
resistance to the mother country. 

"" The prospect from time to time that the weakness 
of Spain's hold upon the island might lead to the 
transfer of Cuba to a continental power called forth, 
between 1823 and 1860, various emphatic declarations 
of the policy of the United States to permit »o dis- 
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iarbuice of Cuba's connection with Spain, unless in 
the directicm of independence or acquisition by us 
through purchase; nor has there been any change of 
this declared policy since upon the part of the Gk>v- 
enunent. 

" The revolution which began in 1868 lasted for ten 
years, despite the strenuous efforts of the succescive 
Peninsular governments to suppress it. Then, as 
now, the Government of the United States testified its 
grave concern and offered its aid to put an end to 
bloodshed in Cuba. The overtures made by General 
Orant were refused, and the war dragged on, entail- 
ing great loss of life and treasure and increased injury 
to American interests, besides throwing enhanced 
burdens of neutrality upon this Government. In 1878 
X)9aoe was brought about by the truce of Zanjon, ob- 
tained by negotiations between the Spanish com- 
mander, Martinez de Campos, and the insurgent 
leaders. 

" The present insurrection broke out in February, 
1896." 

He goes on to say that the friendly offers of media- 
tion made in April, 1896, by this Government, were 
refused by Spain. He mentions the cruel policy of 
driving the peasants into the '!:owns, the abuse of the 
righte of war which were perpeti-ated, speaks of Min- 
S^r Woodford's missio'^d fin^y^ws that 
action on our part was rendered unnecessary by the 
death of Canovas and the coming in to power of 
Sagasta. 

He dedaree that the present Government of Spain 
seems determined to give liberal Home Bule to Ae 
isla^ of Cuba, and to give it in spite of the serious 
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objections raised by certain i)owerful political parties 
in Spain. 

In the face of these facts, he asks Congress to give 
Spain time, before making any demands, to end the 
war. 

He refuses to recognize the belligerency of Cuba, 
and bases his decision on the action taken by Presi- 
dent Grant in 1875, when the situation in Cuba was 
similar to the present state of affairs. 

He qaotes the following words of General Grant: 

" A recognition of the independence of Cuba being, 
in my opinion, impracticable and indefensible, the 
question which next presents itself is that of the 
recognition of belligerent rights in the parties to the 
contest. In a former message to Congress I had 
oecasion to consider this question, and reached the 
conclusion that the conflict in Cuba, dreadful and 
devastating as were its incidents, did not rise to the 
fearful dignity of war. . . ." 

He declares that as regards filibustering, he thinks 
the Gk)vernment has simply done its duty. He leaves 
the Cuban question practically as it was, asking Con- 
gress to wait and see how the Home Bule principle 
works before taking any further steps. 

He promises that if, in the future, intervention in 
the affairs of Cuba seems necessary, he will face the 
necessity without hesitation. 

Hawaiian Annexation is treated very clearly by 
President McKinley. 

He thinks the time is ripe for annexation, and 
recommends that the treaty shall be confirmed as 
speedily as possible. 

He seems to think there is lio doubt that Congress 
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will i>a88 the treaty, for he goes on to recommend 
that Home Bnle shall be given to Hawaiians as soon 
as the islands shall belong to the United States. 

He reports progress on The Nicabagua Canal, states 
that the snrveys and examinations are being made, 
and that he hopes Roon to have a full statement to 
submit to Congress. 

The Sealing Question received some consideration. 
The Message gives the history of the matter, with 
which we are all familiar (or can easily become so by 
looking up the back numbers of The Oheat Bound 
World, from jiage 732, and through several numbers 
following). 

The President announces the treaty arranged be- 
tween Bussia, Japan, and the United States, and that 
on certain important points England is also agreed. 
He thinks there will be little difficulty in getting 
measures adopted for the preservation of the seal herd. 

Arbitration. — On this matter he states that the 
''best sentiment of the civilized world is moving 
toward the settlement of differences between nations 
without the horrors of war." 

He adds that he will give his constant encourage- 
ment to all such treaties, provided they do not en- 
danger our interests. 

The Exposition op 1900, which will be held in 
Paris, also comes in for consideration. 

President McKinley states that from the reports 
received from the special commissioner who was ap- 
I)ointed to look into the matter, he is of opinion that 
the coming event in Paris will be one of the most im- 
portant of the many wonderful expositions which the 
world has seen. 
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He therefore asks Congress to make a liberal ap- 
propriation of money, so that the United States may 
be properly represented. 

In regard to The Navy, the President says : 

" The present force of the navy consists of 4 bat- 
tleships of the first class, 2 of the second, and 48 
other vessels, ranging from armored cruisers to 
torpedo-boats. There are under construction 5 
battleships of the first class, 16 torpedo-boats, and 
1 submarine boat. No provision has yet been made 
for the armor for three of the five battleships, as it 
has been impossible to obtain it at the price fixed 
by Congress. It is of great importance that Con- 
gress provide for the purchase of this armor, as until 
then the ships are of no fighting value." 

Considering that five battleships of the largest 
class are now on the stocks, the President only recom- 
mends the building of one more battleship, which 
shall be for the Pacific Coast. 

He also asks for several torx)edo-boats, in connection 
with the system of coast defence, and recommends 
that floating-docks for the repairing of battleships be 
provided on all our coasts. 

As to Alaska, the government of the territory is, 
the President says, not strong or effective enough to 
take care of the crowds that have hurried into the 
country since the discovery of gold. 

He therefore suggests that a more thorough system 
of government shall be established. 

He states that he agrees with General Alger, the 
Secretary of War, that Alaska also needs a military 
force for the safety of her citizens. A military post 
is about to be established at St. Michaels, which, as 



1674 Cbc Oreat Hound WotVb 

you probably remember, is on Norton Soand, and is 
one of the principal seaports of Alaska. 

The Civilized Tbibes of Indians were next in con- 
sideration. 

President McEinley recommends that the relations 
with the five civilized tribes shall be readjusted, giv- 
ing the Indians citizenship and individual ownership 
of their lands. 

The five civilized tribes are the Cherokees, Choo- 
taws, Chickasaws, Muscogees or Creeks, and the 
Seminoles. 

(This latter point opens a very interesting subject 
for us. We have not space to talk about it now, but 
hope to do so shortly. We should all of us be famil- 
iar with the history of the Indians.) 

The President recommends that to prevent the 
further invasion of the United States by yellow fever 
it is important to discover the exact cause of the dis- 
ease. He suggests that investigations to that end 
shall be made. 

The quarantine laws, he thinks, should also be 
amended and improved. 

He expresses a hope that now that the Congres- 
sional Library has been finished, and is such a mag- 
nificent building, and so perfect in its form and detail. 
Congress will appropriate sums sufficient to develop 
it, until it shall be among the richest and most useful 
in the world. 

Begging Congress to keep its expenditures within 
the limit of its receipts, President McEanley brought 
his Message to a close. 

G. H. BOSENEELD. 
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INVEPmON AND DISCOVERY. 

^ I 'HIS is a good idea for house plants, which are 
•1 such a trouble to keep proi)erly watered. 

All gardeners tell you that plants never do so well 
in jardinieres as in the red earthen pots. It is for 
the reason that the common pots are porous and allow 
evaporation, so that the water does not become stag- 
nant and injure the plant, while the glazed jardinieres 
effectually prevent it. 

The great objection to the red pots is that they 
need a saucer under them, and when moved are diffi- 
cult to handle without spilling the contents of the 
saucer. 

Plants are not a bit greedy. They don't drink all 
the water that is given them at once ; they love to let 
a little water run through and remain in the saucer 
until they need it. It is therefore necessary to the 
health of plants to let them stand in a vessel that will 
X)ermit them to make their little reserve store if they 
wish to. 

The new invention accomplishes all of these pur- 
poses. 

It is a deep saucer, which gives room for an ample 
reservoir. Attached to it are two uprights with 
hinged handles at the top. 

These handles are to clasp the flower pot and at- 
tach it firmly to the saucer. 

The pot is placed in the saucer, and the uprights 
are bent toward the plant until they touch it. Then 
the spring handles are turned down and clasp the in- 



i676 JOk Great ItounD MotU> 

side rim of the pot, making pot and saucer practically 
one piece, giving all the advantages of the jardiniere, 
with the health qualities of the earthen pot. 

C0THE8-PIN.— The old-fashioned clothes-pin is 
such a clumsy, unhandy thing, that this new 
invention should be hailed with delight by house- 
keepers. 

Any one who has tried to hang out washing knows 
the trick that clothes-pins have of standing on their 
heads just when they seem most firmly gripping the 
rope — slipping off and letting the clothes fall to the 
ground. 

The new pin will allow no such pranks. It is a 
double affair, and can grip the whole of a stocking or 
the shoulder of a garment, and hold it with absolute 
security. 

It is made of galvanized wire, so that it is qaite 
smooth, and there are none of the rough pieces 
and splinters which we sometimes find on clothes- 
pins. As the pin is of galvanized wire, it does not 

rust. 

G. H. B. 
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THE heavens are affording us an interesting study 
just now. 

Our kind old friend, the sun, it is who is giving us 
this benefit. 

One of the largest sun-spots which has ever been 
observed is now to be seen. 

So large is this spot that it is not necessary to look 
through a telescope to see it. By using a smoked 
glass, to dim the intense light of the sun, any one can 
look at the spot for himself. 

Nowadays, when all persons connected with the 
daily papers are on the lookout for some startling 
fact that shall sell their newspapers, such an occur- 
rence as the enormous increase in the size of a sun- 
spot is too good to be let slip by them. 

Extra editions about the sun-spot were issued by 
some of the most enterprising journals, which con- 
tained sensational pictures, and statements that the 
sun-spot was in fact a new world which was about to 
burst forth from the body of the sun. According to 
these accounts, the new world was to be sent whirling 

Copyright, 1807, by The Great Boxtnd Wobld Publishios: Compaiiy. 



i67t tTbe Oreat IRonnd Wiovlb 

through spaoe, hurled, as it were, at our earth, which 
was to be shattered to pieces by it. 

Except that such stories serve to call the atten- 
tion of unscientific people to scientific facts, and 
teach them to observe the wonders of the universe, 
it really seems a shame that such marvels should 
be used as bogies to scare the ignorant and super- 
stitious. 

As a matter of fact, very little is known about these 
sun-spots. They occur in greatest numbers in periods 
of about eleven years apart, and astronomers and ge- 
ologists agree that periods of rainy and dry seasons 
seem to correspond with the sun-spot periods. 

When the greatest number of spots are visible on 
the sun, scientists agree that the climatic conditions 
on the earth are normal and even. When there are 
fewest spots on the sun we have extreme temperature 
and sudden changes. When we say that astronomers 
and geologists agree on this point, we must also admit 
that some astronomers are not quite satisfied that 
the fact has been proved. 

The only fact that has been actually proved to 
everybody's satisfaction is that, during the time when 
the most spots are visible on the sun, there are always 
more magnetic storms and displays of the aurora 
borealis. 

A magnetic storm is a disturbance of the magnetic 
field which surrounds the earth; its presence is shown 
by a disturbance of the needle of the compass, and it 
often interferes with the electrical currents, making 
it difficult and sometimes impossible to use the tele- 
graph-wires. 

The aurora borealis is a wonderful light seien in the 
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sky in high latitudes, and less frequently in other 
parts of the world — except during the activity of the 
sun-spots. 

It apx)ears as irregular patches and dancing col- 
umns of light which flame across the sky. Bed, 
white, pale green — these shafts are now dim, now 
bright, seeming to throb and pulse as they glow and 
pale. As you watch them they change their form, 
and, from being pillars of fire, change to masses of 
glowing color. 

A flash-light dancing across the sky gives you 
some, though a very poor notion, of an aurora. The 
aurora has thousands of such flashes of light, chang- 
ing form and color as you watch them — filmy shafts 
of light, coming you know not whence. 

The spots on the sun are described as being dark 
patches which are visible on the bright surface of the 
sun. They often appear in groups, and frequently 
the larger -spots will break up into smaller ones. 
They are great depressions or holes in the surface of 
the sun, and are supx>osed to be formed by descending 
currents of gases. 

Sun-spots are generally found in the neighborhood 
of the sun's equator, and last from a few hours to a 
few months. 

The presence of these spots has enabled scientists 
to prove that the sun, like the earth, revolves on its 
axis. 

The last period of activity for sun-spots was in 
1893, and, according to the eleven-year theory, there 
should be few, if any, at this time. Prof. Garret P. 
Serviss, however, tells us that at times during* the 
quiet period of the sun, large spots like the present 
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one will api>dar on its surface, and after assuming 
immense proportions, vanish. 

The present phenomenon appears to be about one 
hundred thousand miles in length, and some people 
insist that they can see it gradually detaching 
itself from the sun and forming itself into a new 
world. 

This is regarded as a hoax by scientific men who 
understand such matters. 

It is hard to prove exactly whether the present 
great sun-spot is a large hole in the surface of the 
sun, or a large mass of the body of the sun which is 
about to be detached from it; but in all such matters 
it is wiser to take the most practical and least sensa- 
tional view. Simihu* phenomena to that which is 
now interesting us have been observed before, and so, 
until we have proof to the contrary, it is more sensi- 
ble to believe it is a sun-spot than to listen to sensa- 
tional tales of a new world running wild through 
space. 

Sun-spots were first observed about IGIQ by Galileo, 
so they have been known long enough for us to be- 
lieve that they are not new worlds about to be flung 
into space. 

Galileo was the great Italian astronomer who in- 
vented the telescope. 

The chances are that the present sun-spot may give 
us an opportunity of seeing a fine aurora. In 1892, 
when the last large spot was visible, there was a no- 
table aurora. The light rays reached so far south 
that to the people in New York it appeared like the 
reflection on the sky from a great fire. 

4 « 4 4 It 4 
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FRANCIS KOSSUTH'S eflfort to get the Austro- 
Hungarian bill delayed has not been successful. 

You remember he tried to get the bill referred to a 
certain committee. 

His motion was defeated by a large majority. 

This looks rather promising for the bill which 
Baron Banffy is trying to get through the House, and 
which, you remember, is to prolong the contract be- 
tween the two nations for another year; at the same 
time, the best friends of the measure are doubtful if 
it wiU be possible to pass it. 

The mass of the Hungarian people are in sympathy 
with Kossuth, and woiQd be glad if Hungary could 
regain her freedom. It is therefore supposed that 
when the bill comes up for a final hearing, Kossuth 
will use all his fiery eloquence to dissuade the i)eople 
from passing it, and that it will be defeated. 

Persons who are able to look at both sides of the 
question are of opinion that separation would be a 
great misfortune for both countries. Austro-Hun- 
gary is now a great and powerful kingdom, holding 
a position in Europe which enables her to preserve 
the balance of peace in the eastern portion of that 
troubled continent. 

With Austria and Hungary divided into two small 
kingdoms with separate aims and interests, Turkey 
could not be held in check any longer, and the Bus- 
sians, who are so full of ambition for power in the 
Eadt» could do pretty much as they pleased. 

-The Hungarians are supposed to be a very wide- 
awakei)eaple, and able to comprehend the true mean* 
ing of a pcditical situation. It is therefore supposed 
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that in the present orisis they are not striving so 
mach for freedom, which would be a disadvantage to 
them, as for the supremacy in the two kingdoms. 

This idea is outlined by Kossuth in a speech made 
by him the other day, in which he said: "We want 
a separate army and separate treasury. The King of 
Hungary should be Emx>eror of Austria as a sort of 
extra occupation. Yienna (the capital of Austria) is 
already a suburb of Budax)est (the capital of Hun- 
gary), and in time Austria will become a collection 
of provinces attached to Hungary." 

4 4 4 t« « « 

RIOTING still continues in Prague. The troops 
are patrolling the street, and special guards 
have been stationed at the places where outbreaks are 
feared* 

Numbers of arrests have been made, and it is said 
that the prisons are so full that it has been found 
necessary to take no note of the smaller offenders, 
and only hold those persons who are accused of 
serious crimes. 

In Vienna there has been a demonstration, un- 
friendly to both Hungarians and Bohemians. 

One morning the inhabitants of. the city awoke to 
find the town covered with flaming red placards. 

Some of them read, ''No new compact between 
Austria and Hungary"; and others, ''No language 
laws. German is the national language." 

These placards naturally aroused a great deal of 

angry feeling between the opposing parties. The 

p<^OB tore them down, and made every effort to And thiB 

persons who had posted them, but without any result. 

4 4 4 4 4 4 
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Treaty of Peace between Turkey and Greece 
has been finally signed by the Powers inter- 
ested. 

Little notice has, however, been taken of the fact ; 
matters in Europe are looking so threatening that the 
affair of Greece is almost forgotten. 

It is said that war will break out in the Balkan 
provinces in the spring, a war which will involve 
both Turkey and Austria. 

The Balkan provinces are Sema, Roumania, Bul- 
garia, and Montenegro. If you look at your map, 
yon will see that they lie between Hungary and Tur- 
key. 

The Sultan of Turkey is so convinced that such a 
war cannot be avoided, that he is doing everything in 
his i)ower to raise money for it. 

He has given orders that the taxes must all be col- 
lected by the new year, instead of May, in which 
month they are generally paid. 

To accomplish this the unfortunate people, partic- 
ularly the Christian population, are being very 
roughly dealt with. 

It is stated that the Bultan will not recall his troops 
from Thessaly until the war indemnity has been paid, 
and that Germany is upholding him in his determi- 
nation. 

A 4 4 4 4 4 

THE reports of the various officers of our Govern- 
ment have followed the Message of President 
McKinley. 

Every one is somewhat shocked to find that the tariff 
bill, which was to put such a lot of money in our 
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treasaTjy has fallen far short of the expected results, 
and, indeed, has not produced enough revenue to pay 
the expenses of the Goyemment. 

If the receipts from customs are not larger during 
the next few months than they have been during the 
last, the country will be $65,000,000 behind at the 
end of the year, and Congress will have to devise 
some plan for raising this sum of money. 

This means that some new tax will be imposed 
ux>on us, for the Government must have the money it 
needs, and the i)eople must help to make up what is 
lacking. 

The friends of the Dingley Bill hope that the cus- 
tom receipts will increase, and think that the reason 
they have been so small is that the merchants 
brought so much stuff into the country before the 
bill went into effect, that they have not needed to get 
fresh supplies so far. In short, they daim the Ding- 
ley Bill needs a longer trial. 

The enemies of the measure point out that, as a 
means of providing an income for the Government, 
the Dingley Bill has been a failure. 

We told you about the discussion as to the exact 
hour at which the bill became a law. 

The question is not as yet settled. 

The importers, if you remember, declared that the 
bill only became a law from the exact hour it was 
signed ; the Government insists that it was a law from 
early morning of the day on which it was signed. 

Seventy-three importers have protested against 
paying duty for all day July 24th, because the bill 
was not signed until six minutes past four in the 
afternoon. 
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It is expected that a final decision will be ^ven 
shortly, which will put an end to the disagreement. 



SIDE by side with the fact that there is not enough 
money in the treasury to meet the country's ex- 
penses, the armor-plate question has come into 
prominence once more. 

The naval officers and experts are all crying out 
against the foUy of the Government engaging in the 
manufacture of armor-plate. 

The board of naval officers appointed to look into 
the subject stated, in their report to the Qovemment, 
that if such a factory is to be maintained, Congress 
must order the building of three new battleships 
every year. 

The reason they give for this is that specially 
trained workmen are required to operate an armor- 
plate factory. They think it would be necessary to 
provide sufficient work every year to keep the factory 
going. If the factory were to be shut down and the 
hands discharged, the naval officers declare that the 
time and money that would have to be spent in train- 
ing fresh men to undertake the work then would cost 
the country more than keeping the works open right 
along. 

The Carnegie and Bethlehem people have succeeded 
in getting the Government to test one of their plates 
made by the new Krupp process. 

The result of the trial, it is expected, will decide 
whether the Government shall buy its armor-plate as 
of old, or enter into the manufacture itself. 

If the Krupp process is satisfactory, armor-plates 
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will not have to be made so thick, and the smaller 
quantity of steel in them will i)erhaps make them 
cheaper and enable the Gbvemment and the manufac- 
turers to agree upon a price that will be satisfactory 
to both. 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

THE Secretary of the Treasury has handed in the 
Currency rei)ort mentioned by the President in 
his Message. 

It proves to be very dry reading for all but men 
interested in the money market, and would not inter- 
est you at all. 

He suggests a plan, which is supposed to be a very 
wise one, for removing all uncertainty about the 
soundness of our money. It is, however, thought 
that the plan cannot be put into effect at present. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has also made a re- 
port on filibustering, which is much more interesting. 

Spain has accused us of not taking proper steps to 
prevent these unlawful expeditions. 

If she can prove the truth of these accusations, she 
can demand that we pay her a large sum of money as 
damages for every expedition that has reached Cuba. 

She would be quite justified in making these de- 
mands if the United States willingly and wilfully 
heli)ed Cuba to defy Spain, for every shipload of 
supplies landed enables the Cubans to hold out so 
much longer against Spain. 

iTnder these circumstances, it is interesting to learn 
from the official statement of the Secretary of the 
Treasury that we have done our duty to the best of 
our ability. 
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Mr. Gage's report, like the Cuban remarks in the 
Message, has an added interest from the fact that it 
is absolutely true. 

Many of the rex>orts we get through the newspapers 
have to be changed or contradicted, no matter how 
careful the news-gatherers may have been in selecting 
their information. This is because the reporters do 
not have access to the official documents, and are 
obliged to base their reports upon rumors or uncer- 
tain information. 

When, however, a report comes direct from the 
Gk>yemment, there is no hearsay in the matter. Each 
department of the Government has the documents 
relating to its business, and the reports it issues are 
made from the actual letters that have passed be- 
tween countries — despatches and diplomatic docu- 
ments which no outsider can ever hope to see. 

Here, then, is Mr. Gage's report on filibustering. 

He says that during two years and a half only six 
American vessels are said to have successfully landed 
filibustering expeditions from the United States in 
Ouba. Three foreign vessels are said to have been 
successful in the same effort. 

With the vessels referred to it is said^ that a dozen 
harbor tugs, three or four lighters, a few small steam- 
ers, and about a dozen small sloops and schooners 
have been associated. 

That only six American vessels out of all our large 
merchant navy succeeded in reaching Cuba is, the 
Secretary thinks, a proof of the law-abiding spirit 
of the American people* 

He says that eight revenue-cutters, with 317 men, 
liaTo oroised 76,768 miles, patrolling the coast to pre- 
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vent filibasiering. These vessels captured seven 
sldpB and 115 men, and broke up two expeditions. 

He goes into the close examination of sixty expedi- 
tions which Spain complains of. 

Twenty of these he shows were stbpped through 
the efforts of the Treasury, five by the United States 
Navy, four by Spain, two were wrecked, and one 
driven back by storm. One which is laid to our credit 
the Secretary declines to acknowledge as belonging to 
us at all. 

Of the successful expeditions, Mr. Guge points out 
that much was due to the weakness of the Spanish 
patrol. In all the cases where the offenders have been 
caught, he shows that they have eilher been punished 
or are awaiting triaL 

Concerning the case of the Stiver Heds, the Secre- 
tary says that the Collector of the Fort of New York 
informed him that a representative of the Spanish 
Consul stated to him that he did not desire the vessel 
to be seized at the dock, but captured after departure 
therefrom. It was not, therefore, so much n^ligence 
on the part of the Qovemment, as speed on the part 
of the Silver J7eefo, which enabled her to slip away 
from her pursuers. 

While we are on the subject of the Silver Heek, it 
will interest you to know that she has been taken into 
custody. 

She arrived at Wilmington the other day, and was 
at once seized by the collector of that port. 

An examination was made of the vessel, but nothing 
was found on board to indicate that the ship had 
been engaged in unlawful work. 

The orew have been mibjected to a sevtte exftmip^ 
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idon. Each man has had to make a statement before 
the court. 

The master and mate of the vessel swore that the 
Silver Heels left New York bound for Wilmington, 
N. C. Her cargo consisted of one hundred tons of 
coal designed for sale in Wilmington. 

On account of head winds she could not approach 
the coast, but was buffeted about until a few days 
ago, when she cast anchor in Wilmington harbor. 

The two officers declared that no other cargo than 
the coal had been on board, and that there had been 
no passengers. 

The collector found the amount of coal in the ship 
that the master and mate swore was there — and so far 
everything goes to prove that they have been telling 
the truth. 

The statements of the crew have been sent on to the 
Government, and the vessel will be kept in custody as 
long as it is necessary in order that a proper investi^ 
gation may be made. 



AFTER thinking matters over, the Spaniards have 
decided that President McKinley's Message 
was not so friendly to them as they at first supposed. 

They have arrived at the conclusion that the part of 
the Message which refers to intervention on our part 
in case Home Bule does not succeed, is highly offen- 
sive to them. 

Senor Sagasta is reported to have said that if ihe 
United States should icj to interfere between Spain, 
and Cuba, Spain would be found ready to protect 
herself and defend her national honor. 
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The heads of the Government then decided that 
Spain ought to increase her navy, so that she should 
be ready in case of trouble. An endeavor has been 
made to raise funds for this purpose, and one of the 
Spanish Senators has suggested that a public sub- 
scription be opened for the purjKMse. 

A meeting of the Oarlists has been called to protest 
against the interference clause of the Message, and 
the Spaniards generaUy are much annoyed over it. 

General Weyler has not allowed the opportunity 
offered him by the present unpopularity of the United 
States to pass him by. 

He has been doing his best to convince the x)eople 
that his recall was due to our interference, and that, 
had he been allowed to remain in Cuba, the island 
would have been pacified in a very short space of 
time. 

He and his friends have been working industriously 
to raise him to the position of a popular hero, and, 
taking advantage of some of the President's remarks 
about the cruel methods of warfare employed in Cuba, 
he says that he feels proud of the fact that the Presi- 
dent attacks him, as it is a proof that his conduct was 
displeasing to Spain's enemies. 

Following up these remarks, which were published 
in all the Spanish papers, Weyler determined to visit 
Madrid and pay his respects to the Queen. 

He and his friends evidently hoped that there would 
be some popular demonstration in favor of their idol. 

A holiday was chosen for his arrival, so that the 
lower classes might be free to greet him, and a party 
of his admirers, several hundred strong, went in a 
body to the dei>ot to receive him. 
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Sagasta, learning of these arrangements, feared 
that some hot heads might make an attack on the 
American embassy, and sent a special guard to pro- 
tect it. 

He might, however, have spared himself the anxiety. 
The people took very little notice of the great man's 
arrival, and made no demonstration whatever. His 
arrival in the city seemed to be of very small impor- 
tance to any but his own x>ersonal friends. 



YOU will be glad to hear that Qen. Bins Bivera, 
the insurgent leader, has been released from 
the Cabana fortress by a royal decree. 

He has sailed for Cadiz, Spain, where he will re- 
main in exile. 

It is said that General Blanco sent for Bivera, and 
asked him if he would promise not to take up arms 
against Spain if he were set free. 

Bivera replied that as soon as he was free he would 
return to the insurgent camp and fight for Cuba till 
the last drop of his blood was spilled. 

General Blanco then asked him if he would go to 
the rebels and offer Home Bule to them. 

This was met by another firm refusal. The Cubans 
are feeling very proud of his bravery and firmness. 

You will remember General Sanguilly promised, if 
he were freed, never to fight against Spain, but Bivera 
prefers imprisonment or exile to giving a pledge which 
he could never keep. 

Bins Bivera was the general who took Maceo's 
command after that leader had been killed. He was 
captured last March, while severely wounded. 
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There is a rumor that Gen. Julio Sangnilly has 
gone over to the Spanish cause and offered his ser- 
vices to General Bhmco. 

It is impossible as yet to learn the truth of this 
rumor. The Oeneral, over his own signature, indig- 
nantly denies it» and begs his friends to deny it for 
him. 

In spite of the fact that when he was released, 
through the intervention of our Government, he had 
to sign an agreement not to return to Cuba, it is 
said that Sanguilly would willingly head an ex- 
pedition against Spain to-morrow, if he only had 
the chance. 

The Cuban Junta (or council) will not, however, 
send him, and it is said that his willingness to go 
back on his promised word has made the Cubans 
suspicious of him. They think that a man of honor 
woidd never have made a promise he did not intend 
to keep, and therefore, in this hour of trouble, when 
he is accused of being a traitor to his cause, he finds 
few people willing to believe in him. 

If he is indeed true to the cause, he is in a very sad 

position. 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

IT has been officially announced that General Pando 
has been heard from. He is fighting Gomez, and 
from all we hear has the old Cuban leader at a disad- 
vantage. 

Gomez, so the story goes, is being forced to retreat 
before him in hot haste. 

It is also said that none of the messengers has re- 
turned who were sent out by Pando to offer Home 
Bule to the Cuban army. 
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It is supposed that they have been killed by the 
insurgents. 

There is much discouragement in Havana over the 
present aspect of affairs. There seems to be no hope 
for a speedy end to the revolution. 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

TVTE have had inquiries about the Esquimaux who 

" were brought over here by Lieutenant Peary, 

when he brought the great meteorite from the Arctic 

regions. 

These poor people have not been having a happy 
time of it. 

This climate is so much warmer than their own and 
so different from it in every respect, that they had 
not been here very long before they all fell ill. 

The attendants at the Natural History Museum, 
where they were taken, said that they first learned 
there was anything the matter with their charges by 
hearing them give voice to strange and grunting 
noises. 

The party of Esquimaux were allowed to wander at 
will through the museum, and they spent much of 
their time roaming from room to room looking at the 
exhibits. No one interfered with them. 

The museum is a place for study, and loud talking 
is never permitted. When, therefore, the attendants 
heard these very peculiar grunts, they began to look 
around to find who was daring to make so much 
noise. 

I am afraid they suspected that some small boys 
were playing tricks. 

They were much surprised to find that these dismal 
sounds came from the Esquimaux. 
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One of tbe officials, being unable to pacify tiiem, 
took them all in charge and hurried them off to a 
quiet part of the building, sending at the same time 
for a doctor. 

On examination it was found that the poor creatures 
had caught cold from the warmth of our climate, and 
were suffering from bronchitis. 

They were all hurried off to Bellevue Hospital, 
where they were given the kindest care. 

It was found that they could not stand the heat of 
the hospital wards, and so a nice cool cellar was pre- 
pared for them, and they gradually got better. 

Lieutenant Peary, who had been told of their ill- 
ness, telegraphed from the West, where he was lec- 
turing, that they must have plenty of fresh air; so, 
as soon as they were able to leave the hospital, they 
were taken out of the city. 

A cottage was hired for them at High Bridge, 
which is a little village on the Harlem Biver, a few 
miles out of New York. 

The Esquimaux are allowed to wander about there 
pretty much as they please, and it is hoped they will 
continue in good health throughout the winter. 

They have not been able to do any work as yet, 
having been too ill to attempt it. As soon as they 
are quite well again they will probably begin their 
task, but great care will be taken to have the temper- 
ature right for them the next time they are in the 
museum. 

It is said that they were well pleased with the 
wretched fogs we have been having of late. Fogs are 
very frequent in Greenland, and the inclement weather 
made the Esquimaux feel much more at home. 
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They are looking forward anxiously to the spring, 
when Lieutenant Peary has promised that he will take 
them home. 



JANUABY 1st will be an important day for the citi- 
zens of New York. 

It will be the birthday of the city of Greater New 
York, which will take its rank as the second largest 
capital in the world. 

The mayor, Mr. Strong, is anxious to have some 
celebration which shall mark the passing away of the 
old New York city. 

Many people are, however, opposed to this. They 
think that the first thing in people's minds should be 
the glory of the great new city which is to be bom, 
and declare that anything else would only amount to 
holding funeral services over the old city. 

This view seems hardly the correct one to take. 
There is so much of the nation's early history wound 
around the old city of New York, that it seems only 
fit and proper that some suitable exercises should be 
held, to impress upon the younger generation the 
importance of the old city, before it passes away and 
loses its identity in the larger city. 

If Boston was the scene of the beginning of the 
War of Independence, New York witnessed its close. 

On November 25th, 1782, the British finally evacu- 
ated the city of New York, their last stronghold, and 
the long and painful war was over. 

The history, of New York begins in 1524, when 
Giovanni Yerrazano, an Italian navigator, entered the 
beautiful bay of New York, with his v^oael, the Daur 
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phine. Gomez is said to have Bailed along the coast 
as far as New York the following year. 

Fifty years later, Hendrik Hudson sailed up New 
York Bay, and discovered the beautifol river which 
flows by the city, the river which still bears his name. 

This is the same Hudson who searched for the 
Northwest Passage — the passage which was to make 
a short cut from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific, 
along the north shore of America, and afford a high- 
way between Europe and Asia, saving the long trip 
around the Gape of Good Hope, which had just been 
discovered by the Portuguese. South America and 
Cape Horn were as yet undiscovered. 

On this search for the Northwest Passage, Hudson's 
sailors mutinied, and put their great commander and 
eight companions ashore in an open boat in the bleak, 
ice-bound Hudson Bay. 

For this cruel deed the spirits of the crew of Hud- 
son's vessel were supposed to wander up and down 
the shores of the Hudson Biver, unable to find rest 
even in death. 

In Washington Irving's fanciful tale of ^ Bip Van 
Winkle," Bip encounters a strange, ghostly comx)any 
of seafaring men, and it is often supposed that Hud- 
son's crew was intended by the author. 

When Hudson went back to Holland after his voy- 
age up the Hudson Biver, he told such wonderful 
tales of the friendliness of the Indians, the number of 
fur-bearing animals he had seen, and the wonders he 
had met with, that the Hollanders became much ex- 
cited and determined to send out and claim the newly 
discovered counfery. 

In 1610 a vMser was sent out, and thie Indiaair 
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proving friendly and the trade satisfactory, a colony 
was finally established in 1613 on the southern point 
of Manhattan Island. 

This was near where the Battery now is. 

The first permanent settlement was made in 1622, 
the Dutch having taken possession of the country 
around the Hudson Biver, calling it New Nether- 
lands. 

In 1626 the West India Company sent out a settle- 
ment under Gk)v. Peter Minuit. 

He landed on the island of Manhattan, and soon 
entered into a trade with the Indians, buying from 
them the entire island of Manhattan, fourteen thou- 
sand acres in size, for twenty-four dollars' worth of 
scarlet cloth, brass buttons, and other trinkets. 

The Dutch gave the island the name of New Am- 
sterdam, and established on it a settlement consisting 
of a fort, a stone warehouse, and a cluster of log-huts. 

After the Dutch had established their colony of 
New Amsterdam, they endeavored to colonize it on 
the Patroon system. 

By this system, any man who undertook to bring 
fifty settlers to the colony within five years was given 
the title of Patroon, and was allowed to lay claim to 
and hold all the land he desired and could properly 
cultivate. 

It was in this way that the Van Bensselaers, the 
Schuylers, and the Yan C!ortlandts became important 
families in New York. 

In 1647 Peter Stuy vesant came out to New Amster- 
dam as governor. He was the last governor of the 
province. 

He was familiarly known as ''Old Silverleg," be- 
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cause, having lost one limb in battle, he had it re- 
placed by a sturdy wooden leg securely bound with 
silver. 

Many of our traditions date back to the time of 
this hot-tempered, headstrong, and fine old gentle- 
man. 

His estate was called the Great Bouery, and there 
was a long and beautiful lane leading from the city to 
it, which was known as Bouery Lane — our present 
Bowery. 

The Gbvemor's house is supposed to have stood 
near Tenth Street, a little east of Third Avenue, now 
called Stuyvesant Place. 

Beyond Governor Stuyvesant's Great Bouery 
stretched swamps, woods, and clearings, until a little 
village was reached at the junction of the Haarlem 
and East rivers, which was called New Haarlem. 

Peter Stuyvesant made many improvements in the 
city of New Amsterdam. In order better to protect 
it, he built a high and strong wooden palisade on the 
north of the town ; in time houses grew up along this 
wall, and the street which they formed was called 
Wall Street. 

The Wall Street of to-day, where so many fortunes 
are made and lost, stands on the site of the old wall 
built by Peter Stuyvesant to protect the city. 

The first windmill was built in 1662. 

In 1664 Charles 11. of England, jealous of the 
productiveness of this Dutch colony, determined to 
secure it. 

In 1621 James I. had claimed it by right of first 
occupancy. 

In 1632 Charles I. reasserted this claim; and in 
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1664 Cromwell ordered an expedition for the conqaest 
of the New Netherlands. 

The treaty with Holland stopped these proceedings, 
and the colony was left in peace until 1664, when 
Charles II. granted the entire territory to his brother, 
the Duke of York. 

In August of that year an expedition arrived to 
capture the city, which surrendered to the English 
fleet without resistance. The name of the city was 
then changed to New York, in honor of its ducal 
owner. 

In 1673 the Dutch recaptured the city, and chris- 
tened it New Orange. The following year, by a 
treaty of peace with Holland, it was restored to the 
English and again called New York. 

In 1702 Wall Street was paved, and in 1711 a regu- 
lar slave market was established. 

In 1775, at the beginning of the war, New York 
declared for independence, but in 1776 it fell into the 
hands of the English, who retained possession until 
1783, when they finally evacuated it. 

In 1788 New York celebrated the adoption of the 
Constitution — the great Constitution under which we 
live to-day and enjoy our freedcwa. A ship, repre- 
senting the Ship of State, was drawn through the 
streets of the city by ten milk-white horses. 

Alexander Hamilton had done so much to convince 
the State of the wisdom of adopting the Constitution, 
that in recognition of his great services the platform 
upholding the Ship of State was inscribed in large 
letters with his name. 

New Yorkers must never forget that it was in their 
city that the first President was inaugurated, and 
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that that President was Gteoige Washington. To 
New York belongs the greatest honor any American 
city can boast, in having placed the sceptre, of gov- j 

emment in the hands of the greatest man the conntiy 
has ever produced. 

On March 4th, 1789, the new Constitution went into 
operation, but it was not until April 30th that the 
President took the oath of office. 

Standing on the balcony of a building in front of 
Federal Hall, where Congress met, and in the pres- 
ence of an immense multitude, Oeorge Washington 
took the following oath : 

*" I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute 
the office of President of the United States; and to 
the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend 
the Constitution of the United States." 

Then, amid the ringing of bells, the firing of can- 
non, a great shout went up, ^Long live Gteorge 
Washington, President of the United States." 

It was the streets of New York that first resounded 
to this glorious cry ! 

Federal Hall was the old City Hall. It stood on 
the northeast comer of Wall and Nassau streets, on 
ground now occupied by the United States Sub- 
Treasury. 

New Yorkers have much to be proud of in their 

city. G. H. BOSENFELD. 
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